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Because of the far reaching significance of the Dcminican 

Republic Settlement proj0ct, which grew out of the Oonference of 

\ 
Evian convened in 1938 by the late President Roosevelt, and in 

view of the inquiries that the Dominican Dêlegation has received as 

to the manner in which the refugoe settlement in the Dominican 

Republic came about, the Dominican Delegaticn wishes to bring to 

the attention of :the Fact-Finding Sub-co:mm:t'ttee the terme of the 

agreement which c:teated this settlement. 

This document is perha~s a unique one in modern history. 

Rere we have a Government and a group of citizens engaged 

mutually to foster a huma_Ditarian project for the rehabilitation 
. 

of stateless and homeless refugees. 

It is to the credit of the statesmanship of President Trujillo 

that this agreement was finally conclµded and i ts terms successfully · 

and faithfully complied with. 

The agreement was duly validated and the necessary enabling 

legislation unanimously paosed by the Dominican Congress in special 

sessions on,20 and Jl February 1940. 

In bringing to the attention of tho Fact-Finding Sub-conrrnittee · 

the most sign~ficant ao:pects of this covenant, tho Dominica'n 

Delegation has wished to make a f'urther contribution to the 

deliberations of tho ~r~lcial Commi ttee both in the hope that this 

document may be appraised in tho light of' possible activities of 

/ 
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the future international organization on refugoes, as well as to 

/ ill uotrato the o:pirit of enlightened collaboration of the Dominico.n 

Governmont in the resettlemont of refugees. 
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:Rhtifièd by the Dominico.n Congress in Specio.l Sessions 
at CTIJDAD TRUJILLO, Fobruary ~O and.21, 1940. 

ARTICLE I 

Th~ Republic', in conformity with its Constitution and laws, 

heroby g~arantees to tho settlers and their descendants full 

o:p:portunity to continue their lives o.nd occupo,tions free frcm 

molesto.tion, discrininntion or :persecution, with full freedom of 

religion and. religious ceremonic.ls, wi th eq_unli ty of opportunities 

illld of ci vil, legal and economic rights, as woll as all other 

rights inhererit to humo.n boings. 

AR'rICLE II 

SELECTION.AND AD~HSSICIJ OF S:-2:TTLERS 

· (a) The Republic shall receivo and give ovory :possible opportunity 

and help to the Jewish o.nd non-Jewish settlors in order to leave 

their :preoortt.residencos, to enter ànd·reside in the Dominican 

Republic m1d to make their li velihood, osto.blish their perm&"1ent 

homes and o.cq_uire citizenship in the Dc:minican Republic in 

accordance with its Constitution and laws. Settlements shc.11 

progress gradually in the course of the number of years which may 

be desirabiè or necessnry in order that tho oettlers mny be placed 

in :position to 0stablish themsel ves o.s citizens of the Republic 

and to roimburse the Association for its expenditures on their 

behalf. It·is understooi that the Republic shall not be 

responsible either to the Assooiation or any other institution 

whatsoever for any of the finnncial obligations of the settlers to 

the Ar;Eiocintion- or for paymcmt to the Association of nny disburse-

.ments in which i t rrB.y ir.cur. 
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(b) The Association shall have thB right to select the s~ttlers who 

will be chosen in accordance wi th .. their fi tness: arid technical 
\ 

,__,.-

abil i ty for àgricÙltùre, industry, manufacture and trades. The 

Association will from time to time subrni t to the Republic through 

the Secretary of State for the InteTior and Police the names of 
" .,_., ,..,,,, __ ,_ . .,,.,.. 

settlers thus chosen with statements as to their place of origin, 

aM,lities, ·GXperience and whatever other data may serve for their 

ide:µtification and evaluation of their special qualifications. The 

Asso~iation assumes full responsibili ty for. the correctness of this 

information. The Re:pubÙ'c will wi thin the most reasonably brief 

timo, examine the information thus submittcd and will promptly 

decide on.its admission. As soon as this shall take :place, the 

Department of Foreign Relations of the Dominican Republic shall 

i'nstruct Dominican consular officers to :provide said settlers with 

the proper documentrtion for their _ trip and admission to the 

Republic, including visas and other formalities which may assist 

them to travel from their place of residence to the Dominican 

Republic, and. said consular officers ohall issue th0se documents 

to the settlers free of all cost~, fees, taxos and any other charges. 

