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1, CPENIJY OF TEE SISSICY : , 3
Mrs, IFFAUCHEUX {Franse}, Chairwan, declared the
callsd wpon Eis Excellency Monsiovr Tamid Trargie to address the meeting.

v

sessicn open, and

H.E. Monsleur FRAWZIE, MinisSer of Fovelgn Affairs of Lebanon,
sxyracsed the piecesure of his Government In extending hospitality,
not only to tas Conwmission on the Status of Womsn, bub to all othe:
International orgenizations whose aim sas %o bring a larger measure of
36239 and Justics to menkind, His Goverrment was desirous of collakorating
ag far ag possible towsrds the achicvenment of the aims of such orgenizations,
As a recult of the teachings of the Chvighbian and Mchaumedan reiigions,
women in Lebanon had already acguired many of their fundamenbel rigats,

such as free access Yo schools, universities and the libveral professions;

and were given every ogportunity to &l iz their personality and to
-consolidate thelir morel and material priviiegesg~ The Lebenese people,
together with all peace-lcving naticna, would follow the werk of the
 Conmissicn with the dospeat inderess, iu tue firm hove that its elforts
werld contribute to the building-up ¢ peace and tho consolidetion of progress
Mrg. IZFAUCHEUX (Trance), expressed the Shenis of the Comraission to
the Lebanese Government for its gernercus invitation to hold the present
sesgion in Belrut, rerticularly In view of the specifal studles to be
undertaken. The Coumission would be.called uponr to examine general questions
of interest to all countries and to Lsbanon in particular. She referred to
the iﬁportant part riayed by the women of Iebamon In the past, strereing
that In the Middle Fast women had certain opportunities in regard to status
walch would be studied with spscial interest; in perticular, the rigﬁt to |
administer their own propariies, V
Mrs. IABASCA (Chief of the United Nations Section on the Status of
Women), thanked the Lebenese Government for its hospitality, and for the
privilege of holding the rrzgent session in Beivubt, She.read the following
text of a messege from Mr. Girgve Lo, Scorstars-Gensrol of the Undbed Naics
"My compliments ?o the Commission on the Status of Women, and
gincere wishes for the success.of this imporftant esssion in the
Middle Fast. " ' - ¢

"The world looks to you for leadsrship in msking a veality of
tho princizle sonteired in the Charter of the United Wations, that
men and women shall hawve equal rights and cijcrhbunities.

"Aere at Leke Success we have taken the lead in appointing women
to top-ranking posiiiony #cl~ly oo why basis of merit. The Economic
and Sccial Ccuncil of the United Notions has recommended to all
Member States that they grant women, whether married or unmarried,

accezs on equal terms with men to posts in the public service at all

[levels
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N
levels, inclunding diplomabic; consular, legal and judlcisl office, and\\
to all liberal and othor prolessions; and that they conelder wamen
equally with men wnen epvointing Thelr dolegations to organs and
agencics of the Unil%ed Nationg and to international bodiss and
coniersncess

"Significantly, in three Memver States, Ar enbtina, Chile and
Venszusla, women won the right to vets in 1947 and 1948,

"Such hesrtening rrogress can only he achieved tiurough the
enlightennent of the people of nations where women do not possecss egual
rights and oppertunities, end through the removal of their prejudices.
This is a tremendous task. The Commission on the Status of Wonsn
will need world-wide co~operation and assigtan nce.

"I therefore urgently call upon the world press, radio, film and
othor information agencies to helv in removing such prejudices as
have beea proved to exist in respect to eguality between men and
women, I will gladly sssist all puch information agencies in t-2se

efforts to the fullest possible extent, and have directed that the
Secretariat of the Unlted Nutions prepere sulbabdle information meterial
of all kinds for this purpcse.

"llay your constructive efforts to better thn gtatus of women
throughout the world continue to merit the fuilest intermational
co-operation, and to lead to pogsitive, tangible achievement in this
field," ,

The meeting rose at 11.30 a,m. '
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