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ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (E/CN.6/164. E/oN.6/16L fada_1)

_The CEATRMAN called for smggestions for the inclusien of new items
in . the mrovislonal agenda.

Miss SUTHERIAND (United Kingdom) pointed out that document E /CNQ6/163
contained gengral mfornatim coxmarn:mg the status. of wouen In Trust Territories,
The political Tights of wouen m Non-Sle-Governing Territeries had alread.y '
been. ful:ly hfsuaseed at the, Comm"ssion’s fou:rth secsicn, and. the dooument now
submitted £5 the; etatus of women in HoaneL:‘&Governmg Territories (E/CN.6/159)
related. '%!a tua subjects deult witn 1n 1tems h and. 5, She tharefara proposed that
item 3 (d) shenld be awended to read: “Tafermation concerning the status of
womenr 1n Trust Territories" and that dccument E/ON.6/159 saonld be taken up in
. cennexion with the discusalon of Ltems L anrl5,

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the United Kingdcm rerresentative's
'prOposal.
~ The U']i"‘sd Eingdom representativets vrerosal was adevted by. 6 votes to 2.
with 1 & ‘BtG"’uiOBo

: provisional
Mrs. GomMAN (Unitad. States cf stcxiva) esid 1bo Jegenda did not

-provide fcr 2 rev.'.ew of the, q_uestion of . the natiumhty of married womwen, and
propased that 1tom 4 should be amended to izclude thnt sublect, She slso
euggesteu that a. report on the progreea -nade :m retux* ,,g (z"aek children to
their homes might be given tnder item 5o Item 10, puetic pnmon of women in
the work of the United Natione migat be expendad to perwit e review of the ‘work
of womexn in techuical aaeia..ance. Finau..a.y, a new lte might 'be placed on the -
agenda dealing with the Coummission ta future. p.;fms and pric‘*ity of worke

- Miss BERNARD“’NO (Temint ican, Republio) supps:rr e& the United. States

represe:;tatiw?a 876..:"'“}010"‘ mm the Oau‘nimguon gt u) h-:l disnxrs the naticnality ef

merried wnmel, and tue ¢ueet foir of the Coesis chiiicon, 'bwb proposed, that the

latter subiect shaould be dealt with as a separate 1ltele

. Mres. M,Arwm'rq {twaacal g 1an recuested that the q_nestion of Greek

children ghould. be placsd op the agaada, In orcer WmMT: we Comiizslion. m:tght ‘oe

informed ¢f the curreat sitiatlcn and the action:taken In the matters 5
[Migd SUTHERLAND
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Miss SUTHERLAND (United Kingiom) would mot oppose any of the

~ Unlted States represertative’s’ suggestious, but felt strongly ‘that the
Commission ehould limit its comments to the actiom’ taken on those questions
since 1its last session and should not reoven the discussion.-

Mrs.-POPOVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) reminded the
members of: the Commission that they had 'agreed at’their first meeting that
the ‘agenda wae alreedy sufficiently full and provided a comprehensive plan.
of work,.. She warned the Commission of the danger of overburdening its
-agenda; and moved that the proposed new ‘ifems should not be included on the
agenda, -

Mre. DEMBINSKA (Poland )+supported-the USSR representative's motlon.

‘Mrs. GOIDMAN (United Btates) explained that the 1tems whioh she
proposed for inclusion were not new items which would give rise to & sub-
stantive diseusasion, but ‘questions with which the Commission had alraady
dealt and on the progress of which it should be informed.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the proposal that the question of the
nationality of married women should be placed on the agenda &8 & separate
item, '

The motion was adopted by 10 votes to 2, with no abstéentions.

« I'he CHAIRMAN put to the vote the inclusion of the guestion of
. Greek children as a separate item on the agenda,
The motion was adopted by 9 votes to 2, with no abstentions.

The CHATRMAN put to the voté the proposal for the inclusion of &
stuldy on:the participation of women in the work of technical assistance under
iten 10 of the agenda, - :

The proposal wan adopted by 8 vo‘ces to none, with iabatention.

