United Nations | . Nations Unies LOTDCN

- N

v

E/REF/FACT-

ECONOMIC © CONSEIL ~ rmmg/a

AND
SOCIAL

11 May 19&6

ECONOMIQUE
COUNCIL  ET, SOCIAL

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

| SPECTAL COMMITTEE CN REFUGEES AND DISPIACED PERSCNS

FACT-FINDING SUB-CCMMITTEE

STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF THE DOMINICAN REPbBLIC

Becauge of the far reaching signifioance of‘the Deminican
Republic Settlement project, which grew out of the Conference of
Evian convened in 1938 by the late President Roogevelt, and iﬁ,
view of the ingulries that the Dominican Délegation has received as
to theimanner in which the refugece gettlement in the Dominican -
Republic came about, the Dominican Delegatign wighes to bring to
the attention of the Fact-Finding Sub—comm%%lee the terms of the
agreement which created this settlement. a

This document is pérhaps a unique one in medern history.

Here we have a Government and a groujé of citizens engaged -
mutually to foster a humanitarian project fér thé rehablilitation

of gtateless and homeléss refugees.

~— ~

It is to the credit of the statesmanship of Presiden% Trujillo
that this agreement was finally concluded and its terms succesgsfully’
and faithfully complied with. | \

The agreement wasg duly validated énd the neceggary enabling
legislation unanimously passed by the Dominican Congress in speciai
gegsiong on 20 and U1 Fobruary 1040,

In bringing Go the attention of the Fact-Finding Sub-committee -
the moat glgnificonl nopoclg of thiag covonant, tho Domini can
Delogation has wighed to make a further contribution to tho
doliberations of the Srocial Conmittec both in the hope that thig

document. may be appraiscd in the light of vogsible activitics of

< ia
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the future international organization on refugees, as well as to

illugtrate the gplrit of enlighteﬁed collaboration of the Deminican

Government In the regetilement of refugees.
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GREEMENT
DATED JANUARY 30, 1940

Ratified -by the Dominican Congregs 1n Special Segelonsg
at CTUDAD TRUJILLO, February 20 and.2l, 1940,

ARTTCIE T
RIGR™™ tF SETTLERS

The Republic, in conformity with ite Constitution and laws,
rheyeby gu@raptées to the geftlers and theif degcendants full
Qpppftunity to continue their lives ané occupdtioné.free from
molestqtién, discriminationlor pérsecution, with full freedom of
religion and‘religious ceremcniala, with equality of opportunities
and of civil, legﬁl and econOQio rights,Aas wvell as all other

rights Inherert to human beings.

ARTICLE II
SELECTION AND ADMISSICH COF SETTLERS -
"(n) The Republic shall receivo.and‘give every posgible opportunity
and “help to. the Jewish and non-Jewlsh settlers in order to leave
‘their pregent. residences, to enter and regido in the Dominican
'
Republic ond to make their livelihood, establisgh thelr permanent
homes and occquire citizenghip in the Deminican Republic in
accordance with 1ts Constitution and laws, Settlements ghall
progreas gradually in the course of the number of years which may
be degirable or necessary in order that the settlers may be4placed
‘In position to csteblish themselves as cltizens of the Republic
and to relmburse the Apgociation for 1ts expenditures on their
behalf, It-is understood that the Republic ghell not be
regponsible either tO‘the'Assooiatioh or any other ingtitution
whatgoever for. any of‘the‘financial obligations>of the pettlers to
the Apeociatlon.or for payment to the Association of eny disburse-

ments in which 1t may incur,
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(b) The Aséociatien shall have the right to select the settlers who
will be chosen in accordance withutheir_fitneésiana techni cal
ability for agriculture, indﬁstry, manufacture and trades. The
Association will from time t©o time submit to the Republic through

‘the Secretary of State for the Interior and Police the names of

‘_--ew«"

