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CONF.ERE:NCE OF THE COiviHITTEE ON DISAPJvi.AMENT 

The. Conference of the Committee on Disarmament today held its· 

773rd plenary meeting at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, under the chairmanship of 

Mr. F. Jimenez Davila, re·presentative of Argentina. 

The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

(H.E • .Ambassador V.I. Likhatchev) made a statement on the question of the 

comprehensive programme of disarmament, in which he recalled that in February 1977 

the USSR had submitted to the Committee for its consideration the memorandum of 

the Soviet Union on questions ending the arms race and of disarmament (CCD/522), 

and hacl proposed that it should be used as one of the basic documents for the· 

preparation of the comprehensive programme of clisarmament. 

The representative of the USSR noted the efforts being made by the socialist 

countries members of the Committee to contribute fur.ther to the preparation of 

that programme, and submitted to the Committee on Disarmament for its 

consideration a wprldng paper on the comprehensive programme of disarmament 

(CCD/552), which had been co-sponsored by the People's Republic of Bulgaria, the 

Czechoslov.ak Socialist Republic, the German Democratic Republic, the Hungarian 

People 1 s Republic, the :tviongolian People 1 s Republic, the Polish People 1 s Republic 

and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. In submitting that document to the 

Committee on Disarmament for consideration, he pointed out that it consisted of 

three sections, devoted res·pectively to: 1. Fundamental purposes and principles 

whiph should serve as guidance in disarmament matters; 2. Specific disarmament 

measures in all possible areas; 3. Machinery for disarmament negotiations. 

In commenting on the various sections of the document, Ambassador Likhatchev 

stressed_ that the ·principal ancl ultimate objective of States in the field of 

disarmament was general and complete disarmament under strict international 

control. The relaxation of international tension at the political level should be 

accompanied and strengthened by military detente. Concrete partial measures aimed 

at limiting the arms race, reducing armaments and achievine disarmament had an· 

important role to play as stages on the road to general and complete disarmament. 
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The USSR representative emphasized that measures to curb the arms race and 
·-···-··-·-~.:.:......:~ ... -....... ~---··· ··--....... -,._.,_., ··~-··-· .... -··· -'·~···-··-·· .... •· 

bring about disarmccment should be based lE1er alia on certain important principles 

such as the principle of not impairing the interests of an~r of the parties to 

agreements; the abandonment of attempts to obtain unilateral advantages; the 

universal affirmation and development of the principle of "~he non-use of force ;in. 

international relations; participation in negotiations and in the agreements 

elaborated by as many States as ·possilJle, and in particular by the nuclear 

Powers and States possessing the most povrerful ;;reapons and armed forces, as 1vell 

as other principles. 

Referring to concrete disarmament measures within the framework of the 

programme, A!p.bassador V.I. Likhatchev recallecl recent proposals made by the 

Soviet Union in the field o~ nuclear disarmament, and emphasized the need for the 

simultaneous cessation of the production by all States of nuclear weapons of 

any suqh weapons, 1.-rhether atomic, hydrogen or neutron bombs or missiles. At the 

same time, the nuclear Powers could undertake to start the gradual reduction of 

existing stockpiles of such weapons and move towards their complete, total 

destruction. He also listed the specific measures that should be included in a 

comprehensive programme in respect of other types of :veapons of mass destruction, 

conventional ;.reapons, and regional disarmament, and also touched up~m the 

question of the machinery for disarmament negotiations. 

The representative of the USSR expressed the hope that the working paper 

submitted on the comprehensive ·programme of disarmament, aB well as the 

Soviet Union's memQrandum on.questions of ending the arms ~ace and of disarmament, 

would be used, together 1,vi th other proposals, as the basis for the ·preparation of 

a comprehensive ·programme of disarmament. 

The representative of tl].e l'longolian People 1 s Republic, 

Ambassador D. Erdembileg, devoted his statement mainly to the question of halting 

the nuclear arms race and achieving nuclear disarmament. 

After stating that the agreement beti·reen the USSR and the United States of 

.America on the ·prevention of nuclear war 1.-ras important from. the standpoint of 

forestalling the emergence of a ris.k of nuclear conflict, the representative of 

Mongolia observed that the conclusion of a similar agreement between the other 

nuclear Powers would be in the general interests of the consolidation of ·peace and 

international security. 
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Ambassador Erdembileg stressed that, in the ;Jhole matter of nuclear 

disarmament, the main requirement vras still the indis·pensable participation of 

all nuclear-weapon States. He ivent on to say that a constructive contribution to 

that cause would be made if States that '\vere powerful in the military and economic 

sense were also to assume an undertaking, either unilaterally or bilaterally, to 

help in averting the threat of nuclear war. 

Attaching great importance to the ne1v Soviet pro·posals for an agreement on 

the simultaneous cessation by all States of the manufacture of nuclear weapons, 

and for the adoption of measures to reduce existing stockpiles of such weapons 

and move towards their complete destruction, he expressed the hope that other 

nuclear Powers and States with a large military potential would respond favourably 

to that call, so that the threat of nuclear war could be eliminated by a collective 

effort. 