All settlers whose admission shall have thus been approved shall be 
. '· .. · ·-

freely admitted into the Dominican Republic upcn. their arrival at 

the Dominicnn port of entry. 

(c) Therè shall be admittea to the Republic as the first contingent 

in crie group or separate groups ap:proximately 500 fru:nilies of Jewish 

or non-Jewish settlcrs. Thero shall addi tionally and gradually 

later be admi~ted up to the number of 100,000 settlors in accordance 

with decioion which in this respect shall be made jointly by the 

Republic and the Association. All settlers admitted to the Republic 

pursùant to this agreement shall hnve all rights granted and 

, guo.ranteed by this agreement. 
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(d) The Associntion may furthornore recornend to the Rcpuolic the ,, -
. : . / 

f'rèe admission in t1J,e r.mnner :pr.Ôvi6~~ly stipulated of all' those who -­

may be suecialized in their professions, trttdé~ or oc_cupation:s, 
' ( 

e:iq,erts, artisans and other persons acceptablo to the Republic. 

ARTICLE-III 

TAXES_ 

It is spècific~lly agreed thnt the Executive Power of the 

Re:public sfüiÜ ini ti_ato a iaw té nodify the Immigration ~nw now in 

force in order to exempt' from c.11 entry taxeo, or_ similar taxes, 

present or future, the_settlors covered by this agreement, who 

' -
sha.11 not be subject to any entry charges ·established by any 

subdivision of the Republic. Likewise, the Executi ve_ Power· shall 

ini tiate a 1aw by -menns of which thère shall not be req_uireà. of 
.,( 

the persona who may come __ as. settlers to Dominican terri tory, the 

deposits naw req_uired of navigation compnnies for the trans­

portation of imm~grants to thE(Dominican Republic, nor any other 

de:posi t of whatevë;, nature, and so that these· settler_s may be 

:permitted to bring with them, upon entering Dominican territoryi 
/ 

f'ree ::,f duty .~nd no't ·for sale but for their own :personal use in 

their agricul tural entèrprises and others incident al thereto, such 
---

furni t ure, personal effects,, toois, eq_uipment, màterials and other 

instruments which they may need ,in 'order to establish themselves 
• • • 1, 

, 

with economic solvency, ,It is understood that the present agreement 

shall bccome effecti vo only aftor the Congress of the Republic · · -

shall have enacted, in accordanco wfth tho Constitution, the laws 
1 

pro:posed in the present agreement_; 'lnd likewise any other laws 

which may be necossD.ry to ,Sive this agreement full- logal force and 

validity. 
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J\RTICLlï; IV 

RIGHTS AND OBLIGl\TIONS. OF THE ASSOCIATION 

(a) It ohtlll be the duty of the .Associàtion. to to.ke càre of and 

-pro:moto tho oèononic lifo of the -ü:-nÙ;rants who enter the terri tory 

. oi" the Repu.bÜc for thèir ontorprioes; 

. (b) Tho Asoociation should mo.intain in the Dominicnn Republic an 

office or offices, ond its ropresentatives, experts, and other 

officinls and employees sho.11 onjoy full rights in Drder to carry 

out their mission within tho terri tory of the Dominican Republic 

in accordance wi t_h this n.gre0ment o.nd the Constitution end n>1tional 

,,laws of the Republic. Officers nnd er.iployees of the AssocJation 

shall recoivo from the Republic suitable documents ennbling them 

freely o,nd offectively to J:lOrform their dutios, including travel 

wi thin, to o.nd frora tho Re:puol.ic, 3ri.d sho.11 onjoy the c,o-o:peration 

of the Hepüblic and .i ts offi_cials in the oxecution .of their .duties; 

