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The Comm1 ttee owes a great debt to ~e Socretariat and the United : ' 
. . . - - . . 

1 States 8.1\d United Kingdom Delegations for docU1!lents A/Ac.1O/7, 10/11~ arid 
, ' ., 

10/16. We gather . here for the pUl"J?OSe of finding methods .. for. the. General · .. 

Assembly to impl~:ment the provisions o.f tho Charter reaardiJli3 encourageme~t 

of progressive development of internation3l law and its codification.· 'l'ho~ 
. . . 

d.ocuments I have mentioned helv us npt a little in· clarifying 01u· thought on 
. . . f ·-' - . -.. : . ' . . 

the subject and fonnulnting our own id:ea on the :methods we are 'after. 

The Secretariat memorv.ndum. contains an analysis of the problem vith 
'· 

S"LlBSestsJ. possibilities t~ meet it. · It is extremely useful. ' 
/ 

Each of the lh11 ted states and United Klr.gd.om memoranda 131 ve ua a 

concrete• plan. The central point suggested by both is the. creatio:: of en 

s:rpert body by a process of selecti;n that will insure 1 ts competence_. But · 

t:le siillilarity of the two plans ends there. · To Gtart ~ith, vh11e the United. 

States plan suggests selection of the expert body by the Gener:ar Assembly 
' I ,• . - ' - , 

and. the Secur:t ty Cour..cil throup,h a procedure ~omparable to that. noW prc?ided .. 

fer the ~lection of Judgea of the. International Court Of ~ustioe, t:he 

t''!lited Kingdom. plan ~roposet; to entrust the- ~1ob to the m.embers of the said 
. \ . 

Ccurt, if it accepts-'an invitation. to underta.tce it. Next, th~ Unite·d Stat.es 

Plan entrusts to the expert 'body the double ta.sl;:s of the developmen~. of the·. 
J . " . · .... · .. ; ; ,· . ·.,. 

law and 1 ts codifica.tion. In addition it provides a procedur·e for 1 ts wo.rk · .. 
. \ . . . .. " . ·. . 

that will. l.ead to a. definite end, and contemplates certain permzmency for · 
. ~· . 

the body 1n order that it or some substitute, c~ continue the vork into 
. I . " . 

\ ' •' ,, 

the f-Llture; · The Unita.d-.Kinsd.om plan, on the other hand, er.trusts t·o the. 

( "R Ti' ~· E I V E D and.· · tb. en ·1_,,,;,. ... ,,,:s' the result of. · • · .· · e):pett ~oay with only r statement of the law, .,u.,v I 2. 1 MAY i947· .. I I . N l T ~ o N AT I ON S 
U ARCHIVl!S 
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Nr. CheirLJan, the United Ki:ngd.0:n plen has. logic on its sid-a, Or!e 

.. would be :persuadsd -to accept it, if h9 were convinced that tl,e 011}.y 
'-

·a.iternnti:1to ·to it· is the diecredit.ed··method of ccu.ifi~at'16n by Conventim1. 

wh:i:}'h c·hara~teri.~0s the futile _e.ffort.s 1:f tbo I,eague of Nations, 

~oclJ.i'ication by Co1rvention was tho · o~.ly _methocl open to the :nations in the . 

:past. It·-wculd. St:3em that, U..'lrier· the majorit~.' ru1e in the dene:-e.::i.. Aseorubly 
. . / , 

of the Uid. tea. Natic.,:ns cod:ifi·c~tion cc°Ju°ld he el'f ected by ResoJ.ut.ion, :.· :c- ha~;e, 
,. 

hm:evcr,;, -~o acho.1 t that if the United Nations f s riot yet u..-ii ted. il, ·1 ts 

the· Uni te·1. Kingdom p).a:1, is porllaps t-ha oi'lly method that can hn-pe f::>r 
' 

acceptan•~e. 

As01.1mi1~ ·that the 11.at.ic:ns a:re read.:y to g:) forward, I feel :thii-'; tns 

cf the expert body tha·t. \-rnl, , to jud.g,3 by thf':l pra.ctfoo of the 'bodfos t·c d.r. 

t "e T.:·•·I·k 1 "" +'1e G=--e-nl A"'c-e~,._ly a:""'d .;..h· e Se"'..,ur1· +..,y 1..'"?o•,..._ci.l,-. -i--~~u_· .. e :! ff W ~ , •-., ·>, ,11 "'-'d .I. U. -;>~, ,,, • ., •• L U, • "'-'~ ,. ~--

~(!Ui tab.l.e geo!_sra.phfoaJ. reprer-rnptc.tion, ,-rhile aiming pri!llB.r:Uy at ear.:u~·i:ug 

personal co~petence. (Jn this point the United. Kin,r5do.;r. plan; :l.f se:i.ect?-i 
.. . 

as basis cf discussioil ir.stead, ea~, of course, he ir.pr~7ed by a spe~icl 

provision. The morei im:pc,rte.n-c feo.turet: of the Uhit.ed States ;,::.an a!'e 

undoubtedly the p~r:for.nance of the two taeks by one body, the looking 

towo:rd.a a d.efini te ·e!1d. for those tasks 1 · and. t.he · contemplation ·of permru~ent 

attempt o.t th~m. Progressive development and cou.ification, though two 

distir.tct tasko, ars closely relat.ed, h~ve • ir.tfluaD.ce one upon the other and 

of ten o~·erJ.a:p. !t is ::.1ors deeirablP. to enti·ust the:rn to one bod:r, 

In'tenie.tion?.l law is m-:.ffic-iently de·velo:p-::.d and tl10 wc,i~ld iB oager:i.y waHir.g 

:::'or the rule .of la,.. These pheJ.1om.e11e J11stify us .:i..1Jokh1g fortvard to a.efi:iite 

results in -t:;e further davclopmerrt of the Jaw and. its cod.ifica:tion. 1hey 
. [' 

nlsc Jus liif1 us \o!orldug- for the resuJ.ts ~on"tinuouely. 
. .. I . • 

l',r. Cha.:tr:nan) the· dev01upmerrt ,-,f t.1.t~:rnatio:':lal law, of which ' 

cc,clif icati()n is in a sense an j:ucte.ental part, owes much to the oou::.-age of 

/the earlJ 
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the early masters of the science) no less th~h to their efforts;· Perhaps 

they had :reacion to be bold as well as irid1J.strious, for they ,lived in an 

age when the need of tbe rule of law was keenly felt. But,, i'J seems,· we 

have entered ai:i ag8 in which the same feeliD,g is no less keen, and ,evidently 

something must be do~},0 a1xrnt it. We Git here as gover:i,me;1t representatives. 

But don't fo1~g0t 'that )?ractically all of us. are b:r :profession.or inter.est 

expected to carry for-,,mrd the torch handed to us by the,said masters. Let 

us match our efforts ·with cour6ge, end within the, realm of prnctical 

· :politics 'boldly forge ahead. 




