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CONTINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION ON EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN

Mrs, POPOVA (Union of Sovict Socialist Republics) gave a detailed account
of the ecducational opportunitics granted to women by the Constitution of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Tho Constitution established a scven year schooling for men and women
alike and grantcd spccial subsidics to that effect. As a result of the changes
in the cducational system of the country, there were no illiterate women in
the Union of Sovict Socialist Republics, while the census of 1897 showed that
88 pcr cent of the women were then illiterate.

" The docroc of 16 July 1946 introduccd a system of scparate sccondary
cducation for boys and girls with a view to adapting ecducation to the
roquirements of the two sexes and creatod industrial schools with free food,
sheltor and clothing. o

The budget of 1946 provided 40 billion rubles for education, which figure
was 146 times higher than that alloted by the Tsarist Govornment.

There wore at prcsent 170,000 schools in the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics attended by 17 million childreon., The number of sccondary schools had
risen from 1,900 to 12,000 in the rcecent ycars. All ethnical groups composing
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics were allowed to study in their own
tongucs,

The prOSGnt five-year plan provided for furthcr improvements, notably
by a plan to incrcasc the number of primary and secondary schoolé to 193,000
by 1950.

Women have full rights to attond institutions of highcr learning., Between
1917 and 1927 women represented 27 per cent of the university students. In
1946, 50 por cont of the university students were women. During tho first
five-ycar plan, therc wore 173,000 women graduates from the universitics and
243,000 from training schools. Sciontific academics were attonded by 43,000
vomen., ,

Mrs, Popova procceded to rcview the situation in other countries, notabl
in Iatin Amcrica and Turkéy.

In the Latin American countrics, although women officially had full
access to cducation, such acccss was in. fact reserved to a certain economic
class, In Cuba, only 33 per cont of the women atténded school. In Colombia
there were in all 100 university women students. In Venczuela, out of 176, 00!
students, therc werc only 163 women.

She furthor stated that in Turkey, 92 por cent of the Women Werc
illiterate and some 30,000 villages had no schools at all.

She proposcd that aftor a detailed discussion of the educational status
of women in the various countries the commission should present appropriate
recommendations to the Economic and Social Council.
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The CHAIRMAN wolcomcd Mrs, Popova's statement, which constituted an
answer to the questionnaire to which the Government of the Union of the
Sovict Socialist Republics had not roplied, but obscrved that the members

of the Commission werc not bound to give an account of the educational status

of women in their rcspcctive countries. The Commission, composed of fiftcon

members only, reproscnted the Economic and Social Council and “he United Nations
as a whole, and studics on the cducaticnal facilities in the countrics which
the Commission rcprescnted would nocessarily be incomplote.

Mrs., URDANETA (Venezuela), in rcply to Mrs, Popova's sta{oment
conéerning the cducational opportunities for women in South Amerieca, wished to
provide certain figures and statistical data in regard to her own country.

The Venczuclan Constitution guarantced frec cducation to men and women
alike, 70 por cent of the attondance in somc schools was feminine. Therc
were 51 por ccent of women tcachers in secondary schools and 30 per cent 1n
schools of highor cducation., '

Women occupled posts in tho diplomatic and consular services as well
ag in all the civil scrvices of the State.

Mrs, COSMA (Syria), Rapportcur, wishcd to correct cortain statcments
madc the previous day concerning women's cducational status in Egypt. In hor
opinion, these statcments worc greatly cxaggerated. She had first-hand
information gathered during her visits of women's educational institutions of
that country. At lcast 20 per cont of the women werc literatc in 1945; that |
figurc was now probably 25 per cent or over., Elementary cducation was
compulsory both for boys and girls, and the curriculum as comprehensive as
that of any other country., All education Was.free. In secondary schools,
girls worc taught domostic arts over and above the ordinary school programme.

