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:ilJKT,\TED l?F.OVISIOHAL AGElU:.ti. FOR THE 

FIFTEEViTH REGUloR 3E33I011 OF THE GElJERAL ,t\CSEMBLY 

The Fifteenth RegultJr Sesslon of the Senerul rlssembly will OJ;en or .. Tuesday, 

20 September 1960, at United nations Headquarters, Uew York. 

The General ;~sGembly t s rules of procedure stipulate that the provio:tonal 

agenda for a reeular session sha..i.l be dr:Jwn up by the Secretary-General and 

eorr.municated to the n:embero uf the United Hatlono a.t least Co days i:cfore the 

ofenin~ of the session. 

For tlle cominu; sesoion, a proviolonal al~enda of 73 ltems was issued on 

22 July 19(.0 (Dof' •• t/4420). 

The rulee of pro~edure also provide th~t ~ny n:ember or princi~al orcan of 

the United Hatlons, or the 3e\.!retary-General} n.!.iy, ut least 30 days before the 

O];eninLl date of :1 1•ebular session, request the inel11sicn of supplen:entary items 

on the agenda. The list of supplementary iterr.t::i h:.;;s to t:e l:omr.unicated to 1r.embers 

at least ~a days before the openintJ of a regular seusion • 

. A :n:.p,::'lficntu:ry ll~t of 12 .:ton:s for the fortllct"'lminc; G\'laslC'n wufl it-isued on 

24 Au0ut;t (Del~ • .1\/4li50). Uott=i:: en tht..l~c iten:s api,,1.:ar ut the end of thls release • 

. Another rule vf procedure allc..ws the lnclusion o.f uddlticn:il lterus "of an 

important and urgent cha:r:.u:ter, n proposed less than 30 days before the openinu 

of' o. recul:J.11 sesslo11, or duri11u the session, provided th!lt the ,Assembly so deeides 

by u m1jority of the members present and voting. .my r:mch ~dditioncl item 11.ay 

not oe considered by the .d.ssembl;i until a Corr:mi ttee has reported u_pon the question 

concerned and until u period of seven days has elapsed :i:f'ter inclusion of the 

item, unless the Assembly decides othe:rwise by a twa-thi1•ds n:nJority vote. 

Itemo fo1• the .. lssembly t s Fifteenth Rec;ulur Sesslon ure listed belcw in the 

order in which they appear on the provisional U(jendu. This is not necessarily 

the order in which they will appear on the aaenda as adopted by the Genero.l 

Assembly. 

The notes on each item are given as back~i·ound inforrr.ation. 

(more) 
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ITEMO ON THE PROVISIOHAL i\GENDit (I:O:!. 11./4420) 

l. Gpenin1-: of the session oy the Chairrcan of the deleo~tion of Peru 

The Chalrrr.an of the delegation from which the President of the previous 

session was elected presides until the Assembly elects u President for the new 

session. Dr. Vl..:tor Andres Belaunde of Peru was President of the Fourteenth 

Regular 3esslon. 

2. Minute of silent pro.yer or rr.editatlon 

Rule 64 of the ,':i.ssembly t s rules of procedure provld.eo that, 11 lrrutediately 

after the 011enin0 of the f lrc;t plenary meetinc; and Irr.mediately :precedinti the 

closinc of the fin~l plenary rr.eeting of each session of the General Assembly, the 

President shall invite the representatives to observe one minute of silence 

dedil'1J.ted to prayer or meditation. 11 

3. 8redenti3ls oi' representatives to the Fifteenth Session of the General i\ssembly 

(u) 11.ppointn:ent of the _;redentials Corunittee 

(b) He:port of the Credentials Committee 

,\t the beLlinning of' each session, the ;\ssembly appointti, on the proposal 

of the President, a committee of nine members to examine the credentials of 

representatives and to report to the ,lssembly. 

4 • Elee tlon oi' the President 

The Preoident is elected by secret ballot and by a simple rr.ajority. There 

are no nominations. 

The follcwing is u list of ~ust Assembly Presidents: Paul-Henri S:po.ak of 

Belgium (First Reculo.r Hession); Oswaldo Aranba of Brazil (First Special Session 

and Second Regular Llession); Jose Arce of llrgentina (Second S:pet•lal Session); 

Herbert V. Evatt of Australia (Third Regular Session); Carlos P. Romulo of the 

Philippines (Fourth Regular SP.ssion); Nasrollah Entezam of Iran (Fifth Reuular 

Session); Luis Padilla Nervo of Mexico (Sixth Regular Session); Lester B, Pearson 

of Canada (Deventh Regular Session); ¥ute. Vijaya lakshmi Pandit of India (Eighth 

Regular Session); Eelco N. van Kleffens of the Netherlands (Ninth Regular Session); 

Jose Muzu of Chile (Tenth Regular Session); Prince Wan Waithe.yak.on of Thailand 

(Eleventh Reuulor Session and First and Second Emergency Special Sessions); Sir 

Leslie Munro of Wew Zealand (Twelfth Regular Session and Third Emergency S:Pecial 

(more) 
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Session); Charles Malik of Lebanon (Thirteenth Reuular Session); Victor J~ndres 

Belaunde of Peru (Fourteenth Ret?:ular Session). 

5, Constitution of the Main Con:mitteeo and ele\.!tlon of officers 

The "lssembly has seven l~ain Corr.mi ttees, as follows: ~he First (Political and 

Security); the Special Political CoILm:i. ttee; the Gecond (Euonomic tmd Fir.uncial); 

the Third (Gocial, Hun:anitarian and Cultural); the Fourth (Trusteeship and 

Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories); the Flfth (Administrative and 

Budgetary); and the Sixth (Legal). All 82 member nations are represented on each 

of the Main Con:mittees, to which are referred items fallinG within their fields 

of competence. 

The Assembly, acting directly in plenary meetings, deals with ltems which, 

f'or any reason, are not referred to a committee. The !11ain ColTJ.lli ttees discuss 

proposals in detail and report recon:mendations to the Assembly where final action 

is taken. A two-thirds majority vote of those present and voting is required in 

plenary tteetings for resolutions on important questions, but voting in the committees 

is by simple ttajority, except to reopen discussion on a question, for which a 

two-thirds rr.ajority is needed. 

Each Main Corr.mittee elects a chairman, a vice-chairn:an and u rnp~orteur on 

the basis of equitable geographical distril.Jution, expe1•ience, and :personal compe­

tence. The chairmen are elected at the first rr.eetincsof the Main Committees which 

are convened in quick succession for the purpose in the plenary Assembly hall 

without the Assembly delegates leaving their seats. Election of the vice-chairmen 

and rapporteurs takes place at subsequent meetlngs of the committees, usually the 

second meeting. Election of Committee officers is by secret ballot. 

6. Election of Vice-Presidents 

The forthcoming Assembly will elect 13 Vice-Presidents. Originally the rules 

of :procedure :provided for seven Vice-Presidents. In 1956 tlF' number was increased 

to eight. In 1957 the Assembly decided to amend its rules of procedure to provide 

for an increase to 13 Vice-Presidents. In reaking this decision the Assembly took 

into account the considerable increase in the membership of the United Nations 

and expressed the belief that the General Committee -- which is composed of the 

President, the Vice-Presidents and the Chairmen of the Main Committees -- should 

be enlarged, In an annex to the resolution, the Assembly s:pecified that the 13 
Vice-Pre3idents shall be elected according to the following ~attern: 

(more) 
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l, ( a) Four repreoentati vee f .rc1:1 Asian and .• fr lean ;Jtates; 

('b) One reprcsentatl va f ri:.,=;1 an Eastern Eurcjrean Jtate; 

( u) 'I·wv rc,1;:i:1::eci:mtutl veo fri:...m Latin . .;:~er:lcon :tutes; 

( li) I'.TD rc:.f,!'B3E:ntu:tl VE:C frn!l :Te:Jtern ii.urcpEr~un :Jr .Jther• :Jtut~:.:: ~ 

( e) Fi v1.: r~rJ:ttrH::ntuti Vi;::G fl"f!;J. tl:.t:: ~ar:;1~ner1t. r.~e?T.lJer::: .Jf th-:: 

2. The re3i(·n frcm 11hlch the Frez:Ulent i~ ele..!ted -;Till, hcirever, 

reduee: by :m13 the nrnnl,er (;f Vlce-Preoitl1::mt5 ~llccute:1 to thti.t recion. 

3. ..t leust tne 0f the Vlcie-rrt:z:ldents in catecc)rleo (a) or (d)., 01· 

thE: l'resiflent , ,r unE' '~1i' the Chul rr:~en vf tl::i.e l,1uin Cc..n.mi tte::eo, shall be frcm l.'\. 

Corr.:me,nueulth t~c/untry, wlth•.,ut ulterln:: tllo 1:eq~ra.phical d:lstriln1tl0n Gf seats .in 

che General r.cmml ttee, a~ de:f'in(")u in ( l) ~md ( 2) abcve :md 1 n par:J~:ruph l -.,f the 

Parae;rur,11 1 (;,f the rF:St"l"J.tlcn ct;nfir!:1a the vra.c-cice estubliched ,1lth re::;:ard 

to the d.istrlhutlrn of thl:3 ch(tirmr.mohlpo cf the Main C~·tr.mittees, namely, fa·m :f'rc:.1 

La.tin !imericnn :Jtutec, tw..::, f r,;;.;;1 .Asiim z.md J1fricon ~}tateo. far ... frnn :1ester11 EurvH:·~n 
~ . 

and z.,•ther 3to.tec, und one f .:.\~U u.n Eastern Euror,'=an Gto.te. 

The Vlce--Presidento are E::lected by aimple r.iajority ancl oecret ballot. 1,!en:bt:r 

countries &re elected, nvt, int1i vidualo. The l:ends c,f the del<:c;a.tic,ns of the 

cc,untries ~l~uted serve t,.S Vi..:e-F1•eside11to. 

[J.he. FrE::sident, the 1.:i Vit..:e .. Preoidentc and the ::;~ven Chairmen of the 

i-la.ln Ct1rJni ttees conotl tui..f'.! the General Ccir.r.ii ttf"e. Ari~un;.:; its functiono 

aro tu cunsid'::r th1:: r,1\JViclonal :.1t.:;enda, tcGether with the supplen:.onto.ry 

liot, an,1 r:iake reccmmenda.tions to the General Aosembly with reco.rd to 

ea.cl i item prorosed, concernlnt;: i ta incluoion in the ut}'.enda, the rej ectlon 

of the 1·ec,p1est for incluolcn, or the lncluslon of the item in the pro­

vi~i onal 3cencla of a future session. In the om:ie mo.nner, it examines 

reque:.::to f:,r the inclucion of additional items in the agenda. In con­

siderine: matters rela.tin.::; to the a13endo., the General Ccmmi ttee may not 

discuss the substance of uny item, except in so far o.s this bears upon 

the queotion cxf' its lnelusion in the agenda. and what priority should be 

accorded to an ltem which is recommended for incluoion. It also makes 

recorranendo.t'ir.mo to the General Asstmbly on the closing date of the 

session; ussisto the President and the General Assembly in dro.wine up 

the a0endu for .;ach plenary 1r.eeti1113, and in the coordination of the 

proceedin~s of all ccrnmittees of the General Assembly .. It .A.nes not, 

however, decide any political question.J 

(more) 
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7. Hotification by the 3ecretar:1-Generul under Hrticle 12, i:,ara 1:ruph 2, 
oi' the Charter 

This article of the Charter stipulates that, 11,1blle the 3ef!url ty :o~mdl ic 

exorc.isini,; in respect of any dispute or situation the functions ~E.:sic:11ed to it 

in tbe present :barter, the General Assembly ahall not n:alte ~ny rc1Jvrr.n:.end!.ltlon 

with regard to that dispute or situation unless the ~,,ec:urity Council so requests." 

:Che article's second :paragraph requires the ;".;ecretary-General, witil the consent 

of the Security 2ouncil, to notify the d.ssembly at ea.eh sesslon of uny rr.a.tters 

1·el3tive to the n:alnteno.nce of internatlonal i;euee and security whlch are IJein,J 

dealt with by the Gecurity roun~ll. 

t:. Adoption of the agenda 

All the items submitted for inclusion in the agenda are considered by the 

General Con:mlttee (see above) which reports to the ,1ssembly wlth lts recomrr.endations. 

The Assembly f.ldopts the uuenda by a :n:ajority of members present and votinJ. 

:). Cpeninr,; of the :~enerul debate 

At the be,.;lnninu of each session of' the iissembly, there is a general debate 

in which 'the heads of delegations usually express the views of their countries on 

problems of comrr.on concern to the membership of the United Nations. 

10. Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization 

The Charter requires the Secretary-General to report annually to the Assembly 

on the work of the Ort!unizatlon as a whole. The re:r;io:t for the 1;eriod from 

16 June 1959 to 15 June 19Co (Doc. ,\/4;90) deals with all aspects of United Nations 

activity under five broad headings: ~olltieal and security queotions, economic and 

soei~l developffients, questions concerninG trusteeship und non-self-boverning 

territories, legal questions, and administrative ond budLletary questions. 

The introduction to the Secretary-Genero.1 1s report is usually issued later. 

11. Report of the Security Council 

The report, not yet issued, will cover the period from 16 July 1959 to 15 July 

1960. The Charter requires the Council to submit such annual reports and, as in 

other years, the report will sulT:ltarize the resolutions appr~ved or rejected and 

the Council's discussions. The practice so for is for the Assembly simply to 

utake noteu of the Council's report. 

(more) 
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The rer;,crt (Doe. r ... /441:,J i.•overa the :r;erlcd from l ,rnt;ust 1959 to 5 i,w.5us1; l)(O. 

This in·~lud~c tile (~oumdl'::i work ut lto re:;;un:ed 2bth session, the 2yth sessir ... :.t, ~lfi 

the flrst i:art of the 30th seocicn, with vl'lrlous r~-::orr.mendutions ot.bmittei to the 

Genereil ii.s::rnmcly. lhe report will be .i.Gsued late1~. Ito nine chapters deal with 

the follc..wint::; sub.je".:ts: ,:orn:;tltutionc.l !lnd or~!lnizational questions; world eccmc..r:;fo 

sl tuation aud ec:cmomle develvpr.:ent of undert'!.evaloped countries; rer;iona.l economl1• 

activities; other (h.H:inc.,mi,.,: f.lnd related questlons; social questions; hun:an riehts; 

questlons of ccordinatlon and relations with spe~ialized atZenl!ies; nongovernn:ental 

organizations; :.ind flnamdul imI,licutions of actions taken by the Council. 

