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PETITIONS FRO!( THE BANYi.NG HiPROV£MENT ►UNION (1), 
MR, F,T, TAMBE (2), ASSU~iBO NATIVE AUTHORITY (3), 
MR. N ,D. FONGUM OF ~JIDEKUM (4) AND THE 
EJAGHA~i PEOPLE (5) CONCERNING THE CAMEROONS UNDER 

BRITISH ADMINISTRATION 

Observations of the Administering Authority 

Note by the Secretariat: The following observations 
were communicated to the Secretariat on 3 March 1950 
by the representative of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britatn and Northern Ireland on the Trusteeship 
Council. 

1, These petitions all consist of representations regarding development in 

the hamfe Division and it may be convenient to discuss them together, The 

petition of the Banyang Improvement Union (which comes from the largest tribe 

in the Division) and the address of hr. F, T. Tambe (until recently engaged in · 

brick-making on his own account ·in Iviamfe) relate to the situation in the Division 

as a whole: the petitions of the Ejagham Community (who occupy the areas 

numbered 18, 19 and 20 on the l:l,000,000 scale map i~ the 1948 Report to the 

Trusteeship Council), of the Assumbo Native Authority (representing the area 

(1) T/PET, 4/42 
(2) T /PET. 4/41 
(3) T /PET. 4/44 
(4) T/PET .4/46 
( 5 ) T /PET • 4/ 8 
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in the 0xtreme northern corner of the Division) and of }1r. Fonglflll (from Widekum 

on the Bamenda Road) have particular locr~l application to these three outlying 

parts of the Division, 

2. The general view3 expressed in this address, revealing a natural 

impatience for rapid development, Are discussed at length in the Administering 

Authorityts Observations on document T/FET.4./16, where the references are as 

follows:-

Cornnrunications: paragraphs 27-Jl~ 
Education: paragraphs 5-8, 
Health and Medical Services : paras.17-21. 
System of Administration: paragraphs 22-26. 

3. Regarding the situation in the l-inmfe Division in particular, it is broadly 
-

true that t~is Division, on account of its former isolation, has lagged behind 

others in the provision of amenities. The difficulty, as may be inferred from 

these petitions, has been one of communications. The Division contains 73,400 
people living scattered over some 4,300 square miles of mountainous, wooded and 

heavily watered,country. 

places, anything up to 10 

Small isolated villages stand in most inaccessible 

days ~ard walking from the Divisional Headquarters. 

Hills and wide rivers make road building extremely difficult and costly. The 

Divisional Headquarters itself wa~ not connected to any road system until 1939, 

and then only to the North East to Bamenda and thence to the Cameroons under 

French ·rrusteeship. Recently, however, the position has been revolutionised 

by the opening, in 1947 and 1948 respectively, of the ~wo road links between 

Mamfe and Ikom and Enugu on the one side nnd Kurnba and Victoria on the other. 

A third link, with Calabar, is nearing completion, These enterprises, together 

- with the provision of an aerodrome, also nea.ring completion., which have_ accoun.ted 

for n great proportion of recent expenditure in connection with the Trust 

Territory, will convert ~.amfe into a centre of considerable importance. 

Development in the Mamfe Division will then be greatly accelerated and it is 

hoped that popular enthusiasm for cormnunity development will extend its 

advnntages far into the presently inaccessible parts of the Division, 
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4. The following nctt0rs of inter8st to the Divinion generally, which er0 

mentioned in these doculil<mts, call for separate corn.10nt. 

(i) 1',anife Government i-:ospitnl. 

The Ten Ye~r Developr01(.mt "Flan includes a projact for replr.cing the 

existing 60 bed Gov0rnr:mnt I-:ospital with a modern one of 90 beds. 

:i..n view of the delay which is likely to occur in irr,plt::m•~nting this 

scheme consideration is now being given to improvem,mt of the existing 

facilities as an interirr, measure. 

(ii) Water Supplies. 

The rurnl areas of the Marafe Division e.re on the whole blessed with 

abundant and good supplies. This has rnaant a low priority for the 

Division in work under this aspect of the Ten-Year Plan. The qu~stion 

of ir,:proving the supplies for those villages where shortnges occur , 

is receiving the attention of the Administration, and~ well-boring 

team will transfer its attention to the },n.rJ'e Division after more 

urgent tasks in the Victoria 1md l<..uraba Divisions have be,m _cor.,pleted. 

(iii) Clos_~ng. in 1948 of the hmnfo Leper Camp. 

This cru.1p was in 1r,any respects unsatisfactory and was cloi:;ed on the 

advice of. the Director of J\~udical Services. Only non-infectious cases, 

in respect of whom clear~nCB certificates had been issued, wor~ 

returned to their villages when the camp was closed. i. schem\3 for a 

leper settlement fo~ the ~i.amfe-Kumba area is at present under 

consideration; In the meanwhile the 1-iamfe Native Authority maintains 

thirty leper patients at the Church of Scotland Mission leper colony 

at Itu. 

