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CONFERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT

The. Conference of the Committee on Disarmament today held its
773rd plenary meeting at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, under the chairmanship of
Mr. F. Jimenez Ddvila, representative of Argentina. '

The representative of the Union of Scviet Socialist Republics
(H.E. Ambassador V,I. Likhatchev) made a statement on the question of the
comprehensive:programme of disarmament, in which he recalled that in February 1977
the USSR had submitted to the Committee for its consideration the memorandum of
the Soviet Union on questions ending the arms race and of disarmament (CCD/522),
and had proposed that it should be used as one of the basic documents for the-
preparation of the comprehensive programme of disarmament.

The representative of the USSR noted the efforts being made by the socialist
countries members of the Committee to contribute further to the preparation of
that programme, and submitted to the Committee on Disarmament for its
consideration a working paper on the comprehensive programme of disarmament
(CCD/552), which had been co-sponsored by the People's Republic of Bulgaria, the
Czechoslowvak Socialist Republic, the German Democratic Republic, the Hungarian
People's Republic, the Mongolian Pecple's Republic, the Polish People's Republic
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics., In submitting that document to the
Committee on Disarmament for consideration, he pointed out that it consisted of
three sections, devoted respectively to: 1. Fundamental purposes and principles
whigh should serve as guidance in disarmament matters; 2, Specific disarmament
measures in all possible areas; 3. Machinery for disarmament negotiations,

In commenting on the various sections of the document, Ambassador Likhatchev
stressed that the principal and ultimate objective of States in the field of
disarmament was general and complete disarmament under strict international
control. The relaxation of international tension at the political level should be
accompanied and strengthened by military détente., Concrete partial measures aimed
at limiting the arms race, reducing armaments and achieving disarmament had an- -

important role to play as stages on the road to general and complete disarmament.
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The USSR representatlve empha51zed that measures to curb the arms race and

A . e AR AP S S

bring about disarmement should be based 1n ar alia on cértaln 1mportant principles
such as the principle of not impairing the interests of any of the parties to
agreements; the abandbnment Qf attempts to obtain unilateral advantages; the
universal affirmation and developmgnt of the principle of “he non-use of force in.
international relationss; participation in negotiations —~— and in the agreements

elaborated — by as many States as possible, and in particular by the nuclear

Powers and States possessing the most powerful weapons and armed forces, as well . . -

as other principles.

Referring to concrete disarmament measures within the framework of  the
progrémme; Ambassador V.I. Likhatchev recalled recent proposals made by the
Soviet Union in the field oi nuclear disarmament, and emphasized the need for the
simultaneous cessation of the production by all States of nuclear weapons =—- of
any éuch weapons, whether atomic, hydrogen or neutron bombs or missiles, At the
same time, the hucleér Powers could undertake to start the gradual reduction of
existing stockpiles of such weapons and move towards their complete, total
destruction. He also listed the specific measures that should be included in a
comprehenéive programme, in respect of other types of weapons of mass destruction,
conventional weapons, and regional disarmament, and also touched upon the
question of the machinery for disarmament negotiations.

The representative of the USSR expressed the hope that the working paper
submitted on the comprehensive programme of disarmament, as well as the
Soviet Union's memoranduﬁ on questions of ending the arms race and of disarmament,
would be used together with other proposals, as the basis for the preparation of
a comprehensive programme of disarmament.

The representative of the Mongolian People's Republlc,

Ambassador D. Erdembileg, devoted his statement mainly to the question of halting
the nuclear arms race and achieving nuclear disarmament.

After stating that the agreement between the USSR and the United States of
lmerica on the prevention of nuclear war was important from the standpoint of
forestalling the emergence of a fisk of nuclear conflict, the representative of
Mongélia observed that the conclusion of a similar agreement between the other
nuclear Powers would be in the general interests of the consolidation of peace and

international security.
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Ambassador Erdembiléeg stressed that, in the whole matter of nuclear
disarmament, the main requirement was still the indispensable participation of
all nuclear-weapon States., He went on to say that a constructive contribution to
that cause would be made if States that were powerful in the military and economic
sense were also to assume an undertaking, either unilaterally or bilaterally, to
help in averting the threat of nuclear war.

Attaching great importance to the new Soviet proposals for an agreement on
the simultaneous cessation by all States of the manufacture of nuclear weapons,
and for the adoption of measures to reduce existing stockpiles of such weapons
and move towards their complete destruction, he expressed the hope that other
nuclear Powers and States with a large military potential would respond favourably
to that call, so that the threat of nuclear war could be eliminated by a collective
effort.