13. Report of the !ruoteeship ~cuncil 

The Coum!iJ. 's a.nm.::al re3;crt (Dou. .:1./4404), not yet issued, covers the work t:f 

its tenth spei;:ial session (2 and 14 December 1~59), 25th reGulo.r session (25 Jam,,:1r:; 

to b February l9CO) and 2Gth re;.:;ular seosior.. (lli .::1:p11il to 30 June 19GO). The reFort 

includes an act•cunt of the l"ouncil I s unn~al review of condi tlons ln seven of eight 

trust territories: Tant:anyika and Ca1te11cons under United Kinudom administration; 

Ruanda-Urundl under B<::liJan adminiotl·".lti(,n; Hew Guinea and I~a.uru uuder .Australian 

administration; Wester11 Sun:c~ under Uew Zealcind administration; and iorr.aliland 

under Italit1n administration. 

Sorr.alia be~a1r.e independent on l July, after the Council I s 26th session, and 

durintJ the session the Councll al:. o noted tl1e announcen:ent of the independenl.!e of 

Toaolund, formerly 3druinistered by Frun:1e. 

In the case of the eiuhth truot territory considered at the 26th session, the 

Pacific Islands under United Jtates administration, the Counail reports to the 

Security Council, ~s this is 3 strategic trust territory. 

uther chupters of the eouncilts re~ort deal with such questions as the 

examination of petitions; the organization of visiting missions to East Africa and 

the Pacific Islands; attainment of the objective of self-govern~ent or independence; 

o.dministro.tive unions; offers of scholarships for the educational advancen::.ent of 

peoples in trust territories; and the dissemination in the territories of inforttation 

on the United Nations and the trusteeshlp system. 

In the case of two of the trust territories, Rue1nda-Urundi and Western Samoa, 

the Council recommended that consideration of their future be inscribed as separate 

items on the Assembly's agend:1 (see notes in this release under items 44 and 45) • 
(more) 
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14. Report of' the !ntern~tior.al i1.tcir.ic Enerr".Y .ri,~ency 

Pr<lss Rele:.1ze 01/1990 
l :,;eptember 19!0 

Cn 14 Ifovember 1957, the Jenerul ,::.ssen.bly opprovecl the ai'~reerr.ent r;overning 

tbe rel~tionshir, between the Unlted nations and the Interr;uticr.al dtC;ndc Energy 

1,.f:ency, which carr.e into be:l.nc on 29 July 1'.1~7. By rlrtlcle ! of' tbe ai3reerr.ent, 

the United IJatlons re.,•ocnlzes the LU£ .. 1 a1;J the !lf.!ency 11:resi;;c,ns:lble 1'01• lnternutlonal 

aG:tivlties concerned with the r,eaceful uses of atcm:lc enertJ;y ••• w:tthout. I,rejudlce 

tc tbe rights and responsiuilities of the United Nations ln thiE fleld under the 

2h:irter of the United Hat ions. 11 Unde1· i,rticle III, the L\.E.it is enjoined to keep 

the United Nations infor~ed of its activities and to submit reports ~overing its 

activities to the General i~sseIIibly at each :regular session. 

The report of the Agency to the comin~ General ~tssembly has not yet been 

issued. 

15. Election of three nonpernanent rr.embero of the Security Councll 

The Cecurity Council consist& of five perrr.unent members (China, France, the 

l1SJR, the United ICinr~dom o.nd the United ~tates) t.nd six neinperrr.anent n:en:oers ele;·ted 

by the ;issembly for two-yeur terrr 1 •• 

The terms of i-lrgentintl, Ita} y or.d Tunisia expire at the end of 19€0. The 

three other nonperrr.o.nent rr.embers of the Council ure Ceylon, Ecuudoi" :Jnd Poland. 

LH.cwever, before Poland's election to the Council in 1959 (on the 52nd tallot;, 

the President of the Assembly, r:r .. Eelaunde of Peru, stated that consultations 

an:ong delegations had led to an understanding that Pola11d would be the only candidate 

ot that tiree. If elected, Poland would resign at the end of 19C:o, and Turkey would 

be the sole candidate for the rerrainin5 year of the term~/ 

Election is by two-thirds n.uJority on a secret ballot. The Charter calls for 

attention to be ~aid to 11 the contribution of reembers of the United Nations to the 

n:o.intenance of international :peace and security and to the other pur~o.es of the 

Or,.;anization, and also to equitubJ.e aeoe;raphicul distribution .. 11 Retiring ttembers 

are not eligible for ilLlr.ediate re-election. 

So far, the f'ollowini; nonper1tanent 1tembers have served on the Coun(!il: 

(more) 



Argentina (1948-49, 1959-60) 
Australia (1~46-47, 1956-57) 
B'3lgium (19!i7-48, 1955-56) 
Brazil (1946-47, 1951-52, 1~54-55) 
~;anada. ( 1948-49, 1958-59) 

Ceylon (19Co-61) 
Chile (1~52-53) 

- 8 -

Colombia (1947-48, 1953-54, 1957-5e) 
Cuba (1949-50, 1956-57) 
Denrr.ark (1953-,4) 
Ecuador (1J5fJ-51, 1960-61) 
Ee;ypt (194G, 1J4S,-:;O) 
Greece (ly)2-53) 
India (1950-51) 
Iran (1955-56) 
Iraq (195?-58) 
Ital!r ( 1959-60) 
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Japan (1958-59) 
Lebanon (1953-54) 
Mexico (1946) 
Netherlands (1946, 1951-52) 
New Zealand (1954-55) 
Norway (1949-50) 
Pakistan (1952-53) 
Panarr.a (1958-59) 
Peru (1955-56) 
Philippines (1957) 
Poland (1946-47, 1960-61) 
Sweden (1957-58) 
Syria (1947-48) 
Tunisia (1959-60) 
Turkey (1951-52, 1954-55) 
Ukrainian SSR (1948-49) 
Yugoslavia (1950-51, 1956) 

16. Elei...:tion uf' six members of the Economic and Social Council 

Six of the 1.3 members of the Economic and Social Council retire each year 

after completinL three-year terms of office. Election is by two-thirds n:ajority 

on a seeret ballot. Retirint3 members are eligible for i:rr.mediate re-election. 

The present n:embers of the Council are Afghanistan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, 

China, Costa Rica, Denn:ark, France, Japan, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, 

Gpain, the Sudan, the US3R, the United Kingdom, the United States and Venezuela. 

The six members whose te1 w.3 of office expire at the end of this year are 

Chile, China, Costa Rica, France, the Netherlands and the Sudan. 

17. Election of members of the International Court of Justice: 

(a) Election of five members of the Court; 

(b) Election of n member of the Court to fill the vacancy caused 
by the death of Sir Hersch Lauterpacht 

Elections to the International Court of Justice take place simultaneously in 

the Security Council and the General Assembly. Election, held by secret ballot, 

requires an absolute n:ajority of votes in both oreans. In the General Assembly, 

an absolute n:ajority consists of more than half of the total number of possible 

(more) 
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electors, whether or not they are actually present and voting. (Liechtenstein, 

San Marino and Si::i t .:.er land, which are parties to the Statute of the Court but not 

rr.embers of the United Nations, can participate in the General Assembly election in 

the sarr.e manner as members of the United Nations.) In the Security Council, six 

votes constitute an absolute majority, and no distinction is made between permanent 

and nonpermanent rr.embers. 

The Court consists of 15 rr.embers, no two of whcm may be nationals of the sarr.e 

state. Elections proceed on the basis of nominations made by national groups. The 

Statute of the Court reguires electors to bear in mind "not only that the persons 

to be elected should individually possess the qualifications required, but also 

that in the bcdy as a whole, the representation of the main forms of civilization 

and of the principal legal systems of the world should be assured. 11 

The rr.ernbers of the Court are elected for nine years and may be re-elected. 

The terms of the following judges will expire on 5 February 1961 and elections 

will be held for these seats: 

Helge K1 sestad, President of the Court (Norway) 

Sir Muhan:mad Zafrulla Khan, Vice-President of the Court (Pakistan) 

Green H. Hackworth (United States) 

Enrigue C. Armand-Ugon (Uruguay) 

Feodor Ivanovich Kojevnikov (USSR) 

In adattion, an election will be held to fill the vacancy on the Court caused 

by the det of another judge, Sir Hersch Lauterpacht (United Kingdom), on 8 May 

lSf•"'. His term of office ran until 5 February 1964. 

The Security Council, at a rr.eeting on 31 May, adopted a resolution which noted 

,dth regret the death of Judge Lauterpacht and decided that the election to fill 

the vacancy should take place during the Fi~teenth Session of the General Assembly 

(Doc .A/4373). 
Other judges of the Court are: Lucio M. Mureno ~~uintana (Argentina), Sir 

Percy Spender (Australia), V. K. Wellington Koo (China), Jules Basdevant (France), 

Jean Spiropoulos (Greece), Roberto Cordova (Mexico), Ricardo J. Alfar1..1 (Panama), 

Bohdan Winiarski (Poland) and Abdel Hamid Badawi (United Arab Republic) .. 

A memorandum by the Secretary-General, explaining the present situation and 

the prccedure for election of members of the Court has been issued as Document 

A/4449-8/4457. A list of candidates nominated by national groups for the elections 

was issued on 29 August (Doc .A/4465-8/4474). 

(more) 
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16. Appointment of the members of the Peace Observation Commission 

In 1950., under the "Uniting for Peace" resolution, the Assembly established 

a Peace Observation Commission "which could observe and report on the situation in 

any area where there exists international tension the continua.nee of which is 

likely to endani..;er the rr.aintenance of international peace and security." 

The terrr;e of' the 14 n.:embers of the Commission -- China, Czechoslovakia, 

France., Honduras, India, Iraq, Israel, New Zealand, Pakistan, Sweden, the USSR, 

the United KinGdom, the United States and Uru~uay -- expire at the end of 1960. 

19. Election of the United .Nations High Commissioner for Refugees /decision of 

the General Assembly of 14 November 1958/ 

On 14 Hovernber 1958, the General Assembly elected TI:r. Aucuste R. :S::.ndt, of 

Switzerland, ns United Hations High Con:.missioner for Refugees. Dr. Lindt bad held 

the office sin(!e 10 December 1956, when he was elected by the Assembly to fill the 

unexpired term of the late Dr. G.J. van Heuven Goedhart, of the Netherlands, who 

was the first United .r:ations High Commissioner for Refugees. 

Although the resolution provided that the election should be for a period of 

five years, the ~;ecreta.ry-General informed the Assembly at the time that, for 

compellinc personal reasons, Dr. Lindt could accept the post only for a period of 

two years .. 

The Hidh :!air.missioner is elected in plenary meeting of the General Assembly 

on the nomination of the United Ha.tions Secretary-General. 

The Office of the High Commissioner begaa functioning on l January 1951. 
Originally it was established for three years, but the n:andate was extended until 

the end cf 195e, and then for five years more. 

20. AdILi:.1:.:.'lic11 of new Members to the United Nations 

So far this year, tbe Gecurity Council has recommended to the General 

Assembly the follcwing new states for n:embership in the United Nations: 

1) The State of Cameroun, on 26 January (Docs. A/4357 and 4358). 
2) The Republic of Togo, on 31 May (Docs. A/4372 and 4377). 
3) The Federation of Mali, on 28 June (Docs. A/4384 and 4387). 

4) The Malagasy Republic (formerly Madagascar), on 29 June (Docs. A/4386 

and 4:;88). 

5) The Republic of Gorr.alia, on 5 July (Docs. A/4392 and 4393). 
6) The Republic of the Congo (formerly Belgian Congo), on 7 July (Docs. 

A/4394 and 4398) • (more) 
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7) The Republic of :Cahomey, on 23 August (Docs. A/4430 and 4453). 

8) The Republic of the Iliger, on 23 iiugust (Docs. ,~/4431 and 4454). 

9) The Republic of the Upper Volta, on 23 August (Docs. A/4452 and 4455). 

10) The Republic of the Ivory Coast, on 23 August (Doc.:s. A/4433 and 4456). 

11) The Republic of the Congo (forffierly French Conso), on 23 ~ugust (Docs. 

A/4435 and 4458). 
12) The Republic of Chad, on 23 August (Docs. A/4436 and 4457) c 

13) The Gabon Republic, on 23 August (Docs. A/4441 and 4459). 

14) The Central African Republic, on 23 Au~ust (Doco. A/4451 and 4460). 

15) The Republic of Cyprus, on 24 August (Docs. li/443d and 4462). 

Under Article 4 of the Charter, admission of a state to n:.embershlp in the 

!Jnited Nations is effected 11 by a decision of the General Assembly UJ.)On the recom­

mendation of the Security Ccuncil." The Council I s recorr.mendation requires un 

affir~ative vote of seven ffiembers of the Council, includinc the concurrinc votes 

of the permanent members. 

21. The Korean question: report of the United Nations Corr.mission for the 
Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea /resolution 1455 (XIV)of' 
9 December 1952 

This Ccn:missicn, established by the General Aooembly on 17 October 1950, has 

seven members: i\ustralia, Chile, the Netherlands, Pakistan, the Philippines., 

Thailand and Turkey. A four-member corr.mi ttee, consisting of Australia, the 

Philippines, Thailand and Turkey, was set up in 1956 with authority to act on 

behalf of the f'ull Commission in Korea. 

The resolution adopted by the Assembly last year on this question reaffirmed 

the objectives of the United Nations in Korea: 11 to bring about, by peaceful n:eans, 

the establishment of a unified, independent and dellio~ratio Korea under a repre­

sentative form of eovernment, and the full restoration of international ~eace and 

security in the area." The Assembly called upon 11 the Communist authorities 

concerned11 to accept these objectives and to agree at an early date on the holding 

of "genuinely free" elections in accordance with the principles endorsed uy the 

Assembly. The United Nations Commission was requested to continue its work. 

The report of the Commission for this year has not yet been submitted. 

(more) 



- 12 - Press ReleaseGA/1990 
1 September 1960 

22. 1~epvrc of the Gomnittee on the Pea~eful UEeS of Outer SpU•..!e Lrecolut.:lon 

1472 a (XIV) of 12 December l')'):J/ 

last year, the ,Jeneral Assembly decided to set up for the :,ear::, l9CC and :y:1 

a. 24-memuer Con.mittee on the Pea,:;eful Useo of Cuter 6p.1ce, to revlew the area cf 

internatl.orml :ooperat1on and to study feasible and :practi,.!al rr.eans fer clvln:.;; 

effeet to pro,_:rams in the pea(:eful uoes of outer oi:o.ce whlch could be undertaken 

under United rn..i'&ions aus1,l,ies. 