- 3
settlers thus chosen with statements as to thelr place of origin,

_abilities,;experlence and whatever>otner data nmay sgerve for thelr
1dent1flcatlon and evaluation of thelr special qualificatlons. The
Agsociation assumes full respon81b111ty for the correctness of this
»information. The‘Republic will within the mogt reasonably brief
ﬁime, examine the information thus submitted and will premptlyf‘
decide .on -its adMission. As eooh.as thig shall take place,ethe o
Department of Foreign Relations of the.Dominican Republic shali
inetruct Dominican consular officers to provide said settlers with
the proper documentetion for their trip and admission to the
Republic, including visas and other formalitles which may aseist
them to travel from.their @lace of regidence to the Domintcan

: Republic. andvsaid congular officers ghall issue thege doceﬁenté

to the settlers free of wll cogty, fees, taxes and any othor charges.
All settlers whose adm1ss1on ghall have thug been approved shall be
freely admitted into the Domlnlcan Republic upcn their arrival at _
the Dominlcan port of entry o
(c) There shall be admitted e‘the Republic ag the first’confineent
in ‘one group or separate groups approximately 500 families of Jewigh
or non-Jewish settlers. There shall additionally and greduélly
later be admitbed up to the mumber of 100,000 pettlers in.aceqrdance
with decigion which in this respoct shall be made jointly by fhe
Republic and the‘Association., All gettlers admitted to the Republlc
pursudnt to this- ag“eempnt shall have all rights granted and -

» guaranteed by thls agreement,
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(d) The Association may furthermore recormend to the Ropublic the
free admission in the manne pféviBusly~stipuIated of 2ll'those Whof -
may be snec1a11zed in thelr profesqlons, trados or occupatlons,

experts, artlsans and other porsons ucceptablc to the Republlc.

ARTTOLE ITI
TaES

It is spééificglly-agfeed fha%,the'Eiécutive Power of thé_’x
Republic ghill iﬁitiato a lav 6 modify the Tnmigration @d& now in
force in ordef £o éxempt'from 21l entry taiés, or sindlér taxgs,
present or fuﬁufe, tha,settleré cévered»byvfhis agreement, who'
shéll npt be suﬁject to any entr& ohargesléséablished by any
subaivision of the Republic. Likewise, tho Executive Pover shall
initiate a law byfﬁeans of ﬁhioh there shall not be required of
the persons who ﬁé&'come:aS«seﬁtlefs to Deminican térritory, fhe
deﬁosits now reqﬁiféd-of navigaﬁion companies fqr the trans-
portation of imm;grahts to‘thQ“Dominican Republié, nor any other
deposit of whatever ﬁature,’and 50 that these'settlers may be
permitted to bring w1th %hem, upon enterlng Dominican ter rltory,
free of duty and not for qale but for their own personal use in
thelir agricultural enterprlses and others 1n01dental thereto, ‘such
furniture, personal effects,vtools, equlpment materials and other
instruments which they mayvngedqin‘order to‘establlsh t?emselves
with economic sgolvency. ,if ig understood that the présentvaéreement'
ghall become effective only after'thé Cﬁhgress of the RepubliC"' .
shall have enacted, in accordanpe;Wi%h thé Constitutibn, the laws
proposed in the pregent agreement;‘and{iike%ise any other laws

which may be necessary to give thig agreement full. legal forée'and

validity.
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ARTICIE IV
RIGHTS AND OBLIGA@IONS'CF THE ASSOCTATION

(éj‘fit ghnll be the auty of the Association to take cave of and
ﬁfdﬂoté thé céonomic 1ife of the irmigrants who enter the territory
‘éf'théfRepﬁbiic for their énterbriséé;

