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ANI~OTATED PROVISIONAL AGENI'A .FOR THE-
FOURTEENTH REGUlAR DESSION OF THE GENERAL ASGEMBLY

The Fourteenth Regular Session of the General Assembly 1'1111 open on Tuesday,

15 September 1959 at the Headquarters of the United Nations, New York.

The General Assembly's rules of procedure stipulate that the provisional

agenda for a regular session shall be drawn up by the Secretary-General and

communicated to the members of the United Nations at least 60 days before the

openin6 of the session.

For the coming session, a prOVisional agenda of 63 items was issued on

17 July 1959 (Doe. A/4150) 11

The rules of procedure also provide that any member or principal organ of the

United Nations, or the Secretary-General, rray, at least 30 days before the opening

date of a regulal' session, request the inclusion of supplementary items on the

agenda 0 The list of supplementary items hes to be communicated to members at

least 20 days before the opening of a regular session.

The items on the supplementary list--which has not yet been issued--will be

given with annotations in an addendum to this release.
Another rule of procedure allows the inclusion of additional items Itof an

important and urgent character," proposed less than 30 days before the opening of

a regular session, or during the session, prOVided that the Assembly so decides

by a reajority of the members present and voting. Any such additional item nay

not be considered by the Assembly until a Committee has reported upon the question

concerned and until a period of seven days has elapsed after inclusion of the

item, unless the Assembly decides othe~vise by a two-thirds majority vote.

Items for the Assembly's Fourteenth RegUlar Session are listed below in the

order in \.;hich they appear on the prOVisional agenda. Thi~ is not n~ce.~Farily

the order in ~bich they will appear on the agpnda as ndopted by the Gpneral

Asr.embly.

The notes on each item are given as background inforrr.ation.

(more)
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ITEMS ON THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA (DOe. A/4150)

vtie111n§ ()f the session by the Cbairrean of the delegation of' Lebanon

1. The Cbairrr~n of the delegation from which the President of the previous

session '\-Tan elected presides until the Assembly elects a President for the ne",

session. Dr .I;harles I,1alik of Lebanon was President of the Thirteenth ReBular

Sessio!'l.

2. 1,linute of silent prayer or meditation
.. -

Rule 61i of the Assembly1s rules of procedure provides that, "immediately

afte~ the openinG of the first plenary =eetlng and irr~ediately preceding the

~losln~ of the final plenary meeting of each session of the General Assembly, the

President Ghall invite the representatives to observe one minute of silence dedi

cated to praJrer or meditation. fI

3. Credentials of representatives to the Fourteenth Session of the General
Assembly

(a) Appointment of the Credentials Corrmittee

(b) Report of the Credentials Committee

At the beginning of each session, the Assembly appoints, on the proposal of

the President, a committee of nine members to examine the credentials of repre

sentatives and to report to the Assembly.

4• Election of the President

The President is elected by secret ballot and by a simple majority. There

are no nominations.

The following is a list of past Assembly Presidents: Paul-Henri Spaak of

Belgium (First Begular Uession); OS'I;valdo Aranha of Brazil (First Special Session

and Se~ond Regular Session); Jose Arce of Argentina (Gecond S~ecial Session);

Herbert V. Evatt of Australia (Third Regular Session); Carlos P. Romulo of the

Philippines (Fourth Re~ular Session); Nasrollah Entezam of Iran (Fifth Reaular

Session); Lul::; Padilla Nervo of Nexico (Sixth Hegular Session); Lester B. Pearsun

'Jf Canada (~leventh Hegular Ses~ioll); l~lme. Vijaya Laksluni Pandit of India (Eit:hth

HelSUl{u' ",;eaGion); Eelt.:o IT. van l(leffens of the Netherlands (Ninth Regular Session);

Jose i·laza of Chile (Tenth HeGulnr Gession); Prince \'lo.n vlaithayakon of Thailand

(Eleventh He~ular Session and First and Second Emergency Special Sessions);

Sir leslie 1·iun1'o of Ne"T :eoland (Ttvelfth ReGular Gession and Third En:erGen,-~y

Spe\..'ial ~eGsiQn); Dr Chal~les Nalil~ of Lebanon (Thirteenth ReL;ular 805510n).

(more)
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5. COllst!tution of the Main Coromit'tees and election of officers

The Assembly has seven Main Committees, as follovTS: the First (Politicsl

and Security); the Special Political Corr~ittee; the Uecond (Economic and Financial);

the Third (Social, Hureanitarian and Cultural); the Fourth (Trusteeship and Infor~a

tion from Non-Self-Governing Territories); the Fifth (Administrative and Budgetary);

and the Oixth (Legal). All 82 member nations are represented on each of th~ Main

Corr~ittees, to which are referred items falling within their fields of competence.

The Assembly, acting directly in plenary meetings, deals with items which,

for any reason, are not referred to a committee. The Main COFJroittees discuss

rroposals in detail and report recommendations to the Assembly where final action

is taken. A two-thirds n:ajority vote of those present and votinG is required in

plenary meetings for resolutions on important questions, but voting in the

committees is by simple majority, except to reopen discussion on a question, for

which a two-thirds majority is needed.

Each Main Committee elects a chairrran, a vice-chairrrBn and a rapporteur on

the basis of equitable geographical distribution, experience, and personal compe

tence. The chairmen are elected at the first meetings of the Main Corr~ittees which

are convened in quick succession for the purpose in the plenary Assenmly hall

without the Assembly delegates leaving their seats. Election of the vice-chairmen

and rap~orteurs takes ~lace at SUbsequent meetin~s of the committees, usually the

se~ond ~eeting. Election of Committee officers is by secret bal1ot~

6. Election of Vice-Presidents....~

The forthcoming Assembly will elect thirteen Vice-Presidents. Originally

the rules of procedure provided for seven Vice-Presidents. In 1956 the number was

in::reased to eiaht. In December 1957) the Assembly decided to 3l:r.end rules 31

and 30 of its rules of procedure to provide for an increaGe to thirteen Vice

Presidents. In making this decisi(~~ the Assembly took into account the considerable

increase ill the membership of the United Nations and expressed the belief that the

General Cor~ittee -- which is composed of the President, the Vice-Presidents and

the Chairmen of the Main Corrmittees -- should be enL~rged. In an annex to the

resolution, the Assembly specified that the thirteen Vice-PreGidents shall be

ele~ted accordinG to the following pattern:

(more)
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1 0 (a) Four representatives from Asian and African States;

(b) One representative from an Eastern European state;

(c) TYro representatives from Latin American States;

(d) TYro representatives from Western European and other States;

(e) Five representatives from the permanent members of the
Decurity Council.

2. The reeion from which the President is elected will, however, reduce

by one the nmaber of Vice-Presidents allocated to that region.

3. At least one of the Vice-Presidents in categories (a) or (d), or the

Presidel1t~ or one of the Chairmen of the Main Committees, will be from a Common

wealth country, without altering the geographical distribution of seats in the

General Comrnittee, as defined in (1) and (2) above and in paragraph 1 of the

resolution.

Paragraph 1 of the resolution confirms the practice established with

regard to the distribution of the chairmanships of the Main Committees, namely,

two from Latin American States J two from Asian and African States, t~vofrom

Western European and other States, and one from an Eastern European state.

The Vice-Presidents are elected by simple rrajority and secret ballot.

Member countries are elected, not individuals. The heads of the delegations

of the countries elected serve as Vice-Presidents.

/The President, the 13 Vice-Presidents and the seven Chair~en of the

Main Con~ittees constitute the General Committee. Among its functions

are to consider the provisional agenda, together with the supple

mentary list, and ltake recommendations to the General Assembly with

reGard to each item propoced, concerning its inclusion in the

aGenda, the reje~tion of the request for inclusion, or the inclusion

of the item in the provisional agenda of a future session" In the

san:e !tanner , it examines requests for the inclusion of additional

items in the agenda. In considering matters relating to the agenda,

the General Committee n:ay not discuss the substance of any item,

except in so far as this bears upon the question of its inclusion

in the aGenda and what priority should be accorded to an item which

is recorr~ended for inclusion. It also makes recommendations to

the General Assembly on the closing date of the session; assists

the President and the General Assembly in \.. ravring up the agenda for

euch plenary meeting, and in th' .ination of the proceedings

of all committees of the Genera~ Jly. It does not, however,

dCI'ide any political question.!
(more)
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7. Irotj,fication by the Gecretary-General undel' Article 12, :paraGraph 2,
of' the Charter

Best Hard Copy Available
(If-Ore)

This article of the Charter requires the Secretary-General, with the

consent of tile Decurity Council, to notify the Asseulbly at eacll sessiol1 of any

rratters relative to the n~intenance of international peace and security which

are bein~ dealt with by the Security Gouncil.

8. Adoption of the Agenda

All the items submitted for inclusion in the agenda are (:onsidered by the

General Con~ittee (see above) which reports to the Assembly with its recon~enda

tions. The Assembly adopts the agenda by a Il'ajority of members present and voting.

9. Opening of the general debate

At the beginning of each session of the Assembly, there is a general

debate in which the heads of delegations usually express the views of their

count~ies on problems of COlJ'~on concern to the ~embership of the United Nations.

10. Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Or~anization

The Charter requires the Gecretary-General to report annually to the

Assembly on the vlOrk of the Organization as a whole.. The report for the period

from 16 Jm1e 1958 to 15 June 1959 (Doe. A/41;2) deals with all aspects of United

Nations activity under five bread headings: political and security questions,

economic and social developments, questions concerning trusteeship and non-self

covernina territories, legal questions, and administrative and budGetary questions.

