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Retta, Observer o~~~ 

11F6r imperat~vereasohs knnwn to· you I was unable to attend the closing 

meeting ·t6day ·af the su"A..:cornmittee of the Trusteeship Council dealing with 

the question of the d1S(lOSal of fnrme:r:- .Italian Somaliland. I was in .. 

consequence not in·positio~ to effect certain nec'essary .corrections ' in the 
. . . 

• - • 1 

. teXts' pf the summary ·record of the suli-cormoittee ' insofar as statements by me 

~and:, inparticular; ·my statement of the 17th las~~ were . concemeO.. 

I must, . therefor~, ask your ind~lgence to take note of ·the following 
.. . ~ . .. ' 

corrections which I requestbe made in the Rèport of ·the Comniittee for Italian . 

Som,allln~d add.ressed to t .hë Trusteeship Coundl (T/AC.18/L~9, il3 ,January 195Ç\): 
, r ·: ' ' .: ,, ., , 1 \ ' •. ·· • , , ' • . .". ' ' • \ . ,' 

an<:J. _ also _ to be in tpe minutes gf the meetings of 10:,' 12 and 17 .. J ariùà.ry. · · 

1) Page 2" paragrapp 4. _ · .I~sert before pen':Ütimate sentence:~ · . . . . . . ' 

· ., t'Sin~e the Etliiopian ·Government did not acc~P!:-. ~he invitation -of 

the Council on the basis !Jf participation prpposed,. it sent . 

observera to attend the meetings until such time as the Trusteeship 

Council s~oulfl také a pgsition in reBlY to the communication from 

the Ethiopian Delegation of lOth December l949 invoking Article 79 
of the Charter and the right to participate as a State directly ,. 

concerned. • 
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• • ••• ' . ' • J ... · . . 
·t .. ,. , • • 

·., 
. , . : . ... . 

of the Ethiopian Government às stated in their te1egram tn the Secretary 

Gene~a:l .. .of the United Na tiens of December 31; 1949, regarding the 
• ' • v • • : .... .. . 
boundaries of Ethiopia, also that they do not feel in_ a posi tian tô ~gr~e 

with the provisions .as ; contained in the draft agreement and therefore he 

merely wanted to reiterate the position of Ethiopia, that it reserves 

its right in this. respect. The Ambassador continued as follows:-

. . . . '· . ! ' 
'My statement in ·regard· to the treaty concerning the h("lundary between 

Ethiopia and former Italian Scmaliland is tc méan that Ethiopia rcsorves 

its right·· in regard ~o the decision ·reached by this Committee. I wish 

to make it clear thà.t I have not èominitted and .I cannet commit my 

government in advance~ I could only exp~ess the attitude of Ethiopia 

in reserving its right with regard to this matter. · With. re;:1pect to what 

has been said asto the legal advice, I ·have not been . irûor~ed by my 

Gcvernment whethér ·this has been-accepted Ç>r not. .I am wi~hout any 

information or instruction to .accept this or not • . · In subst~nce~ qui, te . 

·possibly, however, the matter may not be very far .from ~he . statemet;t~. 

exprèssed by· tpe Representative of ·.the United Kingçiom. . The Eth.i?p:i._an 

representatives are here . Wi thout be~n~ in t~e capaci ty of delegates, net 
' 

being able to take part or share in the proceedings• .· . ,, 
For th7 Ethiopia~ 

Government the time is not yet at band ta give a really considered .view at 

.this stage regarding the .who~e ·matter and for this reason' ther.efore I must 

reiterate my Government's attitude regarding the boundary. Probabiy I 

'might rei tera.t·'e again one point. wi th reg~rd to tne ' understanding which 
. . 

existe betweèn the Aclrninist'ering Authori ty i,n . former Italian Somallland 

and my Government ..... •. · As I · ha~e alreilstY; stated that is a matter between 

the two Governments ·.! . . . . ) : 

• 1 , 
• 1 • • • 
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3) New paragraph to ne inserted before old paragraph 10 on page 5: 

1Mr~ RETTA considered that it would prevent misunderstanding hy the 

Somalis whcse attitude was made known to the Four-Power Commission of 

1?.47, if reference were made in the Agreement to seme s~rt of limit 

to the fprces which the Administering Aut~rity might use for external 

defence purposes, It would also prove most reassuring for the pec~le 

of former Italian .Scmaliland if mention were m'ade in 'the Article of the 

need flA' crmsultaticn t)n Italyt s part. rr 

(Signed) Ato ABBERA RETTA 

Observer for Ethicpia 




