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Whereas there can be neither material security, social security 

nor we11-being for individuds or nations Yrithout health, and whereas 

the full responsibilities of a free man can only bo assumed by healthy 

individuals, 

Whereas the spread of proper notionc of [lygienu among populations 

tends to improve the level of health, .':i.l1d hence to increase their 

working power and raise their standard of living, 

Considering that the campaign again:;,t dis0ase and the spread of 

proper notions of individual and coilective hygiene contribute towards 

the ••·ell-being of men, ensure their material existence and safe;guard 

their mental balance, ·and that j t is desirable to give every individual, 

in rural districts ai:f\7ell ns in town; the benefit of the latest 

developments of preventive and curative medicine and to organize these 

activities in a rational and economical manner, 

Whereas the comparison of national experience and the co-

opera'tion of the most qualified in tarn:~ tional experts should make it 
.. 

possible to adopt on the international pla~c the most effective 

solutions for the prob~ems raised by the protection of health, and 

11hereas the benefits of scientific and technical discoveries should be 

extended to all, 

Whereas tho protection and improvement of health strengthen social 
,.. 

security, thus developing respect for tho rights of man vnthout 

distinction of race, sex, language or religion, and contributing to the 

maintenance of peace, 

Cons~dePing that one of tho essential aims of the United Nations 

Organization is to create the conditions of well-being necessary to ensure 



pacific and frienilly reli',ticms bet\v-een nations ,:md to pr0mote the sC"lution 

nf internAtinnal prcblenm in the sphere of public health, 

.. llRTICill I 

':'hA t=:-~mr~ (')f the IntArna "'.:innal Health trganiz$'\.ticn shall be 

up t:f int"lrnatinnal gtMda:!::'d.s 

( lt.:r':ri t,icr; 

'-' 
1•l.-

. ' 
: . ~) 
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to organize international interchanges ef health perBonnel, 

metheds of internntional study and infori,lD.tio~1, and to study and 

arranr;e for the ::c~~'lication of all measures calculated to improve 

health ancl v;ell-bei11,3 tl:u'oughout the world. 

1. i·~embershir- of the 1Jni ted -rations Organizatiol shall carry vii th it the .. 

to the: co.:1cLi.. tio~1s of the n,t;reement betveen this Organization 

~,r; c:he Ur;i_"';<c;d Hationo 0r,?;anizF"tio;1~ <.rp~ll'oved pursuant to Article X ef the 

J!l'" 18nt Gon-..rentior;., States not ;,\'m:bers of the Dni ted Nations Organization 

ffi~l~· b"l adJri t'~ed to raer:tb8r~3hip of the Organization, upon recommendation of 

:S:x:ecu_"~ive Doard, by a tu0-thirds majcri ty vote of the General Cenference. 

i1er1iter;> of the O!·ganizatioil which are suspeDded from the exercise of 

tj o.nd :privileges of membershir- ef the United :~ations Organization 

8. 11, at the ls.tte::.~' "' request, be suspenc'led from. the ri[;hts and privileges 

I 
4-- '<kicL a::.·e exJ..!elJ_ec1 from the United :iati.ODS 

0· ti0n ,,~w:l au-:ouaticaliy cense to be nPrrcberG 0f this Organization. 

Orgo.ns 

':'he Interr,a +;icnal Health Organiza-::ion H 1 shall comprise a General 

Int0.rno. tional HeR.l th GonfF>r8nce (G. L H. c. ) ; an International Health Executive 

~- , 'I ·r "" B \ , .,. + t' 1 T· '1 t' n .... • t J::O~'rCJ. ~ • t, b, · • ; ; c.na an ~-n .ernn ~ona r~ea_,. n ,oecre var~a u .-. \ 
.i.l .. u. / Q 



C()nsist of thA repres•mtatives of the Z::ltates l'~embers of the United 

J.Ta tiol:.3 Organization. Th<? Govermnent of eaot 1.;.ember State shall appoint 

twt more tr.LP"'""1 three representative~:'>, one of v1hom shall be a senior 

medi0al officer nf its ~entral a&iunistration. 

2. The Gcnnral ~onferen~e of the International Fieal th Orr;anizatio11 

shall O.eterrnine the poli~ies and the main lines of 1rorl: of the Inter-

national Health Organization. It .sh.all talce deciRions on prcgramnes 

dra1m up by thr:o: Exwoutive Ilonrd. 