11. Report of the Security Council

The report, not yet issued, will cover the period from 16 July 1950 to

15 tTuly 1959. The Charter requires the C.)uneil to submit sueh annual l""eports and,

36 in other years, the report \Till sumn:arize the resolutions approved nr rejected

and the COUl1C i1 's discuss ions. The practi('e so fal' is for the ;\sGembly simply to

I! taIte llotetl of the Council's report.

12. Report of the Economic and Social l~oun('il

The report (Doe. 11./4143) covers the period 1 August 19~8 to 31 July :J.959.
This includes the Council's work at its resun:ed 26th sessJ.ol1., the 27th sessicn,

and the first ~art of the 28th session, with various recorrmendations GUbluitted

to the General Assembly. The refort \'1ill be issued later. Its 10 chapters Gover

the fol1c'\'1111[; subjects: cOl1stltutional and orc;anizutional queotions,; vTorld

Eh;C'nomic~ situationj economic developn:ent of ullderdevelo!JEHl t'ountries,; reuional

economi~ activity,; other eCvnomic activity; sociul queGtlcmn,; l11man r ichts,;

coordination and relations with s~ecialized agencies,; NOO'sj financial implications

of action taken by the Council.
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13. Report of the Trusteeshi~ Council. -
The Counci1's annual relt0rt (Doe. Aj4l00) covers the "lork of its

eiuhth special session (13 to 16 October 1958), ninth special session (6 to 7
November 1958)J 23rd regular session (30 January to 20 March 1959) atld 24th regular

session (2 June to 6 August 1959). The report includes an account of the Council's

annual review of conditions in nine of the ten rerraining trust territories:

Tanganyilta and Can:eroons under United Kingdom administrationJ Carl1eroons and

To~oland under French administration; Ruanda-Urundi under Bel~ian administration;

Soua1iland under Itali~r, administration; Western Sa~oa under New Zealand adminis

tration and Nauru and New Guinea under Australian administration.

In the case of the tenth trust territory, the Pacific Islands administered

by the United Gtates, the Council reports to tbe Security Council, as this is a

otrateGic trust territory.

Other chapters of the report deal with such questions as the examination

of petitions; the organization of visiting missions to trust territories in West

Africa ~nd the Pacific; eOEinistrative unions affecting trust territories; the

effects of the European Economic Corr~unity on the development of certain trust

territories; offers of scholarships for the educational advancement of peoples of

the trust territories; and the dissemination in the territories of information

on the United !rations and the truste~ship system.

14. Repgrt of the International Atomic Energy Agency

011 14 Hoverobe!' 1957, the General Assembly approved the agreement governing

the re13tlonship between the United Nations and the International Atomic Energy

Agency, whi~h ~a~e into beinb on 29 July 1957. By Article I of the agreement,

the United !r:JtiOllS recotJnizes the L\EA as the agency uresponsible for international

~etivities~(1neerlled~lith the peaceful uses of atomic energy....without prejudice

to the ri~"'hto and responsibilities of the United Nations in this field under the

Charter of the United Hations.1t Under Article Ill, the lAEA is enjoined to keep

the UN lnforn:ed of its (~h_'tivities and to S'.lbmit repol'ts covering its activities

to the General Assembly at eaeh regular session.

Thu report of the Awency to the comin~ General Assembly has not yet been

issued,

Ele'thnl of three non-p~n:al!ellt ltembers of the Security Council

The Jc~urity Coun~il ~~nsists of five ~er~anent members (China, France,

the U3GR, the United Kingdom and the United States) and six non-);'ermanent membel~s

elet:tcd hS thu Assembly far two-year terms.
(n.ore)
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The terms of Canada, Ja~an and Panarra expire at the end of 1959. Election

is by two-thirds rrajority on a secret ballot. The Charter calls for attention to

be paid to "the contribution of Ir.embers of the United Hatior.ts to the n:aintenance

ef international peace and security and to the other purposes of the Crcanization,

and also to equ~table geographical distribution. If l~etiring n:embers are not

eli6ib1e for irr~ediate re-election.

The three other non-per~anent Council n:embers which serve until the end of

1960 are Arcentina, Italy and Tunisia.

Go far, the following non-perttanent ffiembers have served on the Council:

Argentina (1948-49, 1959-£0) Lebanon (1953-54)

Australia (1946-47, 1956-57) Mexico (1946)

Belgium (1947-48, 1955-56) Netherlands (1946, 1951-52)

Brazil (1946-47, 1951-52, 1954-55) New Zealand (1954-55)

Canada (1948-49, 1958-59) Norway (1949-50)

Chile (1952-53) Pakistan (1952-53)

Colombia (1947-48, 1953-54, 1957-58) Panatta (1958-59)

Cuba (1949-50, 1956-57) Peru (1955-56)
Denrrark (1953-54) Philippines (1957)

Ecuador (1950-51) Poland (1946-47)

EGYPt (1946, 1949-50) Gweden (1957-58)

Greece (1952-53) Gyria (1947-48)

India (1950-51) Tunisia (1959-60)

Iran (1955-56) Turkey (J.951-52, 1954-55)

Iraq (1957-58) Ukrainian S~R (1948-49)

Ita1;," (1959-60) Yugoslavia (1950-51, 195tJ)

Japan (1958..59)

16. Election of six ttembers of the Economic and Joeial Council

Gix of the 18 ltembers of the Economi\.: and Social ~ouncil retire each year

after completing three-year terms of office. Election is by two-thirds ltajority

on a secret ballot. Retiring ~embers are eliGible for in~ediate re-election.

The present ltembers of the Council are Afrhanistan, Bulgaria, Chile, China,

Costa Rica, Finland, France, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan,

Poland, S~ain, the Sudan, the USGR, the United Kin~dom, the United States and

Ytigoslavia.

The six ltembers whose terms of office expire at the end of thio year are

Finland, MeXico, Pakistan, Poland, the US8R and the United Kin~dom.

(more)
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17- Election of two ~embers of the Trusteeship Council

A footnote to this agenda item readc: "Procedure to be devised in order

to comply with the provisions of Article 86 of the Charter as France and Italy

will cease to be Administering Authorities in 1960, the former on 27 April and

the latter on 2 December 1960.11

Article 86 of the Charter sets out the composition of the Trusteeship

Council, as follows: United Nations members administering trust territories,

per~anent ~embers of the Security Council, and as many other non-administering

members elected by the General Assembly for three-year terms as are required to

ensure on the Council an equal number of countries which administer trust terri

tories and of those which do llot.

The present members of the Council are:

Australia, Belgium, France, Italy, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and

the United Gtates (administering members);

China and the USSR (per~anent members of the Security Council not

administerinG trust territories);

Burma, Haiti, India, Paraguay and the United Arab Republic (elected

non-administering members).

The terms of Haiti and India expire at the end of this year.

18. Election of a member of the International Court of Justice to fill
the vacancy caused by Ghe death of Judge Jose Gustavo Guerrero

The Cecurity Council, at a ~eeting on 25 November 1958, adopted a

resolution uhich noted vrith regret the death of Judge Guel~rero, of International

Court of Justice, and decided that the election to fill the vacancy shall take

place dur:; "lG the Fourteenth Session of the General Assembly, or during a special

session before it (Doe. A/4011).
According to the Charter, elections to the International Court of Justice

take place simultaneously in the Security Council and the General Assembly.

Election, held by secret ballot, requires an absolute majority of votes in both

organs.

JudGe Guerrerots uncompleted term of office runs to 5 February 1964.
~~ list of candidates nominated by national groups to fill the vacancy can be

found j.n Doe. : ../ q·179 .

(more)
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19. Question of amending th~ United Nations Charter, in accordance with the
procedure laid down in l\rticle ~Ob of the Charter, to increase the number
of non-permanent members of the Security Counci~ and the number 01' votes
required for decisions of the Council !resolution ~2~9 (XIII) of
10 December ~g,b/ -

20. Question of amending the United Nations Charter, in accordance with the
procedure laid down in Article lOb of the Charter, to increase the
membership of the Economic and Social Council Iresolutions 1299 (XIII) and
1300 (XIII) of 10 December 195bl - -

21. Question of amending the Statute of the International Court of Justice,
in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article lOb of the Charter
of the United Nations and Article 69 of the Statute of the Court, with
respect to an increase in the number of judges of the International
Court of Justic~ Iresolution 1299 (XIII) of 10 December 19Jbj

These three items were first placed on the agenda of the Eleventh Session

of the Assembly, in 1956, but postponed to the Twelfth Session, postponed again

until the Thirteenth Session, and then again postponed until the Fourteenth Session.

Article 108 provides that amendments to the Charter shall come into force

"when they have been adopted by a vote of two-thirds of the members of the General

Assembly and ratified in accordance with their respective constitutional processes

by two-thirds of the members of the United Nations, including all the permanent

members of the Security Council."

Last year, the Assembly adopted a resolution -- 1299 (XIII) --- taking

note of the feeling of n rreny members tl that there should be an increase in the

~ize of so~e of the organs of the United Nations, in view of the increase in the

membership of the Organization in recent years. The resolution noted, however,

that such an increase would necessitate amendments of the Charter which would

require "a larBer area of agreement tihan prevails at present." Therefore,

consideration of the three items was postponed until the Fourteenth Session.

In a second resolution -- 1300 (XIII) -- the Assembly expressed the

view that an increase in the ~embership of the Economic and Social Council is

"desirablelt in order to achieve a wider representation and thus to ~ake the

Council a more effective organ for carrying out its obligations under the

Charter.

(more)
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22. Report of the Corr~ittee on Arrangements for a Conference for the Purpose
of Reviewing the Charter /resolution 1136 (XII) of 14 October 19577

In 1957, the General Assembly decided to keep in being this Corr~ittee,

composed of all the Members of the United Nations, which was established in 1955
The Committee was asked to report to the Assembly, with reconmlendations, not

later than at the Fourteenth Session.