The \OGemoly ulso deuided /oy resolution 1472 B (XIV) of 12 Daeembl.!r lJ·.u7 

to ,•,;nveno ln l;;Cv or lyGl an lnterno.tlono.1 01~ie11tific C'Onferen,:e under the ~1...u::r,;L.:es 

(1f the United Uutiono for the exch,'ntse of exi;,e1•.i.ence 111 the peaceful uses 01· outer 

The :.\:?Unl ttee 11::u; uot met so f::.,.r this year. 

r.:emuerc '-.;f the 24-mltion Con.mittee, as estaullshed 'uy the .usoerebl:,· on 

12 Do•.::err1Ler 1:J:.>~, ~re: :tlb:.:mlu, .aJ:\,;entino, uustr!llla, i:;.ustrla, Bel~lum, Br!lzi.i., 

BuleJ:.i.ria, '':,~n~ida, ,_~zec:hoslovakia., France., HurJcary, India, Irun, Italy, Ja1;an., 

Lebcm.m., !-:ex~,·o, Poland, Ru:.::mla, Sweden, the Uf3;JR, the United .:.i·uu l,epublii}, tl:ul 

Unl ted Kin .Jorn ~nd the Uni tcd Gtu tes. 

2.5. ({,tmstion of 311 im:rease ln the rr .. embership of the 3ecuri ty t!omwil 
~nd of tl1e i•";ouomlt! and Souia.J. i~ouncil Lreoolution 1~04 ~XIV} of 
2:.i Uovemuer .l.:)~:J 

In Lhls reoolution, the Ger1eral .i1..asembly ret:alled that n;uny delecations had 

expressed the opinion tho.t, .in viE:w of the considerable increase in the memberslllp 

of the United Ho.tlons ln re,!ent years, the two Counuils should be enlarLled so ao 

to n:'.'llte it :possiule 11 to improve the present distriLutior1 of seats in those ar6ans. n 

The .• ::.me1;mly, :considerinG th::.it 0 furtller efforts0 had to be n:.tlde to obtain 

the at~reei:.ent of the Lreatest possible number of member otates to this end, decided 

ttat the r:.iltter should be placed on the provisional o.i~enda of the Fifteenth Session. 

If, at the l\:.i1·thcomint.: session, no proc;ress is m.1de tcwo.rd increase in the n;.embel:nhlp 

of the two ;ount:lls, the ~ose1r.bly u should set up at tho. t session o. corr.mi ttee to 

stud:rr the pormibilities of iu•rivint; at an aureenient which will fa(dlitute the 

tm:undl;.ont the Charter to achieve the increase in membe1~shi.P, 11 the resolutlon 

stated. 

(ir.ore) 
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Report oi: the United nations D~ientific Corr.mittce on tl1e EffeH!ts of 
.rl.tomi; .Radiation /resolution 1,7C-(XIV) of 17 novembe11 l)':>Q/ 

This Com~lttee was c:..st~blislled by the General .:\s;:;e1 •• ul~f en 3 I'e1,;e11Ji.Jer 19~5 to 

..;.:olle;.!t, study and disseminate lnforrratlon on the effe._:to of utoiuL· radlation. Itz 

15 rr.en:ber ::;ts.tes are: i;.rcentina, :\Ustra11a, Eelclum, Bro.zll, ~::.i.m.1du, ~:zechoolovakio., 

France, Indla, Japan, l,~exico, tiweden, tbe u::::_n, the Unl ted :.ro.t.i Republic, the United 

Kincdcm o.nd the United ~tates. 

The Cerf.mi ttee I o report for this ;;e~r ls not yot availablG. 

2:j. Final 1·eport of the 3ci.!ratary-ticmeral •1val~fltln, ~ the Jc,~e,nd 1Jnl tad :i'.J:Jtlons 
International t!oni'ercm,}e on the J.,Jeaceful Uses of' ;\taml,· l!;ner •. r 11: rel~tlon 
to the no.Ldin,: of slmilar cont'eren~eo in the future /1•eoolutlun .Lj4lt (XIII) 
oi' 13 l:ecember 19507 

Thin report (Doc. /i./143:;1) re~·orr.rr.endo thn t :J thlrd Unltod 1:::itl01w Inte1~r.;atl01~~.1 

:'unference on the Pea""·eful Uaos of .1.toml\.' Ener. ·~ t,e held L1 Genev:.i l?J 1c,,:2. with -·r ./ .. 
l'.)(,3 uo a i:oooible ulternatlve date. 

26. Report of the DireJto1• of the United iJtJtlono Relief and 11crlw Af;en,·:ir~ 
i'or raleotine Hei'w~ees ln the 1,Jear J;;ost /reaolutlon 3U2 {IV) ~f 
J Decer,;ber 1V4'd_7 

The AGcn~y, whooe opera t; ns :Jre fir:an~ed Ly volunt:-Jry ~ontrli/Lltlvn~, l)rvvidei:j 

relief and othe11 services to aboHt, a million ,\rub refuceec from Polt::stlne, new 

llvint~ in Jordan, the Gaza Lltril)., Lebanon and the Syrian rei;lcm of the Unl.tod ~1·:liJ 

Republic. unmTA betJln woi•k .in I.:uy 1950. 

The Dlrec tor of the s iL:cnc;;, Dr. John H. D~v ls., was ap,Folut~d in Jarm~l\r' 1:)59. 
He: l:J aosictca by an t,dvisory Comnisaion l'Onoiotlnt; of r(j11rcst":mtatlves of Eel~iur;i, 

France, Jo1•dan, Lebanon, Turkey, the United fir:.:iu RepublL•, the Unl ted iUnudor;l and 

the Unlted Gtates. 

His report to tlv" .t.nsembly for thls year hiw not ~ret iiecm flUi.,mltled. 

,lt ito last sesolon, the . .'u:isembly on $J December l!):,~J :J.d.:irted u 1·ccoluticn 

LI45G (XIVl7 which, an:oni; othe1• thint;o, extended t,he 11rmdat~ oi' the "Gent>y f\Jr u 

period of three years, with a review at the end oi' two yeur::;. The !u.1sembly dlre":ted 

attentio11 to the 11precoriouou i"inaneial position of' the ··wen.!y and ur{:;ed o.1vernrr:ents 

to consider to what extent tlley cun contribute or in.,:rease their \.!Ollt~~ilmtions oo 

that the Aaency can car1~y out i tt:1 procrams. 

(more) 
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27. Unl terl nuti(ms Ernerp;ency Furce: 

( a) C!J~t estimateo :f'or the maintenance ;:if the Force 

(b) Pr0e;reso report en the Force 

'Ille ceiat ,of r:u.i:lntainin~ the United Hationc EmerJency Fcrce in the r.::idtUe 

Eaot durln~~ 1961 is estimated. ty the ;;~cretary-General (Doc. A/4396) at $19,384,2cc. 

The eotimuteo were prepared c:_,n the assumption that the tc,tal military strenL;th :_,f 

the Fcrce wnuld averace 5, ;:ro men dur:lnc; 19G1, the eam.e as in 1960. The Asseml11;; 

upprnveil :J. budeet of ::·20 milllC'1n :f'or tl!e Force i'cr 1960. 

'Ih!= Fcirce, uwier the ucrtJi1ancl of Lieutenant General P.S. Gy:.mi, is at precent 

mo.de up 0f military unitG frcm neven cr1untrlfln: Brazil, Cone.do., Denmark, India, 

!iorwtty, Gueden and Yuc;oalavla. Earlier., Colcmbian, Flnnioh and Indunesian con­

tlni~entc ulufi nerv(\d with UilFF, whi~h waa ect:Jbllohed ln Wuvember 1956 .. 

'!htc! Decri::t~u--y-Gom.:I'ul 'n rep;:,rt ,,n the cc.ot eutlmates said that the Foree lwn 

cc.mtlnued pr,0vl {1~ "u stubilizinc influence" in i to area of operation. 'Ihere 

could l"e no queut1xn, in hi::; vlGu, reeo.rulni3 the effective cyntribution that the 

Fcn:t•e hm~ made durinc the puot three and a half yer.r1,,·s, nor of the desiro.bility 

thut lt shi;;iuld rontinue lto miosivn in the ye3.r ta Pcme. 

Hie pr"1rreoo rei;ort -:m. the Force ic not yet avuilable. 

28. und v1]eratlonn 01' the ,Jueciul Fund /reoolution 1240 (XIII) of 
"*"'~--=- .... 

l c,:ic5 u~1."'t B '1urarrar:h 10' , .,. , .. 1 J.' ~) ~ :;;/ 

The Gr,eclal Fund W'llS ento.bllched by the 01::ne:rol Aooembly in October 19~8 ,1i th 

prr',vidinj cyoter.w.tic und suotuined ~ssifJtonce in fields esDentiul l'':) 

the intecr:.1.ted tech11ical, eccincmic and oocial develoi;:ment o:f' the less devel0r,ed 

countrlec. 

!ho G1;eclul Funu io adminictered by o. t.lanowinc; Directcir unde1" the policy c;uido.nce 

of' a Gc.ivernint;: Ccun~:!l of 18 ctute::; uhich approves projects to be assioted by the 

Speclul Funu. 'I'he Council is ccmpoced of Argentina, Cano.do., Chile, Fr;ince, Ghana, 

India, Italy, Jt11"lan, i·1f'xico, the Hetherlonds, Pakiotan, S'weden, 'Iho.ilancl, the tmon, 
the Uni tecl Ar~b Republic, the United Kingdmn, the United Dto.tes and Yugoslavia. 

Paul G. Hoffman ln the Manac.tna Director. 

Dhortly o.ftor tlle Special Funtl started o.cti vi ties, o.t the becinnina of 

January 1959, the Governina Council., on the reco1TJ11endo.tion of the Monogina Director, 

agreed that, initiolly, major emphasis should be put on projects which would 

demonstrate the weolth-producinc potential of unsurveyed natural. resources .in the 

less develo~ed countries, particularly by surveys uhich would lead to early 

investmentc., and by voce.ticnol and technical institutes. 

(more) 
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The reports cf the Govorni111 'ouni·l.: 01' ti1<: ,:re,·lal ,l;'und ~re first rev:i.E:wed 

r;;,r the EPonc;.mi1.! ,md Socl:Jl ~uuncll, wl.1.l,,·h then t11u.r.omlt~ tlm rerorts, tr11~ether with 

.a::; cwn ·;:;.mr.ento, to the th::n~r::u. iisse:.m.bly willi·l .. revlr:,wo the 1"1·0,:.reos and 01:eratious 

cif the ,;reciol Fund:. a~L a ceparntc i t6m un i tc .e5e:nclu L.nd mukoo cny tipprci:;riutc 

rcccru:enua.tiono. 

The report oi.' the Gc,vernln1: ·,:oun,:11 ,;in .lto thlrd und fourth aasolcmo (Doc. 

r,/;,;l,YJ) notes that, up to June l'.)CO, the 'ounci ... h~d :J.rir,reived 74 projects affectlng 

!.:; uouutries and terrltorleo. The o:-css ~·osts of these proje~ts waG estimated a.t 

;;;l.55 m.llilcm, to whh:h the :Jr:e,:ial Fur.1d wc..,t.ld ,mntrlbute ,;;:,:; million, tlie rerr.a.ining 

wlllion to Le t·urr ieJ. ny tt,e as:.:1lo ted ~overnrr.ents thvnmel vet;;. Seventy-.f l ve 

,-,cverr.rr.ents pledged :J tot~l of $G3 million .for 19?:} und 11C0. 

:Che f irot annu::tl re.r;ort of the I:.~n1aJln1,~ Diret:tc11• (Du:. E/:3401 und t'orr .1) 

w~n tr~nsml tted tu tile E,•oncmit: and : ;O~iul ::ouucll u t tho request of the Gove1·nlng 

'oum:ll oi:' the Jpeclal Fund. lt revle:ws the udmlnlstrution ci' the 1,i:;e,.:lul Fund 

du11 im~ lts i:'lrst :rear c±' OJ;eration ~nd 1.c~t,ntains a desuri11tive surr.u:ary of projects 

apJ?roved in this :r:eriod. It also giveo lnforn.atlun on the oto.tus <Ji: proJecto and 

the financial r.;osi tion of the pro~Jet!tl:1 and proirrams. 

2;1. Etwnomit~ develoi:,xr.ent of underdeveloped countr les: 

(a) International flew of private t':.:lplt!ll: reJ:ort by the (:iet~retary­
General and re~omnenda tlc)nn thereon by tlle :Economic and :oclal 
~oun~i! Lresolutlon l3ld~(XIIJJof 12 Deeember 1952/ 

In 19SLl the Geu.erul .issembly asked the ~eeretary-General to obt::J.1n the views 

of quallf led :perocms ref;'.lrdin,J the fields of activity in whleh foreit1n priva.te 

:investn:ent ls needed by underdeveloped (•ountries, as well u::; the ty:peo of projects 

whiull priv~te foreic;n investors nay be interested in f•inum~inc;. The Je(:retcu.·y­

General was lnvlt<::d to suumit a report La the Economi~ and Joeial CourHiil at its 

tweuty-nintll session, for transmission, with the Councll's reeon.n:endationo, to the 

,iscembly t s F .i.fteenth Sesslo11. 

The Sel!reta:ry-General presented u.n interlm report to the Council':.; twenty-ninth 

se&sion and, at its thi1~tieth session, the t.~ouneil considered a further repo1•t from 

the Sccretary-Generlll, cove1•ing the :perlod 1958 ... 59 (Do~. E/336')). This report 

brought up to date and, in some instances, amplified the do.ta on foreign private 

lone-term capital move~ents published ln 1959 in a report entitled The International 

Flow of Private Capital 1956-58, Eorlier, at its twenty-ninth set:1sion, the Council 

considered a report entitled The Promotion of the International Flew of Private 

Capital (Doc. E/3325) which indicated that nun:erous underdeveloped C'OU11tries had 

(more) 
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recently taken special steps to attract more private foreign investment to aid in 

their economic advancement (see Press Release EC/1977). 

At its thirtieth session, the Council adopted a resolution which aims at 

facilitating the availability, collection and analysis of all possible relevant 

data and inforrration, as well as the study and analysis of total capital movements, 

particularly in regard to the less developed countries. 