3. ':'he ~nP.rcil 0onference of the :::nternational Health Organization 

;;h'll2., -;rhem i.t deems :l.t desirnble, summon international or re,sional 
·{~ 

4-. ~'he :":rAneral r:onferenne of the :I:nt"'lrnatic;nal Henl th Ol'ganizaticn .. 
3hall, in adopting proposals for submission tc the l.ember States, 

di. s tinguiRh between reoorrmenCia t:ions 3Ld in tern a t~_cnal 0onven tions sub-

rri tted f()r their approval. ::n the first ca.s~ ~ a majority vote shall 

Intel'D8. t:'~o!1'3.l :.'Ieal th 

hFtd nf"'t taken 

to ~onventicn~ thu~ 

E. 

u:c1on betwe~n 
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6. ::.'he General Cc;1ference 8f the International Health OrganizaticD shall 

r '"i ve <.md co,1sicJ~er t~P reports subn:d. tted t() it each year by the :8xecutive 

.LJ' ·be Direr: tor-General, the Reginnal Offices md perioCiically 1:-y the 

'7 
I • :.::'hr:o GenPral :'.c.,fercnce cf the In terna tj Oiial Health O:t·[;11.niza tion shall 

P~ ?ct the r,leinbers cf thA I<iter~mtional Health :;::;xecmtive Board ~nd ;::~hall 

i o·;al (;ffir;."ls ("1~1 the Jirector-General 1 s prnposal. 

BP;Ci;. lL·~rrbii::r 3tate shall bwe one vote in the Li<:>neral Ccnference. 

:;).-;:· · 3J.c·n;:; sl-1all be made by the simple majcri ty except in cases in which a 

two-tLirG.s majnri ty l3 re~J_uireo. by the provisions of the present Convention. 

!J. .jnri ty sh::;.ll -t~ a rnajori t~{ of tl1e Jjemb~rs r>resent ancl voting. 

Tf:.r- GA.n0.ral ::;or:fere;}ce d' the Internatiom:.l Health 0rfanization shall 

J.·.). 

"· .-_. (":';-' 

0 • • "'lTCJJ..r:qry ser.:slon. 

shall 1->e 
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,Any State nnt a Ji~'>mbe:r of the ::nternatinnal Eealth Organization may 

be invited tn take part, wi thnut right of vnting_, in .,the discussion of 

specific probJ..ems 1rhenever the Conference by a tv10-third.s majt:'ri ty 

decides that such prohlems are of J.ir~ct CC"~"\cF:rn to that State ana. one or 

more States 1.ember;:; of the Organization, 

F. Observers -·----..----
13. '!'he C'reneral Conference of the :-!:n terna tj onal Heol th Orga.niza tion, by 

a ~to-thirds majority and on the Ex~cutive Board 1 s reco~mendation,may, 

subject to i t8 rules nf proceC:cure, invite as 0bservers at specified 

se;c:;sions of the Jon.ference nr of committees, representatives 0f 

international organizatio.-~s, such as those referred to in .Article XI 
.. 

para. 4 (::i.e ln. tionG vfi th specialized in terna tio;1al ar;encies). 

1. The .Executiv-e B(lard of the ::::n tern a t].0nal Health Crganiza t ion shall 

consist of ei[;:cteen membe:t:3 elected frog:. aJnong the l';e1riber States. At 

least t\;elve nations shall be rerresented. The President.of the C:on-r· 

terence shall sit in an advi3ory capacity. 

2. As members of the :~xecutive Doard, the General Conference 0f the 
. l 

International Eealth Organiz::1tio:n shall·elcct persnns competent in th'3 

sphere 0f health, and qualifif:!d by their experience and capacity to per-

form the adrllnis 4;rative and exec~utive O..uties of the Board :::t shall alse 

have regard to t:r.e diversity ._of medical D.DCl health problems in t~e :: 
:' •' 

different geograpLical areas. At least one-half the members of the 

Council f:\hould be senior medical nfficers. 

3. • l'he member;:; of the Executive :.:_oard shall be elected. for three years 

and shall be re-eli£ible. 