The Corr~ittee is scheduled to meet early in September before the opening

of the General Assembly.

23. ~ntcrim Report 9f the Secre~urY-G€neral evuluutinp, the Secrnd United Nations
International Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy in relation
to the holding of similar conferences in the future [resolution 1344 (XIII)
of 13 Dece~ber 1958/

At the last session, the General Assembly recorded its satisfaction with

the contribution rr.ade by the Second United Nations International Conference on

the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy -- held from 1 to 13 September 1958, in Geneva

to the free international exchange of scientific and technical inforrr.ation and

to expanded international cooperation in this field.

The Secretary-General and the United Nations Scientific Advisory Committee,

established by the Assembly to advise and assist him on natters in this field,

were asked to undertake, in consultation with the International Atomic Energy

Agency and the interested specialized agencies, a thorough evaluation of the

Conference lIin relation to the need, nature and timing of similar conferences. 1t

An interim report was reque~ted for the Fourteenth Session of the Assembly and

a reDort on the results of the study for the Fifteenth Session.

The interim report is not yet available.

24. Pror.ress re~ort of the U~ited Nations Scientific Committee on the
Effc~to of Atomic Radiation /resolution 1347 (XIII) of 13 December 195§/

The report (Doe. A/4119) outlines plans for the Committeets future work,

and cites the need for further inforreation on numerous specific problems related

to radiation resulting from fallout, medical applications, and natural sources,

as well as for further genetic and biological studies. It also states that the

Corr.mittee lrill continue to report annually to the Assembly and will submit a

further l'omprellenG i ve l"e})Ol't in 19C2.

The Co~ittee was established by the Assembly on 3 December 1955 to

collect, study and disseminate information on the effects of atomic radiation.

(more)
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Its 15 member states are: Argentina, Australia, Bel(l;iUln, Brazil, Canada,

Czechoslovakia, France, India J Japan, Mexico, Sweden J the USDR J the United .tt~'~~i

RepUblic, the United Kingdom and the United States.

25. Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
/resolution 1348 (XIII) of 13 December 1958/- -
This Corrmittee was asked by the Assembly to report on, among other things:

the activities and resources of the United Nations, of its specialized agencies

and of other international bodies, relating to the peaceful uses of outer space;

the area of international cooperation and programs in this field which could

appropriately be undertaken under United Nations auspices; the future organizational

arrangements to facilitate international cooperation in tIlis field within the

framework of the United Nations; and the nature of legal ~roblems which rray arise

in the carrying out of programs to explore outer space.

The report of the Corr~ittee (Doe. A/4141) includes the findings of

committees of the whole on the scientific and leeal aspects of the problem.

Members of the 18-nation Committee as established by the Assembly on

13 December 1958 are: Argentina, Australia, BelGium, Brazil, Canada, Czecho

slovakia, France, India, Iran, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Poland, Sweden, the USSR,

the United Arab Republic, the United Kingdom and the United Dtates • The

delegations of Czechoslovakia, India, Poland, the USSR and the United Arab

Republic did not take part in the 80mmittee t s work this year.

26. The Korean question: report of the United Nations Corr~ission for the
Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea /resolution 1264 (XIII) of
.1.4 November 195~/

This Commission, established by the General Assembly on 17 October 1950,
has seven members: Australia, Chile, the Netherlands, Pakistan, the Philippines,

Thailand and Turkey. A four-member committee, consisting of Australia, the

Philippines, Thailand and Turkey, was set up in 1956 with authority to act on

behalf of the full Corrmission in Korea.

The resolution adopted by the General Assembly last year on the report of

UNCUR!{ (1) called to the attention of tithe eommunist authori'tes concerned1t the

continued determination of the UN to bring about by peaceful ~eans the establishment

of a unified, independent and democratic Korea under a representative form of

government, and the full restoration of international peace and security in the

area; (2) called upon these authorities to accept the established UN objectives

in order to achieve a settlement in Korea •••• C,) urged these Qutho:t'ities to agree

Irtr (more)
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at an early date on the holdine of genuinely free elections in accordance with

the prtnC"'irJles endorsed by the General Assembly; (4) requested UNCURI<: to continue

its work; (5) requested the Secretary-General to place the Korean question on

the provisional agenda of the 14th session of the General Assembly.

The report of mlCURK to the coming Assembly has not yet been issued.

27 • United I~ations Relief and ~:orks Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Hear :i!:ast

(a) Report of tbe Director of the Agency /Fesolution 1315 (XIII) of
12 December 195~/ -

The Acency, whose operations are financed by voluntary contributions,

provides rel1.ef and other se:rvices to more than a million Arab refugees from

Palestine, now livinc in Jordan, the Gaza Strip, Lebanon and the Syrian region

of the United Arab Republic. UNRHA began vTork in May 1950 and its present mandate

expires on 30 June 1960.
The ne,·r Director, Dl~. John H. Dav:Ls, was appointed 011 27 January 1959.

The Director is assisted by an Advisory Commission consisting of representatives

of Belgium, France, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey, the United Arab Republic, the United

Kingdom and the United States.

His report to the Assembly on the \vorlc IJ£ the Agency has not yet been

submitted.

At ito last session, the Assembly adopted a resolution on 12 December

:1.958 vthich, t:m~one; other thinGs 1 noted vrith grave concern that the financial

situation of the Agency reKains seriOUS, and urged governments to consider to what

extent they l:an cantrIbute Ol~ increase theil" contributions. The Secretary-Genel~a1

was requeotcd to ~'ontinue his special efforts to secure the additional financial

assistal1e~•

(b) Proposals for the continuation of United Nations assistance to
Palestine refugees: document submitted by the Secretary-General

In this ptJl:,cr to the Assembl~,.. (Doc. A/4121), the Secretary-General

recomrr.ends the ('ont,inuation of UNHHA pendinG the "reintegration of the refugees

into the eeol1omi' life of' the Ncor Etlst 1 either by l.~epatriation or by resett1en:ent;'

which, he points out, the Assembly has envisaged as resulting from the choice of

the refuGees themselves.

III 0. Goneral al1al~fSis of the l~efuGee problem, the Secretary-General

noted that the rcll1tc~l'ution of the refuGees ilito the economic life of the Near

(more)
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East 'f~ould require the aeneral economic development of the area and the solution

of political and psycholoaical problems, inclucl1nl5 the qUCOtiOll of T,.lH131'C V'.t()

refugees vTill ultirr.ate1y live.

AccordinG to the economic estirrates contained in the l'epor t J SOl;je :~1, 500

to $2,OCO million would have to be obtained from outside the area durin~~ the

next five years or so to ensure that the area develops e~onomicallJ at a

sufficiently fast pace J on the aSGumption that reil'lteera tion of the refui;ees

would require an increaGe in national incon:e o.t least propol'tiol1ate to the

nmnber of refugees.

The Secretary-General concluded that .T(,he perspective ie not a. discouraUilltj

one, provided that the world is willing to assist the reeion in its economic

development and that, step by step, progress recardin{S the pollti',:al and

psychological obstacles is sought H in a constructive spirit and vTith a sense of

justice and realism. U

28. United Nations Emergency Forc~:

(a) Cost esti~ates for the malntenan~e of the Force

Cost of maintaining the Uni'ted Uations Emergency Force in the Middle

East durinG 1960 is estin:ated by .T~he rJeeretary-General (Doe. A/41eO) at

$18,9lG,OOO. The estin:ates were prepared on the 3ssmuption that the total

military strenGth of the Force vTould averaGe 5,3CO men durinG 19<::0 ,3S compared

to an average strength of 5,1400 £01' the year 1959. 'Ihe Assembly approved a

budget of $19 million for the Force for 1959.
The Force, under the co~and of Lieutenant General E.L.w. Burns, is

at present made up of military units from seven ~ountries: BrazIl, Canada,

'Denn:ark, India, Nort-1ay, iJ'weden and Yuuoslavia. Eru'lier, \;olombian, Finnish

and Indonesian contingents also served with UI!JEF, vhleh was establiohed in

November 1956.
The Decretory-Generalis report says that the Force ttcontinues effectively

to sel've the ~ause of peace in helpin{S to n:ainto.in quiet alollJ the peritr.eter of

the Gaza 8tril), the intel'national fl'clntler in the ~;lnul and the western shores

of the Gulf of Aqaba.1!

(b) Manner of financing the Force: report of the Gc~~retary-General

all consultations with the Governll:ents of Menibel' :~ta tea
Lresolution 1;;7 (XIII) or 13 Dc~ember 19517

(c) Pl'or;ress report on tl1eFol'~e

The tw'o l'eports for sub-itoms (0) and (t') above Luve nut yet been iODued.

Best Hard Copy Available
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29. ProGrezo and operations of the Special Fund /resolution 1240 (XIII)
-w

of 14 October 1958, Part B, para. 107

The Special Fund was established by the General Assembly on 14 October

1958 v1ith the purpose of providinJ sys"cen.a.tic and sustained assistance in field::::

essential to the intacrated techllit~alJ economic and social development of the

less developed countries.

The Fund iz administered b~/ a !ilanat;ing Director under the policy guidam:e

of a Governlnc Council of 18 sta.tes (ArGentina, Canada, Chile, Denmark, France,

Ghana, India, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Pakistan, Peru, USSR, United

Arab Rel?ublll~, UnIted Kingdom, United Gtatec and YUGoslavia). Paul G. Hoff'rr.an

is the Mana~inG Director.

By the procedure laid dO'\'l11 in the AssemblJ-t' t $ resolution of last year,

the annual l'cj?Ol'ts of the GoverninG Council of the Special Fund are first revielled

by the Economic and Docial Council \'1hidl then transmits the reports, together

with itc own corr~entG, to the General Asoembly vnlich reviews the progress and

operationc of the Fund as a ::3eparate item on its agenda ..

