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'REPRESEUATION OF T VOMIN'S TNTSRUATIONAT, DENOCRATIC FEDERATION

“The CEAIRML\N ce.i'led. for a general ebate on' the question of educational
opportmitiee “Por™ women

.....

of order, said that srhe wiehed. ror axi exple.nation of wha.t wee being d.one to

ST vy iy 1'T R

arrange ‘for the e.t‘bendance a.t f.he Cominiseion‘e eession of tha Clmirmen of the

444444

Vomen's" Intemational Democratic Fed.emtion., She md.eretood tha,t a telegra.m

had been sent toﬁae Secretary-Geneml aslcing that the Chairmn, Mrs. Diae,
should. be a.llowed to represent her orsanization before the Conmiesion. ; ’.The

-«~,.

euch action constituted. d.iscrimination in’ respeot of the represents.tion of
jnon-goverrmental organiza.tions It vas md.eeire.ble t.hat. eo-called “bechnical

' ‘conaid.era'bions ehou.m preven‘b representation of a.n 1mpor'bant women's orga.nization.

She would like the Cha.irmn to ‘ba.k'e steps to- ensure that the representative of

f’the Iptematioml Federation of Democratic Women ‘would be a.lloved to attend the |
“session., She asked for full informtion on the question by the next day. -

"Mrs. DEMBIRSKA (Pola.nd,) wiehed. ta eXpress ‘her :mo.zgmuon av the ~

fa.ct the.t 1t had been rend.ered. :lmposeible for Mrs. Dias, ) representative of tha

)

"'Women's In‘bema.tioml Democmt:tc Fed.eration, to attend the Commission'e eeseiqp.‘

She consid.ereq, the aehion taken completely enti-democratio.

T The GHAIRW.N expla;ned ‘ghat she waa wngble to. ta.ke ‘any steps in the
mtter beyond e.ekmg tha.t the attend.anoe at t;he Comission's eeaeion ehould. be

'''''

as wide as vossible. She was doimz ‘all’ she could. in the ma.tter.

/EDUCATIONAL
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN. (E/CN.6/170)
Mrs, MYRDAL (United Nations Educationel, Scientific and Culturel -
® fOrga.niza.tion} ééid.'tha,’c a. pielimina.ry swrvey of’ educational: QPPOrtpmities had -
been made in the previous year. It had served its purpose and. had. r:;vealed
glaring 1nequalities in the educational épportunities provided for women.
~#A-resolution had -been passed by the Economic and Social Council (re,sglution 30k
G (XT)). asking for edditional and wp=to-date:information.. Yrder the headings-of.
the clauses. contalped:in that resolution, . she wished to present.a report on the -
work done by the United .Nations Educational., Scientific and. cultural Orge.nization
in that field: ,
.o information. was. pregented in thé later ryeport {B/:6/170) 4n &
nore sysiomatic form;@l‘chcugh 1t was not yet I’inal. -'The statigtics were _“! Y,
collected :in oxder -to be part of a morve general inquiry for, ;use.in the prenaratim
of ra-handbook on educational organizations. Caution was necessary In. interpreting
.. Tlgwres given,-es: oategories ¥ere variously defined in different countriesa .Tho
. informatlon hag, been‘set forth Wi,‘bh ‘the -primary intention of using.it a8t fhe
International :.Conference on Public Education in;1952¢- .But the Cormissionmight -
wish to :eicpmss the .degive always -te have such -stat;istiqs-toq_wom'en‘and,educai‘?:lon
published within general educational statistics in such a foxrm as to enable the *
Gomniesion on -the: Btatus-of Women to check the amount of:pyogress.mades
w -*The. purpose of promoting. opinion in.fayour of.equal, opportmities of
' .acgess. to pducation for hath sexes, had been well served by the general. campaigns
prOmOféd by UNESCO to advance hﬁman rights in gonexal, .' The. orgenization.had .
produced en "Album on Human Righte" and several still films on the subjects. A
study was being made to.enable. teachers .to show.how human rights, inclusive’ of
women' & rights,. .coukd. be. taught in sshczo],. . UNESCO wes propasing o 1_10.3-‘1 a
seminar on advancing.hvman.rights by, gduoation. R T
It was alsQ obvlous that if g;eneml education advanced, tha.t wovld .
fuxrther help women's education, Important s’ueps in that direction were the
UNESCOts work for compulscry free education for alls. A confexence on the subject
was to be held by the Internatiomal Bureau of Education ,jointly with UNESCO,. -
Stud.ies Wwere being made in two sets of three countries- each, one got where freo
sducation was already in operaticn, end one set vhere it was Just being establishels

