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SUB-COMMITTEE (E/REF/FACT-FINDING/1) 

To Mr. Guin.arae s ,, Cha ir.xm of the Fa ct-Findins Sub-Committee: 

.Af3 Chairman of ·,7orkinc gr oup "J,_", I have the honour to submit to 

you the ·.-iorkin;; gr oups r eport on pana[ro.ph ( o.) of the terms of 

r ef erence of the Sub-Committee . I ho.ve ventured t o c ive it the 

f orm of o. dro.ft r eport from the Sub-Cowmittee t o the Special 

Committee on Refu s ees ano. Displaced Persons. 

The report is unanimously accep ted excep t f or h vo points: 

Pa r a . 7, sub-pa r a . (b). The first f our lines of this sub-paragraph 

endin,c: ~-nth" ••.•••••..•••• future interna tiona l body-1' ·were asreed . 

Two t exts vver e p r opos ed t o conclude t 'his sub-para0 aph, one 

by the del eu·:t e for Yur_oslavia, Md the other by the dele ,sate f or' 

the Uni t~d Kins dom. However, the :::;roup as !1. whole did n ot a ccep t 

either text. 

A dro.ft recormnendation , which would reve f ormed the final 

passa,ce Of the workin[: [ roup 1 S report 1 '\:VUS proposed by the 

Yu[oslo.v Del e ca t e but not o.ccept ed by the c~oup o.s a whole. 

( SiQ1ed) K. McKILLOP 
ChairlTIDJ1 Workint; Party "A". 
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pPECIAL COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS 

FACT-FINDING SUB-COMMITTEE 

WORKING GROUP "Au 

DRAFT REPORT OF THE FACT-FINDING SUB-COlvMITTEE CONCERNING 
P.ARAGM.PR (a) OF ITS TERMS OF REFERENCE 

(E/REF /FACT-FINI>ING/1) 

Whenever in this document the term "refugee" or "displaced 

person" is used, it is without prejudice to the question whether 

SUCh persons are or are not refugees or displaced perS'JnS according 

to the definition of the Special Cormnittee for Refugees and 

Displaced Persons. . . . 

With regard to paragraph (a) of its terms of reference, the 

· sub-Committee finds as follows:-

1 . That the number of displaced persons receiving UNRRA 

assistance in Europe and in .the Middle East on 31 March 1946, was 

as nearly as can be ascertained ..... . ... . . 846 ,146. 

2. That the numbers of persons in Europe and the Middle East 

being the concern of the League of Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (Nans,~n Refugees) and not included in the total shown in 

1 above was on 31 Mar?h 1946 , as nearly as can be ascertained or 

estimated, as follows:-

(a) Russian Refugees 150,000 

(b) Armenian Refugees 100,000 

(c) Assyrian Refugees 1,000 

(d) Saar Refugees 5,000 

3. That the number of persons receiving assistance from, or · 

being the concern of the I.G.C.R. in Europe, North Africa and 

Middle Ea~t and not included in the totals shown in 1 or 2 above, 

\ 
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was on 31 March 1946, as necJ.rly as cnn be ascertained or estimated, 

as follows:-

Refugeoci cor,ling frOiil Germcm;y- , · 
Austria ::nd. the Suc_et; enlm.;d. 

Spo.nish Republican Refugees 

.. 110 ,ooo 

212 ,000. 

4. Thai · t;he nllinber of refugees r:.nd displa ced persons in Europe, 

the Middle East and A;frica r eceiving e.ssistanc~ ~fr om or being the 

concern of United Nati ons Goverm:1ents, a.nd not already included 

under paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 above, was at 31 March. 1946, as nearly 

as can be ascertained or e stino.t ed 250 ,000. 

5· The tota l number of r efugees and displaced persons in Europe, 

the Middle East and Africa r eceiving assistance from , or being tho 

concern of UNlffiA., the League of Nations High Commissioner f or 

Refugees, tho I.G.C.R. and United Nations Govornr1onts, was at 31 

March 1946 , as nearl y as can be ascertained or ;estimated 1,675, 000 . 

6. The Sub-Conuni ttoe is not including in its r eport any analysis 

of the nationo.li ty of the displa ced persons an(l_ r efugees or any 

analysis a ccor c.ling t o their countries cf or igin , Tho Sub-Conmi ttoo 

fe el s that. t.hc;r e: is insuf f'i ciunt cvirlence ~wo.ilcblc to i t t o enable 

it t. o r oach ;::,n <:cg r c,emc nt on th:i s point . 

7 . The Sub-C om.c·ni ttoe c',_oes not fee l c.blc, ho.ving r cgo.r cl to f'o.c tor s 

which a t t.he pres ent t ime 2.re m;coss.:J.rily cl.oubtful, to express o.n 

opinion as t o what tho number of r efugees who -r,ri ll become the 

concern of the future international body, wi ll in f a ct bo • . Anong 

those factors ere tho followin~ :-

(a ) Repatriation is a continuing process, and it i s impossible 

for tho Sub-Committee t o f orecast tho oxtont t o which 

repatria tion will have proceeded by tho time tha.t the inter-

national bocly ent ers upon its functi ono. Tho Sub -Commi tteo , 

however } feels ent i tled t o oxpr ooD t ho confident hope that 

repatriation will have consider ably ar:tvo.ncod in tho inter-
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(b) Par agr ::tph (c) ( ii) of t he ::..s senbly 1 s Resolution _dated 

12 February 1946 define s the conditions which nust be fulfilled 

before a refug~e or displo.ced pe rson ce.n be cone , thE: concern of 

the future intern['.tion3.l body. 