The first annual l'eport of the Govcl'ninG Council (Doe. E/3270)

states that unanlll~ou3 approval 1rUG t:ivcn to thirteen pro.jects totaling $7,550 ,OCO

in the f'ollouil1G cotmtl'ies: ArGentina, the five Central American RepUblics

(Costa Rica, Guoteu:o.la, Honduras, rUcuro.r.:;ua, El Salvador), Ghana, Greece, Guinea,

India, Israel, Polund, Thailand, Turkey, United Arab Republjc, YUGoslavia.

Unanireous npPl'oval olsc '\'l~S give11 tCt the ]'undts $400,cOO administrative budget

for 1959, to its finouc ial ret~ulatiOllS, und to the Governing Council t S O\'1n rules

of procedure. On the hauls of' ir.\..li~atlC'ns available to the 1.!anaging Director

of' the Fund, t.he report states that eontrlbutions eqUivalent to at least $26

million would be pledaed by ~overnllients for 1959.
In the couroe of the Economic and Social Councilts review of the report,

the Manoc;inr Dlrc~~tor stated t,hat the first rcajor eUlphasis of the Fund would

be or. der::on~tratint: the "itculth-rrodut'inc; l)otentlal of unsurveyed resources J all

major tl~nininG and. researi~h lnotitut,ec, and 011 surveys leadina to early

investrr.cnt (Gce the r-ioundup of the 20th cesoicm of the Economic and Social

CounGil, rl'CGO H(\lcusc ECOCOt'/173~3).

(Ir.Qre)
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50. Economic developn:ent of underdeveloped countries

(a) Report by the Secretary-General on measures taken by the Governments
of Member States to further the economic developl~ent of underdeveloped
countries in accordance with General Assembly resolution 1316 {XIII)
of 12 December 195~ --

At its previous session, the Assembly invited Nember c,tates in a Iiosjtion

to assist the economic development of tmderdeve10ped ~.·ountrios to inform the

E-::onomic and Socisl Council at its SUTiilr.er iSeszion in 1959 and the General Assembl~l

at its fourteenth session of measures which they have tal<:cn or contemplate

takinc to assist s~ch develop~ent. The less developed countries were similarly

asked to inform the Council and the Assembly of any ~eaoures they rrBy decide to

taltc to a.dvance their economic and social progreoo. On the basis of the informa

tion received, the Secretary-General was requested to prepare an interim report.

This report (Doe. E/3258) contains the replies received up to 10 May 1959
from Australia, Belgium, Ceylon, Ghana, Jaj?an, r.lexico, Netherlands, Norv1ay,

:r1~allalld, the United Kingdom and the United States. The i'il'nt part of the report

surr~~rizes the substance of these replies according to subjectu (technical

assistance, financing of economic develo~ffient, scientific cooperation, Iona-term

planninc, expansion of international t11ade). A second part elves the oriGinal

replies or Secretariat surr~aries of the information submitted. Replies received

after 10 May 1959 appear in an addendunl to the report.

(b) Procress in the field of financing of economic development of
underdeveloped countries !resolution 1317 (XIII) of 12 December 195~7

At ito previous session, the Acsembly also ~al1ed upon ~ember ~tates to
•

~onside11 appropriate contributions t.o the Gpel.'ial Fund in order to uchieve the

volurr-e of resources envisaged by the Assembly, and uraed Member Gtateo to

~o1'ltinue "Tol'kina for the establishment of a United Nations capital development

fund. The Assembly also deeided to continued to review, ao a oeparate subject

of its aGenda, proLZrens in the field of financinG the cccJl1oml,' dcvclopn:ent of

the leGG developed countries, varticularly proc;resG tcward the cotablishment of

a United Nations capital develop~ent fund.

31. Pror;rams of technical assistance

(0) Report of the Economic and Go~ial Councll

In its annual report to the Asoembl~ still to le issued) the Council reviews

the ge1'leralactivities of' the un Regular and Ex~anded Proer~.u'lo of Technical

Assistance and Gives an account of its own decisions on these proGrams. The

(more)
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Council called for increased contributions to the Expanded Program; it decided

that, on an experi~ental basis, country prograrrming procedures of technical

assistance would be planned on a two-year basis; it also decided on arrangements

for computation of local costs of technical assistance, as well as on allocation

of administrative and operational services costs between the Expanded Program and

the reGular un budget.

(b) United Nations assistance in public administration: report of the
Gecretary-General Lfesolution 1256 (XIII) of 14 November 19587

At its last session, the Assembly authorized the Secr~~ary-General to

assist Governments participating in the UN technical assistance programs, at their

request, to secure on a temporary basis the services of qualified persons to perforn

duties of an executive or operational character as might be defined by these

governments and as servants of these governments, it being understood that such

duties would normally include the traininG of nationals to assume the responsi

bilities temporarily assigned to these internationally recruited experts. An

appropria~ion of $200,000 was authorized for 1959, and the number of experts

limited to 25. The Secretary-General was invited to report to the Economic and

Social COtmcil at its twenty-eighth session and to the Assembly at its fourteenth

session on the procress of this experi~ent.

The Decretary-General reported to the Council that 28 countries had

submitted 90 requests and that the nature of these requests showed there was a

significant need for executive and operational pe~sonnel~ He accordingly proposed

the continuance of the present system on a so~ewhat wider basis.

Tile Council noted the t the 10.1'(.;0 number of ~equests received from govern

ments in ~any parts of the world provided evidence of the widespread need for

this kind of aid. Recoc;nizinG, however, that the tiree that had elapsed since

the bec;innini; of the exper irl~ent had been too brief, and the ranGe of the ex,perir::ent

had been too narrcwJto justify the dro.winu of final conclusions, the Council

recorr~cndcd to the Aooembly that the experiment be continued on the basis of the

Assembl;:; tn 19:~:i resolution; and that, in decidinG the question of continuing the

experil::ental l1l'('lCl'alli it take into a,· ....ount the vie,,,s expressed by the Technical

Asoistant'c ('rm:mittec on the present status of the proaram and the desirabilit;:: of

ollm"lnr; the \.Jc~·retar:l-GcHeraladeqt4ate seope in the carryinG out of the experin~ellt

within the 111.111,0 ef the reOClU:t'~'Ct1 it n:akeG available ..

(See also the state~ent of the Secretary-General before the Council on this

subje~t) Preso Release GG/836) and the roundup of the last ECOSOC session,Press

Rcleaoc \;~X;J'·/1735.) (n:orc)
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(c) Confirmation of' the allncation of funds under the lEx-nauded Proft,rcm
of Technical f~ssistance Lresolution 851 (IX) of 2,) I!(Nvmber 1959

During the ~·.ssembly's sessionJ the Technical A~~e.ict()nc(;: Ctl.J.ll tt~t'~ of tht~

Economic and Social Council will convene to revievT and tJ.pprt,}Vt~ the Expanded
P:rcJgram of Technical Assistance for the year 19Go, as r~conJnci1c.1t~(1 by the Technical.
b~siotance Board. The Program then vill be cubmitted by the Cl'l.;Jill t.tee to the
A~;Dembly which vTill confirm the alloc[·tiol1 of fundo authori.zcll by Ul~ Cl.:mmittee
to each of the oraanizations participatinc in the ~;x:pQllded rror:rt:1:1.

52.. United Nations Korean Reconstruction f\[;€mcy: prOlu'eGS :C(:f",h't. \1' the
~iniot,..ator for §:sidua~Aft:airn of t~c AgenC'y lrecolutl: 11 1~o4 (XIII)
of 10 December 195EV
The United Nations Korean ReCOllctruction Agency '1/10.0 entr'hl:lt~hea by the

General hssembly on 1 December 1950, tu administer the relief on(l reh3bilitation
prcgram of' the United Natie>ns in Korea. lhe Jigency ~caoed aa an (lperational
organization in 1956J and an A&ninictrator for the Reoidual ~ff~lr~ of the AaencYJ
H.E. Eaotwood, wee appointed.

The UNKRA Advi~ory CcrrmitteeJ conninting of Conada, India, the Unit~d Kingdcm,
the United Stateo and Uruguay, ,·ras tt'l continue in being ulltil thp tel'mination of
tee ~gency'~ procram.

The report of the ;~dministratar t{) the .;;tH:lemb1y fr,r the yeti)." hon not yet been
iceued..

35. Report of the United Nations Hir;h Ccmmiosivner f('\l" Refur:e~c.
The annual report of the UN Hiah CcrfJllictjioner fe,l' RefugeeD, f.ur,ucte R. Lindi:"

~v)vers the period r·1ay 1958 to May 1959. The basic repcn't (Doe. 11':l21~') vtas
diccussed by the Ecollomic and Social C(lul1cil last July fJntl ';-1111 be Gubmitted in
printed form to the ~osembly tvgether wit}l reportc ~f th~ Executive Ccmmittee of
tne High CcrrJuissioner's Program.

'Ihe Executive Ccm.mitt~A hac approved prcc;ra.tnc ff(r 195~ tlliK.>unt,:lnn to ~4J7CO,COO.
F1~'t 1960, the target is $12 million. The refugee In't rremi~ (;irQ f.il'H'l1eed by voluntary
a:vt'rnmental and nonc;overnnlental contributiz;n:.; and ldlrl1er 1:,ut.l'l1·Ut'iC:l1C are hoped.
fi'r in rre:sponse to the appenln for the Uorld Refuap0 Y~r;l:r.