o g 7 | [The most. .
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‘The most epecific attempt to advence free education would be the 1951
eonferencq on, compuleory education,. 'while the me.in subjeot of the 1952 conference
~Was.ta be. educational o,pgortunitiee for women. . The documentation prepared for the
conference. ﬂould. include general eurveys and. epecial studies. For mstance 2 a
gtudy, would be made. of girls' educat:.on in, eeveral specified. countries. The ,_" ,
Uniﬁed. Nations 73 o’oher s;:ecielised agencies and. non-governmental organizations ’
' wou,ld. be, ca.lled. upon to help in the worl: of the conference which would. serve to
concenfrate world attention, on the aubjeot. .

Uith regard ’uo the su‘baect of paragrapn (¢} or, me L.conomlc .ana boclad._
..;.%;Ccuncil'e resolution, referring o the development of fundamental educa.tion and. "
‘ad.uJ:c education in agrioultural and Tess. developed countries, N it was not_easy t0

def ine exe.ctly wha‘o '01\113800 he.d been d.oing specifieany for women. It ehould 'be
remembered. thafa the ;Qurpose of fundamental educa.tion wae not only to 1nc;'ease ‘
literacy, 'but also to oover & Wids field in connexion with hygiene ,’ é,grioulturai:

[ I S

‘‘‘‘‘‘

-education oons’citutes a very considerable pa:ct of mIESCO‘e regular activities
also of technical essistance and in a.dd.ition the Direotor-»General had been ,
1n5truoted to raiee extra funda to train ‘oeaohers. The purpoee of the progremne
vas. not to replace action ‘b;c com’ories themselves, but to ple.oe a.t their d.ieposal

the lcnovledge ave,ile.ble ﬁo UI\IESCO.

--vx,.

5 o Fundemental education could. be eaid, to create an a'bmosphere which WOuld.
e favowe.ble to :f.‘u]ler participation ’oy women in “che li;ee of their country.The

Y.she g;u.oted. the caee of Colombia,, where the fundamental educetion programne had
originally., taken the form of & seriee of ag'icultvral ex’cension coureee. ) It had,
then become apparent tha‘b ’ahe eervicee of 2 domeetic sclenoe tea.cher wmild. be
required in. order to, reech ’che women in “the rural dietr:.cte, In India ) where '_
fundamental educatinn we.e greatly advanced. through governmenﬁ effor’cs, Mrs. He.toh
the expert responsible for organizing the programme in an experimental station,
had made it centre around a 2l-hour home life schedule, which also sexved to ghow
how vamen's ;pa:rt in life fitted into the general schemea '

This reports on what UNESCO had done according to the Economic and -
Social Council resolution, Mre. Myrdal wemt on to sey that she thought that the.
Conmission wanted to know something more about the deeper sociological explanations;
vhat was holding women back? Very diffioult‘problems were involved in the guestion,
and UNESCO would have to Be obJective and careful, and try to produce something

rea.lly new to make it worth whiles ' /ot ves
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It was not deisira.bie 0 go over ‘ground which had already been covered by women's
international organizations. A profound rather than a.wlde study should be mads.
It had been declded that if women's exercise of their political rights were .
chosen as & point of departure, it would inevitably bé revealed how edusational
opportunities for women are related to sociel and economic factors.. The Departe
ment of Social Sclences was to deal. with the subject, and itiwes felt that the -
knowledge of ‘Wowen?s ways' of pa.rticipating “in the soclal -1ife of: their country
would provide much dnformation with vegard to all other questions, including -«
educational, opportunitiess ‘The’ countries studied would all.belong in the categor:
where women alvesdy have political righte, but the countries should be.chosen .
80 as to ‘show up scme characteristic variations.. The work would naturally be -
carried out in close co]la.borabion with the Secretariat of the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Womena
' She‘ emphasized that all plans referring:to 1952 or later had not: yet
been approved by the Géneral Copfnsrence, but were.still in the form of proposals
- by the UNESCO Executive Board, thus viot yot binding on the Organizations -

