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POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN (E/CN,.6/143, E/CN.6/160, E/CN,.6/1.30, E/GH 6/L.31,
E/CN.6/L.47)

Mrs, BEN (India) intreduced the draft convention on political rights of
wemen &8 proposed by the Ad Hoc Committee on Resoluticns (E/CN.6/L.47). In -
preparing it, the Ad Hoc Committee hed before 1t the Dominican Republic draft
resolution en political rights of wamen (E/CN.6/L.31) and the draft.ccmwsticn of
political rights of women in the Secretariatts memorandum (E/CN.6/160). It had
" also studied the provisions of the Bogote Convention (E/CN.6/143).
| ' /vo viewpointe



Two viewpoints khd emerged from tHE dspaté: dn the: Gmittea. . Soms

nembers ha,d felt that a draft ‘donvention on poﬂ‘ﬁim rié:ts wvag t.eithez- a
necessity nor the boat va;r of dealing with the prodblem,.
w5 On tos’ other hand those who had favoured the drafting of a cmvemun
bad been divided on wWiether to edhers- to the wording of the Bogota Convention, or
to ed6pt a modified form of the Secrstariatis text. A mjority of the,
rembers ot the 'Ad A4 Hoc-Committee.had favoursd:the latter solution, and hed decided
o -adopt: an’ expanded versionof the Secreterist's text for the reagons, first,
that the negative statemsnt in the Bogota Convention wes undesirable, and
eecondly, that the Bagota Convention did not 80 fer enough, The Ad Hoc Committee
tiought the. cmwntion o:J. pol:lt.:.cal r.tshta of. voman drafted by the camiaaim on
the Status of Women: ahcu;ﬂ. ‘be -comprehensive enough to include all. polltical
_righta a:nd satisfy a majority of the countries concermed,
E " “itis members who supported the Bogota text hed!felt that the Committee
- Would thereby ensurs s number of supparters for the draft converition, inasmich -
ag that Convention had alfresdy been signed by fourteen. States and ratified by
seven, The members favouring the Secretariat’s propoeal thought that countries
vhich had-alvéady edhered to the Bogotd Gonvention migm-not'_bg willing to .
ratify the sazme teit e gecond time, . G

) The -largest moasure ‘of suppert poss:l.bla had been secured for,the tve.'d'-
“"wiilch' tHe Ad Hoc Committee was sudmitting to the Commigsion in dooument E/CN.6/L.AT.
Full agreemsnt had not been reached because scme members thought that the proposels
~ exceeded what was properly within the province of political rights, while others
felt that the word "national”:in erticles 2 and 3 of the proposed dra.ft convantion
limited womenfs :politieal rights unduly..

. ‘Mpg, ‘GOLIMAN- (United States of America) expressed her appreciation of

thé efficient menner in which the representative of India had conducted the dusiness
of the Ad Hoc Committoe,"

/The Unitea State
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| e United States aeib@aﬁibn Bopod: k. spé o dviaft. convention on
politica.l rights of women with “the largest posaﬂaia himber .of aignatms.
The Commission's chief task was to. aid the women of countries where full
rolitical rights had not been granted them by drafting a toxy so ‘simple and M
S “strong that 1t would be sure to be eccepted by the Economic and Social !
r'oumil and the General Aasem:,v, es well as by & maximmm numbor of statesi:
o The -firet step chould be 4o win women ‘the. right to vote and bs elect=

6d “to all- public’ offices. «Aftey that had been achiéved in a convention,other
steps could be considered 'by the Commission,  .As.a first step, however, she
"moved that the .following- text identical with Article 1 of the Bogota
Convention, should be su‘nstituted for Articles 1, 2 and 3 of the proposed
draft .convention {E}CN ,6/L.47): "The right to vote and to be elected to =
naticral- office shall not be denivd or ebridged ty receeon of sox.”