The" CHATRMAN put- to the vote the inclusion of an item on the
Cormiseionts programme: of work..
The motion was adopted. by 1l votes to.mone, with 2 abstentiona.
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There being no bbjéctlons, the provisionsal agenda; ae emetded;, wes adopted.

The. CHAIRMAN proposed .thit the question.of nmationality of maiwied
women should be taken up after the existing ltem. 35 *bhe question of Greek
children after the existing item 8; the Yepcrt uf the Tnter-Anericar
Commission of Wemen after the existing item 10; and the Commissicii's
programme of work after the existing item 1l.:

- It was eo agreed.

Miss SUTEERLAND (United Kingdom) and Mre. PELETIER (Netherlands),
urged that the Commissilon should try to complete its work in two weeks,
rather than threé. It had done so the previous year, although it.had had
a heavy amenda. and it should be able to 4o 80 again if the aedates were
not -unnecessarily prolonged.

The CHAIRMAN arreed that the Commiesion should sttempt to finish
1ts work in two weék’s'.

She propased that two committees should be set up to assist the
work of the Commissiom a committee on resolutions and & commttee for the
examination of communicabions yeceived by the Secretariat.

"It was so agreed.

The "CHATRMAN proposed that each committee shauld have flve members;.
that would be sufficiently large to be representative but not so large
as to slow down the proaress of the work. She suggested that the Committes
on Res8olititng should be Gomposed of the repreaentativee of the Doninican
Republic, India, the Netherlands, the USSR, and thé United States.of
Amerien. and the Committee on Communications of the representatives of
Austraiia; -Cuba, Greece, Poland, and .the United Kinglom and that 1t should
be left to each Committee to appoint ite own enairman

It was 80 agreed,

fith regard
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With remard to collaboration. with ron-governmental organizations,
the CHAIRMAN suggested that the representatives of those bodies should bé
allowed . to participate in the discussion.of any ‘item which wag.of par'bicular
interest to their -onganizauicu.

‘Tt vas 80 .aproed.

POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN (E/CN.6/160, E/CN.6/163, E/1T12, A/L342)

Mrs. mxmc-v:mvm (Secretariat) mtroduced the -documentation
available to the Cormission on the subject of political rights of women.
Doocumsnit’ A/13’42 , 8 ‘memorandum by’ 'hhe Seoretary-ceneral on the politica.l
rights of women, contained tlie - legialative toxts of- varioua countries on
the subject ‘and listed thoss - tountries whick had granted political rights
to women .and those which had: fnot. ‘A draft conven'&idn on the political
rights of women, based on various nationsl logislations and ‘én the Bbgot&
Convention of 1948, was given in document E/ON. 6/3.60. For item 3(c) of
the agenda;, ‘the Secretary-Generdl. h&d gubmitted a report on-the political
education of women., The document on the status of women in Trust
Territories (E/CN.6/163) was a compilation ‘of replies by ‘governments to the
questionngire circulated by the Setretary-General, and showed the progress
achieved 4in that f£ield since the pre‘v-ipue’i yeak., |

Mre, GOLDMAN (Uuited States of Americe) expressed her appreciation
of the doeumen‘cs availeble
' In the a:bsence .of the Lebenése repreeentaﬁive, she Adrew:the
Commission 8- attnnﬂon to recent events in Tobaron, where: wolen had’ achievad the
righ‘b e veko: in municipal u.l.ectdcns £.¢ the f£irst time,

She “hoy-ir 'ﬂm the- repi'eeentative of Hatti:Wwould kell the:
Comission of ‘the’ new rights which *had’ baen eranitéd to Wotat 1 et country
since the Commissiof!s ‘previous. Bession.