Mrs. DEMBINSKA {(Poland) said that the problem of womenfs educatlon
was considered in Polend’ as most. important and indeéd an essential element for.
the cowntry’s progress and the process of post-war reconstructions  In the new
Poland, ‘education was being frovided for all, and the. initiative.was being taken
by the Govérmment, the mmicipal autherities and all'social-organizations, from
trade wnions-and women's organizations to cultural bodies. Two tendencies were
apparent,. the first a-desive on the part of adults to improve thelr ediwa’gion
‘and ‘attain higher professional. standards, and the- second the nev system -of .
education for young people % which mede it possible for the children of warkers:
and peasants to dttend school

/she auoted



E/ CN,, 6/SR, 92,
Page. 7

She qucted a paseege from the report of the Folish. Women’e Lsague
“¥hich ehowed how much that organizatim ‘had 'é:cconrpuahed i1 ‘the- field of- a.dult A
."voman's educa%ion. Accoi‘dihg £& Rie rapbrt et ﬁad”been a matter bf arééncy
in 19&5 to proﬂde‘ training far women wﬁo had lost eheir‘"i‘miiliea aml ‘YRérePore
their meana of Bupport y - éiid whb had ab’ profesa&on&l training‘".‘

. " ibhe ‘Bol ik Viewea's Tsagus’ Had' ‘drrenged’ 6y wmi&nai training‘for
‘thess vouen, end had p"'ovided such training fov h5 600 women, -1 1946, wbman
':pwar in indusiﬁ*y ha.d reached a total ot 873, 600 women. : ’“Ntimbers ha.d increased
:ateadily since, as a rasult of ‘the thres-year reconatruc’cion plen for the
'developmnt of national industry, agriculture “and trader.’ At the en& of . the
»three-year plan there were alrea.dy 1,300,000 .women employed ia 3.ndus‘cry. :A
:further increa.se might. Bo' expected b8 the ‘result.of the, six«yaar pla.n aim&e
:und'er tha.t plan work could “be provided for-l, 230 Oob ‘women, 900 000 of them at
the pro;‘essional Tével,

As' e resait of the six-year plan thé Polish’ Wmnen B; Inaéue ha.d made
certa.in changes in the vocational: training provided for women, and was cos
operating even more clasely with' the apthorities: and boaiea respensible for
implementing the pla.n. In 1950; 4% had become poaaible for' wmubn to reeeive
similar tra.ining to mn, and 1aa.rn alongside them in the aahools of metallurgy,
ra.ilwe\ye minos 5 building tra.dea Steel wdrks , textiles ‘and’ agriculture.-n There
was; & pronounceé mcreaae in the number- of ‘womsn engdged im productive. work,

‘In the meta.llurgical maustriea, womhn ‘pover hed tripled ‘since the war,. - Fifteen
tin;aa the pre-war numbers of vomen were. amployed in minixig, nihb times in the
_steel works, six’ times in the' clothing induatry, in the tebctile induatry woman
po’aer had doubled. 'l. The total woman power employed in the abé'v‘e»mantioned
tranches of industry had inéredsed frou 110,000 to-350;000,  ‘Thers vas & marked
decrease in the number of women employed m unproductive oceupa’sions asuch as
domestic service; 1n which, bef‘oro the war*ho per ‘cent of the total number of
the’ woman empJCoyed ha.d been engagea. 'I‘he figu'x‘e had fa’llen td 5 per ‘¢ent and
ves' atill °fa.111ng. During the :t‘irst §1% monthsof’ the fire{: ‘year. 02‘ the e;!.x- :
ypa.r pla.n, the figure for woman pawar employec'i ha.d been 1,590 000, 1.e.r 313 ‘per
cent of the total ia.bour ‘force employed 4o Pa.‘tana Iiowever, 'she numbar of-.women

Juorking
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worzc..ng in. new profeeeions and earning higﬁer veges “wds -‘cont invally increa.sing..
Women were being enroloyed‘ ':'ln reSponsible ipottions on'the ‘raflways;. and'in the
agricultural co-operetives - vhere the:!:r: rigﬁts %re entire'ly equal to: those of
men, In. ..ndustry ) over 18 600" women had obtained high posts, .- ' Woman: lzad
achieved positions ae university lecturers Under-Secretaries -of State End .
Judges oi’ the. Supreme Coutrt. .

