


T/5h
Page 2
commm’s 1\1‘Du BY REPREbENTATIV"S op ML REPORT OF THL
~;'f;jf"‘ TRUSTCLSHIP COUNCIL COVERING ITS FIRST SLSSION ‘

(E\tracts from the Provisional Verbatim Records of the Thirt/-Fourth'?’/ :
- Meeting of the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly,
29 September 19L7T)

11

The renresentctive of Denmark endorsed the recommendation ,,.,.adooted';k

oy the Trusteeship Council, according to which the General Assembpl; shoularv‘f
make regular provision in the budget of the United Nations for periodic‘.rfi*'i
; v_s1ts to Trust Territories." ;

He drew ettention "

PR By ce.eoto the reCOmmenoetions contained in the report N

of the Commission on the Status of Homen (document E/281, Chanter VI). Thej;“’

- Commission, whose proposals were approved br the Economic and Social CounCilgi.

’,‘1n March. l9h7, expressed the desire for active co-operation with the 7'-

V ”rusteeship Councwl and, more particularl" #t wished to participate in therpff
Orafting of the cuestionnaire of that CounCWl.....This desire vas complwed '”xr
_with and the reuuln ma be seen in naragraphs 132 to 135 of the cuestlonnaire,ﬂt
vnder the. headin' 1Status of Women', "

) In expressing his apnreciatﬂon of the action taken by the Trusteeship,:—? :
Council he sungested that it might ".....perhepe, if practicable, be ?;1“
adv1sable that peu»uion= addressed to the ”rusneeship Council vhich reise =
cuestions of paftwcular interest from the point of view of women should- be'fjff
‘examined in -collaboration with the Commission on the Status of Uomenfv'In :’jﬁ’

;f;enerel, in rien of the existence under the Tconomic and Social Council»of ;;ff

"1 e sﬁecial~body'of experts endeavouring to promote the progress of women .

{; ell:over the'world;.... t would be most desireble that the Trusteeship

'f'Council'shouldueril itself of the services of the Commission whenever the ;f,f

R eubgect-matter werrents 1t The technical ‘errangements necessery for

, 1nsuring the’ collaboration just env1saged would, of course, be & matter 1or
eiamlnation by the Committee on the co-ordination of the work of the

: Trusteeship Council and of the Economic and Social Council. "

The representgtive of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics eipreSQed

'i obgections to certein of the rules of procedure adopted by the Trusteeship ;:f§
Council es follovs: o ' - '

"He took for comnerison the rules of croceoure worked out by thé _T " 3

Preparatorv Comm~e°10n ' .

, ~ Rule 61 of the rules of procedure prepared by the Preparstory CQMMiSSIODjf

1 etated that "the Council shall conouct as one meens of giving effect to .. .
- o | ' /Article 76b
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Article T6b of the Charter, periodic surveys of the development of the
political institutions and capacity for self-government or independence of
the inhabitante of each Trust éerritory for which the Council is empowered .
to conduct*such‘surveys by the termé of the trusteeship agreements; that
during .such surveys the Trusteeship Council is empowcred  to use various
mcthods to ensure the fullest possible expression of the wishes of the local
population, such as the voice of the representative organs if they exist,
the holding of public elections of ‘spokesmen, consultation with the national
organizations, popular referendum;'direct contact by the special
representatives of the Council with the people of the Territory, or other
methods appropriate to the progressive state of political development of the
people; that the results of those surveys should be submitted to the Genmeral
Assembly, or to the Security Council, as the case may be." :
The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics observed
- that "this rule is completely in accordance with the tasks and purposes of

the international trusteeship system .and with the principles and provisions
" and pointed out that ".....this
Instead

of the Charter of the United Natioms.....
rule was objected to and was deleted from the rules of procedure.
of this, rule 94 was substituted in the rules of procedure which sald
nothing regarding investigations of political institutions, or the capacity
for self-government or independerice of. fhe inhabitants of each Trust

Territory. That rule makes it difficult for the Trusteeshlp Council to cavry

on investigations of a wolitical nature.'
The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republlcs recalled

that last year a discussion tock place regarding the desirability of perlodlc- s
e ———

EEZigﬂﬁ_9i_irnsieeship_agzggggQ§§, with a view to their modification,

amendment, etec.
..The Soviet Union delegation, as well as othor delegations, in .

submitting such proposals, considered that Trusteeship agreements, as-
well as the Trusteeship System itself, is not and should not be considercd ‘

as something unalterable.
i - wag perfectly natural, from the polltical p01nb of view, that

the preparatlon for independence and self-govermnment of peoples in

Trust Territories should give rise to changes which should be mirrored

in the Trusteeship agreements.
"In the rules of procedure which were drawn up by the Preparatory

