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The follo;dng extract fl'o::n an umlated commœücation fron1 Garald 0. A~ru1na 

en ti tled. "The Un:L ted Nations and t:te People of Heste1·n Togol'lncl" is 

transmit"t;ed to memùers of the Council at the req,lest of the delegation of 

the Philippi,.,es .. 

EDUCATIONAL BA.CKGJOUIID --,.·--·---------
Educatl.ol1 in Togoland has always been, end still is, left :in the hantls 

of the Missionary bodies vlho r~n :prLnary schools. When the Chief anc1 pec-;:Jle 

of a village desire to ;1ave a school they send r:eti tiœ1s to the r:Jiss:i onaries. 

·very often the :peti t:.on is t11rned. doun and in cases >Jhe.ce i t is accepted. 

for .:::onside::-aUon, the :people must agree to mal:e a gift of large st1·etches 

of land to the mission and unêlertake to constr~~ct and equi:p the 

schoo1building, which must be nccording to quite an expeusi.v8 regulrrtion 

pattern. In some cases, t:1ey must be prepared to pay the teachers' salades, 

the miss ion2 me~:ely pro·d.d:i.ng the teachers. 

The taacher is usunlly encu:nbe:::-ed ·,ri th a lot of duties. In addition 

to his T01).ti~e occupation -vrith his pupils in the clai3Broom, he has to act 

as i·lell as the village pa:::-son, hold oorning and evening religio·Js cervi?es, 

train candida tos for baptism and confirmat:!.on, collect clnrch dues, :prepare 

people for communion and go o:'ten to confer with his circuit pastor at 

the head. station. These duties often take hir.1 m:;ay from the classroom1 

leaving "'.:he pupils 11ithout supel'visicn. fEB 2 0 i949 

In this monner a great deal of the child 's ti.me a!1d opportunities 

a:::-c wastcd. Re has to s:pe!ld three years learnine; the rudiments of reading 

and vTri ting his local vernaculnl' and a little bit of spoken English us11ally 

very badly taught. Then he tra7els away from his village to do another 

three years in a central junior school, where he continues to learn the 
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local vernacular and starts lea.rn:i:ng to read and i·Trite English.. At the 

end of six years at sch:>ol, he has hardly learned enough to be of use to 

him in s~.1:1ple da ily life. He is very luc ky if he gets the chance to go 

into a central up'!_)cr prir.1ary school, v7here he is prepared for the Primary 

School Leaving Certificate Exam. Four yea:rs are spent in this Ur;r:;,e:c 

Primary School, gonerally called a Senior School. He has then spent ten 

years at school, and as the ayerage starting age is eight J'ears, he is 

already eighteen Jrears of age, too big to be elig~.ble for any secondary 

scholarshtps. A chil(l w·ho coraes from a good bac::ground mo.y manage to leave 

the Element:1ry School at fonrteen and may therefore manage to get a 

scholarship or a :pass into a second!Jry school; but he has to trm."el outside 

Togoland for this, as there are no second3ry schools in the Territory 

itself. It is often claimed that Achimota College and ether seconàary 

schools in the Gold Coast a·dmi t Togo!.and students. This is true in a 

mensure; but it must be pointed out tho.t thcse secondary schools are not 

enough even for the demands of the Gold Coast itself, and certainly a 

candidate from outside the Gold Coast must be exceptional to get a chance, 

In spite of all these handicaps, the dema:nd fo:::- education is very 

great indeed. Every year many chiefs apply for permission to start schooJ_s 

in the ir 'Tillages, for by a decree of the Gold Coast Goverrunent, no one 

can start a nevT school in the Territury vT:i.thout the written pennission 

of the Director of Education, and application has to be m8de through a 

missionary body six months previous. Very fei·T of these applications are 

usu.ally granted. For the year 19h8, all a·rpl:Lcations were turned dow.1, 

and 110 new schools were allm.;ed to be opened. Thousands of cl:ildren of 

school-3oing ~ge were disappointod. In one school alone 

at Ho, over a hundred children sot-;ght admission into the firnt Infant 

Class; thirty six were admitted in accordance with the rüles, and the rest 

were let looso again into the lanes. Hundreds of boys and girls were turned 

back at the gates of the Senior Schools and a lot of money 1ms wasted 

by parents travelling up and do-;m the country seeking chances for their 

children. ·At I::petoe, near Ho, forty-five boys and girls v:aited until 

Hnrch for permission to be started into the first form of a Senior School. 

At the end of their waiting, they were denied their hopes and had to go 

back to the bush. 

