
1 

i' 

"> • 

UN 1 TE D N·A T 1 0 N S 

JRUSTEESt-iiP 
c o_u N c·1L 

"!- . " ./ 

- GENlmAL <{J 
. T/418 .} 
· 22 November '1949-
ENGLISH 

. ORIGINAL: ENGLISR- ·
FRENCH -

Note dated 1 November 1949 from the Director-General 

of the World Health Organization 

to the Secretary-General 

The Director-General of the World H~alth Organization presen~s his 

compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and dra1>S attention to 

the Provisional Questionnaire as approved by the Trusteeship Council at the 

twenty-fifth meeting of "its first session on 25 April 1947,~/ and at present 

before the Council. 

The First and Second World Health Assemblies instructed the Director-General 

to co-operate with the Trusteeship Council with particular refèrence to the 

revision of the Questionnaire from the technical point of view. The Director­

General has therefore consulted ~N"ith experts in this field, and attached ·..rill be 

found the recommendations of the World Health Organization for· the revision of the 

Questionnaire. It is requested that this letter and the se recorr..mendat,;;.ons _ 

brought to the· attention of the Trusteeship Council. 

Attention is drawn to the views of the r,rorld Realth Orgar..ization en thia 

matter, namely that auch modifications should be gradual and evolutionary, and ttat 

the aim should be to obtain the most useful information with the minimum of 

additional burden on the administrations concerned. · 
. \-

The sugg•stion is made that replies.to a fuller Questionnaire made perhaps 

once in every five years would enabÎe a better appraisal of the oituation to be 

made. Information for the in~rmediate years should then be supplied qn the 

changes taking place and the progress·~ealized. It is understood that such a 

procedure cannat be considered.at the moment, since the Trusteèship Council has 

not authorized i t. Nevertheless ,' à recommendation to this effect -is made wi th the 

l' 
/suggestion 
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suggestion that it should be examined before any subsequent revision. 

In these territories the imprecise nature of the statistics is often clue to 

incomplete census material caused by the absence of registries and the difficulty 

of medical determination of the causes of death. Since accurate statiotics cannot 

usually be established for the whole of thè territory, the suggestion is made that 

valid figures for a well known but limi ted zone should be Aupplied. r.I'he extension 

of this method to other zones would then furnish more satisfactory statistical 

results. 

/RECOMMENDATIONS. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TEE REVISION OF TEE FROVISIONAL 
QljESTIONNAIRE OF THE TRUS'I"".ti:ESRIP COUNCIL, :FBESENTED 
BY THE DIRECT OR -GENF!.,'RI\L, 1dORLD HEAI.TR ORGANIZATIOH, 

TO THE SECR"ETARY -GENE'RAL OF TEE UNITED NATIONS: 
FOR PRESENTATION TO THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCI:I.. 

TRUSTEESHIP COù~CIL 

PROVISIONAL QUESTION~~ 

As approved by the Trusteeship Council at 
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the twenty-fifth meeting of i ta first session on 25 A:p:ril 1947. 

POPUT...ATION . 

1. Give :population figures, stating the ba sis on whioh they are calculated, and 

the yoar in which the census or estimate ~~e made. So far as is possible figures 

ahould be classified by age, sex and race. 

VITAL STATISTICS  
2. State whether births and deaths are registered throughou.t the whole 

or in one or several parts of it. 

terri tory,  

Give · 

(a) the birth rate, 

(b) the death rate, 

(c) the infant mortality rate, 

(d) the maternal mortality rate. 

Give this informat:i.on for the w·hole terri tory, but if sufficiently accurate 

data are not now available for the whole of it, supply data for lirr~ted areas of it. 

Give the date available on the infant mortality rate and the maternal l . 
mortali ty rate* for the whole population or'i" for those parts of i t for which 

accurate figures can be collected. So far as is possible indicate the stillbirth 

rate; the death rate of infants ag~d under one year; of children aged 1 to 4 yeara 

inclusive, and for other age groups. 

ORGANIZATION OF MEDICAL SERVI~ES 

3. Describe the organization of the Medical Departmer.t, its methode of work and 

its staff. 