He also pointed out that the Mongolian People 1s Republic, like the other 

socialist countries, had from the very outset advocated the general and complete 

cessation of nnclear-weapon tests, since it believed that that -vms the only 

approach which would make it possible to put an end to the qualitative improvement 

of nuclear weapons and to prevent the emergence of new types of such weapons. 

In that connexion, the Ambassador of Nongolia drew attention to the 

importance of adopting a timely decision on the practical implementation of the 

new ·proposals by the Soviet Union for the mutual renunciation of the prod,uction 

of the neutron bomb and the declaration of a moratorium on nuclear explosions for 

·peaceful ·purposes. 

Ambassador Erdembileg said that Nongolia had attached and continued to attach 

the greatest importance to the strengthening of the regime for the 

non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, to the successful conclusion as soon as 

possible of the talks on the limitation of strategic offensive weapons, and to the 

reaching of agreement on the renunciation of the development of new types and 

systems of weapons of mass destruction. 

He also observed that measures vrhich contributed to the limitation of the 

arms race included efforts to establish nuClear-iveapon-free zones and zones of 

peace in various regions of the world and to reach agreement on the complete 

demilitarization of the sea-bed and the ocean floor. He referred, too, to the need 
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for a positive solution, as soon as possible, of the question of the elimination 

of chemical weapon~ of mass destruction fr11m the arsenals of States, which would 

re·present a genuine ste·p tm-rards disarmament. 

The representative of the I1ongolian People 1 s Republic stated that the special 

session of the United Nations General Assembly could fulfil its function 

successfully only if all States, large .and small, displa;y-ed the necessary 

political vrill and the determination to contribute to nee;otiations on disarmament 

and to the achievement of ·positive results in that vi tally important field. It 

'tvould then become a broad international forum capable of promoting concrete 

discussion both of fundamental principles and objectives ancl of the main areas 

. for priority efforts by States vli th regard to the halting of the arms race and to 

disarma:IJ.ent. From that ·point of view, the special session might be of value also 

with res·pect to the pre·parations for the convening of thEl most comprehensive and 

authoritative international forum --a ;,-rorld disarmament conference. 

He also remarked that, with its solid working experience, the Conference of 

the Committee on Disarmament -- an inde·pendent, multilatnral -negotiating body 

would contribute to the constructive efforts of other fo:rums dealing with the many 

urgent ·problems of disarmament. 

\>Ti th regard to a question which \-las now frequently being raised in the 

Committee with the clear aim of achieving a fundamental :reorganization of its 

structure, Ambassador Erdembileg stated that that was a matter 'tvhich should be 

approached vri th al .. due seriousness and tci;..ing political rea= i ties fully into 

account. Revie'\v of the institution of the co-chairmanship of the Conference of 

the Committee on Disarmament touched directly upon the fundamental principles on 

which the activities of that authoritative and viable organ were based. 

The "Schedule of CCD I1eetings for Spring Session" (CCD/551) was circulated. 

The delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics introduced a 

"v.forking paper on the comprehensive ·programme of disarmamen-e• ( CCD/552), which was 

co-sponsored by the delegations of the People 1 s Republic of Bulgaria, the 

Czechoslovalc Socialist Re·public, the German Democratic Republic, the Hungarian 

Peo·ple 1 s Republic, the Mongolian People 1 s Republic and the Polish People 1 s 

Re·public. 

The next plenary meeting of the Conference will be held on 

Thursday, 23 February 1978, at 10.30 a.m. 
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Hr. LIKHATCHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translated 

from Russian): Pursuant to the resolution of tho tr.irty-second session of 

the United Nations General Assembly (32/80), the Committee on Disarmament 

at this spring session is continuing 1-10rk on the question of elaborating a 

comprehensive programme of disarmament. Both in plenary and at its informal 

meetings the Committee v1ill have to examine questions of the better 

organization of its future work and to continue tho examination of the 

substance of the problem. In the mar future the Comr.1i ttee vJill establish 

an ad hoc 1-10rking group and define its mandate, so that the examination of 

the problem \·Jill enter a nevi phase, the phase of detailed elaboration of the 

comprehensive.programme of disarmament. 

In the course of recent years, particularly in 1977, the Committee devoted 

a great deal of attention to the solution of this problem. Distinguished 

representatives will probably recall that, in the course of the spring and 

summer sessions, approaches were made to the examination of the substance of 

the problem, and a number of delegations submitted working papers and proposals 

on the comprehensiv<J programme of disarmament. 

Realizing the importance of this task, the Soviet delegation in 

February 1977 submitted to the Committee for its consideration the l1emorandum 

of the Soviet Union on questions of ending the arms race and disarmament 

(CCD/522), and suggested that it should be used as one of the basic documents 

in the preparation of the comprehensive programme of disarmament. 