(c) Tho Asoociation sho.11 not be cubjoc-c to _the paymont _of any tax. 

on property, C>J'.' other duties or contributions on tho transac,tions or 

any othor acta _incidontal thoreto which refer exclusiveJy to the 

fulfiUment of the eos-ential _ purp_ooe of transporting and establishing 

within the territor;y of the Republic the se_ttlors referrod to in 

this P.greement, qr to the carrying out of :project• of general 

intere• t in the e_stablishmont of said _settlern, provided they. do 

not imply colll]Jeti tion with othor similci.r activitien open to pri vate 

i'.:1itiative; 

( d) The Association shall pay and, suppl y or c:1use to be supplied 

all funds necessary to cover trnnsportation expenses. of settlers, 

thoir di•embarkation and their needs in the RepU,bli.c, until su9h 
'1 ·- , 

time as they mo.y bocoino self-supporting. 

(e) Tho Association_ sho.11 ha7e tho right to bu,y, lease, receive by 

donation, concesoion or e:x:change, aliono.te, and in general to acq_uire, 

possess or. enjoy real or personal proporty, to burden, mortage, lease, 
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soll, sub-lense, or otherwis·e diopose of, and in general to code any 

of these rights to sottlors or groupo of settlors; to loan monies 

to thom, se~l them properties or in any forri deal with the settlers 

o.s the. Association may dEH:!m necessary or cc;mvenient; to mnke 

regulations as to the modo of economic 6.ctivities o.nq conditions of 

granting lç,ans, etc, etc., .to settlers; nnd in general,sho.11 have 
1 • / 

full rights to deal wi th tho settlors o.nd wi th others, as i t may 

see fit, in accordance with Dominican law; 

(f) The Aosociation shall have the right to equiJ:i and maintain or 

otherwiso dispose of places for the roception, training and 

education of the oettlers; to construct for them adequate 

dormitories, school buildings, houses of worship, dwellings, 

BJC:Perimental agricultural fields and in•general supervise and 

promote the physical, social, oconomic and spiritual wellbeing of 

thé sottlers, as well as to organize, fostor and o.ssist purchasing, 

selling, credit, production, and consunption co-operativos and 

other ty-poo of co-operativeo n.:mone: the sottlors; 

(g) ,The PJ::'.e • ident or Vico-President of the Asoocio.tion or their 

designees, when co.rrying out any :projoct of the Aosociation in 

respect of which tho lo.wo of the Rerubllc may reg_uire action or 

intervention by the GoverI1.r.1.ent, sh~ll get in touch previously 

with the departmont or official entrusted with ta.king cognizance 
' \ 

of such case; 

· (h) Nothing said or otipulated in thio contract shall be construed 

as menning that the ohareholders, officers, directors or employees 

of the Association are pr will be subject to o.ny personal or . ; 

individual responoibility by renson of this contract or for the 

acts, deeds or omissions of the Association or of the, settlers; 

(i) It is understood th~t under tho terms o~ this agreement the 

settlers are not to be considered in any way as employees of 

tho Association but mér0ly as boneficiaries of its activities; 
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·· ( j) Tho Associntion ohnll ho.vo the right to tnke such steps nnd to 

·petition tho Exocutivo Power of the Dorlinicru1 Republic as may be 

necessnry i::. the pc:rs:i:1'.J.~. or colloctive interost of the settlers 

until suc:1 tir.~0:, o.s thoy :mny :inve D.CQ~.üred Dor:ünico.n citizenship; 

(k) It in imdo:csto~d thnt the rights which settlors and the 

Aonc)eintion m:1.y ll.CQ.Uirp puroun.nt to this n.eroement m- any actfl 

therounèer shall not bo abrognted by subseQuent legislati7n, as 

· the principlo of non-retron.cti vi -c,;;r ·or kws established by .~ticle h2 

of the Conotitution of thG RGpublic does not permit it; 

(1) Tho Association olmll ho.ve the right to engn.ge in any luwful 

activities which ij::. may deom necessary or convenient to carry out 

thio o.groeni.ent. 