'Ihe 19~:O proC;l"am v1il1 bE'lp r~settl{; crme 9, trn rpfuce.::.~", .' f V\H'CT,pun ol"iain
;-:h" are on the Chinese mainland; re ~9ttl(; e0HlC 5, 7('0 r~fueel2n '.:1£ tn'L' under tll~

Hi '''h Gcmmiocioner' G mnndate and vtill Gtill b~ in cmnp:~ in EU1"!· rd tlH':l end of
thL" year; u:id Gcn~p. ::8,7eo rifugeeo in the h31'ldino.pppd cutut;,C1l'y ';lbtl ure DUlc'l::a the
l"~fugee3 under the Corr:minsioner's nwndctc, '\-lho are clut8ide enr:..;.,. in Europe.

The H:ivh Ccrnmioaioner' 0 OfficE? 1ri11 olCt) crlnt.lnue t(1 e' " ,'l: iI':;d:,(~ 1011 t.h the
Lp~1c:ue of' H~d Crucs Societi8s in a b(':.iie i'e~d:ine prfJr;rUm fl'l" ;_ : ~ lfJO" CCO refugees
frnn ,'lgeria vlha are at :pres~nt in :a~'rljcc\; {;jnt! Tunit~ith IhL: ';"l,l' ;llpm Clf the
mm~brian refugees, the High C0rr.minni e 'nt::l' hae rept'1"tc'd, i~c; .It.;~}l':~W i toe final
" lution..

(more) Best Hard Copy Available
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;4. Draft International Covenants on Hurran Rights LDecision of the General
Asseubly on 12 December 19587

The Assembly's decision referred to above was to give priority at the

14th ser.:a;lon to t~onsideration of the draft International Covenants on Hun-an Riuhts.

These covenants -- one on civil and political rights, the other on economic, social

and trultttral rlfJhts -- were originally pre};ared by the Commission on Hun:an Rights

and have been under consideration by the General Assembly since 1954.
vO far, the Third (Doldal, Hurr:anitarianand Cultural) Cotr.:1llittee of the

Assembly has approved:

The preambles to the Covenants;

Article I, on the ri6ht to self-determination, which is the same
in uath covenants;

Ten articles covering economic, social and cultural matters
such as the right to 'Work and fair wages, trade union rights, social
De~,~Ul'1t;,l', welfare, health, education, and freedom for scientific
research;

Six articles on civil and political matters covering the right
to life, prohibition of torture and slavery, freedom from arbitrary
arrest, hun-ane treatment of convicted persons, and prohibition of
imprisonment ~erely for failure to fulfil contractual obligations.

No final action on any article has as yet been taken by the plenary

Assembly.

AmonG the rrain issues still to be dealt with by the Third Committee are

15 draft artl~les on civil and political rights; special measures that would

assure liliplen:entation of the richts set forth in the covenants; the question of

reservationo that might be n:ade by contractinG ~Etatca; and special provisions

concerninG the application of the covenants in states with a federal system of

govern~ent and in non-self-governina territories.

(TIle texts approved by the Third eorr~ittee at the tenth, eleventh and
twelfth oes010115 are reprodu~ed in an annex to the mizr.eographed version of
DocuIr.ent A/3J24. The texts approved by the Committee at the thirteenth session
are rerrodu~ed in the General Assembly Official Records, Annexes 13th Session,
Agenda Item 32. The orit~inal text of the draft covenants and proposals relating
"to them a.re ~(mtained in the General Assembly Offit;ial Records, Annexes Tenth
Session, At"~€n'1da Item 28, Parts I and II.)

35. Draft ~onvention on Freedom of Inforzr.stion: text of the draft convention
formulated by "the ~:ommittee on the Dl'a.t't. Convention on Freedom of Infol'Ira
tiOll and rE?pvrt Qf the iJe~retary-Genera1on the comrr.ents ot' governm.ents
thereon /resolution 1;1; l~ (XIII) of 12 December 19;d/ I---- -
The draft convention on Freedom of Inforn:ation was prepared in 1951 by all

ad hoc cottmittee of the General Assembly. Since then it has been discussed on

(more)
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various occasions by the Economic and Social Council and the Assembly but no final

decision has been taken. Early in 1958} the text of the preamble and the nineteen

articles of the draft convention were again circulated to Member States so that

they would be brought to the attention also of countries recently amnitted to the

United :Nations tI

Ab its last session, the Assembly agreed that an additional opportunity

should be Given to Member States to crystallize their views on the proposed con

vention and requested the Secretary-General to invite further comn:ents Slld pro

posals from them on the draft text. The Assembly also ae;l~eed to discuss the

draft convention at its 1959 session, giving special consideration to any new

proposals that may be rrade.

(The text of the draft convention is contained in the :r;~epol~t O)~ the ad

hoc committee -- Doe. A/AC/42/7. The observations received from covermr.ents Sl"e

swun:arized in Doc. A/4173).

36. Inforr{ation trom Hon-Selt-Governing Territories transmitted under
Article 73 e of the Charter; reports of the Secretary.General and
of' the Committee on Inforn:ation from Non-Self..Governint~ ~rel~ritories-- ....

Under Article 73 e of the Charter} ~ember states admlni~terinG non-self

Governina territories, other than trust territories} transmit annually to the

Secretary-General statistical and other inforreation of s technical nature relating

to economic, social and educational oonditions in the territories they administer.

Sumrr.aries and analyses of the inforttation prepared by the Cecretary-General are

examined each year by the Committee on Inforrr-ation trom Non-Oelf-Governln~

Territories which reports to the Aosembly.

(a) Progress aclllieved by the Non-Self-Govel"l'linI1 Tel"ritories in pursuance
of Chapter XI of the Charter 7resolut1on 10;; (Xl) of 2U February 1~577
I . . . . . ,'~

In accordance with a 1957 request of the General Assembly, the Uecretariat

of the United Nations and the specialized agencies conce:rne1. have prepared a

series of studies for an over-all report -- the first of its kind -- reviewinc

pl"ogress achieved in non-self-governinG territol"ies since the establishn.ent of

the United Nations, tcward the acels set forth in Chapter XI of the rharter.

The report, now n~arly completed, will consist ef a ceneral and an

analytical section as well as a section sUlmarizinc; the infaruation "lhlt~h haG

been placed before the Conmittee durinG rast yenra. The ~eneral and analytical

sections '''ill consist of over l}eOO lnin:eographed ~atjes" v1hile the GUJrJr.ary 1-till

have some l,lCOmirr.eographed pages. AlliOllG a wide l"anLe ofspecifie toplt'G dealt

(reore)
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with are developments in agriculture, power and industry, public finance, race

relations, cooperative societies, social welfare, demographic conditions, health

achievements and nutrition, and educational progress on all levels including adult

education and technical and vocational training.

Having been asked to recommend the method which the Assembly might adopt

in examining the report, the Committee felt that it would be practical to entrust

the detailed examination of the report to a small body. Should the Assembly decide

to assign the work to the Committee, its members agreed that the Committee could

accomplish the task next year, in addition to its normal work.

(b) Information on educational conditions

Each year, the Corr~ittee on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories

gives special attention in its studies to either economic, social or educational

conditions. This year's report (Doc. A/4111) to the Assembly is priwarily

concerned with educational conditionsg The report states that Hin vast areas

less than one-tenth of the children of school-going age are attending schools

and many do not remain at school for the "minimum period required to lay firm

foundations for permanent literacy.lI While appreciating, in general, the

progress made in recent 'Tears, the Corr~ittee expressed the view that acceleration

in the pace of educational advances is necessary.

(c) Information on other conditions

In addition to devoting special attention to educational conditions, the

Committee at its tenth session last spring also discussed social and economic

conditions.

:a) General questions relating to the transmission and examination
of inforrration

In the course of its tenth session, the Committee was informed of decisions

by the Governments of the United States and France to cease transmitting inforrea

tion to the United Nations on certain of their non-self-governing territories.

The representative of the United States informed the Committee that since

the last session of the Committee, the Unit~d States Congress had voted to admit

Alaska and Hawaii as the 49th and 50th states of the Union. His Government would

~hortly inform the Secretary-General that it intended to cease transmitting

statistical and other information on these two territories. This would leave the

United states with only three non-self-governing territories on which information

would continue to be sent. They are American Samoa, Guam and the Virgin Islands.

(more)
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The representative of France considered that it was not appropriate

for the Committee to discuss the decision taken by his Govern~ent to cease

transmitting information on all the territories, except the New Hebrides, on

which France had been transmitting information in the past. A corrmunication

(Doe. A/4096) to the Secretary-General from the Perreanent Representative of

France explained in brief that because of the internal autonomy granted the

territories the French Govern~ent had decided to stop sending inforrration on

French Hest Africa, French Equatorial Africa, Madagascar, the COltoro Archipelago

and French Somaliland.

The representatives of Iraq, Ghana, Ceylon and India stated that,

according to an ea~lier Assembly resolution, the General Assembly would have to

consider the communication from the Government of France and the one to be sent

by the United States concerning the cessation of inforreation on the territories

concerned.

The representatives of Ceylon, Ghana and India also noted that no

information on the territories under the administration of Portugal had as yet

been ~ade available to the Committee.

(e) Report of the Secretary-General on new developments connected with
the association of Non-Belf-Governing Territories with the ~uropean

ECOnomic Corrmunity (resolution 1330 (XIII) of 12 December 19,b)

Noting with concern that the administering members had thus far submitted

no information on the possible effects of the association of the non-self-governing

territories under their administration with the European Economic Comnlunity, the

Assembly last year again invited the administering members concerned to transmit

information concerning this reatter.

The Assembly also requested the Secretary-General to prepare for the

14th session a report on new developments connected with the association of

non-self-governing territories with the EEC, taking into account the information

to be submitted by the administering members and the, studies that might be

undertaken in this connection by other UN bodies and international organs.