(b) Question of the establishment of a United Natior.s capital development
fund: report by the Secretary-General Lresolution 1424 (XIV) of
5 December 1952/ 

In 1959 the General Assembly asked the Secretary-General to examine, in 

consultation with member governments, ways and means of making further progress 

toward the early establishment of a UN capital development fund, and to report on 

this question to the thirtieth session of the Economic and Social Council and the 

Assembly's fifteenth session. Member states were asked to reappraise their position 

on extending rraterial support for the early establishment of such a fund. 

The Secretary-General drew the attention of UN members to the resolution and 

sought their views on the subject. At its thirtieth session, the Council considered 

replies received from 15 member governments. These disclosed that some governments 

favored the early establishment of a UN capital development fund, while other 

governments referred to the existing machinery for multilateral assistance, 

including the proposed establishment of an International Development Association. 

(c) Methods and techniques for carrying out a study of world economic
development: report by the Secretary-General and comments thereon
by the Economic and Social Council /resolution 142e (XIV) of
5 December 1952/

-

In 1959 the General Assembly, in a resolution on world economic development, 

proposed a world-wide study of the international action required to help the economic 

growth of underdeveloped countries. The Secretary-General was asked to arrange for 

a preliminary investigation into the methods and techniques to be employed in the 

study and to submit a report to the Economic and Social Council at its thirtieth 

session, for transmission, with the Council's recommendations, to the Assembly's 

fifteenth session. 

The Secretary-General presented a preliminary report to the Council's 

thirtieth session on evaluation of long-term economic projections. By resolution 

777 (XXX) the Council took note of the report and asked the Secretary-General to 

intensify his activities in this field. Further, the Council recommended that the 

(more) 
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regional economic commissions continue their work, in particular by encouraging 

their member governments to prepare necessary available data. By the resolution, 

Eembers of the UN and the specialized agencies are invited to cooperate by various 

means, including participation in seminars and similar meetings designed to improve 

the utility and availability of national and international economic and social 

projections. 

(d) Promotion of wider trade cooperation among states: report by the 
Secretary-General {resolution 1421 (XIV) of 5 December 1952/ 

In 1959 the General Assembly asked the Secretary-General to prepare a report 

on ways and means of promoting wider trade cooperation among states, irrespective 

of their economic systems and stages of development, including, among other things, 

all the arrangements for such cooperation. The Secretary-General was invited to 

report to the Economic and Social Council at its thirtieth session and to the 

Assembly's fifteenth session. 

The Secretary-General presented a preliminary report to the Council's thirtieth 

session, giving an analysis of the problems of international trade between free­

enterprise countries and countries with centrally planned economies, and a descrip­

tion of the progress achieved in reducing some of the obstacles (see Press Release 

EC/2009). 

The Council took note "with satisfaction" of the report, anticipating a 

further report by the Secretary-General as well as one by the Economic Commission 

for Europe (ECE) on the strengthening and development of the world market and the 

improvement of the trade conditions of the economically less developed countries. 

30. Programs of technical assistance 

(a) Report of the Economic and Social Council L-see resolution 1383 B (XIV) 

of 20 November 19527 

In its annual report to the Assembly, still to be issued, the Council reviews 

the general activities of the UN Regular and Expanded Programs of Technical 

Assistance and gives an account of its own decisions on these programs. 

In a report to the Council's Technical Assistance Committee (Doc. E/3337) 

the Technical Assistance Board noted that, during 1959, 83 governments pledged a 

total of $29.6 million for the Expanded Program as compared to $31.3 million in 

1958. However, the report stated that the figures represented only "a temporary 

setback in the development of the program. 11 Pledges for 1960 are expected to 

reach an all-time high of $33.4 million. 

(more) 



- 18 - Press Release GA/1990 
1 September 1960 

(b) United Nations assistance in public administration: report by the 
Secretary-General [resolution 13~5 (XIV) of 20 November 1952/ 

In 1958 the General Assembly authorized the Secretary-General to assist 

governments participating in the UN technical assistance programs, at their request, 

to secure on a temporary basis the services of qualified persons to perform duties 

of an executive or operational character, on the understanding that such duties 

would normally include the training of nationals to assume the duties temporarily 

assigned to these internationally recruited experts. 

In 1959 the Assembly decided that the experimental program should be continued 

in 1960 on the basis outlined in 1958. By the 1959 resolution, the Secretary-General 

would be given adequate scope to carry out the experiment within the limits of the 

resources to be rr.ade available for 1960. The Secretary-General was invited to 

report to the Council's thirtieth session and to the Assembly's fifteenth session. 

The Secretary-General presented a progress report to the Council's thirtieth 

session, recommending that the experimental program of the UN to provide operational 

and executive personnel, recruited by the UN to serve as members of the civil 

services of requesting countries, should be authorized "on a continuing basis" with 

increased financial resources. The program, known as OPEX (for operational and 

executive personnel) and started on a modest scale in 1959, has received a total 

of 176 requests for assistance from 39 countries, the report indicates (see Press 

Release OPA/8). 

The Council adopted a resolution recommending to the Assembly that the program 

for the provision of operational, executive and administrative personnel be placed 

on a continuing basis within the UN programs. The Council also asked the General 

Assembly to give favorable consideration to the needs for additional resources 

to meet the derr.and for this program. 

(c) Confirmation of the allocation of funds under the Expanded Program 
of Technical Assistance [resolution ~31 (IX) of 26 November 195!±/ 

During the Assembly's session, the Technical Assistance Committee of the­

Economic and Social Council will convene to review and approve the Expanded Program 

of Technical Assistance for the year 1961, as recommended by the Technical Assistance 

Board. The program then will be submitted by the Committee to the Assembly, which 

will confirm the allocation of funds authorized by the Committee to each of the 

organizations participating in the Expanded Program. 

(more) 
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31. Opportunities for international cooperation on behalf of former trust 
territories and other newly independent states: report of the Economic 
and Social Council [resolutions 1414 (XIV) and 1415 (XIV) of 5 December 
195~ 

The General Assembly, in 1959, invited the Economic and Social Council to 

~ake a study, under Article 62 of the Charter, of all opportunities for international 

cooperation which could be of interest to the former trust territories which had 

become independent, within the spheres and framework of programs of international 

assistance. 

In a separate resolution, the Assembly invited the Secretary-General and the 

executive heads of the specialized agencies concerned "to give urgent and sympathetic 

consideration, without prejudice in any way to present assistance being given11 to 

other UN members, to all requests they might receive to provide territories emerging 

from a trust status or newly independent states with (a) such high level technical 

experts as they might desire; and (b) all other forms of technical assistance 

required by the special circumstances in which they have acceded to independence. 

The Secretary-General submitted to the Council's twenty-ninth session a 

memorandum containing his preliminary observations on the subject. In a report to 

the thirtieth session of the Council (Doc. E/3387), the Secretary-General explored 

both the long-term problems of newly independent countries and the special problems 

of transition to independence. He proposed that UN assistance should be increased 

by at least $2.5 million a year during the next few years so as to meet the special 

needs of the countries which will gain -their independence in 1960. 

At its thirtieth session the Council commended the Secretary-General for his 

reports and expressed belief that special efforts must be made to provide, within 

the existing framework of the UN and the specialized agencies, prompt and effective 

assistance to newly emerging countries. It stressed the need to provide speedily 

and on an adequate scale operational, executive and administrative personnel where 

requested. It asked the Secretary-General and the Executive Chairman of the 

Technical Assistance Board to prepare, so far as possible, detailed programs for 

consideration by the Assembly's fifteenth session and by the Technical Assistance 

Committee at its November 1960 session, to meet the additional needs of newly 

independent and emerging states, without prejudice to assistance to other countries. 

The Council also recommended that the Assembly make appropriate provision for 

these purposes in the UN budget and urged that every effort be made to secure 

increased contributions to the UN Special Fund and the Expanded Program of Technical 

Assistance. 

(reore) 
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32. Question of assistance to Libya: report by the Secretary-General 

Lresolution 1303 (XIII) of 10 December 195~7 

At its thirteenth session, the Assembly, after recalling the part played by 

the United Nations in the creation of the independent State of the United Kingdon 

of Libya, invited all governments willing , and in a position to do so, to provide 

financial assistance to it through the United Nationn. The Assembly asked the 

Secretary-General to rrake a special report at its fifteenth session on the question 

of United Nations assistance to Libya. 

33. Assistance to refugees: 

(a) Report of the United Nations Hi gh Commissioner for Refugees 

The report of the United Nations High Commissioner, Dr. Auguste R. Lindt, 

covers the period from May 1959 to May 1960. The report (Doc. E/3397-A/4378) was 

discussed by the Economic and Social Council in July and will come before the 

General Assembly at its forthcoming session. 

The Executive Committee which administers the High Commissioner's programs 

has approved programs for 1960 amounting to some $9.5 million. For 1961, with 

World Refugee Year over, the target is $6 million. The refugee programs are 

financed by voluntary governmental and nongovernrnental contributions. 

'I'he report pointed out that approxirna tely 1, 400, OOO persons are considered 

to come within the High Commissioner's mandate. In addition, some 2C0,000 refugees 

from Algeria in Morocco and Tunisia require relief. 

As of the end of 1959, the report noted, a total of 38,500 refugees had been 

firmly resettled under programs of the High Commissioner's Office since 1955, when 

the United Nations refugee program began. The number of non-settled refugees in 

Europe and other areas, coming within the scope of the current programs of the 

Office, had been reduced to approximately 110,000 at the end of 1959. 

During the period under review, further progress had been made in the 

clearance of refugee camps in Europe. Increased opportunities had been offered 

for resettlement o1' refugees, under the influence of World Refugee Year• The legal 

protection activities of the High Commissioner's Office had been intensified, 

and UNHCR correspondents had been designated in six countries where the Office 

had not hitherto been directly represented. 
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For 1960, priority has been given to the Office's Far Eastern program, 

designed to resettle in other countries an estimated 7,800 refugees of European 

origin still living in the Far EJst, and to the camp clearance program and the 

program for ~nonsettled refugees living outside camps. 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the World Refugee Year 

In 1958, at its thirteenth session, the General Assembly adopted a resolution 

emphasizing "the need to make a further world-wide effort to help resolve the world 

refugee problem." The resolution urged members of the United Nations and of the 

specialized agencies 11 to cooperate, in accordance with the national wishes and 

needs of each country and from a humanitarian point of view, in promoting a World 

Refugee Year as a practical means of securing increased assistance for refugees 

throughout the world. 11 It also asked the Secretary-General to help. 

The aims of the World Refugee Year, in the language of the resolution, 

were: (,a) "to focus interest on the refugee problem ••• ";(b) "to encourage additional 

financial contributions from governments, voluntary agencies and the general 

public ••• 11
; and(,c) 11 to encourage additional opportunities for permanent refugee 

solutions, through voluntary repatriation, resettlement or integration, on a purely 

hurr.anitarian basis and in accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the 

refugees themselves. 11 

When the World Refugee Year began in June 1959, it was estimated that there 

were still 15 million refugees throughout the world in need of help, of whom more 

than two million looked to the United Nations for aid. 

The World Refugee Year consisted of a series of national efforts, each fitted 

to the needs of a particular country. Eighty-eight countries and territories took 

part. 

As of 30 June 1960, some $15 million had been pledged by governments for 

World Refugee Year purposes, in addition to their annual contributions for refugee 

prog:r:ams .. However, national efforts are continuing, and public subscription 

totals are still coming in. The Secretary-General 1s report on the final results 

of the Year will not be available until later. 

'Ihe Secnet·aryj-'G:eueral said on 30 June that 11 it is the end of a formal year 

but not the end of an effort. 11 
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34. Draft International Covenants on Hun.an Rights Lresolution 1458 (XIV) 

of 10 December 19527 

In 1959 the /,ssembly decided to give priority, at its fifteenth session, to 

consideration of the draft International Covenants on Hurr.an Rights. These Covenants 

-- one on civil and political rights, the other on economic, social and cultural 

rights -- were originally prerared by the Commission on Human Rights and have been 

under consideration by the General Assembly since 1954. 

So far, the Third (Social, Hurr.anitarian and Cultural) Committee of the 

Assembly has approved: 

The preamble to the Covenants; 

Article I, on the right to self-determination, which is the saffie 
in both covenants; 

All the 10 substantive articles of the draft Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, covering such matters as the right to 
work and fair wages, trade union rights, social security, welfare, 
health, education, and freedom for scientific research; 

Articles 6,7,8,9,10,ll,12,13 and 14 of the draft Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, covering such rr.atters as the right to life, 
prohibition of torture and slavery, freedom from arbitrary arrest, 
hurr.ane treatment of convicted persons, prohibition of imprisonment 
rr.erely for failure to fulftll contractual obligations, freedom of 
movement, protection of aliens from expulsion from a state and the 
right of everyone to fair and public trial. 

No final action on any article has as yet been taken by the plenary Assembly. 

Among the main issues still to be dealt with by the Third Committee are 12 

draft articles of the draft Covennnt,,. on Civil and Political Rights; special 

measures that would assure implementation of the rights set for.th in the Covenants; 

the question of reservations that might be made by contracting states; and special 

provisions concerning the application of the Covenants in states with a federal 

system of government and in non-self-governing territories. 

The Economic and Social Council, in resolution 772 C (XXX), drew the attention 

of the General Assembly, in connection with the Assembly's consideration of 

article 18 of the draft Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to the study of 

discrimination in the matter of religious rights and practices prepared for the 

Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities by its 

Special Rapporteur, Dr. Arcot Krishnaswami, and to the fact that the draft principles 

drawn up by the Subcorunission on the basis of this study have been submitted to 

governments for their observations. 

(The texts approved by the Third Committee at the tenth, eleventh and twelfth 
sessions are reproduced in an annex to the mimeographed version of Doc. A/3824. The 
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texts approved by the Committee at the thirteenth session are reproduced in the 
General Assembly Official Records, 13th Session, Annexes, Agenda Item 32. The 
texts approved by the Committee at the fourteenth session are reproduced in the 
General Assembly Official Records, 14th Session, Annexes, Agenda Item 34. The 
original text of the draft Covenants and proposals relating to them are contained 
in the General Assembly Official Records, lOth Session Annexes Agenda Item 28 

' ' ' Parts I and II.) 

35. Draft Convention on Freedom of Information Lresolution 1459 (XIV) of 

10 December 19527 

At its last session, the General Assembly decided to give priority at the 

fifteenth session to consideration of the draft Convention on Freedom of Information. 

The draft Convention was prepared in 1951 by an ad hoe committee of the Assembly. 

Since then it has been discussed on various occasions by the Economic and Social 

Council and the Assembly. 