Attendance at the congress ‘of’, the "Polish Women's :Loague had. revea.led
the. fincrea.sed eelf-reepect dignity and assurance ‘off womeh who ' had paseed from
living in slums ‘and earning e. precarious wage by teking in washing; to ~tagks of
some responsibility a.nd interest. She was mentidning ‘thoseé facts. not ifory.
reasons of aentiment but a8 e. demonetration tha.t if was'quite unnecessary :for
women 01’ colonial countries to 'pe.ss tbrough any further long periods- of education
before obtaining their riglits.' - The new fesling of hops Which inspired the. womn
of Pole.nd wes obvious from the fact that 2,000,000 children’ had been born; in the
pa.st five yea.r&

All vocational tr&ining courses. were: pe.id for by the Statei . Students
frequently reoeived full board while training. : Many elementary, seconde.ry
.echools tmd pre -university treining institutions ‘were.. eveilable fof adulte :
desiroua of receiving education, a.nd acholarehipe vers open %9 the,m. .
;CorreSpqndence cOurses were provided by the State for those unsble,or: not
_wishing to- attend regular achool courses. " Progress.was being made POBSible
for all who had previously held e, loW place in QOciety, and in. pe.rticular for
,Women. LTIt was the’ result ‘doth of a democretic system andithe dema.nds Qf
developing industry Pole.nd was changing from'an agricultural to. an industrial :
economy and the old system of differences ‘bettoen towns end ¥illages was;
diseppearing P all of which wes contributing tb ‘the »progreas of women® a education. -
to whgicb Bhe he.d previously referred. “‘Stie -had* already spoken of nvrsery
schocle e.nd kind:erga.rtens s which cwing ‘to @ lack ‘of” tea.chers .ang bn;ldings,
wexe . etill insuffici,ent. Nursery schools ‘Were ‘increesing. impr@l’“‘““ to the
growins rm.mber of women employed i“n p?oduetive dndust¥ies, since nursery schools
and kindergartens vers interniada’ frighrily for the'dhildren of wcrkins moﬁhem-

[Primary
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Primary schools were free to a1l 'end educetion t&asx oempulsory. All educational
esteblishmsnts including unimrsi‘bies, Were fred: ’endf’bbportunitiss vere provided
to prepare children for vocational training schools and highnschoole. ":l;ls‘m
number of secondary schools ang’” vocational training schools; and the number of
pupils ettending them had ,risen. - In- 1938«-1939 ‘the -number of such pupils had ‘
been thirteen per thousand inhabitan’cs. : In'f’1951, “the numlﬁerhad risen to
,thil'ﬁY-WO pupils per thousand’ nhabiten’cs .not counting the pupils of
'egricultural training gchools.’ Free access to schoole for children of vorksrs ;
‘and peasants had inereased the number ‘of pupila of ‘both gexes. .. Scholarships end
_' allowances were available ‘and’ proporblons of” sctiolarship holders varied from
18 to 76 per cent eccording to the type of sechool.‘ 30,000,000, cheap textbooks
‘were published each year.
Universitjes in Poland had increased fromya.: Presuar number of twenty~
) eight to eighty-one, with 120 000 students, 40 - per cent. of. whom.were women. ,
Credits for education in the" national budget; added-to, credits for .
cultural services, public health services end social 1nsuranoe eccguntegl for
31 per cent of the 'budget ‘ ‘
. Polsnd’s progress “In the field of education ‘had ‘besnwaccomplished

despite 3reet difficulties, 17,000 teachers and- hctumrs had been lost to 3

the oou.ntry during the war and 6 000 schools had . been fdes'troyed Bespite ell
l adversitiee, however, Polish univéréities Were:doing: ilmportant. scientiﬁc

work and with other educetional establishments were struggling to achieve
) results in. the field of education! ° Considerable- publicﬁy. vas given to‘
' jﬁro;nising students. ,

. : Educetion in Polend was based on'principles of.sincere; internetionelism.
War propaganda was prohibited by law and: Pblish methers, -anxious for the life
and future of t.he young peoplé of thé bountry,,. mere working for peace.

