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Exc~nr;e of cc:~.~.2.J2Pnden:e bet\'reen the Pros ide nt of the Trusteeship · Councii • 

end the. Govet·nmont of Israel. 

1. Iette~ .. -r-.com the Prosident ·of the Trustèeshi"D Cov.ncil to the Minis ter of . 

Fore:t,-;n Affcirs _.2_( ~__21., deted 21 lleecm"oer ;1.~49. 

I have the honout• to _colllt!lunicate hereuith a COY.J of the l"ElSOlution edopted 

by the ?Xusteeshi!l Coun~il on 20 Deccmber 1949 concernina the removal to · 

·,· - ... ' 

• · J ...

.- ··· _ ·" .-

. . ·- ·.· 

·. ' 

. ". _.· 

-. ~  

. 

 
 

Jerusalem of certain l!!ilûsiïries am central departments of the GoVOrntlen~ .cf Isreel; < 
Yov.r E:-:cellency 1·7111 note that under pa.racraph 2 (a) of this resolution I 

. . ,. : ,. 
- e.m roqllés~ed by the Trusteeship Couno111 as its President, to invite the Govermr.ent -- ,~ - ~  

< .:  

~~~1~  

---  
·' .. -.,
' -. <  

l. .submit e 1-rritten statement to the Cotmcil on the tnatters covered by 

this reso1.ution; . ~ 

2. rovoke the tr.easures refe~ed to in the fi'rst paragre:ph of t~ resolt~tion ·. --. -~~ 

~ ...

and to absta:tn from any action liable to hinder the implementation of the 

. Ge~rcl Assem"oly résolution of 9 Deceniber 1949. 

~-

· President of the Trusteeship Council 
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2. · f.etter àateâ. 30 December 1942 from the Pennanent Ret:reaentr:.ll.~ 

Israel, to ;the United Nations to the President of the Trusteeahi;p Counc,i,l 

1. · I hav~ the honor to submit the reply of the Government of Israel to your 

Excellency' a letter dated 21 Decem'ber 1949 addreased to the Minister for Fox·eign 

: Affaira of_ Israel . and inc1uding a copy of the resolution adopted by the 

· Trusteeship Counci1 on the 20th of December 1949 • . 

_ 2. -- The Govei'Ill'OOnt of Israel,_has obeerved that the question of the powers an~ 

competence ~ ·the Trusteeabip Counc11 waa raised in the course of the ~rusteeship 

Counci1' _a debates on 20 Decemb_er 1949, tu}.d that only a minori ty of the C01mcil 

( 5 membera out of 12) associated themse.1vea With. the resoluti<m) • In the vieY 

?f the _Government of Israel, the powers . of the Truateeship Council, as fully 

defined in the Charter of the United Nations, do not include a capa city to call 
. 1 

for the revocation -of aèministrative actn by the Governments of Mem.ber States. · 

in territories for whose administration a::;d security they are res:ponsible. In 
. ' 

this connexion, the Government of Israel has noted the doubta expreased in the 

debate.s of. the Tf'l:lsteeship Council on December 2o, -1949 "whether the Cotmcil vas · 

entitled to make a direct appeal to the GoverD.merit of Israel" or in :particulau 

''whether the Council bas autho:r:tty1 under the Genel"Bl Assembly re:Aolutian, to :pesa 

. a cendemnatory res_olution addre~sed to any particular Government". 

3. My Government believee that it hnd full and complete authority for deciding 

upon the meaeures announced in the Knesset on the 17th of Decemter 1949. The se 
- . 

measures .mark the continuation of a proceas begun lons ago as part of au effort to 

reetore Jerusalem to its traditional place in the life of the country. .It wi~l 

. be recalleà. that the highest organe of the State of Israel, the Presidency an<t · 
.· . 

the Knesset, were founded and instituted in Jeru~alem early in 1949, even 'bofo~e. 

Ierael's admdsaion to membership in the United Nations. The Supreme Court of 

Israel haa ·always sat in Jeruaalem, and eeveral Min1str1es have been wQiking in . 

the city for months past. My Govemme~t 1 . therefore 1 fa ils to understand the 

grounds for the opinion expressed in the Trusteeship· Council'a resolution that 

the "removal of certain ministries and central departments to Jerusalem • • • is 

likely to render more difficult the implementation of the statute of Jerusalem" 

referred to in the General Assembly Resolution of the 9th of December 1949. 

The eummary records of the Trusteeship Cc: . .:ncil' s debates do not include any · 

. indication of· how the working of a number of additional ministriea in Jerusalem 

/can affect 
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can affect · the dif'ficulties of implementing the Statute- - 'diffiduit1~~ which:, in .: . 
any event, the Government of IPrael believes to be insuperable. - / 

4. In response to Para. 2 (a) of · th~ · Trusteeship Council's resolution inviting 

. my Government to submit a 'lllritten ' stàt~ment on ·the matters cover~d by the 

resolution, I herewith have the honor to transmit, in addition to this latter," 

a copy of the statement made by the Prime Minister of Israel in the Knesset on 

13 December 1949. It will be_ se en tha t this statement reaffhms my Government' s 

position in favor of the exercise by the .United Nations of its responsibilities · 

for the effective safeguardingof the .Holy" .Places, which are th? source of 

