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The Sub-Corwidittee recalls that on 12 Februnry 1946 the General
Lsserbly adopted a resolution to the effect that (paragraph (e) (iii) ),
the inin task concerning displa.ct‘.ad p-ersons is to encouraze and assist in
every way possible their earl); .return .to. their countrlf;s of origin.

Such assistance iny take the form of pronoting the conclusion of
bilateral arrange.ients for rutual 'assiste_nc.e in the repatriation of such
persons, having regard .to the principles loid do;u:n in paragraph (¢) (ii),

The Econoidc and Social Council feaf‘firmed this priln’ciple in a
resolution by which it d.ec.ided to set up 2 .i-jp-ec‘;ial Coiwiittee on Refugees
nnd Displaced Persons.,

-The stoteients inde by the various delegations during the general
discussic}ﬁ, in plencry session, confirm this prineiple, with which the
Sub ~Co: uit’lcee fully associ_z“.tels itself,

In this document it is vroposed, on the one hand, to state what has
been the experiencé of certain Govermuents in thelz.:atter, and, on the
other hand, to submit to the Comdttee a resolution in favour of
including in the zeneral report a recoizendation co_nce?:_‘ping bilateral
ﬂgref,ents on repatristicn,

128 Existing apreenents between certein countries of origin and
certain countries of location

(a) Pranco-Soviet agrecment on repatriation (29 June 1945).
This agreenent lays down the principle of the repatriation of
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displaced Soviet nationals in France and displaced Frenchuen in
the territory of the Soviet Union, It regulates the work of the
repatriction idissions accredited in the two countries, In virtue
of this agrecment, 75,000 boviet.nﬁfionals have been repatriated
froi France, whilst 293,000 Frenchizen have returned to their own
country.
(b) Franco-Polish agreenﬁﬁt (13 iiarch 1946).

This agreement provides for:

(i) The speedy repatriation of volunteers to Poland and the

' assistance of UNRR. to these persons until their
arrival at their destination,

(ii) The placing in special caumps of those who do not desire
repotriation until o definite destination can be found
for theimr,  The assistance of UNRRA is again provided
for,

(iii) The termination of the functions of Polish officers
fror. London still serving in French zones.

This ~greewent 1iplenents and extends the verbal understanding
arrived at between the French and Polish authorities. On the eve
of this ngrecuent the co-operaticn of these authorities had led to
the repatriation of 25,000 Poles frou: the French Zone in Geranny
and of 31,C0C from France, _

The agreeixent will allow the repatriation to be cormleted, so
far as reception possibilities in Poland allow, of 42,000 Poles
still in the French occupation zone of Germany and of 29,000 in
PFrance.

(¢) Repatricotion agreeients concluded at Yalta between the
Government of the Soviet Union and those of the United States and

of Great Britain,
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(d) Bilateral agreements concludéd between Belgium and .

various countries. | o
2, The Sub-Committee considers that repatriationlagreements sﬁould
be based on two'principles;

_(a) absolute reciprocity; _

(b) respect of the principles laid down by the General Assembly

Iof the United Nations on 12 February 1946, namely, that no

constraint shall be exercised on refugees and displaced persons,

as defined by the Special Committee, who, having_received full
knowledge of the facts, including adequate inforﬁation from the

Governments of their country of origin, have expressed valid

objections to returning.

On the practical side; it ié considered that a.clause might be
inserted in these agreements providing for the preation of paritative
cormmissions as members of which repatriation officers of the countries
of origin could visit camps, explain the situation in their country
to displaced persons and givé them éeneral information on the
conditions prevailing there. apart from this, an essential task of
these commissions would be to bring about as soon as possible the
segregation_of persons wishing tq be repatriated from those giving
valid reasons for non-repatriation. If individual propaganda
likely to hinder repatriation is to be avoided, this segregation
is essenfi&l.

Furthermore, this segregatlion will have the merit of greatly
facilitating the screening of the war criminals, tfaitors and
-qu;slings who will obviously exist in the special camps set up
for those who do not volunteer for repatriation.

France apd Yugoslavia, bearing in mind these principles, are
negotiating the éonclusion of an agreement with a view to

hastening the repatriation of nationals of the two countries.
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3. Draft Hesolution

On the basis of the principles set forth abofe, the Sub-
Comnittee submits to the plenary Committee, the following resolution
concerning bilateral repatriation agreements:

"The Special Committee on kKefupees and Displaced

Persons, considering:

(a) that the main tasks concerning displaced persons are
the elimination of war criminals, quislings and traitors,
and the encouragement in every way possible of the early
return of refugees and displaced persons to their
countries of originj;
(b) that one of the most effective means of completing
repatriation operations consists in the conclusion of
bilateral repatriation agreements between the Governments
of the countries of origin, and the Governments of the
countries of location (or the authorities in the countries
of location), under whose control the refugees and
displaced persons are or the addition of supplemeptary
clauses to existing agreements;
(¢) that these agreements should be based on the
following prineciples:

(i) absolute reciprocity;

(ii) respect of the principles set forth by the
General /sserbly of the United Nations in the
resolution passed on 12 Pebruary 1946 (c)(ii);

(d) that these agreements might usefully contemplate
(prevoir):
(1) urgent appeals from Governments or the authorities
under whose control the refugees and displaced
persons are,to be made inviting them to

return to their country of origin, it
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bf‘-.:ing understood that refugees and displaced persons
have the free choice of returning or not returning
to their country of origin;

(ii)the creation of mixed commissions, permitting the
outhorities of the country of origin to make the |\
necessary contacts with the refugees and displaced
persons during their visits to the camps and to
provide them with adequate information concerning the
situation in their countries.

Decides: to recommend to the Economic and Soecial Council

that all the Governments concerned should be invited
without delay to consider the conclusion of bilateral
agreenents, or add clauses to existing agreements, in

accordance with the principles set forth zbove .