This proposal is justified by the fact that the Memorandum is a major 

complex document containing a detailed programme of disarmament measures which 

are the most topical now and for the future. The Hemorandum contains specific 

suggestions by the Soviet Union on the areas in \vhich efforts to control the 

arms race should first be concentrated, on how, from a practical standpoint, 

the most important problems in the field of disarmament could be solved or 

begin to be solved, and what should be done for this purpose having regard to 

the objective of general and complete disarmament. 
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(Mr. Likhatchev, USSR) 

The Soviet lJrii"on and other socialist countries members of the Committee 

on Disarmament, cc•'1sidering the task of encling the arms race and of 

disarmament to be one of the most important and urgent in the vJOrld today, 

are not only taking ne'\v initiatives in this field and engaging in specific 

negotiations, but also attach great attention to the queBtion of elaborating 

the comprehensive programme of disarmrunent. 

Seeking to ma1ce another contribution to the preparation of such a 

programme, seven socialist countries are today submi ttin1g to the Committee for 

consideration a working paper on the comprehensive programme of disarmament . 

(CCD/552). This document is co-sponsored by the People's Republic of Bulgaria, 

the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the German Democratic Republic, thEk~garian 

People's Republic, the l'1ongolian People's Republic, the Polish People's 

Republic, and the Union of.Soviet Socialist Hepublics. 

This document is based on the proposals presented by these countries in 

September 1977 to the Preparatory Committee for the special session of the 

United nations General Assembly on disarmament as v1ell as on the proposals, 

particularly in the field of nuclear disarmament, which have been submitted 

during the past three or four months. 

It seems that, at this stage of our work, there is no need to dv1ell in 

detail on the provisions of this l)rogramme and on its justification. This will 

be done in the near future, and will be the subject of our negotiations in the 

ad hoc working group. 

of this document. 

NevGrthe less, ue '\WUld like to presc~1t some clarifications 

The sponsors of the viOrking 1)aper proceed from the premise that the 

comprehensive programme of disarmament should, firstly, define the fundamental 

purposes and principles which must serve as the guidelines in disarmament matters 

and this is precisely ,,Jhat is clone in the first section of the I<>~Orking paper; 

secondly, it should provide for specific disarmament rJieasures in all possible 

areas -- as described in the second section of the document; and finally, the 

programme should obviously contain basic provisions dealing >vi th forms of and 

machinery for negotiations -- and these are set out in the third section of the 

working paper. 
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The gist of each of the sections is as follo>vs. 

Fundamental purposes and princi1)les; 

(Mr. Likhatchev, USSR) 

The principal and ultimate objective of the efforts of States in the field 

of disarmament is general and complete disarmament under strict international 

control; 

The political relaxation of international tension should be accompanied 

and strengthened by military detente; 

Specific partial measures aimed at limiting the arms race, reducing 

armaments and achieving disarmament are to play an important role as stages on 

the road to general and complete disarmament and the establishment of a stable 

peace i 

l'ieasures to curb the arms race .and bring about disarmament should be based 

on the principle of notimpairing the interests of any of the parties to an 

agreement and on the abandonment of attempts to obtain unilateral advantages; 

The universal affirmation and development of the principle of the non-use 

of force in international relations are extromely important in terms of ensuring 

favourable conditions for curbing the arms race; 

In order to prevent the continuation of the arms race it is essential to 

put an end to qualitative improvements of \veapons, especially \•Jeapons of mass 

destruction, and to the development of nevi means of warfare; 

It is of the utmost importance that negotiations and agreenents should 

involve the largest possible number of ~:tates, particularly the nuclear Powers, 

and States which possess the uost :)ovJerful vJeapons and armed forces; 

Agreements in the field of disarmament must provide for effective 

verification of disarmament measures, with the scope and nature of such 

verification depending on the scope, nature and characteristics of the 

specific measures provided for in the agreements; and 
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(Mr. Likhatchev, USSR) 

The resources released as a result of the implementation of disarmament 

measures should be used in a manner \·Jhich 1vill promote the vJell-being of 

peoples, the solution of world-wide problems faced by mank.ind, and th8 

economic and social progress of the developing States. 

The second section of the paper- Basic provisions: 

vTe believ8 that, in accordance 1~i th the above purposes and principles, 

it is essential to seek appropriate international agreements in the follo1ving 

principal areas g 

Cessation of the nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament. It is 

necessary to reach agreement on a simultaneous halt in the producion of 

nuclear 1veapons by all States1 this 1wuld apply to all such weapons·-- v1hether 

atomic, hydrogen or neutron bombs or projectiles. At the same time, the 

nuclear Powers could undertake to make a start on the gradual reduction of 

existing stockpiles of such weapons, and move tm1ards their complete, total 

destruction; 

Measures to avert the danger of nuclear war; 

Complete and general prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests; 

Consolidation in every possible v1ay of the regime of the non-proliferation 

of nuclear vJeapons i 

Prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of chemical 

weapons and destruction of stocks of such weapons; 

Prohibition of the development of new types and systems ,·.:f: >veapons of mass 

destruction; 

Establishment of nuclear-free zones and zones of peace; 

Limitation and reduction of armed forces and conventional weapons-; 

Reduction of military budgets; 

Complete demilitarization of the sea-bed and the ocean floor; and 

Regional measures for military detente and disarmament. 
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(Mr. Likhatchev, USSR) 

The third section of the paper- Hac:1inery for disarmament negotiations: 

We proceed from the premise that all channels for the conduct of 

negotiations should be effectively used for the purpose of solving problems 

connected vli th the ending of the arms r2"ce e>.nd achieving disarmament. The 

existing system of negotiations- multilateral, bilateral and regional -- is, as 

a \vhole, suited to the scope and nature of the vr,ried problems of disarmament. 

