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REFRESENTATION OF THE WOMEN'S INTERFATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FEDERATION. -

. EAEN (United States of Americs), speaking on 2 point of order,
stated thit- she had shared- the hope of the USSR repraaentatiu and the Chairman
ti:at a finel ansver frcm the Unitad States Goverrment to the Secretary-Censral's
comnication com:ern:lng the admmaion into the United States of the representative
of the Women's International Democratic Federation would be forthcoming that day,
Unfortungtgly, no answer had yét been received. ,E';e;jy effort was being made,
however,. to.expedite matters and she would inform the Commission as soon as there
wes & reply,.

Mrs. FOPOVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) reviewed the history
end ectivities of the Women's Intermatiomal Democretic Federation, which, founded
in 1945, now. counted among its members 135,000,000 womsn in sixty-five countries
in all perts of thé world. ~*Tt had enjoyed consﬁitafivé_ status in category B
since 1947. It was guided by the principles of the’ Charter, in particular the
recognition of the @ignity and worth of the umen person and of the egqual rights
of men and women, and had from the cutset essociated itself with, and supported,
all efforts to reise the status of women everywhers. Through documentation
submitted regulerly by the WIDF, the Comnission ves aware that the WIDF hed
adopted & 'brbad programme of protection of women's righta and hed on numerous
occasions approached goverments on matters eoncemi.ng mother and child welfare,
higher standands of living for families; 'better hous ing, elimination of verious
forms of diserimination against vomen ete. In- 1949 the WIDF had submitted to the

United Nations fa.cmal mteria}. based on its own research, on the disregard and
suppression of women's rights in Hon-Self-Governing and Trust Territories and in
1055 1% hed ‘resented to the Al Hoc Committee on Slavery 2 memorenium on servitude
end slavery. of women and children in Asia, Africa and Latin America.

The HEF'S progranmne and activities were entirely in consonance with the work
of the Commission. At the Commission's p:revious sesaion the WIDF representative
had spoken on meny questions w:lth which both bod.ies were concerned and had
submitted & memorendum on the political, economic ancl civil mequality cf women

"in both Bovereign States and dependent territories, urging the ctmiﬂsioﬁ to do
everything in its. powm- to ramady that sImmaf'ul ‘situetion., In 1951, the WIDF had
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- ‘gent & special commission, composed of members from seventeen countries, to North
Korea ‘and hed submitted to the United Nations & report of its findings , While the
following year it hed addressed & plea to the United Nations to bring about &n
Immed iate cessation of hostilitlies in Korea and thereby to prevent ths kill:iﬁg of
innocent women and children, - At 'its third Women's World Congress, to be -held in
Demmaxrk in a few months' time, questions releting to the protection of women's
" Yights and to child welfare would be discussed. 2
“: There could be no doubt that an organization whose field of interest
coincided with the Commission's own and which wes. giided by the principles of the
Charter ‘should be represented &t the current session. The USSR delegation
therefore: protested strongly against the obvious®intention 6f Unitéd States '
suthorities to prevent the WIDF from teking part in the Commission's work, es it
was ‘fully entitled to do, and urged the other members of the Cormission and the
rapresehtativea'—'of non-governmental organizations attending the session' to take
the ‘same attitude.’ TFailure to protest would be & confession of impotence.on the '
Commission's part. : E
Mrs. WASTLKOWSKA ' (Polahd) récalled that the representative of the WIDF

hed ‘applied for her visa in 'J.f*ebmary, ‘allowing ample time for the completion of
. the recessary formalities. - The failure ofthé United States Government to act
on the: applicatlon was a seérious blow to ‘the Commiss'ion's’ miepena.ance and
authority. . Article Tl of ‘the Charter récognized the importance of the =
participation of non-governmental organizations in the Work of the Economic and
. Soeial’ Council anmd consequently of its Gommissiéns. She therefore 'proposéd that
the Commisgion should adopt & resolution expressing its protest ageinst the
discrimination manifested by the United States authorities against the WIDF end
requesting tHe Chairman to trensmit the protest -to ‘those authorities and to insist
on the. granting of &'visa to' the'WIDF represertative. She would submit a draft
reeolution'ta,that effect to bb circulated to the Commission. -

‘Mrs, NOVH{(NA (Byelomssian Soviet Socialist Republic) 2lso wished to
draw ths Cbmniesion s attention t6 soéme aspects of the activities of the WIDF, in
order to dispel the erronecus impression that the Federation WBs a propaga.m].a. :
organization. Its aims Were to'unite the womén of 'all” ‘countries in‘an endeévour
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to safeguerd women’s rights, achieve close international co-operation end promote
‘public health, child Welfere end the democmtic upbringing of young peovle.
Those purposes vere the diract concern of many United Nations organs, including
the Commission on the Status of Women.

' The WIDF expressed the aspirations of millions of women in its unremitting
struggle for tha protection of the i’amily end of mothers and children. In its
efforts to achieve equal righta it had mede some valua.ble studios of the position
of women 1n va.rioua countries; it hed colleoted consid,erablo runrls for child
victims of the Second World War; in 1949 1t had been instrumental in achieving ths
observance of 1 June s “Children's Day" in over 50 aountries' gince 1950, 1t kad
conducted a widespread and successful ca:npaign for mteriel essistance to women
and chﬂdren n Korea,

In 1952, the WIDF had mrticipatod actively in the or@nization of a
. conference, on child. Welfare in Vienna, which had been ettended by persons.of = -
exu-emg‘_lq__different political views end religious persuasions from sixty-four
" countries. Meny persons who hed distinguished themselves in verious sspects of
work with children hed been present, ~Unanimous appeals had been mede to all
people of good will to protect women and children, to enable every child to
receive an adaquata educetion and to combat juvenile delinquency. . The conference
hed stimilated e mass movement for ‘the protection of child.ren and l:,ad resulted in
~the establishment of natioml child welfare oomittees in rorty-fiva ocuntriea.