/Mre,. POPOVA
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Mee POPOVA (tfnicn of s::viai; Sbcialiet Republice) pointed. ot that the
predubls or the charter reaff'imed fa.ith in tha digniw and wortmef— the .human
perebn and tha équal r;shta or man aml Women, . whilo Articls 1 referred to.the
United Naﬁions ad a 'cezitme for hamonizing the actions of namna in the
attaimnenu of’ thair commn enda. _ In 19h6 the. General Aeaombl:r by it&
resolntion 56 (). ned recommemled. all Member States to.take the neceeeary Btéps
to give wcman egual rights with mons Tha guestian or vomen's. pouticél rights
tidd béen consmered at overy. aeesion ©of the Coumission and on geverel occasiohs
1 the Economic and Social Councip

' In ma,ny cou.ntries, hmver, women st111 414 pot have egual righte.with
mens ~ In the United Sta.tes, women had ha.:l the right. to -vote aince 1920, &1151100811
in most smbes that right vag limitad. by tax and property requirements. : Milliona
of" women who vere Americau oitimns ’ particularly many women in- the srorkins
cmsses 'y Were stﬂl unable to vate, and state laws. contim;ed 4o restr:tct :rights
vhich were gra.nted. 'by federal lawc , Thare were Very Teow women in. the
Govarment of the United Ste.‘oes' : :m bha Eishty-Second Oongress-:bhere wera.nine.
Woen, ons in the Senste amd eight in the.House of Reprosentativess . The
"Women Lawers' Journal" mentioned the g,uestion of lays discriminatins againstt
married womeRe Many of tho J.a.ws ap}garenm protecting women-in. amloyment wers
1ntende(1 to defend men :f‘rom feminine competition. .. There were laws. Jprohiblting .
women f‘rmn serving m Juriee. ’ Fina.lly, mcial d.iscrimination deprived millions
of American women of ‘bheir rights 5 yarﬁcmrly m ~connexion, with narriages

In the United. Kingdom womep. oﬁ‘icia.lly enjoyocl full poldtical rights,.
but there were ma.ng rest‘..‘iqtions y sinqe a:l,ecml rights ere limi‘oed by

; roperty requiremnte s aad. work.tng Women Vere, hampered. by the lack of eﬁu&l

: educational cppormnitiea. There Vere no women in. the House of Lords, and
only twenty=two in- the Eonse of Conmong. -

In. the, Union of South Africa tha diacrinumuon a@ainat coldured
peop].e a.eprivad maw women of thair r:lghts, and she quotad a case: reported in the
”Pretoria Newe" of an Mahmn who had been sentenced by & court for wanting to
marry a colmmsd glrie

[There were -



E/CN.6/SRe83
Page 8

There were Very .few Women in pplitical life in Turkey, and in the latin
American: countries women's rights were.very J.imited. . In ‘some cmmtr:les, auch
as.Haiti, Colombia, and El Salvador; women had. no political rights at al;L.
support of her statement shs referred to the Secretary-fenoral's memorandum on
constitutions, elsctoral laws and other legal instruments relating to the
franchise of women and .their eligibility to public office and functions (A/1342).
Sometimes.rights wore grented on peper, but not in practices

In. the Trust:Territordes -administered by the United States; ths United
Kingdom, Belgium and other countries, the position of the indigénous poople was
as-tad ag 1t.had alwa.ye beene. - In Nauru,- for. instance, which was administersd
Jodntly by:Australia, New Zealsnd and the Upited. Kingdom,. theve V&S 1o,
participation by :the.indigencus population in the governmente . -She referred to
the 1949-Report of the Administering-Authorities. . Women therefore could not -
take any part.in public lifes -!' The.:name wag true- of Uganda, Tanganyika, Nsasannd
and other Territories whére ‘the 'nat.iVe populaticn ‘had no voto and thorefore
women-could have no political 1ife. -In Malaya. women were still-in. the poaition
of slaves, and 1t had-even besn’ reported. in 4the, "Pakistan Times": the.t girlB
vere..openly ‘sold in:the ptreetas of Singaporee..