Mrg, SEN (Ind.ia.) poin'b'od' dut that the United States draft amenument
- altered the text of the Bogota Convention by limiting it etill further, It also
' drastically limited the scope of the Ad Fioo Committee's draft convention.

Mre, POPOVA (Union of Buviet Socialist Republics) gaid that the
Camission hed not taken & decision on the vital guestion of peace, which was '
86 closely reinied 0 the giwation of all wonen's wights, but had decided to
limit iteelf %o the ‘occndasy provlem of political rights of. vomene l‘m-t.héw’
“'the wider asneale of thob lssus had been merrowed down to the''guestien of .
iampa.r.‘..ng B Gyalt cemveniiion, The Uhlled States repvesentetive went even further
" -and geveroly Jiritsd the scope of: the proposed -dreft convention, whick to & *
majority of the Ad Toc Committee represented tho-minimifnwhich the:Cemmission - -
nmat accomplish,
“ £ 77 " 'The' United States propoeal d1d not directly’ provide that political
‘rights should be granted to women by law, The USSH had submitted & resolution
on the guestion which stated the problem clearly. It recognized that' ind =
number of countries wemen had not yet been granted political and other rights
and that the situatien was particularly unsatisfactory in Nen-Self-Governing
and Trust Territories. The USSR text also pointed out that the enjoyment of
political rights was fundamental to full and complete exercise of the

rights attaching to citizenship
._"'-..__..i___. " /Aﬂﬂm
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A8 soms mambels’ mamwmstmm%r«mam
cmnution, sho pmpceod to review the sitvation in coumtrios whdch Had
‘aummea %o %ut instzont, Twe yoars af’bisﬁ' ko drafiing of that Corvention,
onlyamllnnmboref atutashadlisnod i'b andm]:ai’avhd.m%ﬂied it.
Th Ecuador, wder ¢he’ Constituticn of 1930 the duty to vote wua made ccupulsery
'on.Iy for mon, end thorsfcre women wore not yl.mad. ot an’ egual footing with mens
In dbher comtxies ﬂhic.h bad aicmsd. the Bos*;ﬁ‘ia Gmim, tho politiwl rights
Iof 'lmmn vare remiota& in msny ways, '

. mmm%ﬂmdmmmmmtmmicommm

,_'ba a.b.‘ua to sn,‘joy %m. It was r..n- the Centitouion to soe that women obbeinad
i tiwrishtainmcﬁicans vell ag mthom-y rm-mlo mcemwm%

wemen hed been m& volitical rights, such as the Wilted States, caly o/ small
pmanhgactthambaradthe Congress wexw women, In 1949, there hed not
been & ingle woman representetive in the Parliument of %he Dominicen Republic,
Those facs 1llvstrated the situstion provailing after the Bogota Cemvention,
vhich clserly had mot effectively solved ihe yroblem,

She roserved the right to spealr ™ 'i.he ﬂmft molutien su:bmitt.od by
the Ad Koc Comuitteo at & later date, -

lso

Miss FESRNARDINO Clkninimmlic)/wod the right W!P“km
iy tlwdraﬂomz%mmamthwmmim. ‘i\.ﬂmthemntahsmhodtarmjm
the SR ropresentative that in a previous umw sholadezpmmmza
vaman had been élocted te ¥he Damdndcan Republic Farlismsat in 1949 and that the
represeniative had h%rmaimdinmdm*tomeptm Wmiw
- post. Thonmdnicmnapubm mamemmwmmomoa.

m.mmm)mdsmmhfmmmdtmm
'statoc,vhohadeithorhseagmn%dmﬂshaaatnuwwbammlrpﬁm*ﬁﬂd
to m-%mme 4n mtmicipal affairw. _

Atiuwnwmtmwsmmdmmmw ;
General to examine the possibility cf propesisg e wcnvention o palitical rights
of women similer to the Convention asigned at Bogetas Sho folt that that had
been and still was & wise requsst, First, the Bogota Cegvention was in line
vith the viewpoints expressed in ¢he Comisslon during the previous years