'(55? Tho Agpociation éhbuld:mdihtgih in'thé'Dbminigdn.Républic an
office or offices, and lts representatives, eXpérts, and other
officials and employees shall enjoy full rights in ordef to carry
out their’mission within the territory of the Dominiqan Republio
Hin acqoraance with this agreement aﬁd'the Constitution and national
“lgws of the Republic, foiceré and employees of the Aggoclation \
shall geogivelfpgm the Republicysuitable‘documontg enablinglthem
freely and effeotively 0 pgrform,their dutjés, ;ncluding travel
withih, to and from'the Republic, and shall enjoy the 9950peratioﬂ
of the Republic and its officials in the exscution of their duties;
,gc) uTha}Aésociationthgll not be subject to the payment of any tex,

v

on property, or other dutics or contributions on the transactions or
any chervacts,inoident51 theréto which refer exclusively to the
fulfillment of tﬂe eggential purpose of transporting and,establishing
‘wifhin the territory'qf the Republic the gettlerg referred to in

thig agreement, or to the carrying out of projects of general
intgrest in the egtablighment of sald sgﬁtlers, provided they do

not ;mply,competition with other similar,aptivities open to private
 initiative; | |

(d) The Agdociation ghall pay end. supply or cause to be supplied

all funds nécessary to cover transportation expenses,of.settlers,‘
their d;séﬁbarkation and thelr needg in the Bepublio, until»such'
time ag they mny become self-supporting.

(e) The Asgoclation shall have tho.?ight to buyy iease; receive by
donation, concegsion or exchange, alienate, and in gengralyto acquire,

possess or enjoy real or personal property, to burden, mortage, 1éase,
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sell, sub-leasé, or otherwise d18posé of, and iﬁ general to code any
of thege righté‘to se%tlors’or groups of setflers; to loan monies
to them,isé;l ﬁhem‘propefties or in any form deal with the séttlers
ag the{Associatibn may deem necesgary oerqnvenient; té maké‘
‘regulatipné as to the‘mode of economic activities and conditlons of
gqanting ioans, etc, etc.,Ato.settlers; and in general, ghall hgve
fulllrights to deal with the settlers and with others, ag 1t may
see fit, in accordance with Dominican law;
_(f) The Agsociation shall have the right to equip dnd‘maintain or
‘otherwisé dispoge of places for the'roceptibﬁ, tfaining and
education of the settlers; to oonétruct for them adequate
'danmitorios, gchool buildings, housés of worsghip, dwellings,
ex?erimental agriéultural Tieldg and in general supervise and
prdmote the phyéical,isocial, economic and spirituai wellbeing of
thé gettlers, as well ap to organize, Toster and assist purchasing,
gelling, cfedit, production, and consurmption co-bperatives‘and
other tyfos of" co-operatives aﬁong thestttlers;

(g) -The. Pregident or Vice~Progident of the Association or their
deéigneeé, when carrying out any project of the Association in
regpect of which tﬁo lavs of the Republic may require action or
intervéntion by the Governmeﬁt, shalllgét In touch previougly

Vith th?‘departmont or official entrugted with taking cognizance
rof guch cage; -

- (h) Notﬁing sald or‘atipﬁlatedvin thi contract shall be construed
ag meﬁning that the shafeholders,Jofficers; directors or employees
of the Association a:e’pf Will'bé subject to any persona% or
individual responglbility by feason of this contract or for the
acts, deeds or'omiséipﬁs of the‘Asséciation or of the gettlers;
(1) Tt is vnderotood that under tho terms of this agreement the
settlefé are not to be oonsidered'ih ény way ag employoees of

the Associaﬁibn,but_mérely ag beneficlaries of itg actlvities;
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T(j) VTho Assoclatlon shall have the right to take quch steps and to
'petltlon fhe Executive Power. of the Domlnlcan R0public as may be
neceggary in the_ yelhal s:nal__or collectlve intercagt of théHsettlers
‘until suoh tire og tney may have. acgulred Dominican 01 irensghip;
(k) It'is undorstopd that the‘rights‘which‘settlers~§nd the
Aspociation may &cqﬁirp purguant to this agreement ar any acts
theveunder shall ﬁot be abrogated By subsequent 1egisla£ipn, an
"“the prln W‘ of non«retroactiv1zy of laws estublished by %rticle Lp
of the Congtitution of the Republic doeg not permit iﬁ;
(1) The Association thlllhave the right to engage ig,any 1gwful
activitieé wihich 1t may decm necessary or cbﬁvenient to carry out

thig agreement.