int_ernational concern. · This information 1~ aubmitted. voluntarily, without 

prejudice to my Goverrunents' view, that 1t is not under duty in terms of the Charter: 

to submit information on the -proceedings at its parliamentary ~stitutions or · ori its .~ 
. . - ' . . ~ -

ldministration of Jerusalem. Such duty as defined in the Charter, does not appJ..Y , 

in this case, as Jerusalem is neither a trust terri tory nor a non-self-governing · 

· territory. 

5. · The Government of Israel; as a Member of · the United Nations, stFongly supports · 

the effective e:x:ercise by the Trueteeship .Council of its constitutional : 

responsibili ties as defined in ·the Charter • . In COilllllOn with many ether Goverr.m~nts , - ~ 
Israel, therefore, regretted the imposition on the Council of extra-Charter 

- - . -' 

responsibilities diverting i·t from its high mission for the advancement of 

backward territories and peoples towards self-goverruilent and independance towards · 

a needless attempt to cancel the liberty already achieved ~y the population ·or . 
Jerusalem. My Government remaina convinced that the people of that area are 

in:ferior to none in their r1ght and capacity for political indèpendence, and the , 

normal- democratie right to chooae their ow.n for.m of gover.nment. 

{Signed) A. S. EBAN 

.\ 

J. 
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ANtŒX 

STATEMENT . BY BEN -GURION 

PRIME MDUS'I'ER OF ISRAEL 

EEFORE TEE ENESSET 

December 13, .1949 

. . ..... 1 

.; .' .,·. ··; ·· . .-: ··.· 

·:.': . . ' 

- · ._. One week ago this dny, 1n the name of the Government of Israel, l ni.9de ·a.;'·· : 

. atatement o~ J~ruaalem be:fo~ the Knesset. I nced hardly say ta you that tliis · · · 

. statement rets ina i ts full force 1 Elnd that no change in our a tti tùde has oécu:rred 

•. :· o~ can ;possibly occur • 

. : · As you know, the General Aesembly of the United Nations ha s in· th€) meantilne, 

· by a large majority, d.ecided to place J.Jrusale:m under an international regime as 

a separate entity-. This decisicn is uttorly i11ca~-able of inlplementation .;. if 
· anly for the determined unaltel"ttblCt oppooition of the inhabi.tants of Jerusalem 

.. themse;!.ves~ .It is. to be ho:ped that the General Assembly will in the course of 

. · ·~· · time. correct this llliatake which ita rnaJori ty has made, and will make no attempt 

· · ,· ·:whatsoever to impose e regime en Ue Roly City . egainst the will of i ts :people· • 
• '· ',r 

We ·respect and eball continu•' to r0spect the wishes o1' all those States 

:: .!hich are concerned for freeclan of worship an! f~ee ac cess to the Holy Places, 

·and which seek to safeguerd exietir.!S r!ghts in t.he Eoly Places and religious · 

. buildings in Jerusalem. Our underta~j!'lB .to preserve ·thoae rights remains in .. . . 

: force, end we shall gladly and willint;l;-r carry 1 t eut, even though we ce.nnot· 

lend ourselves to take part .in the enforced separation of Jerusalem,· which · 

violates without need or reason the hiatcric ·and naturel richt of the people 

which dwells in Zion. 

From the very firat daye of the Provisicnal Government we made the peace, 

the. aecurity and the economie consolidation of Jerusalem our principal cere. In 

. . :"- t~e stress of var 
1 

when Jeruselem vas under siege 
1 

we \>TO;.e coropelled to establish 

i· : ·' ,the eeat of Government in Hakirya by Tel A vi v, But for the State of Israel there 

' _ · --.ha~ alwaya been and alveys Will be one capital only - Jerus~:~lem the eternel. So 

., __ · :· .. ~ ·~ 1t wae three thouaand yeara ago - and so it will be, \-te believe, until the end 

. . àf timè. 

. . . - - .As soon as the fighting stopped, we began transferring , govérmnent offices 

- ·~ ;-. to Jeruaalem end cr.eating the conditions t he capital needed - effective 
> '··, • • . 

.• . /communications, · 
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commun1.cations, economie and technical arrangements. We are continuing vith the 

transfer, of the Government to Jerusalem an~ hope to complete it as soon as 

possible. 

When the first Knesset was opened in Jeruselem on the 14th l!'ebrv.ary 1949 J 
'- \--

there were no adequa:te facilities for its po:n:oo.l functioning in the capital,· and-

it was necessary to transfer.its sessions temporarily to Tel Aviv. The requirèd 

·œrangements in Jerusalem are on the ve~-ge_ of completion, and there is nothiDg 

now to prevent the Knesset from retu~ing to.Jerusalem. We prepose that you take 

a decision to this effect •. 

In all these arrangements there ia, of, course, nothing that alters in the 

slightest degree any of the exist1ng rightà in the lloly Places, whicb the Government 

of Israel will respect in full~ or our consent to effective supervision of these 

Roly :Places by the United Nations, as our- delegation to the General Aasemb.ly 

declared. 

' 
/ 

/ 