He also pointed out that the Mongolian People's Republic, like the other
gocialist countries, had from the very outset advocated the general and complete
cessation of nnclear-weapon tests, since it believed that that was the only
approach which would make it possible to put an end to the gqualitative improvement
of nuclear weapons and to prevent the emergence of new types of such weapons.

In that connexion, the Ambassador of Mongolia drew attention to the
importance of adopting a timely decision on the practical implementation of the
new proposals by the Soviet Union for the mutual renunciation of the production
of the neutron bomb and the declaration of a moratorium on nuclear explosions for
peaceful purposes.

Ambassador Erdembileg said that Mongolia had attached and continued to attach
the greatest importance to the strengthening of the régime for the
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, to the successful conclusion as soon as
possible of the talks on the limitation of strategic offensive weapons, and to the
reaching of agreement on the renunciation of the development of new types and
systems of weapons of mass destruction.

He also observed that measures which contributed to the limitation of the
arms race included efforts to establish nuclear-weapon-free zones and zones: of
peace in various regions of the world and to reach agreement on the complete

demilitarization of the sea-bed and the ocean floor. He referred, too, to the need
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for a positive solution, as soon as possible, of the guestion of the elimination
of chemical weapon~ of mass destruction from the arsenals of States, which would
represent a genuine step towards disarmament. -

The representative of the Mongolian People's Republic stated that the special
éess%on of the United Nations General Assembly could fulfil its function
succéésfully only if all States, large and small, displayed the necessary
political will and the determination to contribute to negotiations on disarmament
and to the achievement of positive results in that vitally important field. It
would then become a broad.intermational forum capable of promoting concreté
discussion both of fundamental principles and objectives and of the main areas
for priority efforts by States with regard to the halting of the arms race and to
disarmament. From that point of view, the special session might be of value also
with respect to the preparations for the convening of the most comprehensive and
authoritative international forum -~ a world disarmament conference. '

He also remarked that, with its solid working experience, the Conference of
the Committee on Disarmament — an independent, multilateral negotiating body —-
would contribute to the constructive efforts of other forums dealing with the many
urgenﬁ problems of disarmament.

With regard to a gquestion vwhich was now frequently being raised in the
Committee with the clear aim of achieving a fundamental reorganization of its
structure,. Ambassador Erdembileg stated that that was a matter which should be
approached with al.. due seriousness and ta..ing political rea’ities fully into
account. Review of the institution of the co-chairmanship of the Conference of
the Committee on Disarmament touched directly upon the fundamental principles on
which the activities of that authoritative and viable organ were based.

The "Schedule of CCD Meetings for Spring Session" (ccD/551) was circulated.

The delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics introduced a
"Working paper on the comprehensive programme of disarmamenﬂ‘(CCD/SSZ), which was
co-gponsored by the delegations of the People's Republic of Bulgaria, the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the German Democratic Republic, the Hungarian
People's Republic, the Mongelian Pecple's Republic and the Polish People's
Republic.

The next plenary meeting of the Conference will be held on
Thursday, 23 February 1978, at 10,30 a.m.
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Mr. LIKHATCHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translated

from Russian): Pursuant to the resolution of the thirty-second session of

the United Nations General Assembly (32/80), the Committee on Disarmament

at this spring session is continuing work on the question of elaborating a
comprehensive programme of disarmament. Both in plenary and at its informal
meetings the Committee will have to examine questions of the better
organization of its future work and towcontinue the examination of the
substance of the problem. In the ncar future the Committee will establish
an ad hoc working group end define its mandate, so that the examination of
the -problem will enter a new phase, the phase of detailed elaboration of the
comprehensive programme of disarmament. '

In the course of recent years, particulafly in 1977, the Committee devoted
a great deal of attention to the solution of this problem. Distinguished
representatives will probably recall that, in the course of the spring and
summer sessions, approaches were made to the examination of the substance of
the problem, and a number of delegations submitted working papers and proposals
on the comprehensive programme of disarmament.

Realizing the importance of this task, the Soviet delegation in
February 1977 submitted to the Committee for its consideration the Memorandum
of the Boviet Union on questions of ending the arms race and disarmament
(ccp/522), and suggested that it should be used as one of the basic documents
in the preparation of the comprehensive programme of disarmament.