ARTICLE V | _

CO-OPERATICN OF -THE REPUBLIC
(a) The Rebubllc shall by =11 the means in 1ts power, except when
of a monotary nature, facllitate the efforts of the Association for
the gelection, constructioﬁ'and meintenance of adeguate living
Qu rters and otner bulldings which will go far ag feasible’be bui1t
with material existing within Dominicen territory, and shall
co-operate Wluh th Asgociation insofor as foagible for the_proper

,

employment of settlers in agricultural Qnterprises,-construction of
highways and. other similar ncbivities. The Republic, likewise,
shall teke appropriste moasures thrbugh the departments of tty
administration to help in the gelecvion of suitable lands faf
agricultural purpogses and for the acqulsition of gald lands by ‘the
Agsociation, and shall glve its begt apglgtance to the Assoolatlon
for the parpose of giving or dbtaining desi?dble options to the
Agsociation for egricultural lands which mﬁy:be deemed adequate’
and necesgsary for future 1&rge'séttlement;

(b) The Republic, in order to make this agreement offective and to
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insurp the acquisition by the Assoclation or gettlers of sultable
lands, buildings, water rights snd other inherent righﬁs, ghall
-éuthorize and direct its appropriate depafﬁments to toke such
official measures as may from time to time be necessary or advisable
in order to obtain 5nd grant gound and yaiid titles, as well as
the right to use said properties and to grant the Associction and the
gettlers guch rights, titles and benefits; ’ |
(c)l The Republic hereby guarantecs that all rights which may from
thls date be extéhded by the Republic to aﬁy other aséooiaticn;
groups or agenoieg'enggged in gimilar aotivities,lwill avtomatically

thereupon accruc to and operate for the benefit of the Association

and all sctblers hereunder.

ARTICLE Vi
VALIDITY AND EXECUTION CF THIS AGREEMENT
The pregent Agreement shnll not bind the contracting parties
until the following conditions have.been fulfilled:
1. That this Agreement has been ratified by OXpréss regolution
of the Board of Directors of the Association;
2. That the Céngress of the Republic, within the free exercige of
its constitutional rights, shall have enacted a law whereby persons
who may come Tor the purpose of éstablishing themgelves in the
country under the protection of a colonization agreemeht are
exempt from discriminatory toxation; and likewise a law whereby -
persgons who ray come as gettlers to Dominican territory shall not
be obliged to make the deposits at pregent required of navigation
companies for the transportation of lmmigrents to the Dominican
~ Republic, nor any other deposiérwhatsoeger, and so fhat these
settlers may be permitted to bring with,thom, upon entering Dominiéag.
territory, free of duty and not for sale but for their own personel

uge in their agricultural enterprises and otherg incidental thereto,
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slich furnlture, pergonal cffecta, tools, equlpment materials and
otker 1nstrur ntg which they may need in order to egtablish’
uhemselvos Nlth econcmic golvency; Prd furthermove a law whérebf
assoolgtions organlzea for the establiahment of colonies in the':.
Dominican Republlc shall be exempt froﬁ taﬁos on property or

other duties or contributions on the tranvqctlonn or any other aotsb
Incidental thereto which refer exclusively to the fulfillment of
the essentiallpurpose of said assocﬁaﬁioms of transporting and
establishiﬂg sottlers in tho Reputlic; and that said lews shall
havé:béén duly promulgated and published;

3. Thétlthe~present hgroement hag been appfoved by the Congress

of the Dominican Republic,

- -