4. In the event of the death or resiu1ation of a me11iber, the Executiv-e 
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oard sh11ll a:p 'OiDt a substitute vrho shall act until the next session of 

the c:onference. 

rron-rne;·.1ber Sta!:;o;:., f'hall be invited to sit in an advisory capacity 

·. he Jever their intere:::;ts ore concerned. 

L I'unc tions .... -.... ' ...... 

'.:'he :SxecL'.tive Loor<l of the Intern<::.tiolwl Health OrganizatioD shall act 

. 
[ s the tecl'illical orcn.1 of the General Conference of the International 

eo.lth It shall study all quesUons vri thin its competence 

a) It shall aC:Lvise the Genernl Conference of the International 

health Or[:;<mization on the questions referred to it by the latter, 

and. on those fallin~ vri thin its cowpetence as a result of inter-

national conventions; 

(b) \.henever it thinks fit and after previous study, it may submit 

advice or proposals to the Conference on its mm initiative; 

It shall prepare the agenda of J,leetings of the General Conferen~e 

of the In terna tio~1al Health Organization fill d. shall subrd t t., it a 

ceneral progracme o:::' vro:d: covcrj.n8 specific period which it s.Lall 

carry cut after by tlle General -:!onference of the Inter-

nationa~- Health Crganization; 

(d) The Executive Board sho.ll be authorized, vrithin the lirrits of the 

funds at its disposal, to take any eruergency htensures nece~ si tatecJ~ by 

events requirin.r:; iE;;,ediate actio11 Hi t.h.in the scope of the CrB;aniza tion 1 s 

gfmeral activities. In artie lar :it may take the necessary stepR to 

combat epideiiiics, te ic1 the ort;n~"'lizn tiOcl of relief to a 

country victirr; of a calamity, and underto.Le studies and research the 

~~gency of >ihich has been aravm to its 'attention by any State. In 

i.t be competent to take al_l decisions of a general 
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Such meosu.r~s shall be ac1opted by a Hk:'1jori ty of "'c",;o-thirds <:1f the 

Ecerabers of the :Lxecuti ve Doarcl. If X meniber;:; of the Executive Board 

request the su.mmoni •[;: of o. general conf~'rence, the latter ;:.ho.ll be held 

'Iii thiil a :Jeriod cf 1 weeks 8.nd the execu ticn of the :Board's decisions shall 

be susl)ended until the confere;1ce has emlorsed them, 

7. ':'he ::-:;xect'-tivr::, .t.oarO. shalJ. recorruaen~ to the Gen-:;n·al Conference ("If the 

L1ternc::.tional Health Clrcanizat, on the 1:1dmissi o;1 of nevt 1.embers t~> the 

nr13anization. 

B. Subject to the decisions of the G2.1e:r·nl Co .ference C·f the Inter·-

.. 1atioual Ileal th Crcanization ~ the ~ .. xe8uti ve .uoar0. of the Internatiollal 

health Crganizatiu1 shall ad0pt it<; rmn ruleG of ·-roced.ure. 

elect its ofi i::ers fro;;; amon;:-~s t its member e. 

s. ':'he :Lxecutive :Uoard shnll·r.1eet :i 1 rt:gular ses.:3icn at least tb·ee 

times a yenr, and may ueet l~"l se:: 2.ion if ~onvoked by the Chnirman 

o J hi;; O\,TI ini tintivc or at the request l')f the Der,:bers of t.te Bo~J.rd.. 

At each se.:.c:ion the :.:;;.::ecutive .boarc.. s}?nll desi2_nate t~1e 

the follm<i.:J, session shall be Lel~ 

l,. The 8hairl11:'ll1 shall rese;;t a rep0rt r>l the "':xecutive Loar& 1 s decisions. 

Orcanization 1 s activities, '/his re11or-::; shell be submi tteC. beforeha!.1d to 

the L0ar<l anc1 ap-~ rove C.. by it. 

10 bis. The Executive Board nmy authm:ize certai,. of it::. members and 

official3 0f the Secretariat of the Intc,:nFtt:i.r .. ·al Eeal th Grga:1ization t• 

enter into a wrect contrwt ·,;ith 2tates ,,itll a v:Le' .. to speciali::;ed mission::; 

~+. !::he ~quest of suet Stat~s. 

ll The Jl;xecutiv-e Board shELll htaintai'.l Codtact wi "ch the princiiJal organs 

nf the lni ted i ations Organizati•n; ~ith the specialized acencies 

brou.sht into relation therev:i th; :_;J re;::;arli to all questj '-lns \:i thin its com-

pPt"lnc:e; it may also r::;aLe aJl r.ece2rmry arran,:::ement3 'to con;:mlt the 



re~;resentc..tives of internatio~1al orr;anizatio:::: a~1C:. all other qualified 

persollR. 