' [Sevondly,
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Seoenuy its text wus m@u and &itects: Thirdly; & Siipls and conciss
cenvention wonld be likely %o réceive the suppert of the largesw pssaihlﬂi
number of states, The Comission's pwrpose wed to Gdlain the widest pesaihlﬁ
support for the granting of political rights o wemen, Mcreover, the Eosaordo
and Social Couneil would ‘Be- mows I.w.kal;r o axpodita the edoption 6f a simp.‘..o
tex*b not roquiring protractsd dolute ‘

The Bogota Convention iigelf was. 1imitod. to polit.tcal riah‘bu of wmn,
which was exactly what the Commission wished to see covered in the proposed
areft convention, The more advanced states.would:be able 4o accept such a btext
and their adceptancé would add ts ite- prestige. Seven states had already
retified the Bogota Convertion and would thereforo in.all .1ikelihood accapt a
convention drafted along stmilar 1ines; If the Commission a.dapted & vider toxt
m.ny states might be unable te accept it. In the interest of ob'buinina the
widest podsibie’ support, it wolie be best to draft a si:npla diraot tsxt ’
rela.‘i:ing solely to the political rights of women, - o

‘Migs PELETIER (Netherlands). conld not acdep}s the United States amend-
ment as worded. She understood the difficulties of federal states, 'bu_t
wondered whether a formula could not be devised which would satisfy the
Commission ‘as::d whole, :

_ BAs it stood the United Sta.'be.a emend.ment would. wipe ou;b ;\a.ragraph 3 of
' the draft convention: and moreover would only etrese the dema.nd. that. womep ehould
< 'bé eligible to national office..; 4 convention thus, mstricted would. not ‘be of
‘much interest to the women of tha.,various countries, _ -

In drafting a convention the Commission was attqmpting to help women
throughout the world to gain their political rights. In the under-developed

" " countries such rights were usually granted step by step, For that reason
» ‘to request national responsibilities for. women, and not; atreasing the:tr )

participating in local bodies was ina.dviaablez. . Perhaps_the United States
~* representative ‘could submit another formla.

¢+ [Mrs. de GONZAIEZ
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Mrs. o CONZALEZ (Cuba) :bointed ‘out sthat.aobt of the: ao:kegatiann hopod
'éha.t the. Oémianicn Golild prepare a: eouveatim vhich veuld be. readily opproved by
ﬂtlw Econemie and. Bovial Coudeil, - Sha: thought & Yextioinilar-to thay: of tha. B
Boesta Cofivetition:wyuld- be -acceptadle i If 4o phrace :"to natigmal pffice” .n;»
the “Upttéd:Stadeo anendnent vere dsleted, it uight be catisfectory to everyome,
"fus rat0Be Miicegread thet ib.wes undecirable o otute a. right .in:the negative.
T__hat argusent 4id no% veigh as heavily 2s the eonsideration thatit voul.nba egniei"
% win guppert for & text which ceveral States bad already accepted. Some pf the -
migtreffective Tulen of : mral conduet. «= the Teu Commandments «= had Doen drafted
18 megative form...
The beob coyrse -wculd.bs to subotitutc the fext of the Bogota.Conventien
for artisles 1-and 2 of the. propcsed.draft. conventisn: (E/CN.6/L:MT) .. Articls 3
of the.draft ecmvention; bawover, sheuld be retained, for it exprasm ‘8, congept
which wes' extreasly impartent.in many. countriep snd. wvuleh, it vetained,. \rauld not
alienate cuppirbein the Boonomic and Soeiel.Couneil.

