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Memorandum prepared by the Secretariat 

,. 

1. As a resu1t of the decision of the ' General Assemb1y at its. one hundred 

and twenty-first plenary meeting,' on 2o November 1947, the Trusteeship 

Counèil is for the present requested to dispense with written verbatim 

records fo~ its meetings (document A/498). 

2. During the eighteenth meeting of the second session of the Trusteeship 
\ 

Counci1, on 16 December 1947, th~ President informed the members of the 

Counci1 that the Office of the Secretary-General ha~ agreed to provide 
' ' 

the Trusteeship Counci1 with Verbatim Reporters ' when important testimony 

is to be recorded. In a letter dated 12 December_ 1947, this agreement 

was confirmed by the Executive Assistant to the Sec~etary-General. The 

letter stated: 

"The Department of Conferences and General ·services, which is 

responsible for the scheduling of meetings, has been lnstructed,.. to 
' ' ' 

take into account the special requirements of the Trusteeship 

Council for Verbatim Reporters when important testimony is to be 

recorded. The Department will avoid··sche.duling such meetings of 

the Trusteeship Council simultaneously with the meetings of the 

Security Council or, alternatively, it will deploy our staff of 
\ 

Verbatim Reporters in such a way as to assure the Trusteeship 

Council the necessary service." 
i 

-.. - ~_.., ,.,..,.._ .... ... ~:-~· '"':-'. -:··_ .... _' - -\ 
\ ·-· 31~ ~Î.~ ]Y;~ew of ~ th~~~ decisions i t appears necessary for the Trusteeship 

\ Council _to ~xa~ine ~he desirability of revising certain rules of its 

\ Rui~~~:~~~~~,~~;~;~~e. \The Secreta~iat submi ts for the. ,co~~ideration 1 
of the 

meml:)'er;:;_;<Q.f·~the T:t::!le:teeship Counc1l tho following suggest1ons: .. _ , 

' 
(a) Rule 32: Substituts the word "The" ,for the ·word "Verbatim11 in the 

/first 
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first sentence, so as to read: "'rbe records of meetings of the 

Trusteeship Council shall be dra-vm up in· the >wrking langauges." 

Delete the worcl 11 Verbatim11 in the second sentence) so as to 

read: "A translation of the >vhole or part of' any record into any 

pf the other official ~anguages shall be furnished if reques·~ed by any 

representative·· in the Trusteeship Council." 

(b) Rule 46: Substitute "summary" for. "verbatim" in the first sentence, 

so as to read: uThe summàry records of all public and privat.e meetil::gs 

shall be prepared by the Secretariat.'' 

Insert â new second. sentence reading: "The, Trusteeshi-p Council 

may decide that verbatim records shall be taken'by the Secretariat at 

such times as it may deem necessary." 

, Substitute the words "The records 11 for the word "Theyn iri the 

·last sentence, so as to read: "The records shall be made· availablc 

in so far as possible within twenty-four hours of the end of the 

meetings to the representatives who havè participated in the meetings." 

(c) Rule 47: Delete the word "verbatim" in the first sentence, so as 

to read: "The representatives who have participated in the meetings 

shall, within two working days after the distribution of the records, 

inform the Secretary-General of any corrections they wish to have made. -

Corrections that have been requ~sted shall be conr.idered approved, unless 

the President is of the opinion that they are sufficiently important 

.to be submitted to thè ~usteeshi;p Council for approval." 

( d) Rule 48: Delete the word 11 verbatim" in the i'irst sentence, so 

asto read: "The records of public and private meetings in which· 
\ 

no corrections have been requested or which have been corr~cted in 

accordance with Rule 47 shall be considered as the official records 

of the'Trusteeship Council. The official records of public meetings shall 

be published by the Secretariat as promptly as possible and communicated 

to the Members of the United Nations and to. the specialized agencies 

referred to in Rule 4." 