At the fourteenth session, the Assembly's Third Committee approved the 

preamble to the Convention and Article I. The 18 remaining articles of the 

draft Convention are still to be dealt with by the Third Committee. 

No final action on any article has as yet been taken by the plenary Assembly. 

(The text of the preamble and of Article I as approved by the Third Committee 
is given in the annex to the report of the Committee on its consideration of the 
item -- General Assembly Official Records, 14th Session, Annexes, Agenda Item 35. 
The text of the draft Convention is contained in the report of the ad hoe committee 
-- Doc. A/Ac.42/7. Comments and proposals received from governments are reproduced 
in Docs. A/3868 and Adds. 1-8 and A/4173 and Adds. 1-3 and Corr.1) 

36. Draft Declaration on Freedom of Information LEconomic and Social Council 

resolution 756 (XXIX)of 21 April 196~7 

In April 1960, the Economic and Social Council decided to transmit to the 

General Assembly for its consideration the text of a draft Declaration on Freedom 

of Information. 

The question of such a draft Declaration was considered by the Council in 

1959 at its twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth sessions. By resolution 732 (XXVIII) 

of 30 July 1959, the Council invited member states to communicate to the Secretary­

General their comments on the desirability of the adoption by the UN of a declara­

tion on freedom of information and on the draft text of the declaration which the 

Council had accepted for submission to member governments. 

At its twenty-ninth session, in the spring of 1960, the Council, in the light 

of the comments received from governments, considered and completed the text of the 

draft Declaration. 
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Comments from governments are reproduced in document E/3323 and Ad~c. 1-5. 

The text of the Cr2ft Declaration as submitted to the General Assembly is annexed 

to Economic and Social Council resolution 756 (XXIX). 

37. Inforrration from Non-Self-GoverninG Territories transmitted under Article 73 e 
or the Charter or the United Nations: reports of the Secretary-General and 
of the Co!I!illittee on Inforrration from Non-Self-Governing Territories 

Under 1\rtic le 73 e of the Charter, member states administering non-self­

governing territories, other than trust territories, transmit annually to the 

Se cretary-General statistical and other information of a technical nature relating 

to economic, social and educational conditions in the territories they administer. 

Surr:rraries and analyses of the information prepared by the Secretary-General are 

examined each year by the Coruni ttee on Inforrr.ation from Non-Self-Governing Terri­

tories which reports to the Assembly. 

(a) Progress a chieved by the Non-Self-Governing Territories in pursuance _ 
or Chapter XI or the Charter [resolution 1461 (XIV) of 12 December 1952/ 

In accordance with a 1957 request of the General Assembly, the Secretariat of 

the United Nations and the specialized a gencies concerned prepared for the last 

session of the Assembly a report of the progress achieved in the non-self-governing 

territories since the esta blishrr.ent of the United Nations. The report consisted of 

a general survey; studies on economic, socia l and educational conditions; and a 

surmrary of inforrration from 54 territories. It was referred to the Committee on 

Inforrration from Non-Self-Governing Territories. 

The Corunittee's observations and conclusions on this report are contained in 

Doc. A/4371. They are to be submitted to the Assembly, and state among other 

things that of the 200 million people in dependent status at the time of the 

founding of the United Nations, approxin:ately half had demonstrated the capability 

of governing themselves. The Cormnittee also commented on such subjects as inter­

national collaboration in relation to the territories, economic conditions, 

industrialization, social welfare, health, race relations and hu~an rights, and 

educational development. 

(b) Inforrration on economic conditions 

Each year the Committee on Inforn:ation from Non-Self-Governing Territories 

gives special attention in its studies to e concmjc, social or educational 

conditions. This year's report to the Assembly (Doc. A/4371) is prin:arily concerned 

with economic conditions. 
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This triennial consideration of economic conditions, while supplementing the 

over-all progress report mentioned in connection with a genda ttem 37 (a), was 

de.igned primarily to deal with aspects of particular interest to the Committee: 

trade and banking, the shift toward a monetary economy, and other changes in the 

economy that might affect the living conditions of the indigenous population. 

(c) Information on other conditions 

In addition to devoting special attention to economic conditions the Committee, 

at its eleventh session last spring, also.discussed social and educational conditions. 

(d) General questions relating to the transmission and examination of 
information 

In the course of the Committee's consideration of this subject, the repre­

sentative of Ghana considered that the progress which the territories in the French 

Community had so far made, though commendable, did not constitute a state of affairs 

that exempted France from transmitting information. The representative of France 

recalled that at the fourteenth session of the General Assembly his delegation had 

stated that the question of cessation of transmission of information by France was 

closed. 

The representative of the United Kingdom stated that his government proposed 

to submit information on Malta beginning l May 1959. 
The representatives of Ceylon, Ghana and India noted that Portugal continued 

to fail to supply information on territories under its administration. The repre­

sentatives of Ceylon and Ghana hoped that Spain would also supply inforreation. 

The representative of Brazil recalled that the General Assembly had set up 

at its last session an ad hoe committee on the enumeration of principles guiding 

members on the transmission of information,and he regarded discussion of the ques­

tion of information from Portuguese territories as inappropriate. The representative 

of the United Kingdom also stated that he did not consider that the affairs of 

Portugal and Spain, or any other matter not within its scope, should be considered 

by the Committee. 
The representatives of Ceylon, Ghana and India maintained that the appointment 

of a special committee by the General Assembly should not prevent the .Committee on 

Infor:rr.ation from being concerned with the problem of transmission of information 

concerning territories administered by Portugal and Spain. (See also agenda 

~tern 38, page 26, of this release.) 
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(e) New developments connected with the association of Non-Self-Governing 
Territories with the European Economic Community: report by the 
Secretary-General Zresolution 1470 (XIV) of 12 December 1952/ 

Noting with concern that the administering members had not yet submitted 

sufficient inforrration on the possible effects of the association of the non-self­

governing territories under their administration with the European Economic 

Community, the Assembly last year again invited the administering members concerned 

to transmit inforrr.ation on this rratter. 

The Assembly also asked the Committee on Information from Non-Self-Governing 

Territories, which was to examine particularly economic conditions in the territories 

(see agenda item 37 (b) above), to devote special attention to the matter. It 

further asked the Secretary-General to prepare a report on new developments, taking 

into account the information to be submitted by the administering members and 

studies that might be undertaken by UN bodies and other international organs. 

'T.he report of the Ccr..mi ttee en Information (Doc. A/ 4371, pages 68-69) 

says, 2ffDDg other thinGs, that, frcm the information available, it wo~d 

appear that the association has been effected without adequate consultation of 

indigenous opinion in the territories concerned. 

38. Study of principles which should guide Members in determining whether or 
not an obligation exists to transmit the information called for in 
Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations: report of the Special 
Committee established under General Assembly resolution 1467 (XIV) 
Lresolution 1467 (XIV) of 12 December 1952/ 

The Assembly at its fourteenth session decided to establish a special committee 

to study the principles which should guide members as to whether an obligation 

existed to transmit information in regard to territories whose peoples bad not yet 

attained a full measure of self-government. 

The Committee, composed of three members transmitting information and three 

nonadministering members, consists of representatives of India, Mexico and Morocco 

(nonadministering) and the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United States 

(transmitting authorities). It is scheduled to meet on 2 September 1960. 

39. Dissemination of inforrration on the United Nations in Non-Self-Governing 
Territories: report by the Secretary-General Lresolution 1465 (XIV) of 
12 December 1952/ 

The Assembly at its fourteenth session requested administering authorities 

to adopt necessary measures for the dissemination of information concerning the 

United Nations in non-self-governing territories, and for this purpose to seek the 

active support and participation of the organizations representative of these 

inhabitants. 
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, In making this request, the Assembly said that it was necessary to accelerate 

the advancement of the territories in all fields, and recalled that the principle 

underlying the public information activities of the United Nations was that the 

Organization cannot achieve its purposes unless the peoples of the world are 

informed of its aims and activities. 

40. Participation of the Non-Self-Governing Territories in the work of the 
United Nations and of the specialized agencies: report by the Secretary­
General Lresolution 1466 (XIV) of. 12 December 1952/ 

The Assembly at its fourteenth session invited administering members to 

submit to the specialized agencies the candidature of territories, and specially 

requested all members administering territories in Africa to propose the participa­

tion of those territories in the work of the Economic Commission for Africa. 

The Assembly also re-emphasized the great advantage of the inclusion of 

representatives of the non-self-governing territories in delegations participating 

in the work of the Committee on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories, 

and in Fourth Committee discussions. 

41. Offers by Member States. of study and training facilities for inhabitants 
of Non-Self-Governing Territories: report by the Secretary-General 
[resolution 1471 (XIV)of 12 December 1952./ 

Bearing in mind that most non-self-governing territories do not have sufficient 

facilities for higher education to ensure the education of highly qualified 

indigenous cadres, the Assembly at its fourteenth session regretted that a great 

number of scholarships offered by member states bad not been utilized and that 

some administering members do not provide all students with facilities to leave the 

territory after a scholarship bas been awarded. 

The Assembly asked all administering authorities which had not done so to 

give full publicity to the scholarships and facilities available, and requested 

the Secretary-General to give such assistance as is possible in regard to such 

scholarships and facilities. 

42. Election to fill a vacancy in the membership of the Committee on Information 
from Non-Self-Governing Territories 

The Committee on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories is composed 

of members transmitting information on the non-self-governing territories they 

administer and an equal number of non-administering members, usually elected by 

the Fourth Committee on behalf of the Assembly. First established on a three-year 

basis in l949, the Committee was continued by the Assembly for further periods of 

three years in 1952, 1955 and 1958. 
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At present, the Committee is composed of: Australia, Belgium, France, the 

Netherlands, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States (transmitting 

inforrr:ation); Argentina, Brazil, Ceylon, the Dominican Republic, Ghana, India and 

Iraq (elected members). 

An election will be held during the Assembly 1s forthcoming session to fill a 

vacancy caused by the expiration at the end of the year of Brazil's term on the 

Committee. 

43. Question of South West Africa: 

(a) Report of the Committee on South West Africa L-resolution 749 A (VIII) 

of 28 November 19517 

The General Assembly 1s Committee on South West Africa, established in 1953 

to examine, within the scope of the mandates system of the League of Nations, 

annual reports and petitions concerning the territory, and to report on its 

activities to the Assembly 1s regular sessions, continued its work this year. 

The Union Government having declined to submit reports to the United Nations 

on its administration of the territory or to forward petitions from inhabitants of 

the territory, the Committee was authorized, when set up by the Assembly, to examine 
11 such inforrr:ation and documentation as might be available" concerning the territory. 

Although the Union Government has not submitted annual reports, the Permanent 

Representative of the Union of South Africa, by letters dated 14, 21 and 27 June 

1960, officially transmitted to the Secretary-General certain documents, including 

the report of the Commission of Inquiry into the occurrences in the Windhoek 

location on the night of 10 - 11 December 1959. In his letter of 14 June, the 

Permanent Representative of the Union Government indicated that the documents were 

being made available "on a voluntary basis without in any way implying recognition 

of United Nations authority or an obligation on the part of the Union Government to 

provide such information." 

The Committee this year devoted a considerable part of its session -- the 

seventh -- to the Windhoek disturbances which took place last December in connection 

with the opposition to the removal of "non-European" residents of Windhoek to a new 

"Native" location at Katutura, and to more recent related developments. 

One resolution approved by the Committee would have the General Assembly, 

among other things, urge the Union Government "to refrain from the use of direct 

or indirect force to secure the removal11 of these residents. The Assembly would 

express "deep regret at the action taken by the police and soldiers in the Windhoek 

(more) 
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'Native I location on 10 - 11 December 1959 against residents ••• resulting in the 

death of 11 Africans and many other casualties" and would request the mandatory 

power 11 to take steps to provide adequate compensation to the families of the 

victims of the events" in Windhoek. 

In another resolution recommended by the Committee, the Assembly would urge 

the Union Government "to instruct the competent authorities" in the territory 11 to 

cease the arbitrary imprisoning and deporting of Africans, including the leaders 

and members of the South West Africa Peoples Organization, and to ensure the free 

exercise of political rights and freedom of expression by all sectors of the 

population. 11 Reports of imprisonment and deportations were given to the Committee 

on 11 August in an oral hearing of petitioners and in a number of written petitions. 

The Committee also drew the attention of the General Assembly to a resolution 

adopted by the Second Conference of Independent African States held at Addis Ababa 

in 1960, recalling Assembly resolution 1361 (XIV) and proposing that the inter­

national obligations of the Union concerning the territory should be submitted to 

the International Court of Justice for adjudication. The African resolution noted 

that the Governments of Ethiopia and Liberia had 11 signified their intention to 

institute such a proceeding." 

The Committee commended the Governments of Ethiopia and Liberia for this 

intention, as "one of the practical approaches" for implementing the Assembly 

resolution dealing with legal action open to member states in relation to the 

question of South West Africa. 

In addition, the Committee approved a resolution which would have the Assembly 

draw the attention of various petitioners to the Committee 1s report and observations 

regarding conditions in the territory submitted to the forthcoming Assembly session 

and to action taken by the Assembly on that report. 

The Committee's report to the forthcoming Assembly has not yet been issued. 

(b) Report on negotiations with the Government of the Union of South 
Africa in accordance with General Assembly resolution 1360 (XIV) 
[resolution 1360 (XIV) of 17 November 195~ 

In November 1959, the General Assemb~y, noting the readiness of the Government 

of the Union of South Africa to enter into discussionc with the United Nations, 

invited that government to do so through the Committee on South West Africa, with 

a view to placing the territory of South West Africa under trusteeship. 
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By letter dated 29 July 1960, addressed to the CoIUI1ittee Chairman, South 

Africa 1 s Minister of External Affairs, Eric H. Louw, indicated that the Union 

Government was not prepared to negotiate under the terms laid down by Assembly 

resolution 1360 (XIV). However, it rerrained willing, as it had announced prior 

to the adoption of that resolution, to enter into discussions with an appropriate 

United Nations ad hoe body appointed after prior consultation with the gJvernrrent, 

and with broader terms of reference. The Union stated that its decision was 
11wi thout prejudice" to its 11 consistently held stand on the juridical aspect of 

the issue." 

(c) Election of three members of the Committee on South West Africa 
Lresolution 1061 (XI) of 26 Februnry 195]} 

The Corr.rnittee on South West Africa consists of nine members, one-third of 

whom are elected each year by the Assembly on the recommendation of the Fourth 

Committee. 