“Mrs . 'EEMBIII“KA (Poland). could mot-oupport either the draft rocolution
or the Uaited Slates amnﬂment. The Commiscion should adopt the USSR drsi’t,.
-remmuon ‘on poditical rights (E/CN.6/5.30) . :Ita-broad. ecope would make
poesible the éventual: eradieation ‘of 81l discrininetion againgt. woman in the
‘pHlitical f£isld;! 1t cculd-ssive: ag. & powerful instrument for promtion ef thm
molitiedl sighty sf vomen. . ‘It sst forth many:principles opseptial to the:

- Prodeetion 6f ‘the' righta 'of vémen-whthout:dicdinction -as, o racs,. solour.or
“§A%100AL1LYS . e of tho:megt’ important of them woo:the primciple that.the gemeral
political situstios in-a-ceutitry vas a:majorsfactor affeeting the exercise of:.the
politisal rights of-ail:ettizenc. . She had had occesion'tq.comment bafors:omn the

tact that diserimipdtory pra.stir,u; the sdoption of-a. war eeonony,: 0-'!14 gther - .
'undam-m,o faotors had! the effect of proventing-ths oitizens of. & country fon
sxerutom theidr politiecal rights,.

" /In response



E/CN.6/5R.91
Page 8

N ., In responcs to & poldt’ of order veleed dy Mre' KIMURY (Lebanbn), the
CBATRMAN poin“c.ed out that dsbateon’the' USSR fropocal bad been elosed, spveral

| days ‘beroro s and that that propocal Had riot been retained by the: Comnigoion a8 &

) ba.siu fer diaeascion. 1% vould not, tharerore, be voted upon, . ‘She. rgq:;e;ted

.the repreaant.a jv'e or Pb.ﬁml to 1imit her remarks to the draft. maolutiun nov

_ bei‘ore t.he %miasion, ﬁhich Vas ‘the only docunent upon vhich a decision must

_"be reaehed »

Mrs. DEMBINSKA (Poland) explained that her remarks bore upon gengral
principlaa, which were clnsaly related to the desision the Commission must take,
_The pri:noiplea mist be clarified before the*Commisgion: eould vote.
- . The diserimiuation practised ageinst Negro womea in the United States
ves & wu-knmm fast, vhicii eould not be disguised or igmored, - The United
: States rapreaentative's rezarke at’s recent mssting congerning Mrs. Edith “Spapeon,
& nember of the pemanen’t United States -delegaticn to the United Nations, could
! nnt altar the fact that discrimination had meny times beenm practiced againat her.
Hﬂr appoinhnent to the Uaitéd States delegatiod was littls more then a smoke-
’ acraen. i -

Y The situatisd as regards ‘the exercise of women's rights was even verse
1n tha under-demlnped ‘aress -afid the Trugt Territories, as the USSR delagatiﬂn
ha.d. emph.mized in 1ts draft: resélutien. - “The: draft report on the regent sessicn
or the Ad Hoc Comittee on Slavery stressed the fact that 1:1 many Africen :
territeriu vomen 1lived in a cendition’or urvitu(h; ‘they could be diaposed of
1n mrringa by their pu‘ents vithout  their:comsent, and,-once married, ‘they vere
considared as tha property of their husdands.. :-A Secretariat mmrandumg
publishnd 1n Febm&ry 1950 set fortlfikny shocking fasts about the tmfﬁe in
vomn anﬂ ohildren :l.n 'Innganyika., s Canergons; -and other Africen tqmitol'i“-

“ " e suceess of the vomern of ‘Foland in their struggle for po}.itieal
rights had given them a deep sympathy for:all'woden :throughout the world ybo
were struggling egainst peraacution. The UGER proposal embodied the -principles
~Which must he affirmed in order to aid those women to obtain and exsrcise
politioal rights.