The existing types of negotiations should continue to be used. 

A breakthrough in solving the problem of disal~ament requires tl1at it should 

be considered in the broadest and most authoritative international forum -- a 

World Disarmament Conference. 

The United Nations General Assembly special session on disarmament should 

become an important international forum for a broad discussion of approaches of 

principle to the solution of disarmament questions as 1·1ell as of main areas in 

which priority efforts should be made by States in this sphere. 

Such, in brief, is the content of the v1orking paper on the comprehensive 

programme of disarmament submitted by the seven socialist countries. \-Je hope 

that this working paper, as ~-rell as the I1emorandum of the Soviet Union on questions 

of ending the arms race and disarmament, 11ill be used, together vith other 

proposals, as the basis for the elaboration of the comprehensive programme of 

disarmament. 

Mr. ERDEMBILEG (Hongolian People's Republic) (translated from Russian): 

Since I am speaking for the first time at this spring session of the Conference 

of the Committee on Disarmament, I should like on belmlf of the Nongolian 

delegation sincerely to uelcome our nev colleagues -- the heads of the 

delegations of Bulgaria, Burma, Ethiopia, the Federal Republic of Germany, the 

Netherlands and Nigeria. 1.1e ask them to convey our feelings of respect and 

gratitude and our heartfelt good \vishes to their predecessors Hho have left the 

Colll1I!ittee to assume neu functions. Ny delegation is ready to maintain 

business-like contacts and to co-operate closely Hith the nei-r representatives 

of these States in the Committee. 
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U·fr. Erdembileg, 1'-19rg:::>lian People 1 s Republic) 

The Hongolian delegation vrould also like sincerely to 1,;-::lcome the Special 

Representative of the Secretary-General, bmbassador fuGto Hyvarinen, and the 

Alternate Representative, Ns. A. Segarra. 

At this stage in the 1-rork of the present session of the Conference of the 

Committee on Disarmament, the 1-Iongolian delegation Hould like to make some 

comments on one of the key questions, that of the cessation of the nuclear arms 

race and nuclear disarmament. 

The HOrld community is today calling i·ri th increaoing insistence for a 

substantial reduction in and the complete elimination of the threat of nuclear 

war, which constitutes the greatest danger for the i'lO'rld and for the progress of 

all mankind. 
• 

Tlw.nks to the consistent efforts of the socialist countries and all 

peace:..loving States, important measures promoting a general improvement iri the 

international poli t'ical climate have been resolutely taken in recent years~ The 

process of disarmament is being deepened by 1vell-kno-vm bilateral and multilateral 

actions direct·ed tovrards a reduction of the nuclear threat, and by a number of 

other partial measures in the sphere of limiting the arms race and of 

disarmament. 

In present circUmstances, hm·rever, international peace and stability are 

not fully protected against the undermining of their foundations. As 'in the past, 

therefore, it continues to be the essentia..:.. task of all Staks .to multiply their 

efforts to buttress political detente by practical measures of military detente. 

The nmv constructive proposals of the Soviet Union are directed tovra:rds these 

aims. In this connexion, I should like to emphasize the importance of the nevr 

document adopted by the United Nations General Assembly at its thirty-second 

session on the initiative of the Soviet delegation. I am referring to the 

Declaration on the Deepening and Consolidation of International Detente 

(General Assembly resolution 32/155). As all members of this Committee will be 

aware, during the discussion of this Soviet propO[:Jal at plenary sessions of the 

General Assembly as Hell as in the First Committee, the ... overwhelming majority 

of States l.\1embers of the United Nations clearly affirmed their profound interest 

in the deepening and development of positive changes in international life and 

in strengthening them by practical measures in the sphere of limiting the arms 

race and of disarmament, particularly by the adoption of measures to avert the 

danger of nuclear uar. 
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. (Hr. Erdembileg, 1'1opgolian People r s Republic) 

With your permission, distinguished members of the Committee, I should like 

particularly to emphasize the importance of one paragraph in the Declaration, 

>vhich stresses the determination of States liembers of the United Nations to 

consider .E_~ nevr and meaningful steps, both in bilateral and multilateral arms 

control negotiation forums, abned at achievinG the objective of a cessation of the 

arms race, in particular the nuclear arms race, at an early stage and realization 

of disarmament measures, especially nuclear disnrmament, uith the ultima.te 

objective of general and complete disarmament under strict and effective 

international control. 

Mention should also be made of another basic element of this document and 

emphasis placed on the urgent appeal to States to refrain from the threat or use 

of force and to abide in their relations '\vi th other States by the generally 

accepted norms of international law. As is vell lmo1m, it -vrould to a considerable 

extent help to protect marucind against a nuclear catastrophe, if the principle of 

mutual renunciation of the use or threat of force through the use of nuclear as 

>vell as conventional ueapons vTas affirmed as an incontrovertible la\r of 

international life, in other uords, invested uith the form of a multilateral 

treaty obligation. 

