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Mrs .. LF.FAUCBTll:X: (FranM).., Chali'!,:.an, declc:re'1 the session. 011e1i., and 

call9d u:;on Ris ExcallerlC;'l 1-f:ons iol:!' Jlam:!.d F:i'ar."-~ie to i:Hldl:'GSS the meeting. 

R .. E .. lv!~:mieUj_' B~~A~~·s-:LE.~~ M~.l''.if.rtc:;,• o-7 Foreign Affairs of Lebanon., 

e:r.:;·recsecl the :pleas1iL·e of his Go\.'"ernme:1t in oxtcnding hosp:t tali ty, 

not only to t:i:le CormEJsi.ol;, on the Status of Homen, but to all othe:.· 

_intel"na.tional orge.niza--bio~1s ivJ:.ose ailn -~e.s "'00 bring a 1arg.a:r: · :meas"vtre of 

::t~?~.J IJ an(t juatlcB to :w<:.t:.lcind. R:i.s Govermnent was desi:rous of collaborating 

as far as possible t~~-s.rds tho acl~iovement of t:1e aims iJf such organizations. 

As a resnlt of the teachinss of the Chl'ist:;.an and tvlob9.1Jrr.Dedan reli.gions, 

-vromen in Lebanon had already aq_uired Il1'3.!1Y of their fur.:da;:.a.ental rig:1ta, 

such as free access to schoole 1 universities ru1d the liveral prcfeasions; 

and "'ere gi·•·en every opportu:1.ity -Go &~·?::': n. their :po:som1lity a.nd to 

-consolide.te tl1ei:r mv:rE..l and material priv-i::..eges.. 'l'lle Le"benese people, 

together ~.;:l.th all peace-lc-,·int; na.ttcns, wonld foJ.lo~·r the work of the 

Ccnm1issicn with the d?~}}O;TG in~jEll'err:-, J.n i~re f:Lr111 :1o:ye that its e:Zf'or-Gs 

wct:ld contr:l.bute to 'th9 bui~ld:tne;··up ex' :peaee e.r:.d th9 co:Jso.lide:tion of progress. 

V.:rs. IEF.AUCH.l!.'UX (.:?ranee): exr-.:res.sed the tllcm:~::J of J0he Cor::tu.ission to 

the Lebanese Gove:..':oment for its gena:rous :'invitation to hold tlle p:>:"esent 

session in .Bei::."Ui:;, :pal'ticu}arl~ !n vie'N' of tte spec::i.al studies to be 

undertal::en. 'Ihe Co:mrdssion v;·ould be called upon to ex[;.lllfne general questions 

of inte::.."cst to all countries and to :Seba.non in p.articulm"~ She referred to 

the :irr1portant :Part play0d by tee won1en of Lebru"on in the past, atre ~G ir..g 

that in the Middle Zast \-TOmen had certain opportunit:i.es in recaro to status 

w~ich 'muld be studied vrith apecial interest; in pe.rticular, the right to 

a.dminist~r tne:!.r mm p:coporties. 

· lirss LAih'liCA (Chief of the Unite<l Nations Sec·bion on the Status of 

Women), th3....Tlk.3d ·::.he Le~~:m9ee Government for its hospitali'i.;y, and for the 

pri·rilece of holc15 .. ng the J_):l:-:;sent session in Bei:r_ut. She '!'ea.d the follovling 

text of a messeg.::• from !.fr. ~:·:.•;!&,'-'~:,, ·t.:l•.J 1 810:tx:-ota~·~Gen6~:·o.l cf tll3 fu;tte.: N2.~!o::.JS 

\, 

"My cor.::gli::lents to -~ha Con:'llission on the Ste.tu:J of 1-Tamen, and . 
eince::·e \vid}les for the succesz of this impo::·-Ga:1.t e3saion ~.n the 

Middle East. 
11
The vTOr.:!.d looks t•) Y01.l fo:::' lead.9rship in mal::i-og a l'eali-ty of 

tho prbcl:ple ~c:ln·';atr~o:l in the Charter of the United Nations .• that 

men and t·:omen sha.lJ. hav-e eque.l rights and c;~;::.1tuni,ties. 

":a:e:re at lake Suecess. vre have taken the lead in appointing vromen 
to top-ra'.'lk:ing posi·~ion;< 'O~G1 ::;y ;:_~-, <;'::,:; oasis of in.erito T!le Economic 

\ 

and Social Ccunc:tl of' the United l\!~tions has recomt'lended to all 

Member S·tates th!l'G they &ant l<TOmen, whether narried or Ul1!J18.rried, 

access on equal terms with men to posts in the public se+vice at all 

/levels 
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levels; ir;.clncUng d:i.plo1ut::.c; ccn;:mlal'_, legal a,nd jl<dici::\1 office, and 

to aJ.l liberal and otho:r professions; e.nd. that they cons~.dBr ~-ramen 

equally w'i th men vTi:wn e;,:rpointj_ng ·~ b.e::.r dGJ egations to o:rp,ans and 

age..J.cice of the United Nations and to inte~1a·tional bodies and 

confe:ronce.s ,, 
11Significant1::V'; in three Mem·'Je:r States, AX :en tina, Chi:'.e o:J.d 

Vene~uela, \Willen won t:De right to vote in 1947 ana. 1948. 
11Sucl1 heartening :-~roc:ress can only be achieved tirrough the 

enlif,hten~:n.ent of the ,people of nations where Homen do not pos,::css equal 

J:"ights and op:pc:.~ttu'l:t.t:i.es, e.nd through the l'emoval of their p:cejudices* 

This is a tremendous task. :::b.e Cormnission on the Ststv.s of liomcn 

\Till need ~?Oi::'ld-vide co~opel:'ation and assistance. 

"I the:rofol"e ·,u .. e;entl;r cnll v.:pon the tmrld }J:r'ess, :radlo, f:!lm and 

other :tnforrnation agencies to heip in removi:r.cg such :p:>:'ejudicee as 

have 'bee~1. proved to exist J.n rea:r·ect to eq_uality betvreen men and 

wo::r:en., I rr11J. gJ.ad.!.y assist all a1.tch info:::~e,tion oc;enc1.es in t:·,9ae 

effor-ts to the fullest possible- (;rtent.? ond h:::.ve dil:'ec·~ed that :~he 

Secreta:riat of the United. I>::t;;!;..ions lt.t'e:pere suitable ir.fol~:mation mate:L'iaJ. 

of all kinds for this purpose. 

"l·1ay your constructive efforts to better the status of ~ramen 

throv.ghout the 'wrld continue to merit the :fullest internat:i.onal 

co-operation; ancl to lead to positive, tangible achievement :!.n this 

field. 11 

The meeting rose at 11.30 a.m. 




