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Communicud of the meeting

The Confere..ce of the Committce on Asarmament today -eld its
788th plenary mecting at the Palais des Mations, Geneva, under the chairmanship
of Ir. A, leerburg, revresentative of th- Kingdom of the Netherlands.,

The representative of the Union of Soviet Scocialist Republics
(H.E. Ambassador V.I. Lilthatchev), speaking on behalf of the delegations of
the United States of America and the Soviet Union, made a statoment on the
progress in the bilateral talks which had been conducted since August 1976 for
the purpose of developing a joint initiative on the prohibition of chemical
weapons to be introduced in the Committee on Disarmament.

The gides believe that the future convention on the prohibition of
chemical weapons should meet the objective of complete, effective and
verifiable prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of chemical
weapons, as well as provide for the destruction of chemical weapons.

Agreement in principle has been achieved on a number of questions in the
area of the scope of the prohibition, procedures of declaring stocks of chemical
weapons, measures to verify the obligations assumed under the future convention
and others. Some questions, in particular those in the area of verification,
require further negotiations.

The Soviet Union and the United States attach great significance to the
conclusion of a convention and will continue their best efforts to complete
the bilateral negotiations on thic important snd extremely complex problem
as soon as possible.

The Committee adopted the draft report of the Ad Hoc Working Group to
Digcuss and Elaborate a Comprehensive Programmce for Disarmament.

The next plenary meeting of the Conference will be held on Thursday,

11 May 1978, at 10.30 a.m.
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Mr. LIKHATCHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translated from
Russian)s The distinguished mcmbers of the Committee on Jisarmament are well
aware that the delepations of the USSR and the United States are conducting
negotiations on the elaboration of & joint initiative on the prohibition of
chemical weapons for submission to the Committee. Today I have the honour to
anmounce on behalf of the two delegations, a joint ULSR-United Ltates statement
to the Committec on Disarmament on the state of these negotiationg.

In its resolution 32/77 of 12 Decemver 1977 on the prohibition of chemical
Weépons, the United Netions General Assembly stressed the need for early
submission of the joint initiative of the United States of Amcrica and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the Conference of the Committee on
Disarmament in order to assist it in achieving early agreement on the
prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of all chemical
weapons and on their destruction. The United States and the Soviet Union
recognize that this resolution reflects the desire of the international
comnunity to achieve cuch an agrcement, and that this task is a high priority
item of the Conference of the Cormittee on Discrmament.

Along with the work that has been done on this problem in the Committee on
Disarmament, the United States and the Soviet Union have, since August 1976,
conducted bilateral negotiations with a view to developing a joint initiative
on the prohibition of chemical weapons ~nd submitting it to the Committee on
Disarmament. On 10 January 1978, the seventh round of bilateral negotiations
vegan in Geneva, and is continuing. The negotiations have been conducted
intensively, the delegations of the two countries having held numerous plenary
and drafting group meetings.

The United Staten and the Soviet Union believe that the future convention
on the prohibition of chemical weapons should meet the obJective of complete,
effective, and verifiable prohibition of the development, production and
stockpiling of chemical weapons, and also provide for the destruction of
chemical weapons. Discugsionsg of measurcs relating to means of production
of chemical munitions and chemicals covered by the convention are continuing.

Progress has been achicved in the arce of the scope of the prohibition.

Ag a result of accommodation by both sides, asreement in principle has now
emerged on most, although not all, points in this areca. Both sides shere the
opinion of the majority of CCD members that the principal criterion in

determining the scope of the prohibition should be the general purposc criterion.
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(Mr. Likhatchev, U3SR)

Under that criterion, specific chemicals would be prohibited to the extent

liey have no Jju tification for industr il research or ot! r non~hostile civilian
purposes, for non-hostile military purposes, in particular for protective
purposes, or for military purposes not related to chemical warfare. Both sides
have also reached the view that, for the nurpose of facilitating verification,

it would be appropriate to usc two toxicity criteria and certain other provisions
in addition to the gencral purposc criterion.

The United States and the Soviet Union cre in agreement that the convention
gshould contain provisions clearly specifying the procedure for declaring chemical
weapons stockpiles.  Some specific provisiong of such a procedure have been
agreed upon in principle. Both gides agzrec that States parties to the future
convention should also nmake declarations relating to the means of production
of chemical munitions and cuemicals covered by the convention, but the actual
content of such declaretions is under continued negotiotion. Provicions
relating to measures concerning those means of production also require further
negotiation.

The United States and the Hoviet Union helieve that the fulfilment of the
obligetions assumed under the future convention should be subject to the
important requirement of adequate verification. They share the view that
arrangements for such verification should be besed on a combination of national
and internationsl arrengcments, including the creation of n consultative
committee, Some arrengements oand procedures have been agreed upon in thig
area, but no agreement has yet been reached on certain important issues,
including specific methods of verifying the destruction of chemical sreapon
stoclks and measures relating to means of production of chemical munitions and
cheniicals covered by the coanvention.

The Conference of the Committee on Disarmament is aware of the complexity
of the igsues involved iun developing an adecuately verifisble disarmament
measurc which is designed to eliminate an entire class of weapons Lrom the
arsenals of Stetes and which alco affects one of the major industries in many
countries. It will also understond that any attempt to describe in greater
detail the problems remaining ot this stage could complicate bilateral efforts
to resolve them.

The United States and the Sovict Union arc aware of the grect importance
that the members ol the United Wations General Assembly and the Conference of
the Committee on Disarmement attach to the cerliest possible conclusion of a
convention, and will continuc their best efforts to complete the bilateral

negotiations on this important and extremely complex problem as soon as possible,
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The CHATRIIAlT: The draft report of the Ad Iloc Working Group to Discuss

and Dlaborate o Comprehensive Programme for Disarmoment wac distributed to the

Committee at the last plenary mecting. I vrould like to ask if there are any

comments on or objections to this report before it is sdopted by the Committeec.
I see none, the draft report is adopted.

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 11 a.m.