There is no need here to consider in detail the reason 1·Jhy it has not yet 

been possible to begin negotiations on the conclusion of an international treaty 

on this question. 

Everyone is uell a•.-re>.re that the Soviet Union and the other countries of the 

socialist brotherhood of nations, together uith all peace-loving States, have 

consistently advocated the earliest possible conclusion of 2. vrorld treaty on the 

non-use of force in international relations, in the highest interests of peace 

and of the future of all me.nl:ind. 

The lbngolian delegation also deems it neces8ary to give broader scope to 

measures aimed at reducing and o.'/erting the d<:.nger of nuclear '\var and at 

preventing the accidental or unauthorized u3e of nuclear 1veapons. The main 

requirement in this sphere is the assumption .:.end strict observation by all 

nuclear-weapon States vrithout exception of the obligation to act in such a vray 

as to prevent the occurrence of situations vrhich may give rise to a dangerous 

straining of relations betveen them. This means that all nuclear Pouers must 

avoid mili tar;r confrontations uhich might lead to nuclear war. To this end, the 

possibilities o.fforded by the Security Council muot be used to the fullest extent 
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. (rtr. Erdembileg, Mongolian People 1 s Republic) 

in accordance vvith the Charter of the United nations. As is vell lmoun, these 

important provisions have been reflected in individual USSR-United States 

documents, in particular the agreement behreen the USSR and the United States 

on the prevention of nuclear vrar. 

In our vie-vr, the measures adopted by some nuclear Powers to prevent the 

occurrence of a risk of nuclear conflict constitute important action, although 

these measures are only partial and do not fully meet the urgency of the problem. 

\{e are aware that, in addition to the agreement I have just mentioned, tuo other 

agreements on preventing the accidental occurrence of nuclear vrar exist today. 

These are the recent agreements concluded betvreen the USSR and France and betHeen 

the USSR and the United ICingdom. 

In our opinion, the conclusion of agreements by other nuclear Pm·rers on the 

prevention of nuclear Har 1vould be Hholly in conformity with the general interests 

of strengthenint5' peace and international security. vle do not underestimate the 

importance of the factor Hhich makes it possible, in accordance Hith current 

scientific and technological progress, to make increasingly vddespread use of 

possibilities for perfecting and developing measures to prevent the accidental or 

unintentional use of nuclear ,,reapons. But it is a matter for concern that not all 

nuclear Powers are prepared to assume the obligation to avert the nuclear threat. 

The Mongolian delegation has repeatedly emphasized that the main prerequisite 

for all >vork on nuclear disarmament continues to be the indispensable participation 

of all States possessing nuclear 1veapons. 

In our Vi(n-r, it v.rould be a constructive contribution to this vrork if the 

major States from the military and economic standpoint 1·1ere also, unilaterally or 

bilaterally, to assume the obligation to help avert the nuclear threat. 

Every State, ivhether a nuclear-ueapon State or a non-nuclear-Heapon State, 

has a legitimate right to ensure its own security. \le cannot, hov·mver, agree to 

a situation in vrhich one or tuo nuclear Po11ers are clearly attempting to gain a 

unilateral advantage or do so to justify their non-participation in multilateral 

efforts to reach agreement on genuine measures in the sphere of disarmament. This 

reinforces our vie\'r that the actions of certain circles -vrhich use mythical 

assertions of an impending "threat from the East'' or "threat from the Uorth" as a 

pretext to call for a major \'Iar and \-rhich vvish to plur:JGe mankind into the abyss 

of a thermonuclear catastrophe can only be described as criminal. 
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It is absolutely clear to every sensible person that, in present circumstances, 

v'lhen vast amounts of stocks of v·leapons for the mass annihilation of people have 

been accumulated in the Horlcl, there is no alternative to nuclear <lisarmament. 

In this context, it is difficult to overestimate the importance and 

immediacy of the constructive new proposals of the Soviet Union concerning the 

reaching of agreement on the siffil.Jltaneous cessation by all States of the 

production of nuclear vreapons -- whether atomic, hydrogen or neutron bombs or 

missiles -- and on the adoption of subseqt1ent measures to reduce accumulated 

stocks of such Heapons until they are completely eliminated. 

As is Hell knovm, the Soviet Union, in advocating this concept, has 

expressed its i·rillingness to sit dmm at the negotiating table at any time 1.vith 

all other nuclear Pm.,rers and vrith non-nuclear-weapon States in order comprehensively 

to consider all aspects of the problem of nuclear disarmament and jointly to vrork 

out specific vmys to solve it in practice. 

vle hope that other nuclear Pouers and States possessing major military 

potential vrill respond positively to this call in order to bring about, by their 

joint efforts' the elimination of the tm~eat of nuclear i·r&.r. 

I should lil:e to add that this endeavour ivould be given great impetus if all 

States refrained from any actions uhich haraper international negotiations on the 

drafting of individual ag:reemen tr; aimed at the limitation of nuclear He a pons and 

at nuclear disarmament. 