This proposal is justificd by the fact that the Memorandum is a major
complex document containing a detailed programme of disarmament measures which
are the most topical now and for the future. The Memorandum contains specific
suggestions by the Soviet Union on the areas in which efforts to control the
arms race should first be concentrated, on how, from a practical standpoint,
the most important problems in the field of disarmament could be solved or
begin to be solved, and what should be done for this purpose having regard to

the objective of general and complete disarmament.
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(Mr. Likhatchev, USSR)

The Soviét Unioh and other socialist countries members of the Committee
on Disarmament, codsidering the task of ending the arms race and of .
disarmament to be one of the most importaﬁt and urgent in the world today,
are not only taking new initiatives in this field and engaging in specific
negetiations, but also attach great attention to the question of elaborating
the comprehensive programme of disarmament.

Seeking to make another contribution to the premaration of such a
programme, seven soclalist countries are today submitting to the Committee for
consideration a working paper on the comprehensive programme of disarmement
(CCD/552).  This document is co-sponsored by the People's Republic of Bulgaria,
the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the Germdn Democratic Republic, the Humparian
People's Rgpublic, thé Mongolian People's Republic, the Polish People's
Republic, and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

This dbcumenf is based onkthe proposals pregented by these countries in
Septembef 1977 to the Preparatory Committee for the special gsession of the
Tnited ﬁations General Assembly on disarmament as well as on the proposals,
particularly in the field of nuclear disarmament, which have been submitted
during the past three or four months. '

It sgems that, at this'stage of our work, there is no need to dwell in
detail on the provisions,of this programme and on its justification. This will
be done in the near futufe,p and will be the subject of our negotiations in the
ad hoc working grcup. Nevertheless, we would like to prescat some clarifications
of this document.

Thé spohsors of the working paper proceed ffom'the premise that the
compreﬁénsiﬁe programme of disarmament should, fifstly, define the fundamental
pUrpOSes and principles which must serve as the”guidelinés in disarmament matters
and this is‘brécisely what is done in the first section of theé working paper;
secondly,‘;t should provide for specific disarmament measures in all possible
areas -- as described in the second section of the documént; and finally, the
programme should obviously contain basic‘bréviSions dealing with formg of and
machinery for negotiations —— and these are set out in the third section of the

working paper.
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(Mr. Likhatchev, USSR)

The gist of each of the sections is as follows.

Fundamental purposes and principles:

The principal and ultimate objective of the efforts of States in the field
of disarmament is general and complete disarmament under strict international
control; -

The political relaxation of international tension should be accompanied
and strengthened by military détente;

Specific partial measures aimed at limiting the arms race, reducing
armaments and achieving disarmament are to play an important role as stages on
the road to general and complete disarmament and the establishment of a stable
peace;

Measures to curb the arms race and bring about disarmament should be based
on the principle of notimpairing the interests of any of the parties to an
agreement and on the abandonment of attempts to obtain unilateral advantages;

The universal affirmation and development of the principle of the non-use
of force in international relations are extremely important in terms of ensuring
favourable conditions for curbing the arms race;

In order to prevent the continuation of the arms race it is essential to
put an end to gualitative improvements of weapons, especially weapons of mass
destruction, and to the development of new means of warfare;

It is of the utmost importance that negotiations and agreements should
involve the largest possible number of States, particularly the nuclear Powers,
and States which possess the nost nowerful weapons and armed forces;

Agreements in the field of disarmament must provide for effective
verification of disarmament measures, with the scope and nature of such
verification depending on the scope, nature and characteristics of the

specific measures provided for in the agreements; and
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(Mr. Likhatchev, USSR)

The resources released as a result of the implementation of disarmament
measures should be used in a manner which will promote the well-being of
peoples, the solution of world-wide problems faced by mankind, and the
econonic and social progress of the developing States.

The sccond section of the paper—— Basic provisions:

We believc that, in accordance with the above purposes and principles,
it is essential to seek appropriate international agreements in the following
principal areas: A

Cessation of the nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament. it is
necessary to reach agreement on a simultaneous halt in the producion of
nuclear weapons by all States; this would apply to all such weapons-—- whether
atomic, hydrogen or neutron bombs or projectiles. At the same time, the
nuclear Powers could undertake to make a start on the gradual reduction of
existing stockpiles of such weapons, and move towards their complete, total
destruction; .