In the USSR, however, women had .equal rights in all respects, which
vers guaranteed. by. erticle:132 of ‘the Constitution. . There were 208 women
«deputies to the Supreme: Saviet, and .there Were many, women on the local and
natianal Sovietss- Women had.achieved great success in all walks of 1ife in .
all the Republics af the. JSSRe . Mothems were given ‘special assistance to enable,
them to participate in public .ufo, »In the USSR women were reslly. equal f-o
men, whilerin the United Siates. elthcugh they appeared so, in reality ‘they were’

note .
The Commission on the Status of Weman had e fine record in the work of

helping women to a.chiesre Folitical equalltys In many .couniries romen a’oill had .
no reel. rights, anl 8he hoped that the (.'.omieeion would. maks an effort to help

thems

Miss BERNARDINO (Dominican Republic) reserved her right to speek later
on the political rights of womene. She thought that the representative of the
USSR wae trying to confuse the lssus. Women in the Dominican Republic did emjoy

/political rights,
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political righta, the best proof of which was- the.t .ehe herself wag serving on.

\ ‘the Ccmiesion in the capacity of her countryts Emroy Extraordinary and Minibter
Plazﬂ.potenﬁary, It vas true that in 1949 there had . ‘been no.woman in the
legislativa bodies of ‘the Dominican Republic. but that was merely bécause the -

enly woman 1:1 tho lag.sla.mre had reaimed her post in. order to take up & higher
one «

Yrae GOLDMAN (United States of Americe) wanted to correct certsin
erronecus statementas about . ‘bhe Unitad States made by the USSR repreeentative,
‘althongh she would admit that the’ rights of ‘women were not always full.y
implementeds Referring to. the Secre‘he.ry-General's memorandun (A/1342), ehe
thought that 1t would be helpﬁa. i the Semtaryaaenara.l would include
information as to the year when voman*a suffrage vas’ firet effectively granted
in each country. Extracts in tha mammndmu wero alwa,ya teken from the
constitution in force in counﬂries, mch, whiJ.e sbating the actual legal

{position, did not always give & tyie pictura of the eituation. ‘She_would
revert to tha subject laters

Mrs. GUERY (Baiti) reported that, owing to the efforts of women's..
oream.zati ona, the primiple of equal po].ttical rights wes. recognzod 1n the -
new Haitlan Constitution of November 1950, tut the exercide of those rights wag
8t11) being postponed, and for that veason she folt. the need of a convention .
on political rishts of womens

Mirs, TSALDARIS (Greece) wanted to give the Conmission some additional
Ain:torma’cion on. even‘bs which had occurred in Greece ainee txe previous - seesion.
As she hed stated d.uring the fourth session, until April, 192+9 only women over’
thirty who could read. and write had been allowed to vote. A decree-law of.
'29 April 191&9 ¥nd' gran'bed. the franchise to. e’very wvomen over twenty-five, md also
pfovided that women coulcl ‘be elec‘bed. to municipal councils. The Minister of the
Interior had exeroieed. the preroga.tiva he enjoyed :pendins the elections and hed
immediately appointed two women to the municipal council of Athens. The alternate
representative f Greece on the Commission, Mrs, Mantzoulinou was one of those
mnicipal councillors, and’‘had fulfilled the duties of Secreta.xy-General of the
‘minieipality of Athene, & post to which she had been unenimously elected.» The
decree~law also provid.ed that after 1953 women would be eligible as mayore.
Over 500, ‘000 women ‘had’ votecl in -bha elec'bions of 15 Apr-il 1951 and a
number had heen elected to the munic:lpa;!. councils. ‘The exact figures would e
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Imown in & few days, when the Minigter of the Interior had vublished the final
results of the. electiehs.

In 1943 only 2, 000- woﬁen ‘hed i‘egibtered as- vetere, but’ ‘the emallneee of
the number had beon due leea to any 1ack of intorest on 'che . part of ‘women than to
the reetrictione imposed on them by the: 1e.w. *Those reetrictions had ’Oeen
' .abolished owing largely to the pa.rticination of womsh. in the ceuntry*e socia.l
‘activities and to their large and increasing representation in the liberal”
professions,

There wasg every evidence wtha’c the Greek’ Government :ln‘oend.ed. still
further to extend women"e politicaih rightse

Migs SUTHERLAND (Unfted Kingdom) expressed her satiefaction at the new
wey: in which the’ Secretaria'b hed Bet eut ’ohe ini‘ormatien on the politice.l rights
in existeénce in different countries. It was unfortunate that there were gtill
gixteen countries which grantéd ' ne rights to vomen, but the progress mede in
twenty~one other countries in recent years should be noted..