Ha,y I novr · d'Jell briefly on the question of the general and complete 

prohibition of nuclear Heapon tests. 

Like other socialist countries, the l1ongo1ian People 1 s Republic has from the 

very outset advocated the comprehensive solution of this urgent problem, basing 

its position on the vieu that only through such an approach \•rill it be possible 

to put an end to the qualitative perfecting of nuclear Heapons and to prevent 

the emergence of neu types of such ueapons. 

'1'he incomplete solution of this vitccl problem has, in our vieir, left in its 

Hake a complex task i'li th many unknoi·m factors 9 since it is precisely the 

selective approach to this question uhich has helped to engender new generations 

of weapons of ma:::;s annihilation such as nuclear vreapons. The principal danger 

lies precisely in the fact that military a.nd monopolistic circles in the 1Jest, 
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taking advantage of the fact tho.t the problon is still 1.mnolved 1 v,re clamouring 

for the further perfection of these vreapons for the mass c1estruction of people. 

It is therefore natural that their campaign for the neutron bomb has caused 

profound alarm and anxiety in the peoples of the Horlcl. The activities of 

thos~ vrho attempt to depict these l·reapons of mass destruction a8 "an attractive 

version 11 of a "clean 11 1reapon and are hatching plans to produce neutron He a pons·, 

and deploy them in 1·restern European countries appear particularly monstrous in 

this light. 

Such a course of events may create a situation 1vi th far-reaching 

consequences. Historical experience shm-rs that no challenge to 1vorld peace 

and ~ecuri ty such as, for example, the notorious policy of "balancing on the 

brink of Har" or of "nuclear deterrence" has stood the test of time. 

\ve are all '\•Tell a\Vare of vrhat such activitie.s led to and ~Vhat the relationship 

of forces in the Horld arena has novr become. 

Today, the peoples of the Horld insistently demand that there should be no 

return to the days of the "cold war". \{i th this in mind, they warmly ~Velcome 

the nevr initiative of the Soviet Union 1-rhich, guidecl by the ideals of peace 

and the friendship of nations, has proposed that there should be mUtual 

renunciation of the production of neutron bombs. 

In his statement of December 1977, our President, Hr. Tsedenbal, after 

strongly condemning the policy of speeding up the arms race· and '\vhipp:l..ng tip 

vrar psychosis, as '\vell as the actions of advocates of the production of such a 

truly inhuman vreapon as the neutron bomb, expresoeo_, on behalf of the Mongolian 

people, full support for the ne1v- Soviet proposal aimed at the achievement of 

practical measures in the sphere of nuclear disarmament. 

In its declaration of 22 December 1977, the Parliament of the Nongolian 

People's Republic again expressed the determination of our people and 

Government to continue to advocate the prevention of a vrorld thermonuclear '\Tar 

and the promotion of peace and international security. 

As the representatives of a people which, together vrith all progressive 

forces in the 1'/'orld, firmly opposes neutron \-reapons, ve ~Jhould like fully to 

support the view that the Committee on Disarmament, too, should devote due 

attention to this pressing problem of disarmament. 
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He consider that the implementa tiOll of measures to prohioi t the production 

of neutron 1reapons, together Hith other important problems oi' nuclear disarmament, 

Hill depend principally on a realistic approach to the matter on the part of the 

Government of the Po\rer vrhich also bears particular responsibility for the 

maintenance of international peace as a permanent member of the ,Security Council, 

and on wise action by the leading circles of certain States of '\!!estern Europe 

-vrhich are not entitled to ignore the concern of the Horld community, including 

the alarm of their mm people • 

The Mongolian delegation considers that a spirit of reason should prevail 

in this complex matter, 1-rhich requires immediate solution, and that it should 

be approached in a realistic manner. 

For this reason, life urgently requires the achievement, in the very near 

future, of an international agreement binding, in particular, all nuclear Powers 

Hi thout exception to refrain from all nuclear 1treapon tests, in order once and 

for all to bar the uay to the further perfection of these vreapons of mass 

destruction. 

As you kno1-r, since the Treaty Banning Nuclear Ueapon Tests in the 

Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Hater, uhich -vras drafted by the Committee 

on Disarmament and concluded in 1963, the efforts of our Committee to achieve 

the comprehensi vc prohibition of nuclear 1reapon tests have continued untiringly. 

The Committee alrc:l,dy has before it the s:'pplementecl draft 2-;reement on this 

question, submitted by the 0oviet delegation at the beginning of last year, 

uhich provides for the possibility of local verification carried out on a 

voluntary basis. A number of other d.ocuments are also before the Committee. 

Negotiations in Geneva bet\reen the delegations of the USSR, the United States 

and the United Kingdom aimed at drafting a treaty on 2, complete and 

comprehensive test ban arc continuing parallel uith the Committee's efforts. 

