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The CHAJ:Rlv'JAN (Blirma) : I d0claro open the 459th plenary meeting of th8 

Conference of tho Comri:i.tte3 on Disarmament. 

2. Hr. ZELLEKE (Ethiopia): As I 31J. taking the floor today for the first time 

in this session, I should like first of ::ll ·tc take; the opportunity to add the voice 

of the Ethiopi<in delegation to the many which have:; addressed good 1·rishes of welcome 

to the distinguished leadGrs r)f delegations vJhO h'lVG joined the Commi ttoo for the 

first tirr10. 

3. Like all those of the ope:r.ing sessions r)f this ComPJi ttee the past weeks hav(' been 

very enlightening. The Secretary-General· of the United Nations found it necessary to 

appear bef')ro this Committee in person to higruight some 0f the major issues of 

disarmamont and to c1rry the messages cf the numerous GenE:ral Assembly resolutiono, 

vrhich he himself described o.s charging thu Comrni tteo with Hurgent and vi tal tasks 11 

in the statement he; made to the Committee on 18 February (CCD/PV.450, para.l4). 

4. The Commi ttel; itself ha<: rGvic\-red in some deb.il what it has been possible to 

achieve in th;~ field of r1rms control and disarmanent in the past decB.de. Compared 

with the increasing spiral of the arrEaments race and erms build-up, accompanied by 

an ever-increasing wastage of huTian and fi:c.e>.ncial resources, the achievements of the 

past are liYllitecl. Among the fcm nute\-JOrtby achievements of the past which the 

Cor'lllli ttee can crmnt, the non-proliferation Treaty (ENDC/226*) has been cited as the 

principal oxam~Jlo. The coming into force of the non-1)rolifnration Treaty at tho 

beginning of thi:o Lonth provided an opporttJ.nity to rcitorate the need to pursue further 

negotiations on arms contr.:;l and disarmament in ordor to fulfil the purpose of the 

Treat;,r in accorchnce with thP obligations laid down in its article VI. 

5. Indeed, disarmament measures achi.evc>d in the past genernlly fall into the category 

of preliminary agrccmentE awaiting further measuref> to complGte them. Such i.s the; 

case for example, of the Hoscov.r partial test-ban Treaty (ENDC/100/Rev.l), which suven 

years after its adoption still needs to bG completGd by an a:;reement prohibiting 

underground nuclear and thermonuclear testing if its full objectives are to be 

realized. 

6. It is in th,? light of those facts that this Committee should now proceed to give 

effect to the General lissembly resclution which decl.<>.rGd the decade of the 1970s the 

Disarmament Dclcade and which~ inter_ alia, requested this Commi tteo --
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u ••• to work out ••• a comprehensive programme, dealing with all aspects of 

the problem of the cessation of the ar~s race and general and complete 

disarmament under affective international control II ... 
(resolution 2602 E (XXIV}; CCD/275). 

In this connexion I should like to state from the outset that the Ethiopian delegation 

is fully aware of the many pertinent warnings sounded in this Committee by sev2ral 

representatives of the danger of losing sight of our real purpose in disarmfu~ent 

negotiations by plunging into an abstract extrapolation of a comprehensive programme 

for the Disarmament Decade. Nevertheless, the methods of work so far followed and the 

less than satisfactory results that it has been possible to record would seem to justify 

efforts to devise a new procedural approach based on the principle of the ultimate 

objective of general and complete disarmament under effective international control. 

7. In framing the future course of action to be followed by this Committee, a point 

to boar in mind is that the programming of disarmament, unlike that of the Development 

Decade, starts from the unpredictable variables of international peace and security, 

whose organic relationship to disarmfu~ent negotiations has been proved by the 

experience of the past decade. The cause-and-effect relationship between progress in 

disarmament negotiations on the one hand and the international political climate on the 

other hand was clearly stated by Hr. Christov, the leader of the Bulgarian delegation, 

in his statement at our mee:.-ing on 3 Harch (CCD/PV.454, Earas. 25-2'7). The same; 

conviction has also been expressed by several other delegations. 

8. It is important, therefore, not to lose; sight of that aspect of disarmament when 

talking about the programme for the Disarm&~ent Decade. The Co1nmittee should seek 

ways and means of taking stock of changing international political movements with a 

vie1..r to establishing their relationship to disarrT!ament negotiations. In· this connexion 

the present vigorous efforts being made by some European countries, notably the Federal 

Republic of Germany, to normalize relations with other neighbouring States, and the 

proposal of the socialist countries to hold an all-European security conference, are 

initiatives that will no doubt favourably affect disarmament negotiations. It is 

desirable that those commendabl8 efforts should be spread to other regions. In the 

context of the Disarmament Decade and in accordance 1.-Ji th the United Nations Charter, 

this Committee might now envisage a recommendation to the General Assembly that there 

should be a peaceful settlement of political conflicts, including the elimination of 

all remnants of colonial domination. 
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9. Apart :iroril thLs; th·:J Commi ttco should also fcr;_,see nr3 nn early mcnsur~: in 1970 

the participation in all disaruarrrcnt n::g·otiatir.ns rf all nuclear Pow01I's, including 

Francu and the Peop1o r s Republic cf Chi:wL, i'..c the Sccr·~tary--Genc·ral pointed out, 

t~1.e.l.r participation :i,s ll<::;sser:tial for e~ full moasure of succcss 11 (CCD/PV.450, para.24). 