""Mft'ss BERNARDIﬁO’:"(ﬁomini&en'Repu‘bﬁ.‘ic) cangratulated the, UNESCO
representative on her 1nformative repor’c. '

| Referring to eduoational opportunities for- womsn . she said. t’:at 1n the
Dominicen Repu‘ol&c there was no dfsorimination ageinst %romen. For many years
they had been teaching in 81l the- institutiona of higher learning, Her sister,
who ¥as & doctor, had been one" of ‘the first -women to teach .medicine at the

) Uniwersi'by. /As. in most
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A 1n w08 £ 6E the - coun‘“‘iee of, the weetern hemiephere, in the Dominicen
Hepublic thers | Veis' mots Wotter teachem tpan,mehs ,,,,, With a population of alightly
over. 2 000; 000 peopls,- at’ the preeent time. the countz‘y had 2,665 schoois Bervink
.more than 230 000 pupils, of whom-glmost  half were women.,

’ Since 1941 her Government: had launched.a broad educational progmtfme to
eradicate illiteraéy. " Under that programme, - which vas a eiglificant step towards
improving the cultural lével of the _population,- almost. h50 000 pereone had been
. taught to read in the space of a few. years. - The State supplied all the teaohing

materials neceeeary to -Instruct. the.people. in. reading and writing. '
o " Homen’ had access to all educational 0pportunitiee in her country. _/They
"were actively engaged in the libaral professgions,. where they competed with men -on
the basis of full equality.
‘ ' She was firinly convihced that the. development of a people could ‘best be
meesured by the participation of women. in. community life and in society.._ .S._he_
hoped that in the futuré there would be:no diecrimination againet women in educa-
tion anywhere in the world,’

“Mri, GUERY (Haiti) seid that the Haiti;m women were particularly anxious
‘ to educate t‘hemselves ‘after having been-denled that opportunity for many 3981'5-
' Exieting legislation which ‘made education free was. ev,idence ‘of that deeire. o In
Baiti even membere of'the foreign -.colonies.vere entitled to attend the public
schooie.

- Until a quarter of* a-century:earlier Haitian women had roceived only ,
. primary education, but when they head shovn a desire for higher education, deapite
il t‘.he many pre.judices against co-feducation secondary teaching i:ad been made ‘avail-
able to thef’ with grést-slicossd 1 A high:echool for girls had. been eotebliehed in
' 1944, ‘Private schobls had %gradually expanded their curricula to 1nclu,a secondary
studiee, There were at the present time five secondary achools for gir\,e in the
‘ capital ef Haiti and the rural high.schools. ‘engured access Lo education for Both
. BeXes.
i Women' wef's" ehiteing the: Teld of medicine and the other libersl pro-
feseions in in’*masimg nunbersand- were achleying grow "ing s;:oce'm in tLose flelds.
h :‘-Womew vere fz«ae to ‘ente®’ ths ‘legal: pmfoseim withox.t o.is ,3” *”ma“.ion b1 ¢ ”D«Ch tioe

world 'be nochscary bedlbe WLy doutd overocms- the ! uee »\*uw sd pe *:miees which

still su’oeisteu ‘and egual men's financial euccess in 'chat £i )ld, .
" [For five
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.For, :five. yoars ¢ a ,tagchez“s training school had been operating, staffed

e I o W,

by roreign instrugtors who were. graduatea of, the Sérbonne and by Haitiana with

neny years :of -training in:fhe, teaoh;ng field.‘ Graauates "5t ‘tnht sehivol w vere’ Bent

abroad 4o take Jhedr adgancad, degmes. . Thei': was nb disci*izﬁination against ‘women
"ih the eelecfion -of..the atndez;te for euéh édVanced studies. ; éurrently fouf young

~ingm,-and t%0 .young. Vomen, vere: abroad continuing their education,
- vtg‘n
,,.The.. grad.uatea ofuother schools were also entitled to’ fellowéhi‘bb Yor:

sz el Apomy e

study; abrqad. .:Deapite the fact that Haiti's main sourcé oF incoma was agricui- .