Measures to avert the danger of nuclear war;

Complete and general prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests;

Consolidation in every possible way of the régime of the non-~proliferation
of nuclear‘weapons;

Prohibition of the develomment, production and stockpiling of chemical
weapons and destruction of stocks of such weapons;

Prohibition of the development of new types and systems I weapons of mass
destruction; o

Establishmeﬁt of nuclear-free zones and zones of peace;

Limitation and reduction of armed forces and conventional weapons;

Reduction of military budgets;

Complete demilitarization of the sea-bed and the ocean floor; and

Regional measures for military détente and disarmament.
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(Mr. Likhatchev, USSR)

The fhifd section of the paper — Machinery for disarmament negotiations:

We proceed from‘the premise that 2ll channels for fhe conduct of -
negotiations should be effectively used for the purpose of eolving problems
connected with the ending of the arms race ~nd aohie&ing disarmament. The
existing system of negotiations --multilateral, bilateral and regional -- is, as
a whole, suited tc the scope and nature of the veried problems of disarmament.
The existing types of negotiations should continue to be used.

A breakthrough in solving the problem of disarmament requires that it should
be considered in the broadest and mout authoritative international forum — a
World Dlsarmament Conference. .

The Unlted Nations General Assembly special session on disermement should
become an important intermational forum for a broad discussion of approaches of
pr1n01ple to the solution of dlsarmamenu guestions as well as of main areas in.
which prlorlty efforts should be made by States in thls sphere.

Such, in brief, is the content of the working paper on the comprehensive
programme of disarmament suhmltted by the seven SOClgllSt countries. We hope
that this worklng paper; as well as the Memorandum of the Soviet Union on guestions
of ending the arms race and disarmement, will be used, together with other
propesals, as the basis for the elaboration of the comprehensive programme of

dlsarmament.

Mr. FRDEMBIIEG (Mongolian People's Republic) (translated from Russian):
Since I am spesking for the first time a2t this spring session of the Conference

of the Committee on Disarmement, I should like on behalf of the Mongolian
delegation sincerely to welcome our nev colleagues -~ the hea&é of the
delegations of Bulgaria, Burma, Ethiopis, the Federal Republic of Germany, the
Netherlands and Nigeria. We ask them to convey our feelings of respect and
gratitude and our heartfelt good wishes to their predeoeseors who have left the
Committee to assume new functions. My delegation is ready to maintain
business—-like contacts and to co-operate closely with the new representatives

of these States in the Committee.
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(ir. Erdembileg, Monzolian People's Republic)

‘The Mongoliar delegation would also like eihcerely to wolcome the Special
Representative of the Secretary~General, Ambassadortﬂisto Hyvdrinen, and‘the
Alternate Representative, Ms. A. Segarra. o

At this stage in the work of the present session of the Conference of the
Committee on Disarmament, the Mongolian delegatidon would like to make some
comments on one of the key questions, that of the cessation of the nuclear arms
race and nuclear disarmament. | v |

‘ The world community is today calling with increasing insistence for aA
substantial reduction in and the complete elimination of the threat of nuclear
war, which constitutes the greatest danger for the world and"for the'progress of
21l mankind, SR

Thanks to the consistent efforts of the socialist countrles and all A
peaoe-lovrng States , important measures promoting a general 1mprovement in the
international political climate have been resclutely taken in recent years. The
proceSs‘of disarmament is being deepened by well-kmown bilateral and multilateral
actions directed towards a reduction of the nuclear threat, and by a numbet of
" other partial measures in the sphere of limiting the arms race and of '
disarmament. S - S ‘ A

In present” circumstances, however, international peece'end stability are
not fully protected against the undermining of their foundations. As 1ﬁ‘the past,
therefore, it continues to be the essential task of all States to multiply their
efforts to buttress polltlcal detente by practical measures of mllltarJ détente.
The new constructive proposelv of the Soviet Union are dlrected towards these
aims. In this connexion, I 1ou1d like to emphasize the importance of the new
document adopted by’the‘United Hations General Assembly at its thirty-second
session on the 1n1tlat1ve of the Soviet delewatlono I am referring to the
Declaratlon on the Deepenlng and Consolldatlon of International Détente
(General Assembly resolution 32/155). As all members of this Committee will be
aware, during the discussion of this Soviet«ﬁropogal at plenary sessions of the
General Agsembly as well as in the Firet Committee, ‘heﬁoyerwhelming majority
of States Members of the United Nations clearly affirmed theiy profound interest
in the deepening and development of positive changes in international life and
in strengthening them by practical measures in the sphere of limiting the arms
race and of disarmament, particularly by the adoption of measures to avert the

danger of nuclear war.,
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J‘(ﬁr. Frdembiley, Mongolian People's Republic)

With your permission, distinguished members of the Committee, I should lile
particularly to emphasize the importance of one paregraph in the Declaration,
which stresses the determination of States Members of the United Hations %o
consider taking new and meaningful steps, both in bilateral and multilateral arms
control negotiation forums, aimed at achieving the objective of a cessation of the

arms race, in particular the nuclear arms race, at an early stage and realization

of disarmament measures, especially nuclear disarmament, with the ultimate
objective of general and complete disarmament under strict and effective
international control.