J.2, 'I'he merrbers of ti.e }~xecL~tive .~':lard shall exerci;:;e the powers clelegated 

to them by the General CN.fere .. ce as a whole nne_ not as representatives of 

tt.e:ir re3pective Governrne1:ts. 

Secretariat -' ....... " . -- .. 

:L '-"he Secretoriat shflll consist nf a .Jirector-Gener l nnd. such staff a::; 

Tte Director-C...et,ernl shall be res-pcmsible fnr the 

execution of alJ_ the decisic s tal:e·1 oy the Executive :Goard. 

'lt,e nrga;;izatior. of the c~ecretariat shal:_ be d.etenilidec:_ by the :Uirector-

~er,ero.l uith the ::::;xecutivA Loar0 1 s ap~1roval. 

The D:ircctor-C-Bneral shal]_ be l10lici:1ated by the ::1xecuti ve .Coard and 

by tl-:e General Cor,fere:.lCP i nr a :;:•eriod of six years u_<cl.cr such 

ible for re-

'ihe .0irector-Ge .eral shall be tne chief administrative o:fficer 

tLe Organi?.atj c~:. 

'Ihe Director-Grneral, cr 8. ty hi;n, shc:ll attencl af' 

ht to vote, n.ll 

the CC'l.YD1 ttePs cf the and nll cC'nfere~ces 

Ee ::mall 

thP his.hest 

, the stnff shaJ_l be 

•' 
~ [~, :; 

of their duties, 



authority external to the Crganizatlon shall refrain froll: any ar:-cicn 

Each 

i.,enber of the Crganiza b c.a tli1d.ertoJ:es tc rc;:;·;ect the iDterna ticnal cha2·acter 

of the ties o:::· the .:__,ireci:or-G-e~wrr:l an(.'. -'::he staft:, and nc't to 

seek tn influence them ir:: the ill oi their duties, 

othing i-. thi2 l.rticle shall · rcclude the Organi.r:aticn fron 

int:::> special arranreElents vd.thL1 the ·united :··atjcns tio~J for Cf'Jrtrnon 

Re;:::,ional offices mc::.y be ~;;et L'P to .m:Z crm anG. advise the Se;Jrctnriat and 

the :t:x:eC'uti ve "-'oard \l:i th re.c;8Td to local llroblems ii1 certain 

of 'thP. ;rorld. . .Je entrL'ste0. with the s·Jecializecl tasks referred 

to in J,.rticle '!; :parnL_.raph 10 bi s. 

Ench 1\~eml-:>cr State shall s bmi t tn the Cr:::J."-1iza ticn an an.>Jual report, in 

the manner to he deten:cinecl. by the General Conference, on the laws, 

regulatio.r.•s an C.:. stntisties relatin~ t0 its j;,stitt:tious a:Jd acth·i ties in 

the spl·,ere of he~::~.l th ~mo. h::;~ience, n c-:. o:·, the aoti o .. :t take.. upon the 

rec~mrnendatio:,s anC. co;.wentio1s referred to in J,rtjcle IY, r:u~as,raph 4. 

l. 'l'he bud[,et ;:;b.all be a&ninisterec: by the Or3ani:3ation. 

'l'he General Conference shall finally a},J:-rove the budget and determ:i.ne 

the fi:1ancial CCi1tributir.:~· of each of the .,ember States, subject to such 

arra..~ement.s with tl: .. e Uni t~d Nations as may be provide C. in the a,:reement t• 

be enterecL into pL:rsuant to .t,rt.i.cle X of the present ConYention. 



rector-~'e. 

bequest2. 