/Mies BERNARDINO
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Mias Bmmnnmo ‘(Dominicen Rapublic) Tecalled that several days before
sha had appaaled %o the Commissicn to adopt & draft convention on political
_ rlshta. ‘beantng 1in mind the relevant article of the Convantion adopted at
: Bosota. She h2d mot- sugested the adoption of the! latter toxt :ltaelf, ‘tecauce
‘she folt’ that the Commission should have .the broadest. passiblo viw of the
question and take’d -gtend in 'fwour of: complete ‘equality of righte for- nen and
~Wwomen, -She mow found barsalf;in e delicate popition, bowever, as regards the
'ame‘tﬂmnt Juat ouvmitted by the Unifed States. delegation, since har covemnt had
“been one ‘of tha- original sponsore of the Bogota.Convemtion, end sha hsraelr, ag
representative of hor country at the c°nference » had signed 1is. Acaordingly,
elthough' she would kave preforred a convention broader in sespe, she ai2 not
Teel that sho mu}.d mte aga.inst the United Sta.t;.aa m,ndment_..

. Mrs SEN -(India), spesking es the representative of India, noted that
the fﬁpresen'tativa of Lebeuon: had referrsd to the resolutien on political rights
) adopted bx the Commission. &t its. preceding session (E/AT12), draving psrtinular
attention ‘o ‘the vords "a conveatiop...similar to the Convention signed et
‘Bogota" ! Taat phrase did mot mesn thet the text to be adopted should be ..
identical with the relevant. pa.r't of the Bc_gota convention. Ir auch had been the
Oomiuion @ inteztion, it cculd simply have adopted an {dentical text, inatead of
mqueet:lng the Seeratary-cenaml ‘to prepare a draft convention for ccnuidaration
at 11;3 nsxt 8sessions - -, ; : : '
_ - Ag- regards the nacassity of enauring auppart of the dref'b convention by
- the Economic and Secial Council, Mrs. Sen saw no reason to.suppoge that the
: fCouneil would reject.a .drvaft convention couaned in J.ineml terms, She hersgelf
' was confident that the. progressive eloments in the Council would outweigh the
-reactiomry ‘elements, ‘and that a llbera.l convention could de adopled. -
- .+ There: ' were certain veaknesses i.nherent. inea nsgative formula, auch as
" that- Pl'bmﬂed by the United Statea delegation. A coavention in negative terms
- might well provide reactionary Governments with en excuge for inaction; eas long
a8 their constitutions contained no pro-dsmna denying political righta to women,
they would see no nacessity for spesific lagialation guaranteeing such rights.
A positive wording was thsrefore more desirable. She could not support the
. contention that the United States text should be adopted besause it might receive
- more nupport from the Governments; the Commission's primary duty wes to promote
and pm'bact the righte of women in every posaible way, not meraly to fell in with
the 1(i!.-mi:r:em of the majority af Governments. ~ /Much of
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Much of. the work of. implémting. the conveation would be done by
vomon's non-governmentel organizations throughout the woi-ld. " Such drganizatibna
were already fighting to achieve ‘broader. poutical r:lghta for ‘women, and had -
shown ‘enthusiestic intereot in the. Comieaion 8 dabatea. "' The Cormidsion shsuld
endeavour to encourage them in their. va;l,uablo work- it could hardly hope t6*
assist them in obtaining more exﬁenaivo righta far woman by adopting a convention

which for practical purposes, -would. gt.arantee no righta at all,
' - With respect to tho Cuben proposal, ‘Mrs. Sen expressed satisfaction-that
" it contemplated the retention of article 3 of the Cc:mmittuo's text, since the
omission of that article would conat.ituto a daparture from tha principlos set
forth in the Declaration of Humen Ri_ghts. '_

Mra, KHOURY (Lebenon) thought it essential to adopt a realistié approach
"to thé problem,  Obtaining ratification of en international conventicn was an
exceedingly difficult task, If the Commission hoped to have ‘the promt document
ratified by at lesst 65 States, it must. teke care not to ask the impossible. She
felt hopeful, rather than pessimistic, about the Economio and Social Council's
attitude toward the draft convention, dbut the convon‘bion could ‘dncosed dnly if 1t
| vas couchea in general tarms and made adnptablo to eny legialativa syatem. -