If that cducational programme was not ycot fully implcemented, the reason
lay in the difficulties encountercd by the countries of the Near East whose
efforts in recent ycars had been dirccted to the achicvement of their
cmancipation. Thesc countries, however, were not governed by the Islamic
Law of the Koran as had been implied, although the Koran did not discriminate
between men and women in the field of cducation but on the contrary stressecd
the nced of equal educational opportunitics for both sexes.

Mrsg, LEDON (Mexico) likewisc observed that Mrs. Popova's statements
concerning women's cducational status in Iatin America were grcatly
exaggerated, Theore was no educational discrimination in ILatin America cxcept
in two countrics and that oniy with regard to standards of admission to
schools, If the percentage of educated women was rolatively low, it was a
conscquence of the denial cof civic and political rights to women. Some

countrics werc morc backward, whereas in others, Uruguay far instance, therc

were no illiteratc women.
/With regard
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With rcgard to her own country, Mrs. Ledon statcd that the University of
Mcxico did not discriminate botween men and women students. -

In conclusion, she remarkcd that criticisms of the situwation in
Iatin American countrics should takc the form not of indictments but rather
that of helpful suggestions,

Bogum HAMID ALI (India), whilo admitting that women's education left
much to be desired in the Arab countrics, fully concurrcd in Mrs, Cosmo's
statements with rcgard to Egypt. Her own country had grantcd full rights
to women, both in cducational and othor fields, and India now had women
Ambassadors, Cabinct Ministers, and other high women officials.

Mrs, PEKTAS (Turkey), in roply td the refercncc made to her country by
the represontative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, stated that
Turkcy was one of the first countrics in the Ncar East to grant political
rights to women, A five-ycar primary education was compulsory for boys and
girls and cducation was frcc in all grades.

If in the rural districts cducation was still somewhat backward, the
reason lay in the difficulty in finding teachers for highly scattored rural
arcas, Even that situation was being successfully dealt with at the present
timec,

Mrs, STREET (Australia) said that at that stage a goncral discussion was
loss helpful than the consideration of specific itcms and proposed that the
Commission should decal with the noxt item on the agenda..

Mrs. URALOVA (Byeclorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) stated that the
figurcs she had givon the previous day were percentages of the total female
populations of the countrics concerned and not percentages of age groups and
that she had had no intention of being critical but msrely wished to help the
Commission,

A short discussion arosc as to whother the Commission should procecd With
the noxt item on the agenda, or hecar the statecment by the roprescntative of
the 110, Mrs. Popova wishing that the general discussion of principles should
Iroccede the considération of details,

A votc was taken by show of hands and it was decided to hear the statcment

by the rcprescntative of IIO. .
Miss FAIRCHILD (International Labour Organization), in proscnting the IIO's

1947 report to the‘United Nationss gave a detailed account of theupurposes-and.

activitios of that spccializcd agency and called attention to the prolonged
cfforts it had madc to have its recommendations considercd by the Governments.
She reviewed the various resolutions of the IO and the Conventions which
dealt with probloms of matcrnity, equality of wages, and the welfarc of women
gonorally, such as the abolition of exploitative conditions of work, the
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providing of cmployment opportunities, ctc. She montioncd in particular the
Vhite Load Convention of 1921, the Night Work Conventioﬁ and Recommendations
of 1919 and 1934 and the Underground Work on Coal Minecs Convention of 1935.

To obtain practical rcsults, cvery Convention signcd represented in
fact a compromise betwecn the idecal principles to be promoted and the measurcs
capablc of implemcntation by the Governments, '

She also called the Commission's attontion to the development of regional
conforonces, such as wore held in Sen Diego, Havana, Mexico City, Now Delhi,
and Istanbul.

In conclusion, she exprossed the hope that the Commission would participatc
in the Intcrnational Lebour Conforence of 1948, and espocially requested the
Comission’s advicc on the question of the rights of mothers and the problems
of women who had to carry the doublc responsibility of outside employment and
home and family carc, '

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m,