Mention should also be made of another basic element of this document and
emphasis placed on the urgent appeal to States to refrain from the threat or use
‘of force and to abide in their relations with other States by the generally
accepted norms of internaticnal law. 4s is well known, it would to a considerable
extent help to protect mankind against a nuclear catastrophe, if the principle of
mutual renunciation of the use or threat of force through the use of nuclear as
well as conventional veapons was affirmed as an incontrovertible law of '
international life, in other words, invested with the form of a multilateral
treaty obligation.

There is no need here to consider in detail the reason why it has not yet
been possible to begin negotiations on the conclusion of an international treaty
on this question.

Bveryone is well aware that the Soviet Union and the other countries of the
socialist brotherhood of nations, together with 2ll peace-loving States, have
consistently advocated the earliest possible conclusion of & world treaty on the
non-ugse of force in internstional relstions, in the highest interests of peace
and of the future of all mankind.

The Mongolian delegation also deems it necessary to give broader scope to
measures simed at reducing and averting the danger of nuclear war and. at
preventing the accidental or unauthorized use of nuclear weapons. The main
requirement in this sphere isc the assumption ond strict observation by all
nuclear-veapon States without exception of the obligation to act in such a way
as to prevent the occurrence of situations vhich may give rise to a dangerous
straining of relations between them. This means that all nuclear Povers mus?
avoid military confrontations which might lead to nuclear war. To this: end, the

possibilities afforded by the Security Council must be used to the fullest extent
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. (Mr. Erdembileg, Mongolian People's Republic)

in accordance with the Charter of the United Wations. As is well known, these
important provisions have been reflected in individual USSR-United States
documents, in particular the agreement between the USSR and the United States
on the prevention of nuclear war.

In our view, the measures adopted by some nuclear Powers to prevent the
. occurrence of a risk of nuclear conflict constitute important action, although
these measures are only partial and do not fully meet the urgency of the problem.
We are aware that, in addition tc the agreement I have just mentioned, fwo other
agreements on preventing the accidental occurrence of nuclear war exist today.
These are the recent agreements concluded between the USSR and France and between
the USSR and the United Kingdom.

~In our opinion, the conclusion of agreements by other nuc¢lear Powers on the
prevention of nuclear war would be wholly in conformity with the general interests
of strengthening peace and international security. We do not undereéstimate the
importanée»of the factor vhich makes it possible, in accordance with current
scientific and technological progress, to make increasingly widespread use of
possibilities for perfecting and developing measures to prevent the accidental or
unintentional use of nuclear weapons. But it is a matter for concern that not all
nuclear Powers are prepared to assume the obligation to avert the nuclear threat.

The Mongolian delegation has repeatedly emphasized that the main prerequisite

.for all work on nuclear disarmament continues to be the indispensable participation
of all States possessing nuclear weapons.

In cur view, it would be a constructive contribution to this work if the
major States from the military and economic standpoint were also, unilatefally or
bilaterally, to assume the obligation to help avert the nuclear threat.

Every State, whether a nuclear-veapon State or a non-nuclear-weapon State,

has a legitimate right to ensure its own security. We camnoct, however, égree to

a situation in which one or fwo nuclear Powers are clearly attempting to gain a
unilateral advantage or do so to justify their non~participation in multilateral
efforts to reach agreement on genuine measures in the sphere of disarmamehf. This
reinforces ocur view that the actions of certain circles vhich use mythicéi
asseriionsg of an impending '"threat from the East" or "threat from the Horth" as a
pretext to call for a major war and which wish to plunge mankind into the abyss

of a thermonuclear catastrophe can only be described as criminal.
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(ir. Erdembileg, Mongolian People's Republic )

"I£ ié abéolﬁ%eiy bléaf‘fd every Ségsible person that, in present circumstances,
when vast amounts of stocks of weapons for the mass annihilation of people have
been accumulated in the world; there is no alternative to nuclear disarmament.

In this context, it is difficult to overestimate the importance and
immediacy of the constructive new proposals of the Soviet Union concerning the
reaching of agreement on the simultaneous cessation by all States of the )
production of nuclear weapons - whether atomic, hydrogen or neutron bombs or
missiles -~ and on fhe adoption of subsequent measures to reduce accumulated
stocks of such weapons until they are completely eliminated.