In this connexion, I should like to note 1rith satisfaction that, >rith a 

vie-vr to ensuring the successful outcone of the tripartite negotiations, the 

Soviet Union recently macle a ne1-r and important proposal by stating it Has 

prepared to agree that? together vri th a ban on all nuclear-i,reapon tests for a 

definite period, a moratorium should be declared on nuclear explosions for 



CCD/PV. 773 
20 

(Hr. Erdembileg, Mongolian People 1 s Republic) 

peaceful purposes. This major step represents c:m appreciable contribution to 

the achievement of agreement on this question. In our vieu, .Ambassador Likhatchev 

vms entirely right Hhen he stated recently in the Connni ttee that the Soviet Union, 

for its part, also expectD the United Stateo and the United Kingdom to adopt a 

constructive approach 1fi th a vievr to the speediest possible solution of the 

problem of banning nuclear-~:reapon tests. In that respect:, He hope He are right 

in feeling encouraged by the statement made by the Co-Chairman of CCD, 

.Ambassador Fisher, at the official meeting of the Committee held on 31 January. 

Tb,e Hongolian delegation fully shares the hope of othE~r members of the 

Committee that the result of the tripartite talks nov1 in progress 1rill be made 

lcnovm here in the very near future. He expect from the participants in those 

talks results which 1rill enable the Committee successfully to complete its task 

of agreeing on the text of a treaty on the complete and general prohibition of 

nuclear 1-reapon tests. 

vli th regard to the question of verification, Hhich haa proved difficult to 

resolve in practically all earlier negotiations on the elaboration of international 

agreements in the sphere of disarmament, He hold the vie\l that it nmst not be 

allov1ed to become a stumbling block on the road to achieving agreement as 

rapidly as possible on a mutually acceptable solution. On the question of 

checking; we maintain as before that national detection devices, supplemented 

by international ce>-operation in the exchange of seismological data, should be 

considered sufficiently effective. vie have already stated our vie1-r that this 

provision, supplemented by the Soviet proposal concerning the possibility of 

verification on the spot vri th the permission of the State concerned, could 

serve as a basis for consensus on this matter. 

1.Ie think that the question uill be more or less clear·ed up Hhen our 

Commi ttoe proceects l·ri thin the next fe1r days to discuss the final results of the 

11ork of the Ad h2.£. Group of Scientific Experts on ::;eismological matters. 

And noH, moving ahead just a little, I should like to point out that, in 

order further to prevent the spread of nuclear veapo:os, it is necessary to 

enhance the effectiveness of the Treaty on the Han-Proliferation of Nuclear 

i1eapons. Hovever, the task of making this Treaty universal is complicated by 

the fact that France and China, as Hell as a number of so-called near-nuclear 

States, are still not parties to it. 
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Tbe Hongolian c:lelegation holds tbe vic.r that we should n"'t allow a- similar 

situation to arise vli th rGgard to the future international treaty on the complete 

prohibition of nuclear weapon tests. 1.htl1 this in mind, it would seem entirely 

reasonable to provide that the futurG treaty should comG into force after all the 

nuclear->veapon States have acceded to it. 

I should like to add tl1at there can be no question that the cause ~f the 

further consolidation of the regime of the non-proliferation of nuclear \veapons 

Hould be served by the comprebensi ve strengthening of Ii-IEA' s system of safegual"ds. 

Noreover, steps must be taken to ensure tbat the peaceful use of nuclear energy 

for the economic development of States does not become an avenue for the 

proliferation of nuclear vreapons. 

We fully agree 'di tb the majority opinion tbat tbe solution of disarmament 

problems, inclucling the problem of nuclear disarmament, must not be the exclusive 

rig·bt of the nuclear Povers alo:1.e, and tbat all States, irrespective of their size 

or level of development, must bear a certain part of tbe responsibility. But 

none tbe less, ve continue to tbink that it is principally tbe nuclear Powers, 

includ1ng tbose Pov1ers which continue to stand aloof from multilateral efforts, 

1.vhich bave a special responsibility in tbis respect. 

It is perhaps not by c~1ance tbat, before the beg·inning of tbe spring session 

of CGD and of the forthcor:Jing special session of the General Assei:Jbly devoted to 

disarmament, tbe Government of J?rance issued an official statement of its policy 

in tbe field of disarmament, 11hich bas been distributed uithin the United Nations 

as a vrorking paper (document A/AC .18 7/90). 

We Hould sincerely uelcome the business-like particip;::,tion in bilateral o:r 

multilateral efforts to halt the arms race and achieve disarmament of a great Pm·rer 

like France. Tbe:re is also 11 need for the participation of Cbina, l.vbich still 

opposes anything connected \ri th the positive solution of any disarmament problem. 

'Jlhe llongolian delegation bas attached and continues to attach tbe greatest 

importance to the successful conclusion of the Soviet-United States talks on the 

limitation of strategic offensive 1veapons and to the reaching of agreement on the 

renunciation of the development of nevr types and systems of -vreapons of wass 

destruction. naturally, the timely halting of the race to acquire nuclear 

tecl:mology, particularly in the field of veapons of mass destruction, 1vould 

undoubtedly help to a great ex-tent to se.ve mankind from the horrors of nuclear 

vrar. 
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Among measures vrhich contribute to the: limitation of the nuclear arms race, '..-Je 

must also include efforts to establish nuclear->veapon-free :;;ones and zones of peace 

in various regions of the 1-.rorld. Along \·ri th sucb measures of reg·ional military 

detente, agreement on the complete demilitarization of tbe sea-bed and the ocean 

floor vwuld promote the implementation of the noble idea of using this vast area 

exclusively for peaceful purposes. 