Mre. Gomam (I'Inited Statea of America] recalled that ‘her Govemnt had
been one of those which had pressed for the pmparution of a convantion ‘at the
Commission's preceding session,  She. folt strongly that the time had nw coms to
_ adopt such a convention. . But it was esaontial that 1t ahould be & strong, clear
end practical document, capable of wiming support from Member Governments,  Tho
Commission's chief obligation was to. achleve for women the baaic righta to vote end
to be elected to office, in countries in which they were atill dénied those rights.
The’ ‘purposs of her amendment; therefore, was not to weaken the cnuaa of women in
"the struggle to attain political rights, but ,aimply;to give priority to the most

fundatentel of those rights. | '

/Such _pﬁi'abea



E/CN.6/SR.97
Page 11

" Such a phruse. as "pu‘nl...c mnctions" might 'be au'b.ject to widely varying
'1nterpmtationa in different. cou.ntries, and 1ts use in’a convention might
conceiva‘bly deter some .States from ratifying it,

‘Miss LAVALIE URBINA (Maxiqo) preferred that the Commiasion should adopt
the language of the Bogota Convention, which she constd.ered. simpler and clearor
‘then the text submijted by, the Ad Hoc Committes on Resolutions. She supported
the Cuban representative'’s .proposal to retain __art_ic;la 3 of the Committee's text.

‘Miss SUTHERLAND (United Kingdom) said that she would veport to her
Government that the.consensus of opinlon among the d.elega.tes on the Comnission

 appeared to be in favour of a convention, She rea.lized the importance of the

language in which it was drafted, but ehe did- not und.eratand. the division of
opinion amongst members of the Commission on the use of a poaitiva or negative
:E’orm. She could not soe any reuson against the use of the latter.

) It ma.a 1mportant that the toxt of the' convention should be concise 5
clear and. acceptable to al.'l. “'THe ‘.Bogota Convention. di&- not' seem negative
because 1t started with an afﬂrmation of" the right to votd. With regard to the
text produced by the’ Coninitted ‘on Reolutions, she' did not think that the phréses

mblic office” and “public f‘unctione" were good. ‘I‘hey hed a different meaning
in the tfnited. Kingdom from the meaning they had in the United States , and would
requira nore clarification. The aumary records of the debate in the Commission
vould. naa.lca the poaition clear to the Economic ‘and Social chncil, and enable it

[

to reach its owmn conclusicms. .
In reply to the Indian repreaentative'a atatement she said tha.t lhB

thought repmaanta.tivea vere 1n ?hposition ‘of having to try- to acecommodate
Governments. = Surely 1t was desirable to produce a convention susceptible of:
the seme mtez'ngptation and calqu:ated to secure acceptance by the maximum
number of Icoum:,rieg.‘: |

/The convention
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Tho-convention was. supposed G ol s1th politicel rights, and 1t
therefore was undesirable to widen 1ts content, - The Commission should keep to
the éii;éciﬁc field decided ﬁpon in the previous year, As, however, a convention

~ was intended to be ratified, it would be advisable to submit the text to
Jurists experienced in intermational law, It should be remembered that the
Secfetariga._t had originally recommended postponing action on it until the
' proparation of en international covenant on humen rights had been completed.
" It was her personal view that, if the Economic and Social Council
 agreed that there should be euch a convention, it was the Commission's duty to
see that its terms were such as would be acceptable to governments, While she
d1d not wish to move an amendment, she would like to suggest, in view of the
1imited number of Govermments represented. both on. the Commission and on the
'Economic and Social Council, that the Council should subtmit the draft convention
to Member Goverhments for ccmment before proceeding further,

L Mrﬂ. POPOVA (Unica of Soviet Spcialist Republics) seid that it was
qbviaus from the discussion that the Cammission would be unsble to achieve any
_concrete action. The ussﬁffc’%cn. g?L. 30) had been rejected, and now it appeared
that the 'Uﬁited States representative was not really in favour of & cenventionm
at all, and so was trying te include a negative formula which would place the-
| polit&cal righ'ba of women at the mercy of national autherities., It was. worthY
of note that no political rights were to be set out in the cenvention,