Members of the Committee are: Indonesia, the United Arab Republic and 

Uruguay (elected to serve until 31 December 1960); Guatemala, Ireland and the 

Philippines (31 December 1961); Brazil, Denmark and Ethiopia (31 December 1962), 

44. Question of the future of Western Samoa LTrusteeship Council resolution 

2014 (XXVI) of 1 June 196~7 

In its resolution recon:,mending that the question of the future of Western 

Samoa, a trust territory administered by New Zealand, be inscribed on the agenda, 

the Trusteeship Council noted that,in accordance with the tentative timetable 

submitted by the administering authority and endorsed in broad outline by the 

Council, it was envisaged that a plebiscite be held in the territory early in 1961. 

The Council said that the arrangements for this plebiscite, to be held under 

United Nations supervision, and the precise form of the questiorBto be asked, 

should be considered by the General Assembly. 

New Zealand told the Council that, conditional on the plebiscite, it expected 

Western Samoa to become independent or self-governing in line with the objectives 

of trusteeship by the end of 1961 at the latest. 

45. Question of the future of Ruanda-Urundi LTrusteeship Council resolution 

2018 (XXVI) of 30 June 196~7 

In its resolution recommending that the question of the future of Ruanda­

Urundi, a trust territory administered by Belgium, be inscribed on the agenda, the 
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Trusteeship Council noted the progress made toward the objectives of trusteeship and 

the administering authorityrs declaration that it intended to hold elections in 1961 

on the basis of universal adult suffrage under the supervision of the United Nations. 

Belgium told the Council that after these elections there would be legislative 

assemblies in Ruanda and Urundi, and it was proposed that at roundtable conferences 

following these elections the elected representatives and Belgium would consider 

further steps to be taken for the achievement of self-government or independence. 

46. Dissemination of information on the United Nations and the International 
Trusteeship System in Trust Territories: report by the Secretary-General 
Lresolution 1410 (XIV) of 5 December 1952./ 

The Assembly requested the Secretary-General to initiate discussions with 

the administering authorities concerned with a view to establishing, during 1960, 

United Nations information centers in at least some of the larger trust territories, 

such as Tanganyika (United Kingdom), Ruanda-Urundi (Belgium), and New Guinea 

(Australia). The Assembly preferred that responsible positions in these centers 

be held by indigenous inhabitants of the territories concerned. 

The Secretary-General has held consultations on this matter, and the results 

will be included in.a special report to the General Assembly. 

47. Offers . by Memuer States of study and training facilities for inhabitants 
of Trust Territories: report by the Secretary-General Lresolution 1411 (XIV) 
of 5 December 1952/ 

At its fourteenth session, the Assembly, bearing in mind that most trust 

territories did not have sufficient facilities for higher education to ensure the 

education of highly qualified indigenous cadres, expressed regret that most scholar­

ships offered were not utilized and that some administering authorities did not 

provide all students with facilities to leave the territory after a scholarship 

had been granted. 

It requested those administering authorities which bad not done so to 

publicize fully the scholarships and facilities, and asked the ·Secretary-General ­

to give whatever assistance is possible. 

It also requested, the Secretary-General to prepar~ for the fifteenth session 

a report concerning the actual use of scholarships and training facilities offered 

by member states to students from the trust territories. This report is not yet 

available. 
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48. Fir..nncial reports and accounts, and reportG of the Board of Auditors: 

(a) United Hations (for the financial year ended 31 December 1959) 

The report on UlJ finances (Doc. A/4380) shows that obligations incurred for 

1959 nreounted to i~61 ,4t0/;07 compared with total appropriations of $61,657,1co. 

Incorr.e credited for the financial year represented by members' contributions and 

miscellaneous inccnc ($62,102,201) exceeded the total of obligations incurred· 

by $641, 594 • 

(b) United l!ations Children's Fund (for the financial year ended 
51 December 19~9) 

The financia l refort on UNICEF (Doc. A/4382) reveals that income from all 

sources in 1959 un:ounted to the equivalent of approxirr:ately $24 million, an $8CO ,CCC 

increase over 1958. 

( c ) United Hat ions Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near ~ast (ror the rinancial year ended 31 December 1959) 

The report (Doc. A/4383) shows that expenditures of UNRWJ\ during 1959 amounted. 

to $34,138,380, or $179,502 more than was contributed for the year. The balance 

in the Working Sapital Fund at the end of 1959 was 4,22,131,106. 

(d) Voluntary funds administered by the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (for the financial year ended 31 December 1959) 

This report (Doc. A/4389 ) shows that as of 31 December 1959 the consolidated 

surplus for all voluntary funds administered by the High Commissioner amounted to 

~2,417,726. 

(e) United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency (liquidation and final 
accounts) 

The report has not yet been issued. (For further information see Press 

Release KOR/642.) 

49. Supplementary estirr:ates for the financial year 1960 

A report on supplementary expenses not included in the regular budget 

appropriations for 1960 will be submitted by the Secretary-General in the course 

of the AsGembly session. 

50. Budget estirr.ates for the financial year 1961 

An estirr.ated gross budget of $67,453,750 for 1961 bas been submitted by the 

Secretary-General (Doc. A/4370). Income from all sources to offset 1961 expenditures 
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is estimated at $12,051,780, leaving a net expenditure level of $55,401,970. 

This compares with an estimated net expenditure level for 1960 of' $51,463,200. 

The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions bas submitted 

a report (Doc. A/4408) recommending an over-all reduction of $942,850 in the 

Secretary-General's estimates for 1961. 

51. Appointment to fill vacancies in the membership of subsidiary bodies 
of the Assembly 

(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

This Committee consists of nine members elected by the General Assembly for 

a term of three years. 

Three retire each year but are eligible for re-election. Members whose 

terms of office expire at the end of 1960 are Thanassis Aghnides (Greece), Eduardo 

Carrizosa (Colombia) and Alexei Fedorovich Sokirkin (USSR) (Doc. A/4375). 

(b) Committee on Contributions 

This is a 10-member Committee whose members also retire by rotation and are 

eligible for reappointment. Members whose three-year terms of office expire at 

the end of 1960 are Georgy Petrovich Arkadev (USSR), Rene Charron (France), 

C.S. Jha (India) and Jose Pareja y Paz Soldan (Peru). 

By a letter of 31 May 1960, Mr. Arkadev submitted his resignation from the 

~embership of the Committee. Thus, it will also be necessary for the Assembly 

to appoint a member to the Committee to fill the unexpired term of office of 

Mr. Arkadev (Doc. A/4381). 

(c) Board of Auditors 

The Board consists of three members. At each regular session the Assembly 

appoints one auditor to take office from 1 July the following year ·for a three-year 

term. The election this year will be to fill the vacancy caused by the expiration 

of the term of office of the Auditor-General of Norway (Doc. A/4379). 

(d) Investments Committee: confirmation of the appointment made by 
the Secretary-General 

The Investments Committee consists of three members appointed for three-year 

terms by the Secretary-General after consultation with the Advisory Cow.mittee on 

Administrative and Budgetary Questions. The appointment is subject to the approval 

of the Assembly. 
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- 34 - Press Release GA/1990 
1 September 1960 

The Secretary-General rray report to the fifteenth session on the question of 

reconstituting the Investrr.ents Committee. In any event, a vacancy will be caused 

by the expiration of the three-year term of office of Leslie Rounds (United States) 

on 31 December 1960. 

(e) Uni ted Nations Administrative Tribunal 

The Tribunal is composed of seven members appointed by the Assembly for 

three-yea r terms. Those rr:embers whose terms of office expire at the end of 1960 

are Francisco A. Forte za (Urur:;uay) and Bror Arvid Sture Petren (Sweden) (Doc. 

A/4376). 

52. Scale of assessrr:ents for the apportionment of the expenses of the United 
na tions: report of the Corunittee on Contributions 

At its thirteenth session, the Assembly approved a report of the Committee 

on Cont ributions containing a revised scale of contributions which would not norrrally 

be reviewed until 1961. However, under Rule 161 of the Assembly's rules of 

procedure, the CorrJTiittee is instructed to advise the Assembly on the assessment 

recom.rr:ended for new rr:embers. The ColliI!li t tee is expected to meet during the fifteenth 

session for this purpose. 

53. Audit reports relating to expenditure by specialized a gencies of technical 
ass istance f'unds alloca ted from the Special Account Lresolution 519 A (VI) 
of 12 January 195g/ 

Subject to the confirrrntion of the Assembly, the Technical Assistance 

Corunittee authorizes the allocation of funds to each of the participating organiza­

tions in proportion to their share in the approved over-all program. These funds 

are draKn fr om the net financial resources, after setting aside the expenses of 

the secretariat of the Technical Assistance Board and such arr.aunts as may be 

necessary to reimburse the Working Capital Fund and Reserve Fund for withdrawals 

during the preceding year to finance obligations for urgent needs authorized by 

the Executive Chairman of the TAB. 

An audit report (Doc. A/4422) under this item relates to expenditure of 

technica l assistance funds for the year ended 31 December 1959. 

54. Administrative and budgetarv coordination of the United Nations with the 
specialized a gencies and with the International Atomic Energy Agency: 
report of -~be Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
{resolution 1437 (XIV) of 5 December 195.2/ 

At its fourteenth session, the Assembly requested the Advisory Committee to 

t · ns and keep under review the growth and develop:rr.ents in respect of offices, opera 1.o 
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conferences of the United Nations and the agencies at locations away from their 

headquarters, and to report to the Assembly on possibilities of further administra­

tive and budgetary coordination. The report of the Advisory Committee has not yet 

been issued. 

55. Report of the Negotiating Committee for Extra-Budgetary Funds 
Lresolution 1440 B (XIV) of 5 tecember 1952/ 

Certain activities of the United Nations and the specialized agencies are 

financed by voluntary contributions of member governments. Such activities, not 

provided for in the regular budgets of the UN or the agencies, include the Expanded 

Program of Technical Assistance, the UN Children 1s Fund, the UN Refugee Fund and 

the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. 

To assist in obtaining funds for these programs, the Assembly during its 

fourteenth session again requested the President to appoint a Negotiating Committee 

for Extra-Budgetary Funds to serve until the close of the fifteenth session of the 

Assembly. The President appointed a Committee composed of Argentina, Brazil, 

Canada, France, Lebanon, New Zealand, Pakistan, the United Kingdom and the United 

States. 

As in previous years, the Assembly will also convene, during its fifteenth 

session, an ad hoe committee of the whole Assembly for the announcement of voluntary 

contributions to the programs of UNRWA and of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 

56. United Nations Library: report by the Secretary-General 
[resolution 1354 (XIV) of 3 November 1952/ 

At its last session the Assembly authorized the Secretary-General to proceed 

with the construction, furnishing and equipping of the new building that will house 

the UN Library at Headquarters, at a cost not to exceed the amount of the Ford 

Foundation gift for the purpose, i.e., $6,200,000 plus accumulated interest. 

A progress report on the question by the Secretary-General has not yet been 

issued. 

57. Construction of the United Nations building in Santiago, Chile: progress 
report by the Secretary-General Lresolution 1407 (XIV) of 1 December 1952/ 

At its last session, the Assembly authorized the Secretary-General to proceed 

with the preparation of plans for, and the construction of, a UN building in 

Santiago, Chile, at a cost not to exceed $1,550,000. 

A progress report on the question by the Secretary-General has not yet been 

issued. 
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58. Organization and work of the Secretariat: report of the Committee of 
Experts appointed under General Assembly resolution 1446 (XIV) and 
pro·risional recommendations thereon by the Secretary-General 
L_resolution 1446 (XIV) of 5 December 1952/ 

At it- f; last session, the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to appoint 

a corr.mittee of experts to review the activities and organization of the Secretariat 

with a view to effecting or proposing further measures designed to ensure :rraximUI!l 

economy and efficiency of the Secretariat. 

A report on the question by the committee of experts, to be presented together 

with provisional recommendations by the Secretary-General, has not yet been issued. 

59. Public inforrr.ation activities of the United Nations: report by the 
Secretary-General Lresolution 1405 (XIV) of 5 December 1952/ 

At its fourteenth session the Assembly requested the Secretary-General, among 

other things, to include in his report on the Office of Public Information, to be 

submitted to every Assembly session, outlines of the policy and programs planned 

for execution during the coming year . The Secretary-General was also asked to plan 

the infor:rration programs in 1960 on the assumption that the total net expenditure 

for the year would be about $5 million. 

In his report (Doc. A/4429), the Secretary-General reviews the activities of 

the UN Office of Public Information and concludes that every effort has been rrade 

to strengthen UN inforrr.ation services to member states 11without impairing the over-all 

central direction of the UN inforn:ation program or the present facilities 11 at 

Headquarters '1for the representatives of media of mass communication. 11 Efforts 

have also been rr.ade, the report says, to continue to make available objective and 

factual inforn:ation concerning the UN and its activities to all the peoples of the 

world through the appropriate media, while keeping the total expenditure at about 

$5 million as requested. 

The Secretary-General also notes that experience shows that it is not realistic 

to expect that media of inforITation and publicity, nongovernmental organizations 

and educational institutions will be able to expand their efforts to promote greater 

understanding of the UN unless they can count on the Secretariat to provide basic 

services and rraterials at the level necessary for ·them to do the job. 
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(a) Geographical distribution of the staff of the Secretariat: report of 
the oecretary-General Lresolution 1436 (XIV) of 5 December 1952/ 

(b) Proportion of fixed-term staff 

(c) Other personnel questions 

At its last session, the Assembly recommended that the Secretary-General should 

continue his efforts to achieve a better geographical distribution of the staff a t 

all levels, giving particular regard to posts at the top level, and that more inter­

change of personnel between Headquarters and UN field offices should be carried out 

whenever possible. 

A progress report on the question by the Secretary-General has not yet been 

issued. 

61. United Nations International School: report by the Secretary-General 
Lresolution 1439 (XIV) of 5 December 1952/ 

At its last session, the Assembly decided to invite the Board of Trustees of 

the UN International School to establish an International School Fund. It also 

decided to contribute to the Fund and requested the Secretary-General to continue 

to assist the Board of Trustees in ~atters concerning the raising of funds to 

provide the s chool with permanent accommodations in the immediate vicinity of 

illf Headquarters. 

A progress report on the question by the Secretary-General has not yet been 

issued. 

62. Annual report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board 

The Board meets every two years to consider items referred to it in connection 

with operations of the UN Joint Staff Pension Fund. It also ~akes recommendatioDs 

to the General Assembly for amendments to the regulations of the Fund. 

The Board met in July 1960 in Geneva. Its report, which has not yet been 

issued, will contain, among other things, the Board 1s recommendations regarding 

policy decisions for the implementation of the recommendations of the Expert Review 

Group on the Comprehensive Review of the Pension Fund. 