B xn:! n)

—t»ure. however ;- Women, vexexunab;l.e to attend. the school of agronomy.

4’-

_Lhe, pro;f'esgional sphools in many 1nstances had inadequate eqﬁpment
~That Was ther greaf, ptm,bl:lng block in the vy of further progresa, " for such equip-
ment was costly to purchaae and equally expensive to maintain. "It was also
discouraging factor for many echolars, who often left Haiti to ésta_blish ’chem-

‘selves in. other. count;ri,es, to. the great loss of the community,

RS A

The real pr.obg,gm fa,cing }Ieiti and ct}mr undet;'-daveloped éountries vas

......

‘the-need for aasistance which would enable the 'Govemmenﬁ to mstal the neceesary
technical equipmant. They did not need advice frcm techniciana who prapared‘

tr Tres Sae Ay

Feports. and_‘mada mcomepdations which often could not be carrfed out. ahasat b
.The school oi' nursing vas growing and increasing numbers of applications

Vere being received, ;fp tpg 1ast five years entrance qualificétions hAd ‘been

LA, 0

ra;lspd the teaching stqff waa constantly being 1mproved and the generai lével of
rerformencs: of botjm sta;t‘i‘ apd students had rieen tremendously

Haitian t;aml,iee were ma}ciyg 1ncreaeing use of the services of nurses,
but. there. was pov a. s’hortage of nurses. There again the country ‘was ‘Thced with

ieade gl v wabis

the . pmhlem of. Jnadequat.,e facilities and technical equipment. For Wo' years men

insane asylu;ns. » For aJ,l t.hqir physical strangth however, men could nevér
replace women.,, w:!,th their patience. . devotion and intuitive understand’ing of “the

sick. ..
Laborqtory tech'xﬁci'ans and pharmaciats wem held 1n ’high esteem. o WOmen

"u‘

in thosa fields did their wprk competently and efficiently and ald %o attemﬁt to

eiehe

/Haitl
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Haitl was a'bill facéd with the problem af 111iteracy despi'be the
campalgn undert,aken 1n ‘the 1aat fow ‘years to'educate the peoples . No. agreemert
| ;had ag yet been reached on the language “of ingtruction. :'She felt that the . V, .
‘country could hé'b dontinue to teach the vernacular because of-the difﬁculty of
keeping that la.nguage alive. " 'Moreover, that type of instruction built up & wall -
'between the peqple ‘and tha upper ‘classes which did not -augur well for the future
4 of a democracy. ' Thirdly, the possibility of encouraging trade and cultursl
excﬁa.nge through the use of' the vernacular language was extremely difficult.
The adva.nced na,’cions would have little intersst In teaching-a language which vas.
used by 8o few people. _ Un‘btl the ‘country had decided in which language it wished
to give, 1nstruction, hm)zever , ‘the urgent problem of eliminating 1lliteracy would

remain,.

Mrg. POPOVA (Union of Seviet Socia.list Republics) sald the subject ef 7
feducational opportunities For women wes of vital importancey It was npt the
 firet time that the Commission had discussed that item altheugh 1t had nop made
particularly sa.tisfactz;ry progress. :

) ‘I‘he raprasontative of UNESCO had made a particularly- interesting -state-
ment on the subJeet. . She had ezpreeéed the fundamental truth that educational
opportunities for wmﬁen were affected by their political rights. .. k

Hitherto the Commission hed failod Yo cope with the problem.. The .
pcsition of women was 8t111 unsatismctory ahd ‘that sitiation should be changed. |
The statoment by the rapresentative of Haiti further confirmsd ler . opinion. For
example ’ tho prc‘blom of 1111teracy in Raiti hed still not deen-solved. . The larse
poreentage of 1llitqraay 10 mmr countries direstly affected’ woments-enjoyment
‘of their rights. Tha macqua.te educa.tional. faeilitlos and (the discrimination
against women An professiw&l rialdé a.ll himierad. tholr progiess. towards -
that gosle For example , in the Un{ted Stites thero weiss:ten million
111literates, six million of whom were unable o attend school either for lack of
facilities o ‘beeause 'bheir parente coul& not afford to send them. ~ That fast
was of vital impor‘oance o’ womsn, for i'b csulcl ‘be" roughly satimated that.half of
thoso ton millien 11literates wore womene Tho ‘situaticn’ {n"fhe United Statos
was partisularly soricus in viow ef the fact that lsss than 1 per cont of the

