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NF.GOTIATI'ON AND ADOPTION OF A DRAFT TRUSTEi:SHIP 
· AGREEMENT FOR ITftLIAN SOhALILAND 

Letter dated l'March 1950 received by the 
Presideilt of the Trusteeship Council from 

the Pennanent United Kingdom Representative 
on the Trusteeship c~uncil. 

11 0n the 26th January I gave an undertaking on behalf of His Ma.jesty 9e 

'aovernment in the Unite~ Kingdom of Great Brita~n and Northern Ireland that 

, I would furnish the·Trusteeship Council with ilµonnation regarding the 

provisional line up to which His :t-iajesty1 s Government proposed that the 

Italian Government should take over the administration.of the Trust Terri­

tory of Somaliland, 

11 The details of t~s provisional line are set out in the enclosure 

to this letter. It has always been the hope of His Majesty's Governnent 

that the question of the provisional frontier between Ethiopia and the 

Trust Territory of Somaliland would be settled by direct and friendly agree­

ment between the two parties principally concerned, namely Ethiopia and 

Italy as the Authority to which the administration of Somaliland has been 

entrusted. As members of the Council may be aware, the hopes of His ?-iajesty's 

Government in this respect have not been fulfilled and they have therefore 

had no alternative but to make arrangements which, after full consideration, 

seem to them to represent the maximum de~r.::e of c1.dministrative convenience 
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for both ~arties which is practicable in all the circumstances. -_It must, 

however, be und_erstood tha., this· arr-angement is a. provisional one oniy 

and without ~rLjudice to ·the f~~al pettlement_ of this ~uestion. I must 

infonn y~u that the Italian and ithiopian Governments have b~en infonned 

of this arrangement by His hajcsty1 s Government. 
11 It is tht- sincere hope of His 1-.ajesty• s Government, who have bct.n 

r~o~o~sible for au.ministering the Territory for the past nine years, that 

th~ ~rovisional arrangt:ments which th~y have been obliged to make will 

work to the satisfaction of the Italian and Ethiopian Administrations. 

His .·.aj~sty' s Government also ho};e that, pund.ing the final d€.limitation ot 
' ' 

th;; f ronth,r, both parties will make cv1;;;,ry effort to maintain peace ruid 

tran~uillity in'thc area. 
11 1 should be grateful if you would arrange for copies of this let,tlilr 

and of th'- cnclosur.:i to be ci_rculated to members of the Council. 

(Signed) Alan Burns" 

NOTE 

"The proposf:;d frontier lin~ is thti line shown upon British maps of 

1946: iast Africa: l/500,000. G~GS 4355: sheets: NB 38/4, 3rd edition: 

lfo JS/5, Jrd 8dition: Ntl JS/3, 2nd edlbion.. 

It is d~fined as follows: 

From th~ intcr-s~ction of 48 d~gr~~s east longitude and of 8 degrees 

north lntitude, th1::ncc south w.:;st to a point six kilometres to the south 

~ast of Gh~rou, thenc~ 3 kilometr~s to th~ south of Balli Abdi Ali, thence 

bdwt:en Dabarudne and Gheligir, thence to Ferfer leaving Ferfer to the 

~thiopian Administration, thence to a locality designated as Casiagur, thence 

approximately du0 west betw~en il Garasle and Dudum Har, thence,between El 

JJurrei and 11 heghet to Bag Bcrdo leaving Bag Barde to the Ethiopian Adminis-. , . 

tration, thence in a wcst-south-w~st direction to south of El Candar to 
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Sur Nohlt.: 1 through bur Ud::ild, th...;nc.; to t.h.; south of Dal Ual Gaandf;lci., 
. - . . 

to Uacsen, th...,nc1., to fot, l.:,t-ving li.:t to tti0 ltilian .;dministratiuu, 

th1;;ncc in u south-south-west ctirc;;tion between i.bdi 1';ur and El Garav, thenoc 

. bt..twe..:n Bcr Cural~ und .:>anc:1 I3issnch, · to ri. point'. J kilomutr1..s north .of Laas 

Chi Rc.hanuin, th(;nCt.. bdw(.;cn ;.;id ,.nan and :.;i Did i.n.::i.n, thenc1:- 3 kilan1;1trca 

· to tht.. north of. Egc1 iJdc, :i.nd · thc..nc~ to Dolo, i.t 0olo th!-- lin~, follows 

tht.: alr~ady d1.,;marcat\;d frontL,r u.ivLiin~ t.hv locality' b..;twcen Ethiopia and 

.;iomaliland ~ 11 




