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(AGREEHENTS ON REPATRIATION) 

The Sub-Go;:-cr~-d. ttee reco.lls tho.t on 12 FebrUD..ry 194-6 the General 

.L.ssenbly o.dopted o. resolution to the effect thG.t (po.ro.graph (c) (iii) ), 

the :>::.in tn.sk concerning displaced persons i; to encourn.ge and assist in 

every vvn.y possible their· ec..rly return to their· co~t:r:f€s ·of origin. 

Such assistn.nce LL"..Y take the forD of pronating the conclusion of 

biln.teral arrange;:1ents for nutml "assistance in the repatriation of such 

persons, having regard to the principles lc .. id do·,m in pnragraph (c) (ii), 

The Econouic and Social Council reaffirned this principle in o. 

resolution by v;11ich it decided to set up 2. ;:;pecic"l CoLIDi ttee on Refugees 

and Displo..ced Persons. 

The stc:.te;1ents L-..."..de by the vo..rious delegptl.ons during the general 

discussion, in plencry session, confirn this principle, Yd th which the 

Sub-Co:'ld.ttee fully o.ssocic:.tes itself. 

In .this docunent it is proJlosed, on the one hand, to state ·what has 

been the experience of certo.in Governuents in the ;:cc.".. tter, n.nd, on the 

other hr:..nd, to subn.it to the Co~,u.:1i ttee a resolution in favour of 

including in the ;-~eneral report a recou:~;endr:ction concerning bilateral 

agreeuents on rep a trL~ tion. 

l. E...xisting ap;reeDents beh1een certain cormtries of origin and 
certain cow>tries of loco.tion 

(a) Franco-Soviet n.greeuent on repatriation (29 June 194-5). 

Thi.s agreenent lnys do-.-m the principle of the repa.triation of 
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displ~ced Sovie t l1c"- tionals in l''ro.nce a nd displaced Frencl1i:;en in 

the territory of the Soviet Union. It r egula tes the -.,·ark of the 

repa tri o. tion L'.issions c..ccredi t e d in the t ,-vo countries, In ' virtue 

of this a gre0nent, 75,000 Soviet 1utiomls h::tve b een repo.trio.ted 

fron France , whilst 293,000 Frenchr.::en rove returned to their mvn 

country. 

(b) Fr.:mco-Po1ish agreeue nt ( 13 1-,io.rch 1946). 

Thin agreenent provides for: 

(i) The speedy repo. tria tion of volunteers to Poland and the 

nssista nce of UNRR.i~ to these persons until their 

a rrival n t their destin.1.tion, 

( ii) The pb.cing in speci-::tl cru.1p s of those who do not desire 

r epc.. trin tion until :'.. definite destination co.n be found 

fo r then. The :1.ssisto.nce of UNRR.i-i is a go.in provided 

for. 

(iii ) The t e ruina tion of' t he functions of Polish officers 

fro:' London still s erving i n i 'rench zones. 

Thi s ."..gree;~;en.t i: p l e:·1ents a nd extends the verbo.l understanding 

o.rrived n t b ehv:ecn t he ::?r ench nnd ? olis h nuthori ti es. On the eve 

of this .';..greeL,ent t he co-opor ::'.tiGn of the s e a uthorities ha d led to 

the r epc.. tri ·ction of 25, 000 Pole s frou the French Zone in Ger;;ney 

a nd of 31 , C(lG :frou Frnnce . 

The .';..greeuent will <". llow the r epa trio. tion to be coErpleted, so 

fnr o.s r e ception possibilities in Polo.nd allow, of 42,000 Poles 

still in the l<':rench occupo. tion zone of Germo.ny nnd of 29,000 in 

Fra nce . 

(c) Repn trio. tion agreeuents concluded a t Ya lta bet\-veen the 

Government of the Soviet Union a nd those of the United state s and 

of Great Brita in. 
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(d) Bilateral agreements concluded between Belgium and 
... 

various countries. 
I 

2. The Sub-committee considers that repatriation agreements should 

be based on two principles: 

(a) absolute reciprocity; 

(b) respect of the principles laid dmvn by the General Assembly 

of the United Na tions on 12 February 1946, namely, that. no 

constraint shall be exercised on refugees and ~splaced persons, 

as defined by the Special Conuni ttee, who, having received full 

knowledge of the facts, including adequate informa tion from the 

Governments of their country of origin, ~~ve expressed valid 

objections to returning. 

On the practical side; it is considered that a clause might be 

inserted in these agreements providing for the creation of paritative 

coffiQissions as meniliers of which repatriation officers of the countries 

of origin could visit camps, explain the situation in their country 

to displaced persons and give the!!1 general informtion on the 

conditions prevailing t here. Apart from this, an essential task of 

these commissions would be to bring about as soon as possible the 

segregation of persons wishing to be repatriated from those giving 

valid reasons for non-repatriation. If individual propaganda 

likely to hinder repatriation is to be avoided, this segregation 

is essential. 

Furthermore 1 this segregn.tion will .hB.ve the merit of greatly 

faci~i t ating the screening of the war criminals~ traitors and 
:. :: .· 

quislings who will obviously exist in the special camps set up 

for those who do not volunteer for r epatriation. 

France and Yugoslavia , bearing in mind these priqciples, are 

negotiating the conclusion of an agreement with a view to 

hastening the repatriation of natiGnals of the two countries. 
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3· Dr~t Resolution 

On the basis of the principles set forth above, the Sub-

CoinL1it~ee submits to the pl cno.ry Committee, the f ollow1ng resolution 

concerning bilo.teral r epatriation agr eements: 

"The Special Committee on Refut::;ees and Displa ced 

Persons, considering: 

(a ) that the mo.in t asks concerning displaced persons are 

the eliminD.tion of wa:r criminals, quislings and traitors, 

and the ·encourageraent in every v;n.y possible of the early 

return of r efugees and displaced persons to their 

countri es of ori6in; 

(b) that one of the most effective means of completing 

r epatriation oper ations consists in the conclusion of 

bilateral r epatriation · agr eements bet-;veen the Governments 

of the countries of origin, and the Governments of the 

countries of location (or the authorities in the countries 

of location), under ..-.rhose control the r -::fugees and 

displa ced persons ar e or the addition of supplementary 

clauses t o existinG agreements; 

(c) that th~se a gr eements should be based on the 

follow·ing :principl es : 

(i) absolute r eciprocity; 

(ii) respe ct of the principles set f orth by the 

Genern.l Asse1:1bly of the United Nations in the 

r c; so].ution passed on 12 February 1946 (c)( ii) ;. 

(d) that these agr eements mi ght usefully contempl ate 

(prevoir): 

( i) urgent appeals from Goverrunents or the authorities 

under whose control the r e:fue;ees and displaced 

persons ar e, to be made inviting them to 

r eturn t o their country of origin, it 
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bbing understood that refugees and displaced persons 

!1ave the free choice of returning or not returning 

to their country of origin; 

(ii)the crention of mixed corn.Lussions, permitting the 

authorities of the country of origin to make the 

necessary contacts ...-d. th the ref'ugees rmd displaced 

persons during their visits to the camps and to 

provide theJ:J. with o.dcqua te inforr:1ation concerning the 

situation in their countries. 

Decides: to recommend to the Economic and Social Council 

that nll the Governments concerned should be invited 

yri thout deley to consider the conclusion of bilateral 

ngrcenonts, or add clauses to existing agreements, in 

accordance ·.crith the principles set forth u.bove." 

-..:....--.. 