An effqrt was ‘being made to induce states to glve wemen political .
rights, She wondered how long 1t was going’ to take to achieve that end, The
USSR had granted women their rights when many of them were still illiterate. -
The results had Justified that step. She could not believe that the Camission
onlywantedtomrktme ' ER

'Mrs. TSAIDARIS (Gresce) said that she was in faveur of the strengest
and most camplete convention possible, because such a convention would be of
particular assistance to countries where wemen did not as yet emjoy political
rights, At the same time, she attached considerable importance to obtaining

/the largest
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' #he. Jargeqt possible mmber of favburable votes ¢o back i'.ha Cmiﬂaim's daciaion.
In. thate eca:naxim:, 9he m&nded. the cﬂnniaaim of its raaolutionm tha atafua

of wemen, in publ‘lg er {E/CN 6/1’.. ﬁﬁ/Rat.l), ‘ Sﬁa wond.ered 1. that. cou;,a not’ be
used ta supplement the :Bogote. Ctmventim, ‘and. provide aolutim to:the p;'oblem

of the holding of public office, and ‘axerolse’ of publicwfﬁnc%ims by wmen. -+ iThe
legal experts, .who. would be reannnaible ""or exapining the firal text and who would
“be reprosenting their Go‘vezmenha, would' be able to decide . the ma.tte:‘ while
taking into c::neidmtion 'bhe reaolﬁtion on public funotlonsr with a viw to
drafting the final text of the oonvon‘b:lon.

- Mre., SEN (India) noted that the repreaantativo of Iebenon appeared
o went to define the mn—gmmental organizations as bodies. roaponsible for
ensuring that Governments: implemcated the Comission'e dectsions,: - She thought
that thoae organizations should alse try to ensure that gm'erments acceptad the
principies. involved,

.The Cmm:laaien‘ s tem of referenca ‘included’ the uising of the
status of quen m the politica]. f:leld. Rep@:aaen\.atihe ‘were £t @ure;; Yimited
by: the :policy, of their govermments; they were ehtitled o' speak a8 wemon aleo,
in the pro'bection or wemen' 8 :rights.. _

.She . had ~congulted an eminent Juriet about the phrassology of the
dreft conveption, and he had aasured her that the pOBitiw form was more suitable
then the - nega.‘hive, and tha.t Govermeata might be expectad to mterprat c,umseg \
such as:that. containing roferenca to “public oi’fice and "'publio tunotiena" 311 &
réasonable memner, . She thougl;t that’ 11; wouId ha 'better 'bo poetpone d.rafting the
text, and refer it to some eminen‘b lawyera rathe:' than 13:;:11'. its. npplicatjon;

- She’¢oild not accept. the nse of the word "national" instesd of "pub].ic because
| thé-former word had a very narrw connqta.tion mm countries,

Iniview of the fact tha.t many of the comntries which had l!!gned. a
the Bogotd Convention had still not granted. womeri the right td vote, che' ‘saw
no veasén for producing a text. 1d91;t1€9a3_,“w1t1§ it

“Mrs, QURY



Fege

cratoon s DB gUEmr (Haj.ti} thought 1t vas posaibla o lay too much nmphaa;a on
aha‘d’e‘EP of 3 mpa.ning The mPortant point wééft"o get _amth...ng m an'a & po'sztm
form of irording vaa« ,;tlyays more cmtruotivé. 'I'hare w;i a i:ope that) p i3 ‘I*n'ﬁ‘éh van |
aakga, at J.eaut 8 1itfle’ would be qran‘aed.. "She” auggastod. Yo ‘aaditich oF &

considerandun mntioning tha "Bcgota éon%nt:[cn.