10, T~o:=Je arc; somu (f th0 si:::>: but r.evr:;rtllt.'lc,ss important issues that should be 

l~.nkcd to (<thor nec,;:rc.Tes of di[~:"J.rmmnent proper in effortE: by this Conrrni ttee to draft 

pr:)grarmnc exists in v:::crircus ea:clier d::.lCUl;Jr_mts. .:~mong them e.re the draft trE;aties for 

general .1nd comn:lc:tt-, disar::-J.B..c'Tlont sul:lmitccd to this Committee by tb·e Soviet Union 

(ENDC/?/Jlcv.l) anc.l tlJC:: United Statr:;s (E;NDC/JO and f..dd.l-3) as far back as 1962. 

lL DDspi te tho :copcatcd demands of GGnoral ":~ssGmbly :rc-:solutions -- the latest of 

':Jhich figures in rur;olu:tion 2602 E (XXIV) -- and the coaseh;ss efforts of ScW8ral 

de]_egations, the <J.Uostio!l of gonernl and complete dL3armament lws so far continued 

to receivG less than tho full attention it deserves. Tho time has now come, a:::: vie 

move into UI<::; ne'~:J er'l of the Disarmam,~nt Decade, for the Cormni tteEJ to take a f1·esh 

look at general r.nd complete dlsdr!larnont o.s a matter of p:::-iori ty and to reactivata 

cho moiPentun. that had already bonn achieved at the b:::t;inninr of the 1960s. As a 

first step, tho co-C~h~irnoE should :cevisr:: their original dr:c~fts in order to accominodate 

trw 0.:tangcd circumstc,nces, as r:IJggostod in the working papE'r sub:r1ittod by Mexico 

( CCD/27'7). 

12. A r2.ow and perho.ps 1nost impo:ctant B.spect of disarmament, especially nuclear 

Jisarn1ament, in the 1970s lies in the cutcc_;clle of the bilateraJ. negotin.tions between 

-l:-h8 Scviet Uniorc r:ind tho United States e;r: the limi t,,qticm of offcnsi ve and defensive 

~) ;/ S t CH~l~.3 • Tl'w :LCJportr ~ce c>f those to.lks o.nd their direct 

r,C:LaG ... orwhip to tJ.".f'; '\·JO:L'lc of thi::~ Corrmittcc· ha\·--=' alru,'ldy been clearly established, and 

TI1c Ethiopian dolu;ation appreciates 

the attempts made: to report to tJ:-.tis c,::mnni t-C,e:~ on the r':sul ts of thr, preliminary 

";~eetings at I-Ic::lsir1ki c;nd tho f'cnsc of determination expr~;sscd in this ComiPi ttce by the 

co•-Chairmcm to cc,ntinue the ne:sotio_tions. It is too early for us to contemplate the 

outcone of those toTies. Ls ~~c lod: fo1·-..vard t() tho second round of meetings next 

mon-Lh we would like to wish tlwm success and at the; same time appeal to them, in 

acc0rdance with the spirit jf G:;me1·al Asserr,bly resolutions, to r8strict further 

"ues·cing and d(;ploymont c,f new offensive and defensivP:. 0trategic nuclear weapon syst.~ms 

which might jeo:pardizo tho outcurne nf the::r talks in Vienna. 
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13. Meanwhile this Committee should continue to negotiate on the numerous items 

before it 1.f.ith <J. v· e1t1 to arriving at an ag ·eement on some of the issues to be 

considered .at the twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly, Of these; the 

question of the prohibition of the emplacement of nuclear weapons and other weapons 

of mass destruction on the sea-bed and ocean floor and the question of chemical and 

b:Lologice.l weapons have been generally recognized by this Committee as two important 

items of possible agreement. 

14. With regard to the prohibition of the emplacement of nuclear and other weapons 

of mass destruction on the sea-bed and ocean floor, several delegations have already 

stated that this Committee exhausted discussion of that item last year and tho.t 

therefore no repetition of views is necessary until the co-Chairmen submit a revised 

version of the draft treaty (CCD/269/Rcv.l) taking into account the various suggestions 

put forward in this Committee last year and at the twenty-fourth session of tb.e 

General Assembly. 