/1950/195%, udgot
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~ facilities had not been repaired.‘

'mmen's rignts remained a, dead Jettey,
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the 1950/51 ‘budget was devoﬁed. te ed.ucatioa. " In-New York pupils were attending -

-'gcheol in. dila.nidated buildings. . T’here ‘were, $ of course , Beme good schools but
~..the. matriculation fees in *hose instituticne Were bayond ‘the reach of many-

families, Moreover, the number of public £0hools was pot increasing.. ' A

-Féderel.social. service agency In e recent report had stated that 1,000 million

dellars would be requirad 1n the next decade to previde adequate ‘8chool fﬁcilities
in the. United. Statee. :* To ensure 'bhe e,ppropriate educational facilithes one
million additional 'bea.chera weuld have te be trained and ma.ny move: echools built,

. The. lack of a.dequate educatioaal facilities in “the United States could

be a.scri‘bed. to: the armaments race 2 far, according te the Chamber of Commerce,

~ 70 per cent- of the z:aisional iacama waa 'bsing devoted to military appropriatiens.

Much the aame unsatisfac'mry eituatim; prevailed in tha United Kingdonm.

“-8ince .the Second Warld War no new schoole had been built and the existing

Neverthelesa s fbhat counw was ‘gpending en

inerdinate share. of its budget ca o.rmameﬁts. ' Likewise s 'in Paris only ome new

school had been built; since 'bhe Sacond World wer despite the fact that many of

the old buildings had. collapsed.ﬂ In the face m that si‘buatic:n France, instéad

“'gf expanding its budget for secial servicee, wa,e devctiﬁg an increasingly large

Al.l thoae things indirectly a,f‘fec‘ted.

¢ -~

ghare’ of the public funde 'bo a:t‘mamen‘bs. .

wemen' s rights.

"oreover, ‘the .Secretaxy-r(}enare.l's repert si;ated that in many cases
 She felt, therefore, that om tlie basls

of these facts the Commission should take seme 8-0"31011 in thé matter,
. There was widesyread diecrimination agai:ast women in the professiona 5

. particularly in the 1aw and medicine.In ‘the -ﬁ’nited States not mere tha.n 5 per cent
“of the studen'b body of medical ccilegee ceuld be women.

" Thé nigh caa‘b of

" €éducation a.lso ‘made 1t impossible far many familiee to send their girla to

prof'essional echoals,]:n the Upited Kingagm,althaugh according to la:w women were

' “éptitled te study medicine y08ly 15 ser cent of the, physicians were wemen - The

Ia France access to

'upper ranks of the bankiz;g 1indue wry were aot open to wmen.
In

scme professional fields and schfmls was 1imited or taftally denied tg women.
the Far Fast and Asia the problem wae even more serioua owning to the highér

"!a‘he of illiteracy.

/I the <
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Ini the-Trust, Territories 2n extremely un:t‘avoura.ble situation
'i‘:i‘éﬁe.'ilodn There .was widespread. illitereoy and almosb no professional, sk i
tra.ining in: "hheﬁaritieh and French Truet Territories. , For that yoapon, sl she
agresd with.the representative of the Dominican Republic tha.t the,Cnymis;ion
‘should xalse: ithe.. :question of profeeeional training‘ fdr' womene in the Non-Self-
Governing Territories, ..

~-There .yas no. law me.king eduoation compuleory in ‘che Trust Tarritories.
‘In Kvnya;:Northern, .and Sou‘chern Rhod.esie. and Swaziland eduoati,on.ﬁwae
sompulsery: for the«Europeans but not for the indigenous 1nhabitante. In
Somaliland. no. profeeeiona.l opportunit.iee Were oPen to bhe people ’ and in
Ugands;.no, inddgenous candidates hed been quellfied to applx for profeesipnel
poeitdions. ~:n ..u.rimm men were given priori’cy ‘for; poete in publio office.