~ublic s.nd institutions~ ass~ciaticns aid y;ersonse 

X 

United 

-':;io. as :~oor: as y:racticable a3 one of the 

. ~· -

s~nsll he h a,c:reem<:>nt l.'i th the lni teQ 
,_1. i 

a tior: under J.rti.::leE~ anO. 63 of the C~hF...:rter? wh:ich 

.is sl:nll provide for pffective co-

c tLe 

· .. tonomy Yr:i t:1in tt.A fields cf its iK clefinecl i , the ·'resent 

of t}J.e buo,:-et of the by the General 

'I: he 
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z.c •1jyYfientiv~t" th~·. G~nerai Cbnfe~~n~e ruad the competent authorities of 

any other'·special:izcd inter-gove'rnmentai organization or agency whose 

purposes and functions lies within this Organization's competence deem 

it desirable to effec~ a :t;ransfer, of their resources and activities 
' '· 

to the Organization, ·the D:i,.roctor-Genera,l, · subject to the Conference's 

approval, m~'enter into mutually acceptable agreements for ·this 

: ,. • jl• 

purpose. 
f) . 

}. The Organizri~ioh ma;r.. mal~e appr,oprit~.te .arrangements with other 
) 

·- ... ,-;·: - .-;- . . " . "'\ 

inter-governmental· orgai:dza tions for, recip:roe£+1· represen:ta tion at 
' .. , r , -. ---! :, 

mee-tings. .~. 

; ~·, - r. '"): ~ 

4. The' .In t~rnational' tie;l,t51 Organit'~ti~n. may. take all the necessary 
- ' r. : ,. :- •· ,- -~ • :."". - •-. •""\ . . ., 

•S"'tep's to facilitate COl1SUltQtions anQ. e.Q:~I,U"'e G()•Opfl:t'ation with privat.e 
-·-- t . ' ' ' ' ,.,, 

' international organizationfl do~ling with questions within its com- · 
> • •• '. 

petence and may. invi tc them to unQ.ert[,ke specific tasks. Such co-

operation may also include.appropriate participation by represent-
. ··- . ,.. . . 

atives of such organizations on advisory committeeo set up by the 

General Conference. 

ARTICLE XII 

Legal Sta.tus of the O_rs_anization 

The provisions of Articles 104. and 105 of the Charter of the United 

Nations concerning the legal s~atus of that Organization; its 

privileges and immunities 1 shall also apply. to this Organization. 

~TICLB XIII 

J,mend:ne~.!§!. · 

l. Proposals for amendments to th0 present convention shall become 

effective updn reoefving the approval of the General Conference by a 

twoo:-third.S Jl'.l.Q.jority, provided, however, that those amendments which 

involve fund:'l.lnental alterations in the Organization's aims or new 

obligations for the Member States shall require subsequent acceptance 

on the part of two-thirds of the Member States before they come into 

force. The draft texts of proposed amendments shall be corrununicated 

to the Member States by the Director-General at least six months in 



advance of their considorntion by the Genoral Conference. 
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2. The General Conference shall have power to adopt by a two-thirds 

majority rules of procedure for carrying out the provisions of this 

Article. 

ARTICLE XIV 

Interpretation 

l. The English and French texts of the present convention shell be 

::--egarded as equally authoritative. 

:~. Any question or dispute regarding the interpretation of the 

present convention shall be ~efcrrod for determination to the Inter-

national Court of Justice or to 011 D.rbi tral tribunal as the General 

Conference may decide under its rules of procedure. 

J\RTICLE X:V 

~ntry into Force 

l. The present convention shall be submitted to the signatory 

~.taten for ratification anq. the instruments of ratification shall be 

cleposi ted with the French Government. 

2. The present convention shall be deposited in the french Govern-

ment's archives v1ht:>re it shall rC!Ik'l.in open for signature. Signatures 

may be affixed before or after the d13posi t of the instruments of 

r:1 tifica tion. 

), The present convention shall come into force vrhen it has been 

ratified by tvrenty of its signatories. Subsequent ratifications shall 

take effect imme:diately. 

4. The French Government shall notify all l':Iembers of the United 

Nations of the receipt of all instruments of ratification and of tho 

date on which the convention comes into force in accordnnce with the 

preceding paragraph. 

In faith whereof the undersigned, duly authorized for this purpose, 

have signed the present convention in the English and French ln~nguages, 

beth texts being equally authoritative. 

Done at Paris on 1946 in a single copy in French and 

Znglish. Duly certified true copies shall be for>varded by the French 

Government to the GovtJrnments of all the Stotel!! 1'!Icmbers of the United 

lldions. 