15. Similarly, this Committee spent considerable time last year discussing the 

question of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons. One is heartened to 

observe that from those discussions there seems to emerge a general consensus on the 

importance of the 1925 Geneva ~~otocol (A/7575/Rev.l, annex VI) and the need for all 

States which have not so far done so to adhere to it as soon as possible and to comply 

with its principles and objectives. It is encouraging to note in this respect the 

latest steps taken by some States, namely Japan and the United States, to ratify the 

Protocol. Connected with this is the commendable gesture of the United States in 

taking a unilateral decision not to produce or possess biological weapons. 

16. 1•1hen it comes to the matter of the prohibition of production and accumulation 

of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons, this Co:rrnni ttee seems to follow 

two distinct but parallel paths. On the one hand there are those delegations 1t1hich 

believe that both chemical and biological weapons should be dealt vlith together, or 

at least dealt vlith simultaneously, thereby maintaining the spirit and the objectives 

of the 1925 GemNa Protocol. On the other hand there are those vrho follow the course 

of action suggested in the United Kingdom draft convention (ENDC/255/Rev.l), that of 

dealing with biological weapons first and separately. Despite all efforts to bring 

together thoso divergent views, the positions taken remain fixed and threaten to 

stifle any further discussions in this field. 
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17. Su long 'lS thi:::. Commi ttcc follows the procc:duro Jf draftinc; c'~nventionc; 

independent rJf tlw existing· G(:neva P:rotoccl; to ·which therce a;·e lar;;;c: numbers of· 

signatories, the Co:rm~d. ttoe will be led unavoidably to oxa:rinE) and keep a strict balance 

bct\-Toen the nciH draft and the orii;inal Protocol; :1.nd so long as it!G insist on this 

prccodure chcmico.l cmd biologico.l vreapons -v.r:i.ll remain inscparablo. It is, on tho other 

hand, o. diffonmt ma-tter t0 ccmsidar the pos::>ibil:l. ty :;.f one or two r,ddi tional protocols 

within the existins and internationally-accepted norrrw E:irmnciatcd in the Geneva I)11 otocol 

of 1925. 

13. For these r 3£lc'nns efforts sl1cmld be ~-nde net only ·co pcrsuad8 i..LC many [:)tc.tcs as 

possible to adhere: to the Protoccl but :1.lso tc 1-r.i.thdravT all and any roservations made 

by Stat<Js signatories to the 'l.'roaty. In ,,ther words, we would wish this Committe to 

start from tho '.1m:ic Protoc>l 'Jf 1925 and -vrhcrevcr po~:::.;iblc attach or add an additional 

protocol or protocoL; to further prohibit the production and possessio:1 of those lethal 

vJeapons. 

19. These arc preliminary comments on ccmc of the impr)rtant quof3tiow3 1)ef\)re w.:. l-fy 

delr:::gation intonds to deal in some detail with chomic~tl r'.nd bacteriol0gical (biological) 

weapons and other itcns on our ae:onda in the course of our session la.tar this year. 

20. :tvir. CJ>R.CCIOLO (Italy): I wish to m2cke only o. very briot state11ent. 

listened with groat interest to the statements made by various renrF,scmtati v~'s during 

our meeting on 'l\ler~day, 17 March rm tho diffnrent problems and technical aspects of this 

pt:lrticular interest cf the statelnc:nt made by the Uni tuc1 States r,:;presontati vc thc~t the 

United States had t;~tally renr.J'.mced biological wcrfare nnd hoped that more States would 

tal:e similar act:Lcn. In hi~; statsnent Hr. Leonard said~ 

11 .,. we strongly urgd that ;c:u~h unilatera1 decisions be: converted into a 

binding int,J~';1cLtiono.l ccrnri t-rT:0~1t by the neg,)tie.tion of a convention along 

the linerJ ·= tlJ·:c dr.J.ft sub:-:1itted by U~8 United Kingdo;n.a (CCD/PV.458, )ara.55) 

May I just c3A.Y tJ-:aL in nur 0to.temm:.t on 2~J February (CCD/PV.453, p<TEL.27) we 2xpressecl 

vie\vS (:;n similar J.inos, and that we wish to rcnc1.J o·1.1r f;upport for the United Kingdorr, 

draft? 
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The Conference decided to issue the following communique: 

"The Conference of the Committee on Disarmament today held its 459th 

plenary meeting in the Palais des Nation, Geneva, under tho cbairoanship 
of U Maung Maung Gyi, representative of Burma. 

"Statements were made by the representatives of Ethiopia and Italy. 

"The next meeting of the Conference will be held on Tuesday, 24 March 1970, 
at 10 • .30 a.m." 

The meeting rose at ll a.m. 