63. Comprehensive review of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund 

Lresolution 1310 (XIII) of 10 December 195§/ 

At its thirteenth session, the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to 

appoint a panel of experts to undertake a comprehensive review of the system of 
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benefits and their present and future adequacy, the methods by which pensionable 

remuneration could be revised and the financial and technical bases of the UN Joint 

Staff Pension Fund. In conjunction with the executive heads of other member 

organizations and in cooperation with the Joint Staff Pension Board, the Secretary­

General was further requested to submit proposals for a8tion by the Assembly at 

its fifteenth session. 

The detailed report of the pension review group is contained in Doc. A/4427. 
The specific recommendations of the Secretary-General and the executive heads of 

other member organizations will be presented at a later date. 

64. Proposed amendments to certain provisions of the Pension Scheme Regulations 
of the International Court of' Justice /decision of the General Assembly of 
1 December 1959, see Doc. A/4297, paragraphs 3 and 1'[! 

The i\ssembly will be called upon to consider two matters relating to the 

regulations governing the pensions of members of the International Court of Justice. 

The first question concerns possible amendment of the regulations in such a manner 

that the award of a pension to a member who resigns from the Court after five years 

of service shall not depend on a discretionary decision of the Court, and the second 

relates to the amount and method of computing pensions of members of the Court who 

retire in the ordinary wny. 

A report by the Secretary-General in connection with this item is contained 

in Doc. A/4424. 

65. Report of the International Law Commission on the work of its twelfth session 

The International Law Commission held its twelfth session in Geneva from 

25 April to 1 July 1960. Its report (Doc. A/11425) reviews the work accomplished 

at that session. The rrain topics follow. 

Consular Intercourse and Immunities. A draft convention on consular inter­

course and irununities was one of 14 subjects selected by the Commission at its first 

session for codification. 

Jaroslav Zourek of Czechoslovakia, who was appointed Special Rapporteur for 

the topic in 1955, submitted his first report in 1957, but it was not until 1959 

that t:6e Commission drew up the first 19 articles of the proposed code. The 

Corrlllission then decided to give priority to completion of the first draft at its 

1960 session. 
In 1960 the Commission drew up an additional 46 articles and completed work 

on the convention -- which now consists of 65 articles, accompanied by commentaries. 
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The draft convention, which deals with the functions and privileges of career 

and honorary consuls, will be submitted to the forthcoming General Assembly for its 

information and, through the Secretary-General, to governments for their observations. 

In the light of these observations the Commission is expected to adopt a final draft 

next year. 

The convention is intended as a companion piece to the Commission's earlier 

draft convention on diplomatic intercourse and immunities, adopted in 1958, which 

is to be the subject of a plenipotentiary conference on diplomatic intercourse and 

immunities to be held in Vienna from 2 March to 14 April 1961. 

Ad Hoe Diplomacy. At its 1959 session the Commission decided to place this 

item on the agenda of its 1960 session and requested A.E.F. Sandstrom (Sweden), 

Special Rapporteur on diplomatic intercourse and immunities, to study the subject. 

In 1960 the Commission drew up three articles, with commentaries, on ad hoe 

diploreacy -- a term covering itinerant envoys, diplomatic conferences and special 

missions sent from one country to another to carry out specific assignments. 

The Commission agreed that these articles, with commentary, should be regarded 

as constituting only a preliminary survey, designed mainly to present certain ideas 

and suggestions that could be taken into account at the Vienna conference. 

State Responsibility. At its 1955 session the Commission appointed F.V. Garcia 

An:ador of Cuba as its Special Rapporteur on the subject of state responsibility, 

which comprises such questions as the nationalization of property and the responsi­

bility of a state for injuries caused in its territory to the person or property 

of aliens. 

In 1960 the Special Rapporteur submitted his fifth report on the question. 

The Commission decided to take up the subject at its 1961 session upon completion 

of its work on consular intercourse and immunities at that session. 

Progress of Other Work. Chapter IV of the report notes that the Commission 

requested the Secretariat to undertake a study of the question of the juridical 

regime of historic waters, including historic bays, and to extend the scope of its 

preliminary study in connection with the first United Nations Conference on the law 

of the Sea. 
The Commission designated Mr. Garcia Amador of Cubans its observer at the 

fourth session of the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee, to be held in 

Tokyo in February 1961. It notes that among the topics on the agenda of the session 

i s that of· state responsibility. 
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66. Question of the publica,tion of a United Nations juridica l yearbook: 
report by the Secretnry-General /resolution 1451 (XIV) of 7 Decer.1ber 195_2/ 

In 1958 tl1e Gene ral l\.s ser.ibly asked the Secretary-General to 1Jrepa re a report 

on the g_uestion of the publication of a UIJ juridical yea r book, includinc; the 

teclmica,l o.nd fino.ncio.l i r.iplications of s uch a project. 

f~t its 1959 session the AsseE1bly decided that a yea rbook which would include 

clocunent::-.ry n o.teri::il of o. l eE:;o.l churo.cter relatin13: to the Unite d Nations should. be 

publi shed. The Secreto.ry-Genero.l wo.s o.skec.1, o.s o. first step, to submit a report to 

the 1960 :\s seubly session containinc; a cle t o.ilecl outline of such o. yearbook. 

The report of the Secreto.r y -Gener o.l is contained in Doc. 11./4406 nncl Corr.l. 

67 . Diso.rr,1ouent nncl the s ituation wi th r egard to the fulfilnent of General 
J.:.sscnbl y r e solution lj'{b ( XIV) 0 1· 20 Hov e1:1ber 1959 on t he g_ues tion of 
clis:J.n::nnc::nt Liten 1Jroposed by the Soviet Unio~/ 

The Soviet Union, in subni ttinc; thi s i t e1;1 for the agenda (Doc. A/4385), 

reco.llecl that the .\ssenbly, on 20 Nove;;1ber 1959 , h ad unanir.1ously- adopted a resoluticn 

callinc; upon c;ove r1'nents to Ll'.lke every effort to achieve a constructive solution 

of the p robler.i of gene r a l and co1.1plet e c1.i sC1.r nm;1ent, "thus c;iving ground for the 

hope t hat concrete r esults would at long l a st be achieved in the s phere of 

cl i so.rr.10.nent ." 

In its ner.1ornr;dui.1, ti.1e Soviet Union so.id that it h acl no.de a subs t antial 

contribution to the c o.use of disa n10.111ent by putting into effect u a further L,aj or 

unila.teral r educt ion in its o.rr.1ed forces, cmounting to one-third. u In addition, 

the :oviet Union hC1.d "done everythine; possible to h elp to carry into effect the 

Generc.l fi.sser.1bly resolution on cliso.rnament o.nd to create a more -favorabl e str.iosphere 

for successful nee;otiC1.tions in the 10-nation disarmament cor;rr.1i ttee." 

Unfortunately, it added, the negotio.tions in the 10-nation cor;1Llittee had 

not justified the hopes placed in them. The reason, sai d the rnernorandw,1, was that 

the United 3tates uand the othe r We s t e rn powers, acting in concert, showed no 

clesire to cone to aesreei;1ent on the iL'lplenentation of any real measures of disarna­

nent. 11 'I·he 3ovi e t Union declared tha t it could not reconcile itself to use of the 

10-nation ccnr.1i ttee "as a screen to concea l the :policy of military preparations 

C1.nc1 intensifiecl r ea r r:ianent pursued by r:rili taristic circles in sor,1e Western coun­

tries," o.ncl so had broken off its participation in the 11 f ruitles s
11 

discussions. 

In bringing this iten to the United Nations,. the Soviet Union ;;_aid that it 

was still prepar ed to participate in negoti ations, but 11 of such a ldnd as to prornte 

the prc.ctical and fruitful exanination of the disan;mment probleE1, and not for i;1er e 

idle debate. 11 
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68. The problem of the I\.ustrian i;1inori ty in Italy [fter.1 proposed by i\ustri.'.:::7 

In a letter dated 23 June (Doc. A/4395), Austria asked for inclusion of this 

iten in the provisional afsenda. In the accompanying explanatory :raemoranduM, Austria 

declared that a peace treaty following '.-rorld War I "handed over to Italy the terri­

tory of what is today the province of Bozen, which had for centuries formed an 

integral part of Austria." This separation, said the mernorandmn, took place "against 

the express wish of the Austrian part of the population," which then forned 97 per 

cent of the total. 

'I'he r.1er.1orandum went on to say that Italian assurances of protection of the 

ethnic character of 11 South Tyrolrr and of autonoriiy for the territory were r.ot ful­

filled. Despite the agreement signed in 1946 between Austrian Foreign Minister 

Karl J. Gruber and Italian PreL1ier Alcide de Gasperi, the province of Bozen had 

been analr;mnated with the Italian Trentino into one autonomous region, in which 

the Italians had a two-thirds 1na jori ty. 

Considering that the United Nations rrcannot remain indifferent to the fate of 

ninori ties, 11 i\.ustria asked the General .Assembly 11 to consider the Austro-Italian 

dispute that has arisen fror:i Italy1 s refusal to grant autonomy to the province of 

Eozen and, in the spirit of the Cho.rter, to bring about a just settlement based on 

der.1ocratic principles, by which the ,\ustrian minority in Italy is conceded a true 

autonor.1y ... 11 

69. Suspension of nuclear and then1onuclear tests Litem proposed by IndiE:7 

In requestinc; inclusion of this i tera in the ae;enda (Doc. 1\/4414), India noted 

that the General nsser:ibly had considered the p;roblern at its last five sessions. 

Last year, the i\.ssembly had taken note of the negotiations in progress on this 

subject at Geneva and had expressed hope for an early agreer.1ent. It had also 

appec.led to the states tal~ing part in the Geneva talks to continue their present 

voluntary suspension of tests and had appealed to other states to desist from such 

tests. 
(' 

However, the Indian memorandum went on, proe;ress in the Geneva talks seemed 

to be less rapid than had been hoped for, and 111eanwhile the situation was growing 

worse. The growth of nuclear stockpiles, the development of new weapons, the pro-

gress made in the production of missiles and in launching satellites into outer 

space added to possible future tests 11 an additional dimension of dnne;er.
11 

ItloreoYer, 

the mei:iorandur:1 observed, the number of countries possessing nuclear weapons had 

increased. and tests had taken place, in spite of the Gener.:11 l\.ssembly
1 

s appeal. 
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There was every possibility that still more countries might be in a position to 

manufacture and to test nuclear weapons. 

In these circumstances, India considered it urtsent that an agreement be 

reached on cessation of tests, to which all countries would adhere. India's view 

was that a renewed appeal should be addressed to the powers taking part in the 

Geneva talks to 11 redouble 11 their efforts to reach agreement, and that the A.sser:1bl::l 

should call upon all states to desist fro1:1 the testing of nuclear weapons. 

70, Treatment of people of Indian origin in the Union of South Africa: 
report by the Goverm:1ent of India litem proposed by Indi~/ 

71. Treatr.1ent of people of Inda-Pakistan origin in the Union of South Africa 
/item proposed. by Pakistan/ 
Iter.1s 70 and 71 both apply to the so.ne question, which has been before the 

Generai ' ·r.SSel-.ibly~s~nhes194G uncle r the ·11co..din[; 6.s worded in i teL1 70. .'i.t the last 

session, the Assembly noted that India and Pakistan had reiterated their readiness 

to enter into necotiations with the South African Government on the matter, but 

that the South i\frican Governnent had not replied to their conm1unications. The 

Assenbly appealed to the South African Government to enter into negotiations with 

India and Pakistan, and invited the parties to report, jointly or separately, to 

the :lssenbly recardinG any progress which 1:1ight be i:-1ade. The ./\sseL1bly also invited 

r.1er.1ber states to use their good offices, as appropriate, to bring about negotiations. 

On 20 July, both India (Doc .• 1\/4416) .and Pakistan (Doc. A/4417) requested 

inclusion of the i te1:i in the agenda of the forthcor:ling session. Both countries 

stated, in their explanatory mer.1orandums, that they had addressed communications 

to the South !.frican Government expressine readiness to enter into negotiations. 

However, they had received no response, beyond aclmowledgeraent of receipt of the 

cor:imunications, and they were not aware of any steps taken by any member states in 

accordance with the Assembly's invitation to states to use their good offices. 

72. Question of Alp;eria /Item proposed by Afghanistan, Burma, Ceylon, Ethiopia, 
Federation of Malaya,-Ghana, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, 
Laos, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Morocco, l\Jepal, PakistaE;, Philippines, Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan, Tunisia, United Arab Republic and Yeme~/ 

In their explanatory memorandum (Doc. A/4418), the 25 sponsoring delegations 

recalled that this question had been on the agenda at each session of the General 

Assenbly since 1955. They noted that the resolution considered by the Assembly 

last year -- which would have had the nssembly "recognize the right of the Algerian 

lf d t · t · d the holdi' ng of pourparlers with a view to people to se - e err:una ion, an urge 

arriving at a peaceful solution on the basis of the right to self-determination" 

had failed by a narrow margin to obtain the required two-thirds majority in the 

Assenbly in the vote on the text as a whole. 
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The failure of this resolution was "unfortunate;" the memorandum declared. 
11The situation in Algeria today continues to cause deep concern," embittering 

international relations and increasing international tensions. It constituted a 

threat to the peace of the world; the nen1orandum said. 

Recently there had been some prospect of pourparlers between the two parties 

concerned; it went on. m1ile the sponsoring delegations hoped that all impediments 

would disappear and that negotiations would take place at an early date, on the 

basis of the right of the Algerian people to self-deten;1ination, they felt that 

the situation must continue to engage the attention of the United Nations until a 

peaceful solution in conformity with the Charter was reached. 

73. Question of race conflict in South Africa resulting from the policies 
of apartheid of the Governri1ent of the Union of South i\.frica / i tern proposed 
by Afghanistan, Brazil; Burmo., Cambodia, Ceylon, Cuba, Denmark~ Ethiopia, 
Federation of Malaya, Ghana, Guinea; llaiti, Iceland, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Japan, Jordan , Laos, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Morocco, 
Nepal, Norway, Pakistan, Panar,1a, Philippines, Saudi J\.rabia, Sudan, Sweden, 
Thailand, Tunisia, United J\.rab Republic, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen and 
Yugoslavi~7 

Iceland and El Salvador later joined the sponsors, making a total of 42 

(Docs. A/4419 and Corr.l and Adds . 1 and 2). 

This item has been before the General Assembly since 1952. In submitting 

it for the agenda again this year, these delegations said that, in spite of past . 