(iv)~. 

It is the case that the only large concern at present operating in the 

Division is the ·United Africa Conpany, at i•.amfe. The questions whether 

this firm should extend its activities, or whether other firms should 

enter the field are ones which must be left to the firrns themselves to 

decide according to their appreciation of the potential volume of trade. 
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5, Turnini; to th0 co1..plc'ints ~f LON locnlised t1pplica.tion, the Ejaghru.'l 

1 v.1pic, whlise p(;tition is r0produced ~ s docur·,,:mt T /PET. 4/8 live in the South 

::cstvrn "N:'.1 of i·.'.'J_,fo jivision, ,'.!nc.l consist of threo cl:ms, the Ek'1e, Keaka 

:-inJ ubung Cl·~ns. The· o.rea inhrbitud by these three Clrns is ;:pprox.imately 

9(·0 squ~re i,.iles nnd the tot:11 populrtion is between 10,000 nnd 12,000, giving 

This population is 

locrted in s:i,,xty-four sc,,tt1Jrcd vill~gos, r.ic>ny of which nre no more than 

h'.': .. iots with less th:-n :-. score of :)dult i.· ... ~lc inhnbit<tnts. CoP.launication within 

the art:n is r~n1 .. ercd -JXtre, .. cly difficult owing to the hilly nGture of the 

country, while the low-lying ground is intersected by rnmerous rivers n.nd 

strecJ";s which ~du consid~ro.bly to thcl difficulty of rood construction. The 

.. dr.inistr:,tion r1'\lunll:; sy1:.pnthizes fully with the desires for adv.'.'.nceraent 

exFr.:rnsotl by the petition\Jrs but difficulties of cor.:.r.nmic2tion, in this sp~rsely 

inh~bited ~re1., J .. r.ko progress slow. 

6, The :i:ir0s0nt ~osition with regnrd to the r.-.ntters rl'ised in the petition 

is .'.' s follows:-

(--:t) \l::Lr :::l,:)r]ies • 

•. s c wr ol(.; the t•ru:-: is fortun~te in possessing n. good :md ~bundant 
' n:.turnl w:t.::r ::mpply but there :~ro exceptions to this general rule, 

.. t,ts;r,.pts w,1ich h?.v0 been 1:..:-..de in the past to sink wells in these areas 

h2.ve prov0d unsuccossful. ,~ b:,ring t;:)~, is expected to operate in 

th~ r-trea when it h~s co1..pleted work in th0 Victoria ~nd l\umba 

Divisions whore the problci~ is ev3n norc n<:utc. 
I 

(b) Th0 Gov,.;rru,.;.;nt str>.ti-:m :-!t l.::>.J .• fu is in the Kcr.~bong nrec1 and not in the 

::-.ro~ of the three i!:j:: ghc.: .. Ckns. It is hdd by Government in 

,•ccordrmctJ with the Lnrnl and ·Native Rights Ordinance. It is assumed 

thnt tho putitioncrs Nfor to the Ke; .bong Nr!.tive ,:,,uthority Forestry 

Reserve, constitutul under tha Forestry Ordinri.nce nnd .enacted by 1:n 

Ortler r:.~~de in 1934 h:. thu r.o; ;bong Native :.uthority. (This Native 

i.uth0rity is ~• f..::cler;,_tion of the three Clans which together compose 

the Zj~ghrr· :,eopl,:;). The cre:1.tioh of this Forest Reserve in no way 

: 1ffects tl;c uL,ii.:;•to own..)rship of the lwd but is designed to protect 

in tlte intorests of the re0ple thcn.s.:::lves the natural fo1 est of the 

are:- incluCt00. in the ros0rve. 
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It is 1:;stir.:2ted thc,.t there ::rl:3 betw0en 2,500 ~nd J,000 children of 

school ~gc; within th., ".N:>.. ,~ ttention h<'.'.s becm dr;:,_wn to th,/ wide 

dispcrs,~l of th~ popul-,tion wl:ich r::\kes the provision of educe.tional 

f.'.:!cilities ri 11'."otkr of difficulty. There ~re within the area one 

ik.tive ,,dr.inistr:1tion school ;md five i1,ission schools, all of which 

rec,.,ive liber?l fin:-.ncbl :1ssisto.nce fror:. the Nigerian Governr:,ent 

:md which c'..t pr0s0nt -provid0 for sor.e 6JO pupils. Facilities will 

b0 :.;xt-3nd0d ;., s opportunity <1rises. 

(d) Henlth. 