As is well knOwn;‘the Soviet Union, in advocating this concept, has
expressed its willingness to sit down at the negotiating table at any time with
all other nuclear Powers and with non-nuclear-weapon States in order comprehensively
to consider all aspects of the problem of nuclear disarmament and jointly to work
out specific ways to solve it in practice.

We hope that other nuclear Powers and States possessing major military'
potential will respond positively to this call in order to bring zbout, by their
joint efforts, the elimination of the threat of nuclear war. ‘

I sﬁould like to add that this endeavour would Dbe given great impetus if all
States refrained from any actions which hamper international negotiationé on the
drafting of individual agreements aimed at the limitation of nuclear weapons and
at nuclear disarmament.

May I now'dwell briefly on the question of the general and complete
prohibition of nuclear weapon tests.

Like other socialist countries, the longolian People's Republic has from the
very outset advocated the comprehensive solution of this urgent problem, basing
its position on the vieu that only through such an approach will it be possible
to put an end toc the qualitative perfecting of nuclear weapons and to prevent

he emergence of new typesg of such weapons.

The incomplete solution of this vital problem has, in our view, left in its
wake a complex task with many unlknown factors, since it is precisely the
selective apprdach to this question which has helped to engender new generations
of weapons of mass annihilation such as nuclear weapons. The principal donger

lies precisely in the fact that military and monopolistic circles in the Vest,
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(Mr. Erdembileg, Mongolian People'!s Republic)

taking advantage ‘of the fact thot the problert is still uvngelved, are clamouring
for the further perfection‘of these weapons for the mass destruction of people.
It is therefore natural that their campaign for the neutron bomb has caused
profound alarm and anxiety in the peoples of the world. The activities of
those who attempt to depict these weapons of mass destruction as "an attractive
version" of a "clean" weapon and are hatching plans to produce neutron weapons ™
and deploy them in western Buropean countries appear particularly monstrous in
this light.

Such a course of events may create a situation with far-reaching
consequences, Historical experience shows that no‘challenge to world peace -
and sécurity sﬁch as, for example, the notorious policy of 'balancing on the
brink of war" or of "nuclear deterrence' has stood the test of time.

We are all well aware of what such activities led to and what the relationship
of forces in the world arena has now become.

Today, the peoples of the world insistently demand that there should be no
return to the days of the "cold war'. With this in mind, they warmly welcome
the new initiative of the Soviet Union which, guided by the ideals of peace
and the friendship of nations, has proposed that there should be mutual
renunciation of the production of neutron bombs.

In his statement of December 1977, our President, Mr. Tsedenbal, after
strongly condemning the policy of speeding up the arms race and whipping up
war psychosis, as well as the actions of advocates of the production of such a
truly inhuman weapon as the neutron bomb, expressed, on behalf of the Mongolian
people, full support for the new Soviet proposal aimed at the achievement of
practical measures in the sphere of miclear disarmament.

In its declaration of 22 December 1977, the Parliament of the Mongolian
People's Hepublic again expressed the determination of our people and
Government to continue to advocate the prevention of = world thermonuclear war
and the promotion of peace and international security.

As the representatives of a people which, together with all progressive
forces in the world, firmly opposes neutron weapons, we should like fully to
support the view that the Committee on Disarmament, too, should devote due

attention to this pressing problem of disarmsment.
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We consider that the implementation of measures to prohibit the production
of neutron weapons, together with othér important problems ol nuclear disarmament,
will ‘depend principally on a realistic approach to the matter on the part of the
Government of the Power which also bears particular responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace as a permanent member of the Security Council,
and on wise action by the leading circles of certain States of Western Europe
wvhich are not entitled to ignore the concern of the world community, including
the alarm of their owm people.

The Mongolian delegation considers that a spirit of reason should prevail
in this oompléx matter, which requires immediate solution, and that it should
be approached in a realistic manner. |

For this reason, life urgently requires the achievement, in the very near
future, of an international agreement binding, in particular, all nuclear Powers
without exception to refrain from all nuclear weapon tests, in order once and
for all to bar the way to the further perfection of these weapons of mass
destruction.