(f) Offers of study and training facilities under resolution 845 (IX)
of 22 November 1954: report of the Secretary-General \resolution
1331 (XIII) of 12 December 19Jb)

In 1954, the Assembly, in a resolution on educational advancement in non

self-Governing territories, invited member states "to extend generously their

offers of facilities not only for study and training of university standard

but, in the first place, for study at the post-primary level as well as technical

(more)
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and vocational training of immediate practical value. tI It also recommended that

the administering members "rr.ake the greatest possible use" of such offers ..

Each year, the Secretary-General submits a report to the Assembly giving

details of the offers made and the extent to which they have been taken up.

In 1958, the Assembly noted that the major part of the scholarships offered

by member states remained unutilized.

It invited the administering members to ensure that such offers may be

utilized and -bo render every possible assistance to the candidates, particularly

with regard to facilitating their travel formalities. It also requested the

offerin~ states to take into account the necessity of furnishing complete inforrr.a

tion about the scholarships offered and, whenever possible, the need to provide

travel funds to prospective students.

The resolution requested the Secretary-General to include, in his future

reports, detailed information concerning the actual use ~ade of the offers.

37. Election to fill vacancies in the Committee on Information from
Non-Belf-Governing Territories

The CorrEittee on Inforrr.ation from Non-Belf-Governing Territories is

composed of members transmitting inforEation on the non-self-governing territories

they administer and an equal number of non-administering members usually elected

by the Fourth Committee on behalf of the Assembly. First established on a

three-year basis in 1949, the Committee was continued by the Assembly for further

periods of three years in 1952, 1955 and 1958.

The Corr~ittee at present is composed of Australia, Belgium, France,

the Netherlands, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States (members

transmittinG infor~ation) and Brazil, Cey1on, the Dominican Republic, Ghana,

Guatemala, India and Iraq (elected members).

Elections will be held during the coming Assembly to fill two vacancies

caused by the expiry at the end of this year of the terms of Ceylon and

Guaterr.ala.

(n:ore)
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38~ Question of South vlest Africa:

(a) Report of the Good Offices Committee on Douth ~est Africa
!resolution 1243 (XIII) of 30 October 1958/;

In 1957, the Assembly decided to establish a Good Offj,ces Ccmmi ttee to

discuss with the Government of the Union of South Africa IIA basis for an agreement

which would continue to accord the territory of South West Africa an international

status~" The territory was originally administered by the Union of South Africa

under a League of Nations Mandate~

The Good Offices Committee, composed of Sir Charles Noble Arden-Clarke

(United Kingdom), Vasco T. Leitao da Cunha (Brazil) and r.·Jalter N. Halmsley (United

States), held joint discussions with the South African Government in Pretoria in

1958 and then made its report to the Assembly last year.

The Assembly decided not to accept the suggestions contained in the report

"that enVisage partition and annexation of any part of the territory as {3 basis

for the solution of the question of South Hest Africa," 8n(1 invited the Committee

to renew discussions with the South African Government in order to find a basis

for an agreement which would continue to accord to the territory "ao n whole" an

international status, "and which would be in conformity ,\·,1th the purposes and

principles of the United. Nations. 11

The Committee's report for this year has not yet 'been issued.

(b) Report of the Committee on South West Africa/resolution 749 A (VIII)
of 28 November 1953/;

The Assembly's committee which reports annually on conditions in South

West Africa also continued. its work this year. This ccrrmittee, established in

1953 after attempts to reach an agreement with the Douth African Government on scme

form of United Nations supervision over South West Africa had failed, is to

function "until such time as an agreement is reached" between the United l~ations

and the Union of South Africa regarding South West Africa.

The South African Goverrment, hmvever, ha s declined to submit annual

reports to the United Nations on the territory or to forward ~etitions from

inhabitants of the territory. It ha~ maintained that the mandate for South

West Africa has lapsed and., with the demise of the league of Nations, it recognizes

no other international obligations regarding its adminiotration of the territory.

Consequently, the reports of the Con:rnittee to the Asoembly on ccnditiot1G in the

territory have been based on data com~iled by the Gecrctorint.

The Committee '0 report to the forthcoming Aor;mnrily han not. yet been issued.

(more) Best Hard Copy Available '



- 24 - Press Release GA/1823
19 August 1959

59.

(c) Gtudy of legal action to ensure the fulfilment of the obligations
aooumed by the Union of South Africa in respect of the Territory of
Couth West Africa !resolution 1247 (XIII) of 30 October 195§!

The Ccrrmittee on South West Africa was asked in 1957 to make a study of

this Dubject, and to consider further the question of securing from the Internation

al Court of Justice advisory opinions regarding the administration of the territory.

Last year, the Assembly decided to resume further consideration of the matter at

its fourteenth seooion.

The Corrmittee's report for this year has still to be issued.

(a) Election of three members of the Committee on South West Africa
7resolution 10Dl (XI) of 26 February 19577

Ao originally constituted in 1953, the Committee on South West Africa

consioted of seven members. In February 1957, the Assembly decided to increase

its membership to nine, with one-third of its lnembers retiring each year.

Membero of the Ccrr.mittee are appointed by the Assembly on the recommendation of

the Fourth Ccn:mittee.

The Assembly resolution~ however, did not specify which members should

retire annually; it left tbat decision to the individual members of the Committee.

Retiring membero ore eligible for re-election.

Fresent members of the Ccrr~ittce are: BraZil, Ethiopia, Finland, Indonesia,

Mexico, Pakistan, the United Arab Republic, the United States and Uruguay.

OfforD by Member states of study and training facilities for inhabitants
of trust territories: re'Port of the Trusteeship Council !resolution 1277
~XIII) of 5 tecembcr 1958/ -- -
l~otina that the major p:irt of the scholarships offered by UN memrIC}rE'

stateo for inhabitants of trust territories remained unutilized, the Assembly

"once again" invited tb<: administering authorities to take all necessary rleasures,

~onsistent 'Hitll the interests and needs of the territories and their ~eop:;'es,

to ensure that such scholarshitsmay be utilized by the inhabitants of the

trust territories.

(more)
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UGe 0.1.' ou.:h n~holt\j:tihips UC('Ol'U :,na t.o il1.,l,'Ol'h.a'Llon s\tppl1ed hy Lhe l;L(.Mljo:i' ctatec

o.i:'i'crinr.:; thcu. f~he Council too:~ uute 01' thin rc.'l"'I,j'i" Cl. Sld.U.t,'y '. 1:ht,,'h is

include/..1 0.0 ~:. Gopurate section oi' the Coul1cll t s r(r~Jr'L tt) Uie r;fHc~'31 /tti{jol!1bly.

und 0:: ItaJ.y (l"esolutlon 1;1: '" (XIII)

0111 urb:Ltra '1, :.on Ll'lb1.mal.

AP:')(J ~,1'ltcd ':1:1 a;'cordan.~t; "::' th the pi" .. 'Ct;U",(;) ",
""" ."'-'0

. t 1 tl ., .. .::-, . "'le ...
~:.i,l ',le? on:J~n\"Ul1~(~ Ch an H1i~;ellcut:CU",

thC:tll.

In 1:'5;], the j~ssetlbly 1:as ini'ormcd that the 01'1 i tl'atlun trn'unl~l ho.t1 not met

bc;.;'auce 110 a::;:'ccnent had been ~~ea..::heu 011 its tel'uo U~' rcfc:r~HIi'(;, l~(jr 011 the

QIJPolntl.1Cll't, l~d' 0.11 indepondent pCrCt'll. <111e At~!jcl.J ':1 thc;r(1~'r\'ll :"(1 • J:1c;1'ltit;;;u tho. t

thl.c a1': . trnt· l! tl'i.,

•
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Best Hard Copy Available
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~he last Anoembly a100 requeoted the governments of Ethiopia and of Italy to

r~port to i'ts 11:th zeosion on the meaSU1"ez taken to resolve the .Ll"ontier problem.

1"'11I [! Lld ..U!

'lbese l1 P!'H11'to have not yet been oubmitted t

41. 'Ihe futl:ro 0';: the trust ter!".!. tory or the et-Maroons under Unitet1 Kin~dom
adr.lin.i.ctro.tlon (reoolutiol1 l)~O (XIII) of 13 l·:al~ch 1959

At its loot oeooion, the Aosel.lbly reuor,imended that zeparate p1ebizcitee be

held undcl' Un.!. te<1 :ratl 'Jl1G oupcl~vioion in l'oth the northern and south.ern parts 0 ..'

Britioh...al.o:t: ·~..l:otc:; ..ed C:.~meroons in oi~del" to ascertain the ~1iohes oi' the inhal)itantD

l"egardinc thc:lr ..'trli.ll"e.

'Ihe Dlc"ulsclte in the Horthern Cadcroons, the Aooembly recor::mended, should be

he1<1 abCJut the i.l~.t~dle ol' Hovember 195:;, ana that in the Southern CGueroons bet~:ceil

the bee; :nnin::; 0",' DC'cember 195~:; and the Clia o~' Apr~.l l::GO.
'10 f:jlX~:Cil'V lriC both plcbic'citoo in the E.ritloh CUi.lOl1 oons, the A'lsoembly elected

Ambassador D~nlal Abdoh of Iran to lye United lrations P1ebiscito Commissioner" vho

11il1 act on :whal: 0.: the General Ac::;emb1y. He ,1111 be assisted by observers and

sta.:.'f ttJ 1}C! cl";PO ',nted by the Gecretary-Generol 1n consultation 11ith him.