L‘he uneatis.factory eiﬁuaﬁfon in educaw:ion wee oonfirmea. by meny of
‘the petitions, reoeived. from the .Druﬁt"Terri’cories‘. I’o Wag_ trus thet the
Compdpaion, d1d. not poesees auffioient dnta-to make ewthoroug.h BU;‘}’?Y °f the
sitvwation, fbp;o the :t‘acte 1t had in hanc‘t 1ndicete<l .that. very, 1.11;3‘.19 in the way
of: ednca.ting the, people had been d.one in those oomtries. ,

- In the USoR on the other ho.nd. &tal‘in had. proclaimed th,e edncation
of (the peop}.e as one of the firét ob.jeoﬁivee of the state. A large percentage
of the ne.tional budg,e’c jras devobe&" o’ sducatlony-, Over 120 thousand. million
rublee +OF 26.8 gex' cent of the budget, was’ allocated to. social aifs:fir‘s.

Illitereoy had been oomplé’oely sradicated. . .Eagh of the ‘soviet
Republics. gaye inof;'uotion 1" the local 1anguage sy sEducad:ion vas, compulsory
for. seven years. i’hei:e Were ‘now’ 37 ‘»millien studsnts in undergraduate schools,
‘fhere were 8001 institutions of higher lealrning with.a etudent enrolment
exoeed.ing the bote.l enrolment of ell ‘bhe inat;ltutions of Europe. Increasing
rt:mbcre of wc- .o'** wL.S. n’t‘tending e:ohool. P Iniwho ex..:.eo ten yeere of the Soviet
rogime, 28 ;ger oent oi‘ the stud.enté had’ been “vopen; 'by 191L0 the prOPOI‘tiCm had
risen to 1&9 3 per cent. ) eteaclily fim:'ee:sing numbers of women were a.ttending
’qechnical training schools ‘yhere lx-'r ber’ oen’c of the, stud.ents were women.
Moreover, b2’ per oent ‘of" the profeesionel ‘persons. in the USSR 'e{ere yomen. More
than 2 nnllion women were aotively working/ﬁﬁzﬂg educetion syetem end at least
39 per cent of the nersona engaged in eo;{ence were women, one mill'ion women
were engaged in the Public Health System.

/There were
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There were ma.ny px‘ominént women in all branches of activity m the
USSR, Sé#rera.l. of thom had received the Stalin prizés :

' Before the October Revolution the Soviet Union had. bben e bhékwa.rd.
ne.t.ion ‘bt now all its citizens enjoyed équal rightsi The Miet
Govei-mﬁant had. promoted education in the Bepublics ardd haci fbh‘dei‘ed the
dovelopment of national culturess :

_Theé social Btrustiwe of the USSR was b%,s on thi JFremise that the
sociai } education, meterial and cultural well-being n a1l walls of Life
st bé improved. . The Soviet leaders were working for peace s & policy which
wasg mcmpamble with the ermaments vace in vhich the Uhited. States was '
engaged. It was that policy which enabled the USSR to devote sucl; a large
proportion of its budget to the education of women, ' |

- The Commission should work actively for equal opportunities for .
women, It should devote 1ts major attertion to the vital lssues at steke
~and attempt to £ind solubions for the problems confronting women all over the
world, It was regrettable that some’ members of the Comnission peemod TO .
forget that that was the Coammission's main task.

The USSR representative said she was accusiomed to cite facts in
support of her contentions end it was to be deplored that the United States
representative had misinterpreted the facte in her attempt to refute the
USSR's contentions. The letters quoted by the United States representative
me:éely proved thet women were able freely to criticize those institutions
vwhich infringed their rights. In so doing they were acting as txue VUSSR

‘citizens who would let no one prevent them from achieving their full rights. .
" Itwas tyus that the USSR pemal cods prevented prognent women from
" working, That was an excellent illustyation of the Government's concern for
women's rights, It was also true that students were often assigned work
after they had received thelr education at the Government's expense, In the
United States, on the other hand, university graduates were fre ntly unable
to find any employment at all.  She considered, therefore, that/criticisms
divected at the. USSR had  been invidious distortions of the true facte.
“In conclusion she said that the problem of equal opportunities for
women in education was a vital issus which deserved the Commission's full ‘
attention, for she was persuaded that the Commission's work would assist women
thyoughout the world in attaining their rightful place in sdoletye '

. ' The meeting rose at 12.35 DPenle
4/6 a.m, N





