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The Secretary-General has the honour to cownunicate to members of the 

Trusteeship Council resolution 223 (III) adopted by the General Assembly 

at its 159th plenary meeting on 18 November 1948: 

"THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

"TAKES NOTE of the report of the Trusteeship Council covering 

its second and third sessions (A/603); 

"EXPRESSES its confidence that the Trusteeship Council, in a 

spirit of co-operation, will effectively contribute to achieving 

the high objectives of the Trusteeship System; 

';RECOMMENDS that the Trusteeshi.p Council consider at its next 

session the comments and suggestions made during the discussion of 

the report at the third session of the General Assembly; 

"BEQUESTS the Secretary-General to prepare for the use of the 

Trusteeship Council an appropriate document setting forth such 

comments and suggestions.'' 
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Council1 contained in the report covering its seccnd a:nd thh"d 

sessions, on the existing or proposed administrative unions 

betweeu certain Trust Territories ar...d the adjacent territories 

under the sovereignty or control of the Awninistering Authority, 

!'NOTES the observations of the Trusteeahip Ccuncil on such 

administrative u.~ions; a?d in particular, 

"EN'DORSES the observations of the Trusteeship Council that 

an aŒ:rdi:iistrative union 'must -rema:·in strictly administrative in 

its nature and its scope e.n.d that its operation mus-t 110t have 

the effect of creating al" .. y conil.iticns' ·uhich w.ill obstruct the 

· ·separa te · developnient: of the Trust Terri tor.r, ill the fields of 

politicai, economie; social and educational· advancement, as a 

distinct eritity', . · ·.: 

"PJWŒ~NDS accordingly that the Trusteeship Cou:o.cil 
. should: ·. ··, 

(a) :rnvestigate these questions in all their aspects 

·-v1ith special reference to suèh unions a.lreaèy con[Jtituted 

or proposed and in the light of the terms of the 

?ruateeship Ag:r.eemonts and of the. assurances given by 

the Admiriistering Au"Choritiès in this connexion; 

.' (b) In the light of this investigation, recommend such 

.. ·saféguards· as .the Council may deem necessa.ry to pJ:>eserve 

-the. distinct political.status of·the Trust Territories and 

to enable the· CounGÙ effectiVely 'to exel4 ùise supar:visory 

functions -ovcr auch Terri tories; ·· · 

( c) Request, 1-:ilene\~ûl.'" appr·opriatë, ,an adviscry oplnion 
. . 

of,the International Court of Justice asto -whather such 

unions arewithin the scope of a:nù compatible -with; the 

stj.pulations of' ·-the Charter and the terms of the 

· Trusteeship Agreements as approved by' the General Assembly; 

. ( d) Invite· the Administeriilg Auth0rities to make 

. available to the C01..1:ncil such information relating to 

. administrative unions as will facilitate the investigation 

by the ·cauncil referred to above; 

(e) Report specifically to the nBxt regular sessic.n of the 

. · General·Asse:ubly on the resulta of tha Cou.."'lcil's 

investigations·and·the action taken by it." 