The WIDF hed a.lso mbl:lahad & pamphlet in four languagea entitled "children
need peace as flowers need. tha sun", The Federation wag fully awere of the
inter-dependence of women's rights and child welfers, The heppiness of chiliren
© in the femily ves conditioned‘bythe equalrighta oftha father and the mother in
all apheres and by the- erencipetion of the mother. _

The Byelomaaia.n delegation thararocro aupported the USSR and POJ.:I.Bh
_ delegatiom 1n thair protest against the 1115@1 delay in grenting the UIDF
representative the entry visa to which she wes antitled as the representative of
& non-governmental organization with category B consultative status. The
co-operetion of the WIDF in the Commission 's work would undoubtedly help %o golve
RNy problems and f.he Cormission ahould make every, effort to secure that
" co-operation at the current session and in the future,  The Byelgmt_!siaz_l
delegation would vote for, the Poliah draft. resolution. '
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.«* = :; The CHAIRMAN expressed her.regrst that the represéntative of the WIDF
hed-not _yet been able to'attend the Commission's meetings end hoped thet &
satisfactory solutjon of the problem would be reached soon,

- She suggested, as an alternative ‘procedure to voting on the Polish-draft -
resolution, that & statement on the question of the representation of the WIDF
should be included in the Cormission's report to the Economic and Social Council.
- If the :RPolish representative. could not accept that suggestion, however, the draft
- resolution would be circuleted.

3 Mri;. WASTLKOWSKA- (Poland) thanked the: Chairman: for ‘her'.efforts on behalf
of the WIDF representative, but considered that the time had come to take decisive
action and- to adopt & resolution on the.matter. . “The..independence and, authority -
of the Coﬁﬁi&ﬁ;oﬁ vere et stake end would not bé strensthensd sufficiently: by'e
Tsre reference 10 #59 question in the report.;

POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN (continved): (a) REPORT ON THE ACTION TAKEN ON THE
DRAFT CONVENTION ON POLITICAL. RIGHIS OF WOMEN ADOPIED BY THE COMMISSION AT ITS'
. SIXTH SESSTON (E/CN.6/209, E/CN:6/L.98/Rev: 1} (gontimed)

Mre. LEFAUCHEUZ (Frence); Cheirmgn:of-the  Committee “on Resolutions, read
out the text of the draft recolution on political rights of women
(E/cN.6/L.98/Rev.1) as adopted by the Committee.

.Mrs. POPOVA (Union of Soviet .Socielist Repitblice) ‘said that, as she had
made clear:in'the Committse on Résolutions, she'was étipp'oaed-'-ﬁo' ‘the permltimate *
peragraph of the draft resclution, because: it :wonld limit. the Whvitations ok -~
- signature to be addressed ‘to. non-Member States undsr Avticles IV ard V of the
Convention to countries vhich were members: of: Specialized egencies ‘or parties” to
the Statute of the Intermational Court of Justice. She therefore proposed that
the paragraph should be deleted; éu'b.jecit? £0: that emendmsnt}’§hewould support the
draft resolution.
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: -Mrs. NOVIKOVA (Byelorussian Soviet ‘Socialist Republic) felt that the
paragraph objected to by the USSR representative was irrelevant and unnecessary
and she supported its deletion. Although not altogether satisfied with the
Convention, her Government was prepared to sign it and she would vote for the
draft resolution if its penultimate paragraph was deleted.

At .the request of the CHAIRMAN, Mrs. GRINBERG-VINAVER (Secretary of the
Commission), replying to a question by Miss MISTRAL (Chile), read out a provision
contained in General Assembly resolution 368 (IV) concerning invitations for
- .accession- to the Convention on thé Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide. - _ : e & n s , s 5. .

The USSR proposel that the penultimste paragraph of the draft resolution
. should be_deleted was.re,_jected by 8 votes to 3 , with 4 abstentions.
The draft resolution was adopted by 10 votes to none, with T-abstentions.

Mrs. POPOVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) did not consider it
necessary to.reply to the mendacious allegations which the' representative of the
Kuomintang group had made at the preceding meeting concerning the Chinese People's
Republic. The time would come when the legitimate representative of that country
would occupy her ‘seat in the Commission and would give it a true and authoritative

account of the status of Chinese women.

Miss TSENG (China) said that there could be no question of the
legitimacy of her Government or of its representatives to thé United Nations.
The USSR itself had recognized the Government -of the Republic of China and had
concluded a& Treaty of Friendship and Alliance with it in 1945 which the USSR had
never revoked. As for her statecment, she had confined herself to presenting facts

which could be confirmed by eye-witnesses.

; The CHAIRMAN: urged representatiwres to refrain from discusaing political
questions which were outside the Commission's competence. 2 s

The meeting rose at 6 p.m.

8/4 a.m.