isg ] PEIETIER (thhqua:}ds) agroad that 1t Has' mportant to provide
help, to \leas adyanced countries: . “But " thé" politibal rights ‘wehtiohed should nov
be hmited to the national plana.' In view of '‘the experience ga.inéd. Th soid |
countries, such as Lebanon, the right’ of “51b0t16n td mﬁnicipal Podigs shonid
~08, mentioned, o $he suggested. that the words “to national office" should be
rpq:.qved from the Uni‘tetl s’tates amand.mant, ana % roplabed” ’by the' worda "to

P

publicly. eibcted bod:.es".

oo 1, ME8, DALY 1‘-@%8151‘&1 a) 2greed with tho repreaentatfvd of Triddn; and eela
that u)xa would votzo for the {'.ext prodnced%y tha corﬁ:it*ﬁ’ee on Resolutions, If the
N raaolution 'was approvad. ‘by the’ Ge'mral Ausem‘hly ;e Aistralidt Goverfmsnt; ; whfch

WE B].Bo a fadgm]_ body' ‘(gu]_d ha,va {',o eiém‘lhn”-l-hﬁ AN ST AR vi'hh ‘orrant ca.re.
e B‘ﬁf' {india) » apeakIng a.d “Chiairmen’ af*thd’ “CGormil ttee on Resolut:l.ons,
;‘ead. j;ha rirat peragra.ph of 'bho raao'lutfon édopted vy ‘the' Conmisbion” 1 thé
Ilr?v:lous year (E/rnfa, p. h), mch rerema 168 Convention 7simi1ar’ t6" the
. Bogota Conventiop. S‘he ’chougﬁt ‘bhut ‘tHe debt 3" the Bogofﬁ “Convention hed already
“besn niearlv aoknwledaad but sew’ fio o‘bdecﬁibn to' Fepeating that’ ‘ackmiovledgmernt,

' Miss SUTHERIAND (Unitea Kiﬁgdéhf} gaid that shé 'was noT: TeKing Biuus op
'betweep the poaiﬁ:’r};‘a}z‘é. tHe 'nega.ﬁive ‘Forms 'of expreseicns’ ‘She Uily wanted the
text "to he clear a.nd aa.aﬂy 1hterpreﬁed:. it wogard €6 the. United States emend-
ment, ’ si:e vould make “the Seite ‘Pobervation ‘ad the Netherlands: yepresentative,:
Different words were used in srticled 1-und5-of the YedeTutier; which statedn
that WOmen __ghould be "entitled to vote", and "hold public office", and in

article 2, ‘yhich” aaid. that women should be "eligible for election", She thought.

it wauld be better to use the same word in all three articles.
[Mrs, de cormms
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- Mre, de GONZAIES (Cuba) thought there was & la.rp'e degree of agreement on
principle, end suggested that article 3 of the draft convention te altered to
follow the Bogoté phraseology.

~ Mrs. GOIDMAN (United States of America) seid that her emendment to the
draft convention vas tactical rother than substantive ae -articles L and 2. of the
Gm.ittae' 8 dreft raieed no difficulties for countries with e federal type of
Govement. -

Mrs. KHOURY (Tebanon) moved that the Commission should vote on the
Proposals before it,

Mrs. de GONZAIEZ (Cuba) withdrew her smendment,

Mrs, SEN (Indla) called for 2 roll-call vote on the draft produced by
the Comittee on Resolutions end ch the United States emendment.

The CHATRMAN, spesking as ropresentative of France, sald that che
would favour the draft ﬁrcduced by the Committee on Resolutions. Women could
not be sald to have full political righte 1f they were unable to exercise
pudlic functions. In support of her statement she quoted the text of Article 21

of the Declaration of Human Rights.

‘Miss BERNARDINO (Dominican Republic) pointed out that ths problem under
discussion was too 60#:11)15:: to allow of reaching a rapid decision, and suggested
- that the vote should be deferred until the afternoon meeting.

Mre. KHOURY (ILebanon) withdrew her motion for a vote.

It wos docided that the debste should be resumed at_the efternoon meeting.

/
/

The meeting ross at 1.35 p.m.

4/6 8.,



