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1. ' The CHATRMAN (Burma): I declarc open the 459th plenary meeting of the

Conference of the Committes on Disarmament.

2. Mr. ZELLEKE (Ethiopia): As I am taking the floor today for the first time
in this session, I should like first of =211 t¢ take the opportunity to add the voice
of the Ethiopian delegation to the many which have addressed good wishes of welcome

to the distinguished leaders of delegations whe have joined the Committee for the
first time. |

3. Like all those of the opering sessions of this Committee the past weeks have been
very enlightening. The Secretary-General of the United Nations found it necessary to
appear before this Committee in person to highlight some of the major issues Of
disarmament and to carry the messages of the numerous General Assembly resolutions,
which he himself described as charging the Committee with 'urgent and vital tasks"

in the statement he made to the Committee on 18 February (CCD/PV..50, para.l4).

Lo The Committec itself has revicwed in some detuil what it has been possible to
achieve in the field of arms control and disarmament in the past decade. Compared
with the increasing spiral of the armaments race and erms build—up, accompanied by

an ever-increasing wastage of human and firancial resources, the achievements of the
past are limited. = Among the few noteworthy achievements of the past which the
Cormittee can count, the non-proliferation Treaty (ENDC/226#) has been cited as the
principal example. The coming intc force of the non~-proliferation Treaty at the
beginning of this month provided an opportunity to reiterate the nced to pursue further
negotiations on arms control and disarmament in order to fulfil the purpose of the
Ireaty in accordance with the obligations laid down in its article VI,

5. Indeed, disarmament measures achleved in the past generally fall into the category
of preliminary agrecments awaiting further measurcs to complete them. Such ig the
case for example, of the Mcscow partial test-ban Treaty (ENDC/100/Rev.l), which scven
years after its adoption still needs tc be completed by an agreement prohibiting
underground nuclear and thermonuclear testing if its full objectives are to be
realized.

6. It is in the light of those facts that this Ccmmittee should now proceed to give
effect to the General fLssembly resclution which declared the decade of the 1970s the

Disarmament Decuade and which, inter alia, requested this Committee —-
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"ees to work out ... a comprchensive programme, dealing with all aspects of

the problem of the cessation of the arms race and general and complete
disarmament under cffective international control ,.."

(resolution 2602 E_(XXIV); CCD/275). -

In this comnexion I should like to state from the cutset that the Ethiopian delegation

is fully aware of the many pertinent warnings sounded in this Committee by several
representatives of the danger of losing sight of our real purpose in disarmament
negotiations by plunging into an abstract extrapolation of a comprehensive programme
for the Disarmament Decade. Nevertheless, the methods of work so far followed and the
less than satisfactory results that it has been possible to record would seem to justify
efforts to devise a new procedural approach based on the principle of the ultimate
objective of general and complete disarmament under effective international control.

7. In framing the future course of action to be followed by this Committée, a point
to bear in mind is that the programming of disarmement, unlike that of the Development
Decade, starts from the unpredictable variables of international peace and security,
whose organic relationship to disarmament negotiations has been proved by the
experience of the past decade. The cause-and-effect relationship between progress in
disarmament negotiations on the one hand and the international political climate on the
other hand was clearly stated by Mr. Christov, the leader of the Bulgarian delegation,
in his statement at our meeving on 3 March (CCD/PV.45, paras. 25-27).  The samc
conviction has also been expressed by several other delegations.

8. It is important, therefore, not to lose sight of that aspect of disarmament when
talking about the programme for the Disarmament Decade, The Committee should seek
ways and means of taking stock of changing international political movements with a
view to establishing their relationship to disarmament negotiations. In this connexion
the present vigorous efforts being made by some European countrics, notably the Federal
Republic of Germany, to normalize relations with other neighbouring States, and the
proposal of the socialist countries to hold an all-European security confefence, are
initiatives that will nc doubt favourably affect disarmament negotiations. It is
desirable that those commendable efforts should be spread to other regions. = In the
context of the Disarmament Decade and in accordance with the United Nations Charter,
this Committee might now envisage a recommendation to the General Asgembly that there
should be a peaceful settlement of political conflicts, including the elimination of

all remants of cclonial domination.
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9. Apart from thls, thoe Committee should alse forusee as an early measure in 1970
the participation in all disarmament nogotiaticns of all nuclear Powers, including-
France and the People's Republic of China.  ie the Seccretary--Genoral pointed out,

thelr participation is "essential for a full neasure of success" (CCD/PV.A50, vara.24).

10. Those are some of the side but nevertheless important issues that should be
linked to other measures of dissrmament proper in efforts by this Committes to draft

a disarmament programme. It has already beon polnted out thet the basis for such a
programc exists in various earlier documents.  Among them ere the draft treaties for
general and compiete disarmament submitoced to this Committee by ths Soviet Union
(ENDC/2/Rev.1) and the United States (BN DC/30 and Ldd.1-3) as far back as 1962.