(0.) Grr;all<~.zatlon or the pl(1)is,nite in the southern part 0':: the terr:l.tory:
(1ucotion of the t~JO ulterr~atiyes tu be put to the people and the
cnw.l1.l1·cationo for votinr:

"1ith reope ... t to the rleblG~~itc in the notlthel"n Cnmeroonc, the Ansembly ue-=ile",1

that the t~·o al.tcrnativeo to l,e put to the pcovleand the qualL:icatlol1s ;:01' votln~

in the 111c(.,.!.cL'1to there shoulJ u\; ,~onsillercd by the General AssCimbly at its l]·th

session.
(b) ~k~lJOl.. t 0.' the United I:o.tio110 Plabi£Jcite Commissioner on the pleblscite

in. the northern port 0,.: the tarritory und re:port of the ~rusteeship

Counc':l

As i"or the plt.:bith:i1.e in the northern Co.mel"oons, the AsseMbly reccn~-,mended that

the people tllCl'(~ choulJ be o.sl~cd iL' they ':ish the northern Camerool1s to be part 0:

the northerl1 :~cG:~on or rJigeria 'uhon the :"'ederation of Higeria becoliles independent,

or whether tllOY :avor d~ciding the '::uture or their country at a later date.

~he ~nited i~tionG Plebiccite Ce~l~isGioner is requesteu to stuJmit to the
'l'ruGteeGhi~~ CCluncll a l"~P01·t il1 t .... !') po.l'to on the o..:ganii:atlon, conduct and results
o~: the p2,c11t~ ':to~. ~jhe :"'1rG1., part '-'.a.' the report, dealina ~."lth the plcbis..:ite in
the Horthc::n C :c.'rCOl1G, iG to be sull;}1 t'led 1n t,lme 101' trallomlsGic'l1 to the General
Aosembly ~'Gl' " ,nuldcl"o:th_m bC.•:ore the cnd ot the 1.1 th oession. tlhe Assembly
requestc·c: ~lw l:"'tloteeohip Council to tl"anOl~lit the ~'cports of the Uhitcd Nations
Plebiscitc CCl..t:itHJionel", toe;ethcl' \~1 th o.ny re,,'oml~lendutlans an·l obGcrvat· ons it
~ons iuol'n l1o·coClLlry.

To Ct"'nr, '('1' the repiJrt () the ruited 1ra1.,10ns Plebis~ito C01.iuiosioner on
the ple;j t~ " le' 1n lhe I'!I)rtherl1 c~ ;,Jcr\ 'ono, the 1'l'ustecGhip Coul1,~il has dc<.,:ided to
~onV(lne n n.",' \}U! G€'GGiun ill t;'~)vcml'er 1~':3''\ ut UN HeCldCluc.t.rterG ..
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~2. Financial reports and accounts, and reports of the Board of Auditors:

(a) United Nations, for the financial year ended 31 December 1958

United Nations Refugee Fund, for the financial year ended
3~ December 195tl .

The report (Doe. A/41l8) ohcws that as of 31 December 1958 the surplus

in the Fund amounted to $1,837,896, representina money available for approved

~ne report (Doe. A/4ll6) shvws that obligations incurred for 1958 amounted

to $60,848,555 compared with total appropriations of $61,121,9CO. At the end

of the year there was an unobliGated balance of $273,345. Receipts from

miscellaneous income exceeded the anticipated amounts by $86,47~. Thus J total

income credited for the financial year represented by ~emberot contributions

and miscellaneous income ($61 J 208,374) exceeded the total of ou1ications incurred

by $359 J 819.
(b) United Nations Chi1dren!s Fund, for the financial year ended

31 December 195~ ,

The financial report on ut~ICEF (Doe. A/411;) shows that the principal

of the Fund on 31 December 1958 amounted to $33,332,640, representinG an

increase of $571,340 in the level of the Fund durinG the year.

(c) United Nations Relief and Works Aeency for Palestine Refugees in
tile Nea!:. East f for the financial year ended ':;1 December .L~'d,

The report (Doe. A/4ll7) shows that the surplus at the end of 1958 was
$3,257,192. The workina ca~ital at the end of 1957 was $18,900,209 with an

increase of $3J293,711 in 1958n:aking the worlting capital at the end of 1958,

$22,199,920.

(d)

projects $

43. Supplementary estin:ates for the Financial year 1959

A report on supplercentary expenses not ineluded in the recular budget

appropriations for 1959 will be submitted by the Gecretary-General in the

course of the Assembly session.

44. BudGet Estinates for the financial year 19~O

An estirr.ated gross budget of $61,863,200 for 1960 has been submitted by

the Secretary...Genera1 (Doe. A/4110). The figure is $1,061,080 hicher than the

approved Gross appropriations for 1959 of $60,802,120. Income to Offset 1960

expenditures is estin:ated at $11,569,300 which would leave a net expenditure

level of $50,293,900. Net expenditures for 1959 were approved at $49,359,240.

(rcore)
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The Aclvloor:/:ui!Jnlttee on AdIi1inistrat:i.ve and Bud~eta.ry questions has submitted

a l'el;ort (Dov. i ... / ll170) rei'or(:mendll1t~ an over-all redu~tioll of ~)G49,9CO ill the

19t;O eotI:;,Ut:eo.

4:;. Appolntrr.ents t" f ill vai~an~ie£j in the membership of subsidiary bodies
01' the General l\sDerr.bly

(a) .HlvlsOl':l t'c:!:!:llttee on A2IDinistrative and Budgetary Q,'l1eotions

ThlD t '(11:1:11 ttee :unsiuts of nlne ll~embers elected by the General Assembl~r

for a term of three years.

1'Ll'('U retire eadl ~fear but; are elit:ible for re-election. Members

VIllose tur!~;J tI[ 01'1' i te expire at 1',:'1<: ent1 of 1959 are Andre Gnneu (Frarh:e),

Kadhi:l Kbo. le l' (Iraq) and T.J. Uata.t'o,jan (India) e A fUl"thcr Vt;lt':lnt~y has

{lean !!~l'pa Lltd ,;: 11l(~ res l;~mltiCJ11 of J01111 E. Foveo (Un!ted etat,;w) so that

1t V1ill tiC' ut.:, 'l:~JDary for the General lW!.H~I;:bly tc) appoint 0. n:cmbel' fol' the

unexpl1'cd part of his tel'm, '1, Jt\t1.1.{ur:1' 1')(.0 to 31 Det.'ember 19G1 (Doe:. A/'~125

and l..dd.l) •

'Ihlo .iD Cl lO-::.<:mber (~cmu;~l t tee \-1hose r.:embers also retlrG b~l rota tion

611(1 are cl L :H\le for reappolntl..cnt. l·lembers '-Those three-year termo of

of!'i'e c:':l'il'c at rim (~~Hl ~lf It)~/ ere ~'t..H.l·1. Hlllis (United IOn. dUl;J.) ,

J.tel'n~ad :\. n~ va (l~razil) ,:iHd ,~hinu:l iljlJ"d~ (\'a,uada) ( ' .. ll./412(J).

( .)
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(d) InvestIr.ents Con.mittee: Confirrr.ation of the appolntn~ent u:ade
by the Uecretary~G~neral

The Investments Committee t~onoists of three n:cmuers u!l!'loil1ted for

three-year terms by the Secretary-General after (.'oncultatioH '\1ith the Advisory

:OIunittee on Administrative and Bud~etary Queotiono" The uppolnClT.cnt 10

subject to the approval of the Assembly, A va~an\":{ '\.;ill t!le ,'ouGed by the

expiration of the three-year term of offit:e of' Jacques Hueff (Franl.'e) 011

31 December 1959. The Decretary-General will submit to the General Aosel.ibljl'

for its confirrration the reappointment of !~. Rueff as a member of the

Investments Corr.mittee for a three-~'ear term to \·OlT.rr.en..~e on 1 JanUo.r~l l~C.O.

The Advisor;yl' Corr.mittee 011 .f\.dnlinistrative and Budgetary queotions IJuc ecml'urred

in this rcup:pointILent, and 1-11". Rueff ls willinG to eontinue to oerve.

(e) United Nations Administrat!ive T.rlbunal

The Tribunal io comJ;osed of seven n:em1:'erz 3Dl,;ointed b:; the Aocemuly

for three-year tern:s (Doe. A/4127). Those n~emberc whooe terl':jo of offit'e

expire at the cnd of 1959 are Herald RicGcln.all (United Dtateo) and the

Ri£!ht Hon. Lord Crook (United Kincdom).

(f) United Nations Gtaff Pencion Ccrrmittee

Thio COl~.mittec ~'on~iDtc of thrCettCl;.berc 3hd thrl1c aJ tCl"rmtcc e1ewted

b:t the General A:;semtly, three n,cr.:bcro and three: alternateD U!"l~ointcd by

the fJcC'retar:t-Gcneral, and three n.Qmb~rG und thl~CC 0.1 "*Jernnte:J cle~·tcd by

the staff of the DU De(.·retariat. 'I'he term of offi"c tJf 1ht~ prCG(mi. n:embers

elcwted by the Assembly wIll expire 011 31 De·\{:mLcr l'.J~).

(n:ore)
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4fj. RC:l}ort of the I<!ngotiatinr; Con:mittee for Extra-Eudgetary Funds
7;;:;;OIilt1on 1297'; B (Xllf) of ? Deccmber-I95~7 # -

~# --

Ct'rtnln r:wti.vitiec of the UI~ and the nr:ecialized agencies are financed by

voluntary ('ontrftutionn of member r;overnmentG. Ouch activities, not provided for

in the r 0 ;ular budeetn of the UN or the agencies, include the Expanded Program of

Technicn 1 ;'\c,niot.on{'c, the UN Children r0 Fund, the UN Refugee J.1'und and the UN

Rfillici' and ·,'orlcD l\fr,ency for Poleotin(~ Rc'fugees in the Hear East ..