Commission, rule 59 expressly stated that the Council may submit to the
appropriate organs of the United Nations redommquations for alterations o
or smendments in the terms of any Trusteeship agreement, so far as they

/come wiihin '
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come.within the competence of the Trusteeship Council,
“"But that phrase also had disappeared from the rules of proaedure :
. which now contained only a vague statement on the subject." |
He said that "In addition to the above-mentlonedArule of the rules of
procedure which were drafted by the Trusteeship Council,/there are still other
rules vhich need correction.” o
’ "For instance, in a number of rules in the rules of procedure, there
is a statement in reference to various committees and commissions which
the Trusteeship Council can create for one or another reason, In view
-of the very specific nature of the Trusteeship Council, and in view of
" the faet that the very principle of the creation of a Trusteeship Council
provides for equal representation for countries which are'administeriné
powers and those which are.non-administering povers, the Soviet Union,
therefore, believes it is correct in basing itself upon this principle
of equal representation of administering and non-administering powers
in the formulation of the various bodies of the Trusteeship Qouncil."
, "Furthermore, it would also be wise'te consider that information on
the decisions taken by the Trueﬁeeship Council on each petition, |
regardless of whether the decisions are taken at an open or a closed
meeting of the'Council, should be transmitted to the population.or the
group which has subtmitted this petition."
Finally, he considered that the Fourth Committee ".....has the right and
the obligation to give the Trusteeship Council such advice and recommendations
as should be used by the Trusteeship Council in its future activities." '

'The representative of India expressed his hope that ".....the General

Assembly will make reasonable provision for periodic visits to be carried
out, In the opinion of his delegation, such visits are of prime importance,
Therefore, it trusts that the budget allotment for this purpose will be
adequate " :

He noted that ".....Article 87 (c) of the Charter provided for perloaic
vieits but does not confine the visitors to being members of the Trusteeship
Council. If that is correct, he hoped that at some time or othez//natlonals
of countries not represented directly on the Trusteeship Coyn01l mlghﬁ be
ellowed to share in these visits." ) 2

He made the following recommendations with regard to the Provisional
CGuestionnaire: ‘ |
Section B, Question 11

The representative ofs India proposed that this question, reading "What

~ is the status of immigrant communities?” be altered to read as follows:
"Iy there any difference in status or practice recognized by the

/Administering -
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"Ie there any compulsory leabour at ell? If so, why and for vhat -
purposes?" o ‘
Statistical Appendizx: XIII - Education

The representative of India recommended that ".....there should®be a

question inquiring vhat is the per capita expenditure on education for the
verious races" and thet it should be known, "in some detail, where there are
different races in & country, vhat amount is spent on the education of each -
of these races."

"

The representative of Zgypt remarked that he would like ".....to discuss

in deteil the questionnaire prepared by the‘Trusteeship Council, as set
forth in document T/hk...,.However, to save time the Bgyptian delegation
will send their remsrks to the Trusteeship Council, especially since it
must be borne in mind that this Questionnaire is still provisional without
any touch of finality or pretention to perfection on the part of the Council."
He reminded‘the members of the Committee of "the questionnaire for the
non-celf-governing territories. A study of this questiomnaire, vhich vas
prepared with the help of the different organizations, might also be useful
and helpful in formulatlng the finel draft of the necessary report."
It was-the viev of the representative that "On the question of periodic
visits to Trust Territories" these visite are of ‘paramount importance as a
regular function of the'International Trusteeship System. The delegation
of Egypt, therefore, supports whole-heaertedly the resolution of the
Trusteeshin Council for regular budgetary provisions for these, and requests,
&8 has been mentioned,‘that this Commiﬁtee should ask the General A _sembly
to be generous in regard to this very urgent and needed task. '
He continued that it was the thought of the delegation of Egypt that
"in fofming zuch a mlSinD, the political element, vhile full regerd is
paid to its importence, should not dominate, Specialized agencies shoul
_ be represented and their viewe must be given the utmost welght.....The basic
objectives of the .Trusteeship System ere clearly indicated in Articie\?é
of the Charter and we can see the prominence of the non-political issues
- of the gquestion from the economic, social and educational asPects,’ana in
any visit experts in these matters shoﬁld be represented.”

The ropresentative of Poland stated that he "shared the views expressced

by the Soviet Union delegation with respect to the rules of procedure of the
Council" and was of the opinion that: ".....the tendency is to formulate
the rules in & wey vhich to a large aegree free the Trusteeship Council from

its political resnon5¢b;lity.

/The representative

