Th, .. re is 3. hativ0 ,.,dr;·J.nistr£ltion dispensary run by the l\embong Nativ0 

,-,.utl:ority. During 1949 this disp1:ms3.ry dealt with 7,438 C:J.ses at 

12,913 ~ttend~nc0s. Until cor..r..unications are irr,proved thus enabling 

~!dcc;unt0 sup,nvision by th0 }it;;dicd Offic0r further facilities of this 

n~tur0 cnnnot with 2.dv2.nt3.ge be provided. The closing of the :r .• amfe 

L8per Cnr:p in 1948 h.e:s bat;n discuss.:::d in pcr;:,_grnph 4 (iii) above. 

( e J Cor.:r.1unic:-:.tions. 

·,r:,J difficulties of opening up co1:ir..uriicntions in this nrea have been 

briefly r:ientioncd. ,. prolir.:inary survey of possible traces for roads 

has been ~~de but this r0veals thnt the cost would be in the 

n0ighbourhood of £170,000. This cost has to be considered along with 

the gener,- 1 probleE of :L. proving cor..r.runicntions in the very difficult 

terrc'.in of th0 Trust Territory as whole. 

? • Th;:; i,.ssur.bo Nativ0 .. uthority repr0sents the cxtrer..ely inuccessible are2 

in the far l'wrth of the Division in whnt · is known es 111'1amfe Oversid0 11
, tho wild 

and spnrcely populated country lying to th~ North of the Cross River. Thei~ 

petition raises three issues:-

(i) Th0 construction of o notor road fror.: ~ru::.fe to Tint~; 

· (ii) The p,·ovision of e travelling hedico.l Dresser in the area; 

(iii) The osteblishrnont of Tinta as an rld.ministrative Headquarters, 
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s. ';lith reference to the first request the distance of Tinta from harr.fe is 

sor:.e sixty I iles and at presei,t six days hard trekking on foot is necessary to 

re.1ch Tinta fror.1 har.tfc which involves cliobing sofi,e 5,000 feet up the 

C:)lltinuation of the Bar.ienda escarpr.:ent, No trace for this :road has yet been 

,,1.-proved, but a recent very rough estir..ate · by the Provincial Engineer, Public 

:1-:-.rks Dep9.rtr.:1;nt, Victoria, assesses the cost of its construction at £150,000. 

'). 1:ith reference to the second request increased nedical facilities are 

c- .;r :. . .-:cut l..j:On iJ.,proved corit':unications. 

l! • ~:ith reference to the third request consideration has been given in the 

;•::.t to pr~)pos:ils to divide the present }fa.nfe Division into two districts. 

Iu ~~rsu:mce of this project it had been suggested that Tinta should become. the 

l,..::ndc.;unrtl!rS of one o! these two districts, but this again is dependent upon 

cor.r:Unicotions. No decision has been reached upon this matter but it now seems 
. . 

unlikuly th:it the splittin~ of the Division will take place. 

11. tr. N .u. Fongurn writes fror:1 Widekun and ~or,:plains thc.t :­

(a) The Widckw., Store has no goods in it· 
. ' 

(b) The Hidekur: 1•.urao ili vc:r has no bridge suitable for lorry traffic; . . 
(c) \lidckur,, }:ms no adequate Court building. 

12. Widekur.-, is 54 r,·il-3s !rorr. l•iair.fe on the motor road to Ba.nienda.. It is 

the tr:?ditional and adr.linistrative centre of the \lidekurr, Clan, now a 

subordinnte Nntiv~ Authority. 

lJ, With reference to the first cbt~lai~t that there is a ·united Africa 

. :!.:,t.pmy buring station at Widek:un w:-iich conc~ntrntes soley upon the purchase 

or locail,1 produced ·pa.m b::rnels. It is not a r~tail agency, and it is a 

r:.:-tter for the Co~ .. pany to decide. whether a venture 
i'ro.fit~ble, 

in distribution would be 

U. There is a Native !.driJ.nistration suspension bridge across the I-.onni at 
..,·idtk-JI.i, This bridge h h . 

P.s, owevcr1 recently been declared unsafe by the 
f rovinciol Engineer owing to 1 . · . · 

a arge crack which has appeare~ in one of the 

towers• The bridge, built about 1937, was never intended to car_ y motor traffic 



T/495 
page 7 

:-s there is no roc1d in the a.rea on which r.otors could tr~vel. The llidokum 

~c.'tiv-=: .. cl.r:.inistration does, however, benefit gr.:::atly fror:, th~ 1--.ar.-,fe-Bru:.enda zwtor 

roo.d which passes through the Ci.::ntre of the cl~ area and 1.ckes possible the 

export to hunfe of their very consid.:rnbl "";-palr.; produce, 

15, The· court building at Widekur.: is a r:;ud and thatch building - like most 

-:,f the others in the Division. The Nc1tive .... dr.:.inistration could not, at thv 

present ~fford a perffi:ment structure, 

Elufc.. 




