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Note by the Secretary·~peral 
!J . 

In accordance with Article 21 ofi/ t;~e Connntion of 1931 ,, . ' . 

for limiting the Manufacture and regu ~~)~ing the Distribution 
. I . ' 

of Narcotic Drugs, aa amended by the ~r:I!Jtocol of 11 December 

1946, the Secretary-Ge~eral has the bffn~ur to forward to the 

Members of the United N~iona and to ~p~ other parties to the 

ConYention the following law.. c-.unicaH'~~ by the GoYemment o 

France. 



ORDER 1
:1' Saigon, 18 May 
! 

I . ~ 

i :1 ! ,, 
pror~ding 'for the appointment With reference to the Decree of 27 March 1947 

tli~h Coornissioner of hance for Indo-China, 
1he Decree of 27 ~larch 1947 establishing the powers of the High Commissione 

}''ranee for Indo-Otina, 
1he Decree of 16 March 1948 extending the duration of the appointment of the 

Con111issioner of l' ranee for Indo-Uina, · 
1he Decree of 20 October 1911 establishing the financial and a<binistrative or 

ization of Indo-i:llina, 
'ihe Order · (arr-ete) of 5 June 1903, together with the texts amendins it, regar 

procedure in evasion. of indirect taxation in Indo-Otina, 
The Decree of 8 November 1934 .governing entry on premises concerned in the iqik: t · 

traffic in opium in Indo-China, I 
1he Decree of 3 May 1945 on the police powers of ~vemors, I . 
1he Order of 18 October' 1921, confirmed by the Decree of 7 ~~rch 1922, govet:i g 

the sale and use of opium in Indo-China, · 
1he Federal Ordinance of 12 June 1946, and the Order of 26 July 1946 made fo f i s 

application: -

lT IS OIDERED 1liA T: 

Section 1 - With a view to carrying out the .prograrrme of progressive reducti~~ 
the use of prepared opium wtder the system of licences and rationing reconl!lended· bt 
llanfkok Conference, the final date for detoxication in Indo-China shall be fixfd 
31 December 1953. i . 

l'or this purpose the quant1t1es of opiu1n sold Ly the State MollOf'Oly shall be rf' u 
each year by 20 per cent, and i~come nil in 1954. 

'lhe base year for the application of these successive reouctions is 1944. / 
.Section 2 - State ~1onopol y opium ruay be sold only to persons entered in the re@.St 

of opium smokers kept in . the Heceivers' Offices for Customs and Excise (recette~ 
douanes et regies), ' I I 

Opiwn smokers within the jurisdiction of heceivers' Offices for Customs and p· se•l 
where these registers are not yet established III\ISt enter fully ,documented applic ti "'.· .. 1 

for registration. ln doubtful cases a n.edical exau.ination may be ordered by the a · i- :1 
stration. i 

Applications under the precedin~ J.lllragraph must be entered within thirty dr:ys ofi 
the arrival of the issue of the (Jfficial Journal publishing this OrJer at the chie t wnj' 
of tht> province to *hich the heccivt>r' s Office • for Custoots and Excise within the tir s~ 
diction of which the applicant is domiciled is atlrninistratively subordinate. , .i 

Section 3 - An "opiwn card" sha] l be issued to each Of; iUnl sn.oker. 1his caru l ~h uJj 
indicate the monthly quantities which may be issut>d, ir• proportion to the deg~ee o~ 
intoxication of the s.uoker. J :J , 

1he 4uantities allocated shall be auton.atically reduced by 20 per cE'nt eacl• y a~ 
&fter 1 January 1949. J .1 

hegulations for the form of the canl 1111d the distribution of the drug shall l~ 1 d~ 
by the Director of Customs <>n<l Excise. . l 

rhe "opium card" shall serve as a pennit to move quantities of opium acqui~e i~ 
~tate retail establishments and as an authorization to possess a quantity of opi~m no~ , 
-exceeding the a 1 lowance for two months. I , . 

1he "opium card" shall be strictly non-transferable wtd may not be either g~ve o ' 
sold. ! ,, 

Section 4 - "Opium cards" may not he issued to persons under ·21 years of afieL' ·hi~ ; 
shall apply to members of the civil and rr.ili tary services emu to men,bers of their f . . i ieM ; 

res.iuing with them. ' · j ·~i 
Section 5 - 1he detoxic~:ttion oJ European srrokers mus·t be co~leted by 31 l;'qe ·,be 

1949 at the latest, '!hey shall be issueci a 4uartt>rly card entitling them to a Pfog ·es; . 
si vely- reduced ration. · ; j . 