As you know, since the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weépon Tests in the
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water, which was drafted by the Committee
on Disarmament and concluded in 1963, the efforts of our Committee to achieve
the comprehensive prohibition of nuclear weapon tests have continued untiringly.
The Committee alroady has before it the supplemented draft s~reement on this
questidn, submitted by the Loviet delegation al the beginning of last year,
which provides for the possibility of local verification carried out on a
voluntary basis. A number of other documents are also before the Committee.
Negotiations in Geneva hetween the delegations of the USSR, the United States
and the United Kingdom aimed at drafting a treaty on a complete and ‘
comprehensive test ban are continuing parallel with the Committee!s efforts.

In this cohnexion, I sheould like %o note with satisfaction that, with a
view to ensuring the guccessful ocutcome of the tripartite negotiations, the
Soviet Union recently made a new and important proposal by stating it was
prepared to agree that, together with a ban on all nuclear-—weapon tests for a

definite period, a moratorium should be declared on nuclear explosions for
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peaceful purposes. This major step represents an appreciable contribution to

the achievement of agreement on tiis question. In our view, Ambassador Likhatchev
was entirely right when he stated recently in the Committee that the Soviet Union,
for its part, also expects the United States and the United Kingdom to adopt.a
constructive approach with a view to the speediest possible solution of the
problem of banning nuclear-weapon tests. In that respect, we hope we are right .
in feeling encouraged by the statement made by the Co~Chairman of CCD,

Ambassador Fisher, at the official meeting of the Committee held on 31 January.

The-Mongolian delegation fully shares the hope of other members of the
Committee that the result of the tripartite talks now in progress will be made
knowvnn here in the very near future. Ve expect from the participants in those
talks results which will enable the Committee successfully to complete its task
of agreeing on the text of a treaty on the complete and general prohibition of.
nuclear weapon tests.

With regard to the question of verification, which has proved difficult to
resolve in practically all earlier negotiations on the elaboration of international
agreements in the sphere of disarmament, we hold the view that it must not be
allowed to become a stumbling block on the road to achieving agreement as
rapidly as possible on a mutually acceptable solution. On the question of
checking, we maintain as before that national detection devices, supplemented
by international co-operation in the exchange of seismological data, should be
considered sufficiently effective. Ve have already stated our view that this
provision, supplemented by the Soviet proposal concerning the possibility of
verification on .the spot with the permission of the State concerned, could
serve as a basis for consensus on this matter.

We thinlk that the question will be more or less cleared up when our
Committee proceeds within the next few days to discuss the final results of the
work of the Ad hoc Group of Scientific Experts on seismological matters.

And now, moving ahead just a little, I should like %o point out that, in
order further to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, it is necessary to
enhance the effectiveness of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Veapons. However, the task of making this Treaty universal is complicated by
the fact that France and China, as well as a number of so-called near-nuclear

States, are still not parties to it.
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The Mongolian delegation holds the vici; that we should not allow a.similar
situation to arise with regard to the future international treaty on the complete
prohibition of nuclear weapon tests. With this in mind, it would seem entirely
reascnable to provide that the future treaty should come into force after all the
nuclear~weapon States have acceded to it.

I should like to add that there can be no question that the cause of the
further consolidation of the régime of the noﬂ~proliferation of nuclear weapons
would be served by the comprehensive strengthening of ITAEA's system of safeguards.,
Moreover, steps must be taken to ensure that the peaceful use of nuclear energy
for the economic development of 3tates does not become an avenue for the
proliferation of nuclear weavons. '

We fully agree with the maJority opinion that the solution of disarmament
problems, including the problem cof nuclear disarmament, must not be the exclusive
right of the nuclear Powers alone, and that all States, irrespeciive of their size
or level of development, mus?t bear a certain part of the responsibility. But
none the less, we continue te think that it is principally tne nuclear Powers,
including those Powsrs which continue to stand aloof from multilateral efforts,
which have a special responsibility in this respect.

N

It ie perhaps not by chance that, before the beginning of the spring session
of CCD and of the forthecoming special session of the General Assenbly deﬁoted te
disarmament, the Government of France issued an official statement of its policy
in the field of digarmament, which has been digtributed within the United Nations
as a working paper (document A/AC.187/90).

We would sincerely welcome the business-like participation in bilateral or
multilateral efforts to halt the arms race and achieve disarmament of a great Power
like France. There is also o need for the participation of China, which still
opposes anything connected with the positive solution of any disarmament problem,

The Mongclian delegation has attached and continues to attach the greatest
importance to the successful conclusion of the Soviet-United States talks on the
limitation of strategic offensive weanons and to the reaching of agreement on the
renunciation of the development of new types end syslems of weapons of mass
destruction. Haturally, the timely halting of the race to acquire nuclear
technology, particularly in the field of weapons of mass destruction, would
undoubtedly help to a great extent to save mankind from the horrors of nuclear

Wal e
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Among measures wvhich contribute to the limitation of the nuclear arms race, we
must also include efforts to establish nuclear-weapon-free zones and zones of peace
in various regions of thekworld. Along with such measures of regional military
détente, agreement on the complete demilitarization of the sea~bed and the ocean
Ifloor would promote the implementation of the noble idea of using this vast area
exclusively for peaceful purposes.