ARTICLE V 

CO-OPERATION OF ·T".ec"E REPUBLIC 

(a) The Re:public sho.11 by c~ll the me ans in i ts power, e.xcept when 

of a monGtary nature, fo.cili fa.te the efforts of the Association for 

the solecti 1)n) construction and lli8.intencmco of adequate living 

quartors a!:.d o'~iè3r buildlrnzo wr.ich 0t1ill so fnr ao feasible 'be built 

with matorfoJ c::cisting within Do:r.linico.n territory, and shall 

co-oporato with the Asoocio.tion insofnr ns foo.oible for the _:propor 

em:pl o;y111cmt of settlers in agri cultural ontsrpri se •, ·construction of 

highways and other similar acti vities. The Republic, likewise, 

shall. t2.ke a:ppropriafo moo.sures through the de:partments of i ts 

administr,ation to heJ.p in the selection of suita'ble lands for 

agriculturo.l purposes and for the acquisition of said lands 'by the 

Association, and oho.11 give its beot assistance to the Asoociation 

for the p11rpose of giving or obta:i.ning desi~~'ble options to the 

Association for 2.gric,J.1 tural lands which r:12.J 'be deemed adequate · 

and nocesso.r;y for future large settlement; 

(b) The :Repu1üic, in order to mako thio agreement offecti ve and to 
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insure t}1e acq_uisi tion by tho Association or sottlors of sui table 

lands, buildings, water richts and_other inheront right~, shall 

authorize and direct its appropriate departments to take such 

official measures as may from time to ti:-10 be necessary or c.dvisn.ble 

in order to obtG.in and grant oound and vnlid ti tles, no well <"?.S 

the right to use said properties and to grant the Associc.tion nnd the 

settlers· ouch rights, titles and benefits; 

( c) 'rho Republic hereby c;uarantees thnt all ri1:shto which may from 

this date be extended 1·\r the Republic to any other association, 

groups or agoncies -engagod in similar acti vi ties, will automatico.lly 

thereupon accrue to and opernte for the benefit of the Associe.tian 

and all sot~lors hereunder. 

ARTICLE VI 

V.ALIDITY AND EXECUTIOU CF 'THIS AGREEMENT 

The :present Agreement sh2ll not bind the contracting parties 

until the following conditions have.been fulfilled: 

' 1. That this Agreement hns boon ratified by ox:proos resolution 

of the ]oard of Directors of thù ùssociation; 

2. _ Tbat the Congress of the Republic, within the free exorcise of 

its constitutional rights, shall have enacted a law whereby persans 

who may corne for the purpooe of establishing thonselves in the 

country under the protection of a colonization agreement are 

exempt from discriminatory tmcation; and likewise n law whereby -

persans who niy come as oettlers to Dominican territory shall not 

be obliged to make the de:posits at :present req_1J_ired of navigation 

companios for the transportation of immigrgnts to the Dominican 

· Republic, nor any other deposit whatsoever, and so that these 
' 1 

settlers may be permitted to bring with 1thom, upon entering Dominican. 

terri tory, free of duty o.nd not for sale t·ut for their' own personti.l 

use in their agricultural entorprisos and others incidental thereto, 
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oùch furni turo, poroono.1 offocts, tools, cqui:pmcnt., ,materials and 

othor instruments which thoy mo,y neGd in o:rdor to, esto.bl::.sh 

thensol vos wi th ec onœli c sol voncy; c.nd fu:rtherncre, o. law whereby 

associations organized for the esto."bliohmont of colonies in the 
\ 

Dominican Republic shall be exempt from t1ixos on :Pro:perty or 

nthor duties or contrïbutions on the trs.n~nctiono or; any other nets 

incidontnl thereto which refor excl uei vely to the fulfillment 6f 

the easentic.1 plJ.1:'pose of snid associations of transporting and 

establishing settlers in tho Repl)èlic; and that said l2.1rn shall 

have been d:UlY promulcated and published; 

3. That the present /\groemont has been approved by the Congress 

of the Dominican Republic. 




