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"For imperative reasons knpwn to you I was unabie‘tb‘attendvthe closing
meeting today of %he suh~committee of the Trusteeship Council dealing with
the question of the disposal of former Italian Somaliland, I was in.-
consequence not in'position to effect certain nedessery.correetions:in the
:tex&s‘pfvthe”summary'record df the sub-comeittee' insofar as stafements,by me

and, in particular, my statement of the 17th last, were.concerned.

I must therefore, ask your 1ndulgence to take note of the follow1ng
ﬁcorrections which I reqpest be made in the Report Af the Committee for Italian
,Scmallland addressed to the Trusteeship Council (T/AC. 18/L 9, 18 January 195Q):
and also to be in the mlnutes Qf the meetlngs of lO 12 and 17 January.

l) 7 Page 2,.paragraph he \Insert befere penultlmate sentence:a N

“1Sinece thevEthiepian‘GoYernment'did'not accept_phe ipvitationref
the Cpuncil on the basis of participation prppbsed,:it;senﬁ '
observers to attend the meetings until such time as‘the;Trusteeship
Council should take a pgsition in reply to the communication from -
the Ethiopian Delegation of 10th December 1949 invokihg Article 79

of the Charter and the right to participate as a State directly
concerned.! ‘



" page 2

2) New paregnaph 8 as follows-""EthloEia' — Ambassadcr RETTA spoke as"
an observer to the effect that the dlscu551ons have not changed thé pOSltion
of the Ethloplan Government as stated in thelr telegram 1o the Secretary
IGeneral of the United Naticns of December 31 1949, regardlng the

ll boundaries of Ethlopla, also that they do not feel in a p051tion to agree
" with the provisions astcontalned in the draft agreement and therefore he
merely wanted to relterate the position of Ethiopia, that it reserves

. its right in this respect, The Ambassador continued as follows:-—

My statement in‘regerd'to the treaty concerning ﬂhe.bonndarj between
Ethiopia and former Italian Scmaliland is to mean that Ethiopia rescrves
its rzght in regard to the d601810n reached by thls Committee., I wish
to make it clear that I have not commltted and I cannet commit my
v‘government in advance, I could only express the attitude of Ethiopia
in reserving its right with regard to thie matter, - With respect to what
"~ has been -said as to the legal advice, I -have not been{infermed by my
Government whethér this has been-accepted or not, .I am without any
~ informetion or instruction to.accept this or-not;f In substance, quite
. ‘possibly, howevef, the matterdmay not be very far from the.statement.
expressed by the Representative of the United Kingdom. The Ethiopian
representatiVes are here wmthout belng in the capac1ty of delegates, net
belng able to take part or share 1n the proceedings. For the Ethloplan
. Government the tlme is not yet at hand to give a really con81dered v1eW'at
_‘thls stage regardlng the whole ‘matter and for this reason therefore I must
relterate my Government's attitude regarding the boundary. Probably I
‘might reiterate agaln one p01nt with regard to the’ understanding which
J’ exists between the Admlnlsterdng Authority in.former Itallan Semaliland
and my Govermnment..... "As I have already stated that is a matter between

' the‘twe Governments;!
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New-pafagraph to be inserted before old paragraph 10 on page 5:

!Mr, RETTA considered that it would prevent misundefétanding hy the
Somalis whcse attitude was made known to the Four-Pewer Commission of
1947, 1f reference were made in the Agreement to scme sort of limit

to the forces which the Administering Authority might use for external
defence purposes, It wpuld also prove most reassuring for the peuple

of former Italian‘Scmalilaﬁd if menticn were made in the Article of the

need fur cnnsultaticn an Italy!s part.m

(Signed) Ato ABBERA RETTA

Observer for Ethicpia