She wanted to. comrect & statement made; by the USSR representative.
Theré wee no froperty qualificétion’ for voting in the United Kingdom. 'There wes

' a simple residence qualification, which deprived no one of the right to vote., If
the USSR representative had road the reper‘cs on the 'l‘rust 'l‘erritories , she would
have -realized that her statemente on-the eu’nJect were inaccurate.

The" CEAIRMAN agreed. that the granting of political rights wae bound to
be slow work, She called. fer a diecueeion on th,e d.raft convention on; politicel
rights of women, “which might lead to passing & general resolution. She read the
draft convention prepared by the Secretariat (document E/CN.6/160) and asked
mem’bers for their opinions on the general principle of. the convention 1tself.

. Mre. GOLDMAN (United States: of. Aznerica.) thought that while expreesing
its satiefaction at the abolition. of certain types of diserimination existing 1n
gome countriee ,- the Commission: should not lose sight of 1ts most mportant goal ‘7
namelv s the aehievement of full voting righ'be for all’ vomen ‘bhroughout the WOrld.
The establishment of guch yights wap easential, -not only to- ensure full part1c1~
pation by women. in the national life of their countries;’ ‘tut also to ensure full
N euppert for the United. Na.t:lone sthroughout the world,

. Mrs. POPOVA"(Union of Soviet Sccialist ‘Republics), replying to the.
: United. Kingdom repreeentative remarlced that fecte muet ‘be” faced" 1t vas
necessary. to recogrize the’ unpleaeant “truth that diecriminatory conditions existed
in the Uniteéd Kingdom and that etepe sheuld be taken to eliminete them,

, 'With respect to the dreft conventien, she felt that its adoption could
do little to further the: Comnieeien'e aims,- Of 'bhe fourteen originel .

U TP gy
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signatories of the Boeota conVention of Agru 19&8 only tbreé hed ratifiéd the
Convention and put ﬁ; into ef‘fact 1n. their oounﬁries by 15 3anuarv 1951 , ORE,
signatory State still rete:!ned io- :H;s constitution a provision makin& VOtiDB
compulsory for men, but bad adopted no provision regarding women.~ colombia,
Guatemala and Peru, all origtnal signatories, hed gmntea. virtually no
political rights. to womeu' . even- 1:1 the United Statea of America, whicb
‘officially granted full. righte to women 5 the ‘oumber of women . m COngraBs was

' nagligible. : In Mrs Popova'a view, 21l thoee facts showed clearl.‘x' thﬂt the
adoption of a draft convention would not be & realistic step toverd achlevement
of equal political rights for women, for that reason. her delegation propoaea
otber, more concrete measures in the draft resolution which it would present
subsequently.

Mra GOLDMAN {United States of fmerica) rvecalled that her delegation
hed already aubmitted ,Jointly with tha delegatione of Mexico and Lebanon ) 8
dreft reeolution on the polittcal rights of women (E/CN 6/L 26) She wauld
pmfer 1t to ‘be - introduced by. ‘the. representotive of Lebauon op bHer arrival:
end ooiuted out tbat the text migb‘b perneps be expanded to include the’ question
of a dreft oonvention

Miss 'BERNARDINO (Dominican Rapublic) hed an.amendment -to:the draft
con‘wution uhich ehe waa not prepared to su‘omtt uutil the following day, _"h
hoped ‘therafora. that no.final decislon would be taken. at the current meetiﬂs

The CHAIRMAN reiterated her view that the Commission.should, if
possible, talm a: decieion of. principla at the current meeting:op. the. queation 3
.vhether or not to- ‘edopt & dreft convention on the. politioal rights of,\woman. -
That would eave time and eff’ort, since 1f- the Commission: decided. to adonh a“ 4
;dmft convention, 1t might prove: unnecessary to adopt a seco:od end. more general :
;:reaolution on: the subject, Once & decision hed been taken on the general :
""'Prinoiple 1nvolved, ‘the' Commiseion co’um then proceed, et its nez’c meeting, to 7
discuss t.he tezt propoeed by the- Secreta':.d‘.at, as well as all, amendments and
elternative- texts submitte’d by pewbers of the Comm;{ission :f - genexal debate “ -l
could: be: held., ‘and- the Resolutioua CQmmittee could drew up and: submit 8., composito'
text for approval: by the commiesiom