/THE DELEGaTE FOR THE UNITED KINGOOM PROFJSED THE ~OLLOWING TEXT: 

".n.t t he present time conclusive evidence is lacking that 

those criteria have been fully satisfied in respect of all refu-

gees and displaced pcrsons .n. t pr esent r eceiving assistance or 

being thG concern of ~., the IGCR or United Na tions Govern-

rnents." 

THE YUGOSLi. V DELEG..TE PROPOSED THE FOLLOiiiNG TEXT : 

"On 31 March 1946, the dat e of the st ::ttistics submitted, 

the screening and separ ation of war criminals, quislings, 

traitors 3.nd Volksdeutsche had not been effected. The abo~-

mentioned statistics necessarily include besides bork~ fide refu-

gees and displaced persons, such persons a s will not be the 

concern of the future or ganizatL)h for r efugee s and dispLrtced 

persons !\s indicat ed in the definition proposed bYi the Special 

Committee on Re fugee s and Displa ced P~o~s."7 
( ' ...L 
~, i 

8. The Sub-cor.n:i ttee wnrmly approves the t er t'lS of the Resolution 

(No.92) r el a ting to Displ aced Persons oper ations adopted by ~ 

Council. 

9. The Sub-Gor:uni ttee finds tho.t r epatria tion oper a tions are facili-

ta t ed when comp et ent liaison of1'icars duly accredited by the Govern-

1oonts of the countries of origin have access to the refugees and dis-

pla ced persons concerned. Such of ficers may, by r equest of the 

goveriurents concerned, furnish adequate inforT'!kc'ltion to displaced 

persons and r efugees concerning their countrie s of origin; 

f"· The Sub-Gommi ttee finds t ha t t he presence of aey war criminals, 

quislings and traitors among r efugees and displaced persons in their 
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countrie s of pres ent: s ojourn r epr e sents a n obstacle to the free 0.nd 

unhanpered exercisG on the p .<>.rt of those:!; persons. of their ri .r:;ht of 

~ption be t wee n r e turning "'Pd not re turning to their countries of 

origin, in full knowl e dge e.nd "'PlJr e cia tion of 'l l l relevo...ht f a cts. 

Such a condi ti~n could E\ ctus.lly i mpede spee dy r ep a tria tion, The 

Sub..Co:.rmi ttee finds that the prGsence of war crir:d.mus, quislings an d 

tra itors o-:1.r:1ong dispb.c c:; d persons ( nore pwticul ·U'ly if the former held 

positions of ~ 'Luthority or r e sponsibility) woul d in f etct render it 

iapossible for the condi,tions s e t . O'\J.t in (c) (ii-) of the Genera l 

Assembly Re solution of 12 February 1946 to be satisfied~ · 

11. The Sub..Ca':1l;U ttee hn.s b.ken note of. inforr;n ti.on suuplied by UNRR.i. 

in the .se nse th':t t r ep c'. tria ti~ n hc'l S been .ret.:trded by SUCh m tters a s 

:La ck of ade,qu:~te tr <c1.nsport ,1.tion f a cilitie s, tra n sit a.rrangements a nd 
. . ~ 

capa city of r e ception centres~ The Sub..Cor::mi ttee hB.s ;xlso been 

informed by UNRR>. tha t e conomic diff iculties hE'.ve :;. l s o <\t tine s creo.t e d 

problems for r cp "L trirc.tion E:.ove:.1onts, . a nd a lthough dislike of difficult 

eqononuc conditions on the P':>.rt o f . disp l r1. ceci pe rsons "'-nd refugees is 

not consider e d ,,_ V[-lli<f ob j 0c ti·:m t o repatria tion, the Sup..Cor:rrnittee 

neverthe less considers tha t s uch difficultie s rxiy a ffect the desire 

of peop l e t o r e turn t o t heir countri0s of origin. 

12. The Sub..Co1:1cittee p ropose s tha t t he Specia l Cor:lr_utte c on 

Refugees and Displ.::J. ce d Per :3ons r eques t the Econonic and Social Council 

to drnw the a tte ntion of a ll the Uni t ed N3.tlons concerned ;1.nd of 0-lT 

appropria te intern"ttiona l bodies t c the necessity d'! 

( 0. ) rra king ~wailable to the s ervicos concerne d with repa triation 

the necessa r y transp ort in 8rder to continue , a s actively a s 

possible, opera ti ons of r epatria tion for displP,c e cl pe rsons before 

v~nter se t s in, and thus to ens ure that t he gr eat est possible 

number of displHced p e rsons r:ny be repa tria ted before 15 Septer1ber 

1945;' 
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(b) taking all pra ctica l nea sures in order "that this repa tri<l tion 

may not be iopeded through difficulties in tr~nsit, reception, 

absorption and food supplies. 

THE YUGOSLAV DELEG,c TE PROPOSES THE FOIJ.,OWING TEXT: (THIS TEXT WA.S 
----. ~~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NOT , ..DQPTED BY 'l'HE · GROUP ~i.S ;~ WHOLE) 

The Specia l Cormittee on Refugee s and Dispb.ced Persons proposes 

to the Econonic and Soci ?..l Council to draw the a ttention of any inter-

nationa l body conducting ,.,_ c ensus of persons receiving interna tional 

assistance or protection, 

( a ) to the necessity to consider as urgent the census of ~l 

persons receivinc, 'lssist.:-1.nce and protection, 

(b) to the importance of the a ssist.mce of effective and duly 

t'1.cc:redited liaison of ficers to ensure in this work a close co-

opera tion with the Governnents of nrttionC:I.li ty or former habitual 

residence of those persons under census, 

(c) to . the necassity to coenunict'1.te continuously all compiled 

drtta to the Governments of n£1.tioru'lli ty or foruer habitual 1. 

residence of the persons in questi Jn to enable then to verify 

Q~ta given by the persons under census. 


