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The Committee owes & gr eat deb’c to the Socretarie‘b and the United -

States and United Kingdom Delogations for documents A/AC 10/7, 10/11; and

. 10/16. Ve gather here for the purvoee of finding methods for the Ganeral

Assembly to implement the provisione of the Charter regarding encoumgement

of progressive developmnt of international law and its codification Tho

locuments I hevo mentioned help us not & iittle in clarifying our thought on _’f

the sub ﬁect and formulating our own 1dee on the methode we - are after.

The Secretariat memorandum containg an analysis of the problem vith

5 oested. poseibilitiee to meet it. It 1s extremely useful " '5 U

7/

Each of the United Statss and Unitad Kirgdom memorepda give ue a

tenereto nle.n The central point suggested by both is ‘hbe creatim of an

sipert body by 8 process oi‘ selection that will insure its competence. But

tas similarity Of the two plans ends there. To ,,tart with, vhile the Uhited ,.iv'

States plan euggests selection of the expert body by ‘the General Assembl,y
and the Security Courcil through a procedure comparable to that rov. prcvided
fr the election of Judge‘z of the, Interna’ciopal Court of Justice, the '

Tnited Kingdom plan pvopouez, to ontruet the ,job to the members of the eaid
Court, 1T 1t accepts an 1nvitation to undertake it Next, the United Statee

dlan entrusts to the expert body the double tasko of the development of the =
e

lew and its codiflcetion. In sddition 1% providee a procedure for ite W°rk

thiat will lead to a8 definite end and contemplateo certain pemarency for

the body 1n order that 1t , or gome subs’citute ’ can continue the work 1nto

the future. '.L‘he Kingdom plm, on the other hand ex:.truets to the
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It worly &0 Lis omn4mcrits and let the hody tvrmihatc with 1te hask,

Mr, Chairman, the United Kingdom rlen has Jogic on 1te side. One -
r'would be persuaded tb accept it, 1f he were convinced that the ouly .
'althrnntive to 11 is the dLbcred ted metloa of cculflcat{on bv {onvention
whish characterizes the futile_efforts of £ho Isague of Nations.,

Codificatiun hy Convention was tho'only.method aren to the mations in the .

4

A

past. Lt»w~u¢d seen that under bhe majority ruie in the Generai Assenbiy

of thc Un$+ed Jatlonu oodi cation sould Be'effected by nueojutlcn‘-‘»-ha“e

Y

howevcr: to adwmlt rth 1f tre Dn¢t9d Nabioua is not vet unlteﬂ in its j

desire to 1mp¢cment the provision of the C}arter regerdiag codification;

the United Lingdom plan, 1s porhaps the oaly method that can hope for

acceplaute, ’

Assuvming that the naticns are ready to go forward, I feol ISha' %as

United Stetes plan is preferavle, It provides o procedure for the celestica
cf' the expert body tha® will, to Judge by the rractice of tiae bodies tt ao
the werk, 1.e,, the General Assembly end the Security Council, insure

equitable geographiscel rspressntetion, while alming primarily ah sacuring

personal competence, Un this pﬁint the United Kingdun plan, 1f seiects
as basio ¢f discdssibn instead, can, of cource, be improved by a spoc¢a;
provicion, The more ilumportent features of thé United States p wan are
undoubtedly’the performgnce of the twb tacks by one bo&y, the lobking
towarde a definite enﬂ for thosze ta ks, and,the contemplation»5f permanent

attewnt at them, Progressive development“and codification; though two

distirct tas ks, ars closely related, have influznce one upon the other and

of ten overlap, Tt is mors desirabie to ent*us+ them to one body.

-

Inne:uatlonO’ iaw is s.ifirlcr+ly dcvelogad the werld ic eager;/vvitnﬁ

Tor the rule or law., These phenomena Jthlfy us ;9051&3 forward to definite

results in tﬂP turther developmevt of the Yaw and ita codification. They

-
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alsc Justify us vorxjvg far the requlty continuously. : B

i

Mr. Chalrman, the devvjupmert of 1atarnaulonal law, of which »
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coGification is in a sence aa Incicdental pert, owes much

o the courage of
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the early masters of the scie‘néé,’ no less thah to their efforts, - Pefhéps -
they had re-asboh té be bold as welli as iﬁd&strious, for they lived in en

ag3e whep thé need of the rule of law was keenly felt.. ﬁut,'\i'a seemé’,\ we
have entered an raée in which the seme feeling ‘is a0 1éSs;Kéen,, end -evidently
gomething must be done about it. Ve cit here as government representatives.
But don't forget ‘that practically all of -us"ai;e\by‘ i:i‘ofession,or Interest -~
expected to carry forward the torch handed to us by the,said.mas'ters. let
us ‘mafcch our efforis with courage, end irit.hinvthe‘realm qf pr;éct:}qai

 politics boldly forge ahesd.