The school fees are very high, too high for ~ost parents, as these 

are mainly farmers whose scanty earnings all go back into the purchase of 

tcols and household requirements. The nm.;corr:er to an Infant School pays 

18/- a yea.r; in the Junior School the fee is 30/- a year; and in the 

Senior Scheel 42/- a year. In addition to this there are the ever 

increasing high costs of boo~œ and materials to consider, as 'vell as the 
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cost of' regular school uniform vrhich évery pt..l?il is required to '"ear. T"nen 

there are other e:~ra fees exacted, such as Art and Crafts fees, Dispensa~y 

fees, band fees, Domestic Science fees, etc. Taking into consideration thvt 

the sa;tary of the Paramount Chief of one of the most progressive States, 

the Asogli State, is ~ 84 a year, the cast of educat~on ce1~ainly is far 

too high for the average Togolander. T'nat elementary education cannat 

be r.1ade compulsory and a-.:ailable to all is already disturbing; that 

restrictions should be placed t~on the facilities and the efforts of the 

people is cons idered as serious. 

The two l!'E.in educational bodies operating in the s0uthern section of 

the Territory are the Roman Catholic Hission and the Presbyterian Church, 

who use the schools as recru~ting g:rounds for converts to their respective 

denominations. The sort of religions training given in the various classes 

aims more at conversion than at giving the child an experience in turnir:g 

within himself for dail.y contact Hith that im:;?ond.erable force and essence, 

the source of all li fe and tntelligence which men call God ~ A lot of 

denominati~:r..:·:l jealousy and competition is the:refore the result. So it is 

that vlhilst many villages have been denied any 'racili ties of having any ' 

schools at all, yet in the more prosperous places both missions establish 

schools and ring bells at opposite enàs of the village at the.s~e time. 

It is not unusual to come across teachers of these rival establish.rnents 

disputing over a child vJhose der.ominational affiliations oblige the 

parents tc force him into one school when he himself woul.d prefer to go 

anothe:r where the tuition and sur.rolli~dings are more attractive. 

There are no schools in the southern sect~on run by the natives 

themsolves independently of the missions. Government and Native Authorities 

pay grants-in-aid to the missions towards teache~s' salaries, buildings 

and equipD.ent. The only attempt ever made by the natives to runa school 

e:nt:Lr0ly their mm was in the year 1933 when the Paramount Chief of the 

AsoGli Stcte opened a Senior School at Ho to supply an urgent need. He 

1~as shar:;;>ly discotJ.raged; the two missions opened t-vro ne1-; Senior Schools 

tlle n~xt ;s"ear, forbade thei~ members to allow the ir chiJ.dren to go to the 

Chief's school upon penalty of ex-commu.·•licction, and so in 1936 the 

Asogli State School had to close down, leaving onJ.y its spacious football 

ground to the bene fit of the youth of the village. 

Apart from the spasmodic attempts made here and there by enterprising 

young teachers to open evening classes for illiterates, nothing has been 

done so far by any of the educational tmits in the direction of mass or 

adult education. 

/A series of 



T/261 
Page 4 

A serlcs of -afforts towa:t•ds "Fun~éllTlex.rtal B<luct:.tion in J.ts brœdest 

sense h<gre beGn undc-:-taker. ·oy s·l;ch Inrpr.ovement Soc ieties a3 the Ascgli y0,~th 

Lo;::ague and the Akpini Y ou th Soe i et y and the liri.ter 's ~.:r..pe:rtences in 

this field a:!.~e being recorded in a separate report for the Fundazuental 

Ed'J~atio:l Section of u.m.:.SCO. 
·· It iWS reaiized in the 'I'crritory qui te long since tha:t every 

è.e·,.;ùormer•t would dcpènd U::!)'Jn education, and that even political de':elop.:mr:t 

·11oulc~ ·be tlrHnrtcd. unless the pco:ple 's m'inds were en1if)1tened. The :primary 

a:i.m of ull these societles, the::.·efore, hr~s aluays been to cnlig...'lten the 

minds of the people and educate pu1Jlic opinion. Th~.s hes never beon 

more necessary in Togolond th"J.n at the close of the Secœ1d Ho:dd tvar, and 

the birtl1 of the United. nutions end its Trusteesh:i-p System. 

The complete absence of Sccondary or Technical schools, and the 

lack of eithcr ciner.:a, :;?ress or radio, have ·oeen basic factors in creati:Jg 

the cducutional background against which -work began to inform tne :people 

of the extstence and ains of a <listant body called the United 'Nations. 