JFoy ner
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For ner part while recognizing 'bha.t- “tHe ado:ption of a ‘draft convent* on
would by no mea;xs provide a final solu+ion for the problem of nolitical rlghts foz
women, the Chairman 'folt that it dolld be & constriictive and-desivable gtep to -
ta.&e.

Mra. SAN' (India) prorosed that the uiscuscion on the' dreft” convéntion

be defefred witil thé Commission bad before 1t the proposed USER ‘draft rédciution

on the political rights cf women.'

Mrg. TSALDARIS (Greéecs) drew attention to the fact-that there had been
conmd.erable divergence of views in the Econcmic ‘and Sécisl Council’ durii)g 1
discussion of the question tha precod.ing year. Certain mewbers of the" Counc:.l hei
felt s‘brongly ‘chat increased. chlitical ri{_:,hts for women could be more effectively
promwted thrcugh propacanda e.nd eﬁuca'tion than by the adontion of a convuntion,
and had nointed out that many Governments wcuﬂd }vave to modlfy théeir national
legislation to a considera‘blo extent b°fore they could ratl;y’ such a convéntion.

,.Nevev-theless she folt tl‘a.'b the Comisaicn should mz*intam e previous d.ecision

and’ discuss thu text of & drert’ con‘véntion.

 Miss SUT‘HJ?RIAND (Unfted. Kingdom) meinteined the views she had expressed
at the preceding session oi‘ the Comniscion, she VES opnosed t6 the a"ption of &
conventio'l b9cause the procedure already 'befmg ‘followed was 'brmgivg resulte A ‘
conven’cion wa.s not needed. in those countries which ‘had already granted or were i |

' about to grant political r:lghts to women, and it would be of little valuc in thoss

countries which had g0 *‘ar refused to considcr {3r'antinm such’ rzghts. -Accordingly

_ shé would’ sbatatn in ’che ~ote on “arfy ‘toxt of fuck-a convéntion,

; cnjoyed. full righta to vo‘be ‘and 46 hold ‘office vn&er @ System which prOVided“ for

Mrs, G@LDi&AN'(Uniﬁcc{ ‘States-of Amurice) ‘pointed out that ‘the propoged
conveéntion. would be of li’otle diréct infltiencs o her” courit*y, as women élready

free electio'xs ‘and” frep choice of' candidatee.- ‘Sie .. ‘Bupported the proposal for
a draft ccnveﬁ‘fsion at thé C‘ozmnl.ssion's precec’xing ‘seadfion because her deleﬂation
wishei 630 everything_ in ita powar to u.*»hold the m‘c“' egts “of “women -in Other
counitries who did not yet®enjoy ‘the Bame politisal righte:

J¥irs. GUERY
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Nrs GUERY (Haiti ) supported the adoption of & convention es &
desiradble and effective means of action.

. Mrs. POPOVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) observed that most
_ memhers of tre Coumission hed had 1nsuff1cient time to acquaint themselves
thoroughly with the large nass of documentation before them relating to all
the items on the agende.. She mggeeted, therefore, that the Commiscion should
suspend 1ts westings for one day in order to allow for further study of the.
documents. '

_ The CHAIRMAN cm.ld not support the USSR susgeetmn, in view of t;he
Commisaion's decision to finish its work within two weeks if poselble. She -
suggested that the discussion of item 3 {c), "Study of information on |
programumes of politicel educetion for women", might be postponed, ,smce it
involved more extensive documentation, but that the Commission should proceed '
with the discussion of item 3 (=) and {v) the following morning.

After some discussion, the Cbaiman's sugzsstion wes adopled,

The _meetirg rose at 5.55 p.m.

95 »p.B.