FINANCE 

4. Give details of the financial expenditure on medical and health services -

* Deaths from causes 640 to 689 in the Sixth Revision of the International Lists ' Diseases and Causes of Death per 1,000 live births. 

/(a) disti:u:•::~l $!lU U 
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(a) di stinguishing between recurrent expendi ture on normal medicaJ. work and 

capital expenditure on new works, 

( b) specifying whether the cot3t of public works of a sanitary nab.:ce executed 

by non-medical departments are included in the figures, 

(c) stating what proportion of the total revenue of the country the 

expenditure represente, and 

(d) stating whether the metropolitan government contributes to the 

expenditurè, and to what extent. 

INSTITUTIONS 

5. State how many government medical institutl.ons of various tyr:es ex~. 'tt> the 

terri tory: classify them according to size ranging fro:m large hos:pi tals t~·-r 

dispensaries, indicating the number of beàs by categorj_es. 

Give the same information for specialized uni ts, notably those concerned "ïith­

(a) maternal and child hualth, 

(b) the treponematoses, 

( c) leprosy, ., 

(d) other special subjects. 

6. State what institutions or organi.zations in the territory are engaged in 

research related to medicine and hygiene. 

7. State whether there are any medical organizations or institutions other than 

those enumerated in answer to 5 and 6 employing one or more qualified medical 

practitioners, attached to Missions or industrial organizations or private clinics. 

Give information on their importance and also on their relationship to the 

Government Medical Department. 

MORBIDITY 

8. Give a general statement on the condition of health and nutrition of the 

population followed by specifie information supported by statistics on -

(a) epidemie diseases, 

(b) endemie diseases: malaria and other diseases of importance for the 

terri tory, 

(c) tuberculosis, leprosy, venereal diseases and ethers of social importance, 

(d) diseases due to nutritional deficiency. 

MORTALITY 

9. What are the principal causes of death? 

Give statistics which should be based only on deaths of which the cause has 

/been medically 
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been medically certified.. 
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Specify t4e causes 

latter by age groups. 

PUBLIC BEALTH ACTIVITIES 

of maternal and. infant and child :leatbs separately,. the 

lü. 
Give a statement of the epidell'..:ics vrhich have occurred, and of the meaeures 

taken to control them. 
~ l 
.1...... State ,,rbat measures have lleen taken to :preYent 

(a) malaria and other endemie diseases, 

( b) tu·berculosis, lepros;y and. venere3l diseases and othe1· diseases of 

social significance. 

:ùescribe the action taken to rèduce inf'ant and maternal deaths anrl to remedy · 
12. 

nutritional defects. 

13 · Describe the measures t'àken for the protection of the heaJ.th of 1-rorlcers 

emp1oyed in industrial and agricultural enterprises. 

14. Sta te 1-;ha t ·arrangements have oeen made -

( a) for the di sposal of wa ste matter s, 

(b) for the multiplication of hygienic latrines, 

( c) to assure the supply of potable water to urban and rural comrnuni ties . . · 

15. Is there a service for the inspection of milk, meat and other foodstuffs? 

Describe its work br~efly. 

lv'IEDICJ-\L EI:UCATION 

16. v.Jhat qualifications or other conditions entitle the holdèr to practice as a - · 

(a) medical practitioner, (b) pharmacist, (c) dentist, or (d) in one of the other 

0a tegories of the medical service. · 

17. Is there a medical school of University standard in the territory at which 

people of it can acquire a qualification as doctor, pharmacist Ôr dentist? If not, 

T,.;bat i'acili ties are provided .for them to acquire such qualifications elsèwhere? 

Are there any institutions in the terri tory for the training of nurses . and 

auxiliary medical and nursing staff and what qualifications do they give? · 

Enumerate the categories provided for, giving for each the conditions of 

If certain of these institutions do not exist in the territory, state what 

faci1ities are provided for the people of it to acquire such qualifications 

elsewhere. 

In.all statistical information i t is strongly recommended that comparative 
statements for the previous five years should be included. This comparison should 
be il;l graphie form. 
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