Sectton 6 - When the Administration does not exercise a direct monopoly ot· s 1~/j · 
this privilege may be granted to other &uthorized persons. : , ,ll 

Section 7 - Authorized persons shoJ 1 be arpointeci by countries of the l ·nion / an ii : 
a c0111nittee composed as iollows: · /1 

:!.:4 



The Financial Advis.er ot . his representative 
The Political Adviser or his representative 
The Social Adviser or his representative 
The Director of Customs and Excise or his representative 
A representative of the local goveinment . 
A representative of the Ccmnissioner of the Republic concerned 

· Pre•i'*t 
Member 

" 

An official of the Customs and Excise shall act as secretary to the committee. 
Section 8 - Authorized pe~sons shall manage their retail establishments themselves 

or through a manager approved by the Administration. 
ln. the latter case the manager shall be responsible to the Administration for any 

breach of this Order. 
Section 9 - Authorized persons or their managers may carry"• their trade only in 

the place appointed by the Administration and after obtaining a licence valid for the 
current year, to be issued free by the Administration of Customs and Excise. 

The li~ence must be pr9minently displayed i~ the ret~il establishment, 
Removals of retail' establishments shall ~e subject to the prior authorization of 

the Administration, and opium supplies shallt1 ~ obtained from the ·Receivers' Offices ap­
pointed by it. 

Section 10 - The Administration may require authorized persons or their managers to 
furnish security against · any fines incurred for breach of the penal provi~ions of this 
Order. 

Section 11 - Preps.red opiwn must be sold in the state in which it is issued by the 
Monopoly. The opening of containers and sale in small quantities are prohibited. 

Section 12 - Prepared opium may be sold either directly by Receivers of Customs and 
Excise, or by authorized pe.rsons or their managers, only to persons authorized to smoke 
opium and on presentation of the "opium card" issued by the Administration, 

Receivers of Customs and Excise and authorized persons or their managers may serve 
only persons regularly registered at their establishments and may not issue to a smoker a 
quantity larger than that allocated to him for the monthly period. 

1he conditions of sale and the control of the identity of smokers shall be regulated 
by the Directol" of Customs and Excise. 

Section 13 - Opiu~ dens (fumeries) under any name are prohibited throughout the 
terri tory of lndo-Otina. 

All public or private places where private individuals may obtain opium to be con­
sumed on the premises with the aid of special equipment placed at thei~ disposal by the 
keeper of the premises shall be deemed to be opium dens. 

Adjoining premises where more than. three smokers not regularly daniciled therein 
are assembled, shall likewise be deemed to be opium dens. 

Section 14 - Conditions for the closing of establishments functioning under the 
Federal Ordinance of 12 June 1946 and for the setting up of the retail establishments 
provided for in this Order shall be determined by decision of the Director of Customs and 
Excise. 

Section 15 - The following persons shall be liable to a fine of 1200 francs and 
imprisonment for a term of 15 days: 

(1) persons manufacturing or possessing wrappings or parts of wrappings imitating 
those used by the Excise; 

(2) persons illegally possessing wrappings or parts of wrappings belonging to the 
Excise; 

(3) persons forging "opium cards" or falsifying cards issued by the Excise by sub­
stituting names or photographs or falsely indicating or declaring civil status; 

( 4) persons participating in the making and circulation of forged "opium c.ards"; 
(5) persons procuring or attempting to procure the issue to themselves of an 

"opium card'' in more than one Receiver.' s Office of Customs and Excise; 
(6) persons selling or giving their "opium cards"; 
(7) persons buying or receiving free of charge an "opium card"; 
(8) persons possessing or moving Excise opium without being in possession of "opium 

cards"; 
(9) persons who, being holders of "opium ~ards", possess or movequantities exceed­

ing the allowance for two months. 
In addition, in the cases provided for in paragraphs 5, 6, 7 and 9 of this section 

the "opium card" shall be withdrawn. 
Section 16 - The following persons shali he liable to the penalties laid down in 

section 15: 

6 

Authorized persons or managers selling Excise opium to persons not possessing 
"opiuni cards". 



-------------------------------------·-·-··"1; 

I 

. car-e!' Aall . 
Sec'tion 17 • Aby offence COIIIIIitUtd bJ M iuthc,rized person or by a manager may 

entail the withdrawal of the licedce. 
If the offence haa been. connitted by a manager, he shall be di8111issed from his post. 
Section 18 - The Federal Ordinance of 12 June 1946, the texts amending it, and all 

previous provisions contrary to this Order, are hereby repealed. 
Section 19 - 1he Financ~.al Adviser, the public prosecutor of the Court of Appeal of 

Saigon, head of the judicial services of Indo-Otina, and the Executive Assistant to the 
High Commissioner, are responsible in so far as each is concerned for the execution of 
this Order, which shall be published in the Official Journal of Indo-Olina. 

Done at Saigon, 18 May 1948. 
(signed) OOlLAERT 
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