Assembly appeals that the South J\.frican Government "reconsider goverm1ental policies 

which ir.1pair the right of all r acial e;roups to enjoy the some fundm:1ental rights 

and freedo1,1s," additional discriminatory measures had been put into effect and the 

system of apartheid "intens ified and extended." 

The "r.iounting tension and bitterness" between racial groups in South Africa 

had culminated in the past year in 11 acts of violent repression, 11 they said in thei r 

menorandur,.1. 11 At a time when l a r ge areas of J\.frica are rapidly er.Jergine; into 

independent nationhood," the racial policies of the South African Goverm1ent, 

"amounting to a mass denial of human rights," constituted a continuing violation 

of the Charter, th~y asserted. 

In these circumstances, they felt that the Assembly should talrn up the 

natter once again, with a view to making II appropriate recor.u:iendations • 
11 

* * -l(-
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IT3HS ON SUPPL::]CiiT,\RY LIST (Doc. A/4450) 

l. Prevention of the wider disserilination of nuclear weapons [f ten 
proposed by Irelan~/ 

In considering this r.1atter last year, also at the request of Ireland, the 

General 11.sser.1bly adopted a resolution 11 recoc;nizing that the danger now exists tb.2.-:. 

cm increase in the nur,1ber of states possessinG nuclear weapons r.1ay occur, aggra­

vatinc; internGtiornil tension and the difficulty of maintaining world peace and 

thus renc1ering 1:1ore difficult the attainment of general disarrimi:;1ent agreement. 11 

The _·_ssernbly suc;gested that the 10-nation cornmi ttee on disarmament consider 

appropriate means, including the feasibility of an international agreement, subjec~ 

to inspection and control, 11whereby the powers producine; nuclear weapons would 

refrain fror.1 handing over the control of such weapons to any nation not possessi~g 

ther.1 and whereby the powers not possessine; such weapons would refrain froi:;1 1;ianu­

fa.cturing them. 11 

Irelancl, subnittine; the iteu for the a13:enda a13:ain this year (Doc. 11./4434), 

ex1Jressecl belief that "in the light of subsequent developments" the General 

I,scenbly would wish to consicler further "this important and urgent question. 11 

2. Land reforr.1 [[ten proposed by Cub.'.:/ 

On l 7 I\.ugust, Cuba requested inclusion of this item in the ae;enda (Doc. 

A/4439). The accOL1panying explanatory memorandum pointed out that the itei;1 had 

nppeared in the a[;enda of a rnrr:1ber of General i\ssembly sessions in the past, 

al thouch not since 1954. This i;1atter, 11 which is so essential for the economic 

development of the underdevelopecl countries, 11 had not, said the m2morandum, been 

given the attention it deserved by the J\sseri1bly. 

"In view of the importance to the underdeveloped countries of the trans­

forr.10.tion of their agrarian structure, 11 the Revolutionary Governli1ent of Cuba 

believed, it said, that the General ll.ssei;1bly would wish to consider again "this 

vitally inportant question 11 at the forthcoming session. 

3, 1\ctions on the regional level with a view to improving good-neighborly 
relations ar:ong :Zuropean States having different social and political syster.15 

L_i ter.1 proposed by Ror:i.ani~/ 

In subnitting this item for the agenda on 18 J.ugust (Doc. A/4440)> Romania 

l)Ointed out that :=urope had been "the starting point of the two world wars which 

caused so r.mch suffering to nankind during the last 50 years." Consolidation of 

(nore) 
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peace in Europe was a problem of great ir.1portance for assuring peace and security in 

the world as a whole, and it was in the interest of all peoples to 11 initiate concrete 

actions aimed at ir.1proving the relations nr.1ong ~uropean States with different social 

and political systems. rr 

To achieve this goal, said the memorandur.1, it would be of importance if the 

governments concerned would pled5e to refrain fror.1 11violence or other aggressive 

acts" in their relations and from any action which might hamper the development of 

friendly relations. Also, the governr,1ents concerned could initiate talks for 

rer.Joval of causes that might crea te tension between them and for the settle1;1ent of 

outstanding issues, and could sign ''treaties of understanding and collaboration. rr 

4. Measures designed to pronote among youth the ideas of peace, r.mtual 
respect and understanding between peoples Li tern proposed by Romani~/ 

Submitting this item on 18 August (Doc. A/4442), Ronania pointed out that 

"the outcoi.1e of the efforts to save succeeding generations from the scourge: of war 

largely depends on the spirit in which the youth, called tomorrow to lead the 

society, is brought up today." 

'Ihe furthering by all available neans of the ideas of peaceful coexistence, 

coupled with the condemnation of racial and national intolerance and hatred, of 

"militarist-revengeful spirit" and of any form of war propaganda, would undoubtedly 

have a beneficial influence on the youne; generation, the uenorandUr.J went on. 

The General Assembly, it said, should e;ive careful attention to this probler.1, 

recoL1mending that governments concern ther.1sel ves with it, and taking measures, in 

cooperation with the specialized agencies, particularly the United Nations Educational, 

Social and Cultural Organization, to assist national efforts. 11 The drafting of an 

international convention providing that all educational proe;rai:is be directed tcward 

international :peace and understandin[s seems particularly desirable, 11 the rner.10randum 

stated. 

5, Appeal for maximum support to efforts of newly emerging States for 
strengthening their independence Litem proposed by Czechoslovaki~/ 

Czechoslovakia subnitted this item for the agenda on 19 l\.ugust (Doc. A/4443), 

stating that, 11 as a result of the national liberation struggle of the colonial 

nations, the entire i:olbnial system has reached a stage of rapid disintegration." 

l1any new states were joining the f amily of independent nations. However, in the 

process of acquiring independence, the newly emerging states had to overcome various 

difficulties and obstacles of political, economic and social character. 

(r,1ore) 



- 46 - Press Release GA/1990 
l September 1960 

In sm1e cases, it was stated, the sovereign rights of countries which had 

already acquired independence were "curtailed by various political and military 

cor.n:1i tnents inposed on the1;1 by the forr.ier colonial powers . " The memorandur.1 gives 

as an example the Republic of the Congo which, faced with armed intervention of 

the fon:i.er colonial power," had been "cor.1pelled to seek assistance from the 

Security Council of the United Nations. 11 In alr::ost all cases, the mer.1orandur.1 went 

on, the colonial powers tried to maintain political, military and economic influence 

in the newly er.1erc;inc; states by means of 11 unequal agreements," and various conditions 

and "by forcing these states to participate in various economic and political 

groupings as well as by establishing military bases in their territories." 

Czechoslovakia considered this situation contrary to the Charter, and 

expressed the view that the United Nations should give attention to the matter and 

should "adopt raeasures capable of ensuring a smooth transition of the new states 

to independence .•. " 

It was desirable, the memorandum stated, that "the governments of all coun­

tries help these states to liquidate the sad heritage of colonialism and grant then 

over-all assistance without any conditions attached and on the principle of 

equality." 

6. The question of Tibet LI tern proposed by the Federation of Malaya and 
by Thailan.Ql 

The two states, requesting on 19 !~ugust the inclusion of this item in the 

ac;enda of the General Assembly (Doc. 1\./4444), recalled the resolution adopted by 

the Assembly on this question last year which called for "respect for the funda­

nental human rights of the Tibetan people and for their distinctive cultural and 

religious life." 

:Cespite this "solemn appeal, 11 they said, the fundamental hwnan rights of the 

Tibetan people 11 continue to be systematically disregarded" and the situation in 

Ti bet today "remains a source of grave concern." The two states, 11 deeply convinced 

that the United Nations has an obligation and duty to address itself once again to 

this question," were req_ues-t;ing inclusion of the item in the agenda. They hoped 

that renewed consideration of the matter would "pave the way for the restoration 

of the religious and civil liberties of the Tibetan people." 

(more) 
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7, The problem of Mauritani a {item proposed by Morocc9.../ 

On 20 f,.ugust, Morocco req_uested inclusion of this i ter.1 in the agenda 

(Doc. A/4445). 

It stated, in its explanatory meL10randum, that "France has not denied 

reports that it would soon grant 'independence to Mauritania,' thus attempting 

to sanction at the national and international levels the final separation of this 

region from the rest of Moroccan territory. 11 

The memorandur.1 went on to say tha~ Horocco, "faced with the i mpossibility of 

resolving the frontier problen through bilateral negotia,tions, 11 inasr.mch as France 

had "rejected the Moroccan claims in advance," and also faced with "the threat of 

a fait accompli, 11 was bringing this item to the General f.ssembly in the hope that 

a peaceful solution could be found within the framework of the United Nations. 

8. The menace to world peace created by aggressive actions of the 
United 5tates of l\i~erica against the Union of Soviet Soci alist Republics 
Liten proposed by the Soviet UnioE_/ 

On 20 August, the Soviet Union requested inclusion of this item in the 

agenda (Doc. ti./4446), declaring that the United States Government, "ignoring the 

purposes and principles of the United Nations, is continuing to pursue its policy 

of sendine; its military aircraft into the airspace of the Soviet Union." 

The ner,1orandum described the U-2 incident of 1 May 1960 and the RB-47 

incident of 1 July 1960. It said that these United States military planes had 

violated the state fronti ers and state sovereignty of the Soviet Union and had 

cmmai tted II direct acts of age;ression. 11 

The memorandum went on to say that the "gravity" of the situation was 

increased further by the fact that the United States was continuing to use 

military bases it had set up on the territory of other countries which are its 

allies "for the purpose of its dangerous acts of provocation ago.inst the Soviet 

Union. 11 These countries, by permitting the use of their territory, were thus 

"participants in the aggressive acts," the memorandum asserted. 

In bringing this item to the General fl.ssembly, the Soviet Union hoped that 

the fl.ssembly would consider the matter '\rith all seriousness" and would take. 

"appropriate measures." For, if these "aggressive and provocative actions," and 

Were not brourrht to an end, there might be "g·rave the policy they reflected a 

consequences for the peace of the world." 

(more) 
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9, The question of Hunga ry [item p roposed by the United States of flmeric~_7 

On 20 ~ugustJ the United States r e quested inclusion of this item in the 

ac;enda (Doc . ,\/4447). 

In its explanatory r;1eri:orandurnJ the United States reca lled that the General 

,\ssenbl y J at its fourteenth session) h ad requested Sir Le slie l\lunro (Hew Zealand): tr:e 

L'N Sfeciol Representative en the q~estion of Hungary ) to continue his efforts and 

had called Ul)On the Soviet Union and " the present authorities in Hungary" to 

cooperate with hir.1. In 1\pril of thi s yearJ .3i r Leslie had nnnounced that his 

efforts to consult with Sovi et and Hunc;arian authorities h ad been rejected. 

In these circunstcmces J and in absence of any indicati on that the Soviet 

and Hun13arian authorities we re prepared to cooperate with 3ir LeslieJ the United 

States sai d it believed that the United ·IJations should consider further the 

question of Hungary at the forthcoi;1in13 session. 

10. Draft recla r ation on the IU~ht of I\.sylum L2conor.1ic and Social Council 
resolution 772 E (XXX}/ 

'I'he resolution adcpted by the Economic and Social Council transr,1i tted to 

the General .,-\ss e1:1bly for its consideration the draft decla r a tj_on prepared by the 

Cor:uiss i on on Hunan Ri ghts J t ogether with the records of t h e discussions and the 

coi:-:ments received from Q;overnnents. 

The draft declaration) nnnexed to a rner;1orandum by the Secretary-General on 

this question (roe . li/4452 nnd .,\dd.l)J contains five articles . .l\raong them is one 

providinc; that " asylum granted by a stat eJ in the exerci se of its sovereignty, to 

persons entitled t o invoke ,\.rticle 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

shall be respecte d by all other states. 11 

1\.rticle 1 4 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rie;hts provides that 
11 (1) Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asyluri1 from 

persecution; (2) This risht may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions 

c;enuinel y arisinc; from nonpolitical crirc1es or from acts contrary to the purposes 

nnd principles of the United Hations. 11 

11. Hain trends of inquiry in the natural sci ences, disseraination of scientific 
lmouled~e nnd applica tion of such lmowledge for peaceful ends LEconomic 
nnd Social Council r esolution ~04 B (XXXl/ 

I n Ilovember 1958 ) the General I\.ssernbly adopted a resolution requesting tha t 

o. survey be r;iade on this subject and on the steps which might be taken by the 

Unitecl IJationsJ the specialized agencies and the Inte rnational ~tomic Energy I\gency 

toward encouragine; the concentration of efforts on the rn.os t urgent problems. 

(more) 
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The survey (Docs. E/3362 and Corr .l and Add.l) came before the 3conomic and · 

Social Council at its 1960 surmner session. The Council, in this resolution, 

t ransmitted the survey to the General Asseii1bly and decided, subject to any action 

which the General Assembly might wish to take, to give detailed consideration to 

the survey next year. 

A memorandum by the Secretary-General (Doc. A/4461) relates to the matter. 

12. Question of the composition of the Trusteeship Council Litem proposed 

by the Secretary-Genera!/ 

Article 86 of the Charter sets out the composition of the Trusteeship Council 

as follows : United nations members administerincs trust territories, permanent 

cenbers of the Security Council, and as many other nonadministering members elected 

by the General Assembly for three-year terms as a re required to ensure on the 

Council an equal number of countries which administer trust territories and of 

those which do not. 

Mer:ibers of the Council on 1 January were: 

Australia, Belgium, France, Italy, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and 

the United States (adrainistering members); 

China and the Soviet Union (permanent members of the Security Council not 

aclr.1inistering trust territories); 

Bolivia, Burma, India, Paraguay and the United Arab Republic (elected non-

adninistering me1abers). 

The explanatory memorandum submitted with this item pointed out that on 

27 April 1960, upon the attainment of independence by the trust territory of 

Togoland under French administration (now the Republic of Togo), France ceased 

to administer any trust territory. However, as a permanent member of the Security 

Council, France remained a member of the Trusteeship Council. 

J\lso, on l July 1960, upon the attainment of independence by the trust 

territory of Somaliland (now the Republic of Somalia), Italy ceased to administer 

any trust territory and was no longer a member of the Trusteeship Council· 

Thus, said the memorandum, the Trusteeship Council ,ms now "not c0Ii1posed 

in accordance with the provisions" of J\rticle 86 of the Charter. 

The matter had been discussed by the General J\ssembly last year, the 

r.:ernorandum noted. The changes in the composition of the Council which had occurred 

since then required that the_ Assembly review the Iiiatter again at this session in 

the light of the provisions of the Charter. 