11, Despite the repoated demands of General Assembly resclutions -- the latest of
which figures in rcsolution 2602 B (XXIV) —— and the coeaseluss efforts of several
delegations, the question of general and complete disarmament has so far continued

to receive less than the full attention it deserves. The time has now come, as we
move into the new era of the Disarmament Decade, for the Cormittee to take a fresh
look at general end ccemplcte disarmaement as a matter of priority and to reactivate

the momentun that had already been achicved at the beginning of the 1960s. As a

first step, the co-chairmer should revise their original drafts in order to accommodate
the changed circumstances, as suggested in the working paper submitted by Mexico
(cen/277)

12. A new and perhaps most important aspect of disarmament, especially nuclear
disarmament, in the 1970s liecs in the cutccuwe of the bilaterai negotiations betwesn

+he Scviet Unior and the United States on the limitation of offensive and defensive
strategic nuclear weapon systems. The importrace of those talks ond their direct
ralat.oonship to the wovrk of this Committee have already been clearly cstablished, and
thorefore no further elaboration 1s necessary. The Ethiopian delcegation appreciates
the attempts made to report to this Committes on the rosults of the preliminary
neetings at Heloinki end the scnsc of determinaticon expresscd in this Committee by the
co=-Chairmen to continue the negotistions. it is too early for us to contemplate the
outcome of those talks. As we lock forward to the second round of mectings next
month we would like to wish them success and at the same time appeal to them, in
accordance with the spirit °f Gezneral Assembly resolutions, to restrict further
testing and deployment of new offensive and defensive strategic nuclear weapon systoms

which might jeopardize the outcome of their talks in Vieana.
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13. Meanwhile this Committee should continue to negotiate on the numerous itoms
before 1t with a2 v'ew to arriving at an ag-eement on some of the issues to be
considered .at the twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly. Of these, the
question of the prohibition of the emplacement of nuclear weapons and other weapons
of mass destruction on the sea-bed and ocean floor and the question of chemical and
blological weapons have been generally recognized by this Committee as two important
items of possible agreement.

14, With regard to the prohibition of the emplacement of muclear and other weapons
of mass destruction on the sea-bed and ocean floor, several delegations have already
stated that this Committee exhausted discussion of that item last year and that
therefore no repetition of views is necessary until the co-Chairmen submit a revised
version of the draft treaty (CCD/269/Rev,l) tsaking into account the various suggestions
put forward in this Committee last year and at the twenty-fourth session of the
General Assembly.

15, Similarly, this Committee spent considerable time last year discussing the
question of chemical and bactericlogicel (bioclogical) weapons. One is heartened to
observe that from those discussions there seems to emerge a general consensus on the
importance of the 1925 Geneva Protocol (A4/7575/Rev.l, annex VI) and the need for all
States which have not so far done so to adhere to it as soon as possible and to comply
with its principles and objectives, It is encouraging to note in this respect the
latest steps taken by some States, namely Japan and the United States, to ratify the
Protocol. Connected with this is the commendable gesture of the United States in
taking a unilateral decision nct to produce or possess biological weapons.

16. When it comes to the matter of the prohibition of production and accumulation
of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons, this Committec seems to follow
two distinct but parallel paths. On the one hand there are those delegations which
believe that both chemical and biologilcal weapons should be dealt with together, or
at least dealt with simultaneously, thereby maintaining the spirit and the cbjectives
of the 1925 Geneva Protocol. On the other hand there are those who follow the course
of action suggested in the United Kingdom draft convention (ENDC/255/Rev.l), that of
dealing with biological weapons first and separately. Despite all efforts to bring
together those divergent views, the positions taken remain fixed and threaten to

stifle any further discussions in this field.
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17. So long as this Committee follows the procedure o»f drafting conventions

independent »f the exis i s Geneva Protoccl;, to whl“h there a?e'largﬁ numbers of :
signatories, the Committee will be led unavoidably to examine and keep a strict balance
between the now draft and the original Protoccl; wnd so long as we insist on this
procedure chemical and biologicel weapons will remain inseparable. It is, on the other
hand, a difforent matter to consider tho possibility of one or two additional protocols
within the existing and internationally—acbcpted norms enunciated in the Geneva Protocol
of 1925,

13, For thesc reasons efforts should be “‘3,d(‘ nct ﬂn]_y O Pprsuade 45 many Stetes as
possible to adherc tc the Prbtﬁcfl but wlco te withdray a1l and any reservations made

by States signatories to the Treaty. In other words, we would wish this Committc: to
start from the basic Protoenl of 1925 and wherever possible attach or add an additional
protocol or protoccls to further prohibit the production and possession of those lethal
Weapons.

19. These are preliminary comments on some of the important questions before us. 1y
delegation intends to deal in some detail with chemical ond bacteriological (biological)

weapens and other itens on our agonda in the course of our session later this year.

oy

20. Mr, CARiCCIOLO (Italy): I wish to meke only a very brief statement. We

listened with great interest to the statements made by various represontatives during
our meeting on Tuecday, 17 March »n the different probloms and technical aspects of this
guestion ¢f chemical and binslogical weapons. My Covernment has taken note with
particular interest of the statement made by the United States ropresentative that the
United States had totally renounced biological warfare and hoped that more States would
take similar acticn. In his statement Mr. Leonard said:
... we strongly urge that such unilateral decisions be converted into a

binding intornstionsal commitment by the negotiation of o convention along

the lines o tha draft submitted by the United Kingdom.®  (GCD/PV.458, nara.55)

. | . -~ /N - - - e
May I just say that in our statement on 2% TPebruary (CCD/PV.453, para.27) we expressed

views on similar lines, and that we wish to renew our support for the United Kingdom

draft?
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The Conference decided to issue the following communiqué:

"The Conference of the Committee on Disarmament today held its 459th

plenary meeting in the Palais des Nation, Geneva, under the chairmanship
of U Maung Maung Gyi, represcntative of Burma.
"Statements were made by the representatives of Ethiopia and Italy.
"The next meeting of the Conference will be held on Tuesday, 24 Marc
at 10.30 a.m."

The meeting rose at 11 a.m.