'vle presume that, in accordance vi th General Assembly resolution A/HES/32/87 /A, 

the Committee on Disarmament v1ill proceed promptly Hi th the consideration of further 

measures in the field of disarmament for the prevention of an arms race on the sea

bed and the ocean floor. 

The question of the prohibition of cbemical 1r1eapons has been on the 

Committee's agenda for many years. The Hongolian delegation has more than once 

stressed in the Committee that tbis problem must be solved on the basis of a 

comprebensi ve approach, and that the elirnination from States 1 arsenals of chemical 

weapons of mass destruction -vrould represent a genuine step t01vards disarmament. 

i;le reaffirm our position on this matter and vould 1·ris:t to see vi thin the 

Com:rni ttee, on the part of other participants in our discussions, :::nore constructive 

efforts and the political 11ill to promote agTeement in thi;:\ important area of 

disarmament. 

In conclusion. I should lilce to say a feH 1mrds about t: --; progTamme of action 

on disarmament, including the question of the machinery for negotiations. 

'1:/e proceed from the premise that the progTarnme of act~_on on disarmament should 

include the main areas in vrhich effort:-; must be m<J.de to <J.Chieve t{'w elaboration of 

appropriate international agreements. 

At the same time, it is extremely important to define the fundamental 

provisions and principles \·rhich should underlie negotiations on and solution to 

questions relating to the curbing of th'" arms race a..Yld to disa:J.."illament. 

Everyone is \<J"ell avrare that a nwnber of socialist cou11tries, including 

Mongolia, have made a joint declar2.tion in the United Nations on these matters, 

Hhich are set out in specific terms in docw-nents A/AC.l87 /!31 and 82. 'l'here is 

therefore no need to go into them in detail. I ilbuld nev2rtbeless stress that, 

at the basis of tbsse documents, lie the ideas contained in the USSR Hemorandum 

on questions of ending the arms race and on dis<J.rmament, uhich evoked a Hide 

response at the last session of the Uni tE::d Nations General Assembly and in other 

international forums. 
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The joint working paper of the group of socialist crJuntries, of vrhich the 

]\fongolian delegation is one of the sponsors, has just been formally introduced in 

the Committee. This document once again fully reflects the basic purposes and 

principles and the main considerations by vrhich those socialist countries are 

guided in their consistent efforts to halt the arms race and achieve disarmament. 

'rhe r·1ongolian delegation considers that there is a general opinion to the 

effect that the forthcoming S?ecial session of the General .Assembly sbould set out 

in one of its final documents the main provisions of a programme of action on 

disarmament. 

It is our feeling· that the special session will be able to fulfil its 

function successfully only if all States, large and small, display the necessary 

political Hill and their determination to conh'ibute to negotiations on 

disarmarnent and to the achievement of positive results in this vitally important 

field. It \·rill then become a broad international forum capable of promoting· 

concrete discussion both of fundamental principles and objectives and of the main 

areas for priority efforts of States 1vi th regard to the halting of the arms race 

and to disarmament. From this point of view, the special session might also be 

of value 11i t11 respect to the preparations for the convening of the most 

comprehensive and authoritative international forum-- a vorld.disarruament 

conference. Nor do ue exclude t:he possibility that the special session and its 

positive decisions might facilitate to some degree the work of the bilateral, 

multilateral or reg·ional negotiations on disarmament matters no\r in progress, 

including· the activities of CGD. 'Je also consider that, Hi th its solid >mrking 

experience, the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament- an independent, 

multilateral negotiating body-- Hill in its turn contribute to the constructive 

efforts of other forums dealing '\·Jith the many urgent problems of disarmament. 

With regard to a question \·rhich is no,·r being raised repeatedly in tbe 

Committee 1vi tl1 the clear ail'J of achieving a fundar,1ental reorganization of its 

structure, we feel it necessary to st<::<-te that this is a matter vrhich should be 

approa.cbed with all due seriousness and taking present-day political realities 

fully into account. 

The urgent revieil of the institution of the co-cbairr.1anship of the Conference 

of the Cowaittee on Disarmament touches directly upon tl1e f~mdamental principles 

on \vhi ch this au thori ta ti ve and viable organ is based. 
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The Committee on Disarmament is currently facing L'loro substantial 

problems which a1-rai t a positive solution. 

The Mongolian delegation, tog·ether ·Hi th other members of the Committee, 

expresses the hope that the results of our continuing efforts to arrive at 

agTeements on the various complex problems of disarmament will once again be fully 

reflected in the special report of the Committee to be prepared by the Secretariat, 

and will be carefully studied by the members of the Conuuittee for submission at 

the appropriate time to the special session of the General Assembly devoted to 

disarmament. 

I have tried in my statement to set out some of the vievrs of my delegation on 

the questions dealt with in the Committee. We shall state our opinions on .the 

other i terns on the agenda in greater detail at a later stage in our vTOrk. 

The meeting rose at 11.55 a.m. 