We presume that, in accordance with General Assembly resclution A/PES/32/87/A,
the Committee on Disarmament will proceed promptly with the consideration of further
measures in the field of disarmament for the prevention of an arms race on the sea~
bed and the ocean floor,

The question of the prohibition of chemical weapons has been on the
Committee's agenda for many years. The Mongolian delegation has more than once
stressed in the Committee that this problem must be solved cn the basis of a
comprehensive approach, and that the climination from States' arsenals of chemical
weapons of mass destruction would represent a genuine step towards disarmament.

We reaffirm our pesition on thig matter and would wisk to see within the
Committee, on the part of other participants in our discusszions, more constructive
efforts and the political will to promote agreement in thie important area of
disarmament.

In conclusion. I should like to say a few words about t. 2 programme of action
on diéarmament, including the question of the machinery for negotiations.

Ve proceed from the premise that the programme of actlon on disarmament should
include the main areas in which efforts must be made to achieve the elaboration of
appropriate international agrecments.

At the same time, it iec extremely important tc define the fundamental
provigions and principles which should underlie negotiations on and solution to
questions relating to the curbing of ths arms race and to disarmament. "

¥veryone is well aware that a number of socialist countries, including
Mongolia, have made a joint declaration in the United Hations on these matters,
which are set out in specific terms in documents 4/AC.187/81 and 82. There is
therefore no need to go into them in detail, I would nevsrtheless stress that,
at the basis of these documents, lie the ideas contained in the USSR Memorandum
on questions of ending the arms race and on disarmement; which evoked a wide
response at the lagt session of the United Nations General Assembly and in other

internaticnal forums,
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The joint working paper of the group of socialist countries, of which the
Mongolian delegation is one of the sponsors, has just been formally introduced in
the Committee. This document once again fully reflects the basic purposes and
principles and the main considerations by which those socialist countries are
guided in their consistent efforts to halt the arms race and achieve disarmament.

The Mongolian delegation considers that there is a general opinion to the
effect that the forthcoming svecial session of the General Agsembly should set out
in one of its final documents the main provisions of a programme of action on
disarmament.

It is our feeling that the special session will be able to fulfil its
function successfully only if all States, large and small, display the necessary
political will and their determination to contribute to negotiations on
disarmament and to the achievement of positive results in this vitally important
field. It will then become a broad international forum capable of promoting
concrete discussion both of fundamental principlés and objectives and of the main
areas for priority efforts of States with regard to the halting of the arms race
and to disarmament, From thie point of view, the special session might also be
of value witl: respect to the preparations for the convening of the most
comprehensive and authoritative internationszl forum -~ a world:disarmemsnt
conference, Nor do we exclude the possibility that the special session and its
positive decisions might facilitate to some degree the work of the bilateral,
multilateral or regional negotiations on disarmament matters now in progress,
including the activities of CCD, We also consider that, with its solid working
experience, the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament ~— an.independent,
multilateral negotiating body — will in its turn contribute to the constructive
efforts of other forums dealing with the many urgenit problems of disarmament.

With regard to a question which is now being raised repeatedly in the
Committee with the clear aim of achieving a fundamental reorganization of its
structure, we feel it necessary to state that this is a matter which should be
approached with all due seriousness and taking present-day vpolitical realities
fully into account. ]

The urgent review of the institution of the co-chairmanship of the Conference
of the Committee on Disarmament touches directly upon the fundamental principles

on which this authoritative and viable organ is based,
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The Committee on Disarmament is currently facing more substantial
problems which await a positive solution.

The Mongolian delegationy; together with other members of the Committee,
expresses the hope that the results of our continuing efforts te arrive at
agreements on the various complex problems of disarmament will once again be fully
reflected in the special report of the Committee to be prepared by the Secretariat,
and will be carefully studied by the members of the Committee for submissicn at
the appropriate time to the special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament.

I have tried in my statement to set out some of the views of my delegation cn
the questiong dealt with in the Committee. We shall state our opinions on the

other items on the agenda in greater detail at a later stage in our work.

The meeting rose at 11.55 a.m.