To nooint in obtaining funds for theoe programs, the Assembly during its

thirteenth zesnion again requested the President to appoint a Negotiating

Coti;mitt,ce for Extra ...EudgetaryFuncls to serve until the close of the fourteenth

cession of t,1~~ l\(}s€:mbJy. The Fresidentappointed a Committee comr-osed of

Arg-. ~'tint), Erazil, Gnnada, Frnnce, Lebanon, I~ew Zealand, Pakistan, United Kingdcm

nnd the Hr:rlt.ed •:tQte{~ •

the iloneml11y ,"lill oleo convene, during its fourteenth

Deosion, on QU hec ~cmmittee composed of all members for the announcement of

voluntary c"ntricutions to UImEF and UNRHA. There will ce se};arate meetings for

each of U:e t~·,o refuc;ee r·rcgrams.

l~1. ~~~,~ 1~ of' ;'~ne£,';smr.:nto for the rfPDortionment of the ex~enses of the United
fJotionn: rrtr;art. of the Corr.mittce on Contributions
Ztc.~.}luti(Jn l?O~=B (XIII)or-10 December 19517

At itG thirteenth r,en~ion, the Ansembly approved a re~ort of the Committ~e

on CC\n+'rir·ut.i~"'nc ~"\ontaining f:3 r12·!ic~d ncole of' contributiC'ns i't)r the apporticmnent

~!f UU !::'T(Hl~~,(jf" 'lhidl ~JOul(1 fH)t t10rm31Jy r~e rcvieued until l')hl. HO'"1t~ver, under

Rult: lt~l nt U:r 1 J1er,cm'bly tD rUlec t)f' rrcr~('h'lure, the Ccrr,mitteE; in inst.ruct/·d to

advic(~ t ..l:t" !':~t~~;zYel,l:,.. on t,he f)~t;t:{jr,l\f~:.t l't"·of..r1endefl for n~J"l n:~m't(?r{j. rrhe Rerubli~

ott Guim1
,') 't:r~:~ ndm i t t,od to t'nitccl ITnticnr r.:cribcrrcip on 12 :Dcccr,ib:r 1959

and the rrJ'1ittf"t,J t ; rrQi;~nt re}r,")!'t tu the I'GnC'~:lbly (Dec. :1j411t?)contoino the

l'el~tr;J':f ndf1t.ion ilmt GUin('l.'1 r,Lculd b~~ rH'~(~ec~cdat the minimum rnte, o.c4 rer eent.
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4B. Aucit reports relating to eeFenditure bY_Dpecialized a~cncies of technieql
ac~istance funds allocated from the CJ;ecial Account lreoolut.ion 511 A (VIr
of 12 January 10521 -

SUbject to the confirmation of the Assembly, the Tccnninal AotJintance

Committee authorizes the allocation of fendo to each of the rarticirating orffnnizn

tions in proportion to their share in the approved over-all program. 'Ihece fundo

are drawn from the liet financial resources, after settine 3side the expences of

the secretariat of the Technical Assistance Board and such amounts as may be

reqUired to reimburce the vlorking Capital Fund and Resel'vc Fund for 'uitbdrawalo

during tbe preceding year to finance obligations for urgent needn authorized by

the Executive Chairman of the TJiB.

An audit report (Doc. A/4J16) under 'thic. item relateo to t?Xf;Quc1:1tureo of

technical assistance funds for the year ended ;1 l1ecember 1<J5ft

Administrative and Bud~etary Coordination bet,·,een the United :r'~ationc. and
the specialized a~encies: report Of the AdVisory-Committee on Admirifntrative
and Budgetary Question~ --- =- -V~ ~-~ -~"=--

ec:iiimates
The 1960 ".Judget I of nine specialized agencies and the Int.er11otiona1 Atomic

Energy Agency will be the SUbject of a Ge~arate report of the Advisory Committee.

In its tenth report to the session (Doc. A/4170) the Advisory Crrrmittee

states that the total of these bUdgets, as approved or proposed for 1?60, amountc

to $65,061,750. This total, together with the proponed bUdget of the utI, rnakeo

an aggregate of $126,924,950 which states, members of the 11 organiz3tions, will

ce asked to appropriate during 1960.

A:t:art frcm the above, members will also be invited to contril',ute to extra ..

bUdgetary activities, sucb as UNICEF} the Special Fund, technical nsni~tonce,

refugee aid, etCft. Assuming the same level of contributions to these programo in

1'160 as in 1959, the total of the regular bUdgets of the UN, the GI~eciolized

ngencies, the IAEA and voluntary contributions would b~ of the order or $235
million in 1960.

The Advisory Corrmittee has Guemitted nerarate repcrtc on eoordinotion

lett·:een the Ui1 and the IAEA (Doe .. A/l~13r;) and 'het'tt:een t.he UN end the Il,ternational

T~1ccc~wnunicationUnion (Doc. A/hl4Q).

Construction of the Ul'lited Not-ionn buildinr; in ~7ontiar:o, Cbile: Pro~renc

ro-port ·of the"Secretary:Generol !resolutfon l27;-(XIII1 {)f I4-NOvember~1f.~7
~ --== -=~- .....

At. its thirteenth nencion t.he Assembly authori z(\d -+,he C(,?t;tretery-G011orol to

r'l'ccced '·'ith the preraration of plans ond. (~onCJtru('t 1011 ('1' fJ un l,ui lditlft 'lr.! GDntioeo~

on land donated by the Government ef Chile, at n ''\()~jt n"lt to (')tf'Pf'ft ~(,JtO,CCC. 'Ihe

(mor~)
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building will house ur~ offices in that city, including the Economic Commission for

Latin America.

The progress report by the Secretary-General has not yet been issued.

51. United Nations International School: report of the Secretary-General
7resol1,l~ion 1297 (XIII) of 5 December 19587 -

The Assembly during its thirteenth session requested the Secretary·General

to continue to use his good offices to assist the Eoard of Trustees of the Inter

National School in finding suitable accommodations for the school in the immediate

vicinity of ~JN Headquarters, in developing plans for a bUilding, and in efforts

to raise funds from private sources for the construction of a bUilding and, if

neceosary, for the acquisition of a site. The Assembly last year granted the

school, as an exceptional measure, a swn of $32,700 to meet the expected deficit

during the academic year 1951-'59.

A further progress report on this question by the Secretary-General has

not yet been issued.

52. Public information activities of the United Nations: report of the
Secretary-General[~esolution1335 {XIII) of l~ December 19~87

Last year, the Assembly reviewed u~ public information activities on the

basis of a report by a Committee of Experts. It requested the Secretary-General

to give effect in 1959 to those recommendations made by the Committee which in

his opinion would further the objectives of the UN public information program

with the maximum of effectiven3ss at the lowest possible cost.

In his report on the progress made in carrying out the Assembly's request

(Doe. A/ltld.2), the Secretary-General recalls the concern of member states that a

policy of stabilization of public information expenditures should apply over a

period. He recommends that this policy should involve: stabilization at the

current level of professional staff employed in public information activities;

outposting of additional professional staff within the current level for execution

of field production projects; utilization of combined Secretariat staff resources

to meet additional derr.ands in the operation of information centers; stabilization

of the amount of vrerotional. fundn for the information media at the total Gum

approved for 19~o; provision of local costs inclUding local staff of the informa

tion centers., at the level required for effective operation.

(more)



- 33 - Press Release GA/1A23
19 August 1959

The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, in its

ccmments (Doe. A/h170 ) on the Secretary-General's report, considers t4e new policy

outlined fla step forward," but states that the Secretary-General's proposals

"represent, at best, a possible slovling dOvln of further increase of expenditure

on r:ublic information activities. fI

53. United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund

(a) Annual report on the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund;

The financial statement of the Fund for the year ended 30 September 1959
shows ~hat the principal of the Fund increased from $69,697,6~2 to $°0,393,303

durino ~he year and that the effective yield was at an annual rate of 3.522 per

cent.

(b) Report on the fifth actuarial valuation of the UN Joint Staff Pension
Fund.

(This report has not yet been issued.)

54. Personnel Questions

(a) Geographical distribution of the staff of the Secretariat: report of
the Secretary-General !resolution 1294 (XIII) of 5 D~cember 19587;

(b) Proportion of fixed-te!'m staff;

(c) Other personnel questions.

The Assembly last year recommended that the Secretary-General should con

tinue his efforts to achieve a better geographical distribution of the otaff at

all levels, giVing particular regard to posts at the top level, and that more

interchange of personnel between Headquarters and UN field offices should be

carried out whenever possible.

The Secretary-General was requested to report more fully to the present

session of the Assembly on the progress made. The report has not yet been issued.

(more)
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55. Report of the International Law Cormnission on the work of its eleventh session

The International Law Corr~ission held its eleventh session in Geneva from

20 April to 26 June 1959- The main topics dealt with in the report (DOceA/4l69 )

are: the law of treaties, consular intercourse and immunities, and ad hoc diplomacy.

The "Law of Treaties 11 was one of' the subjects selected by the Commission at

its first session for codification. At its 1959 session, the Commission considered

the first of four reports submitted by its Chairman, Sir Gerald Fitzmaurice of the

United Kingdom, in his capacity as special rapporteur for the subject. The Commis..

sion adopted 14 articles together with a commentary including introductory provisions

relating to the scope of a proposed Code. The articles deal with the draWing up,

conclusion and entry into force of treaties. They are intended to be incorporated

into a Code which may contain more than 100 articles. When completed, a first

draft of the Code will be submitted through the Secretary-General to governments

for their observations.

On the subject of "Consular Intercourse and Immunities," the Commission's

report submits 19 articles as the first part of a draft convention. The Commission

is to give priority in 1960 to completion of the draft which will then be submitted

to governments for their observations~ The text will be reviewed by the Commission

in 1961 in the light of observations received. In its final form, the convention is

intended to complement the draft convention on Diplomatic Intercourse and Immunities

(see item 56 below)e

The Corrmission's report recalls that the Commission decided to study ad hoc

diplomacy, which constitutes one form of diplomatic relations between states, as

the draft articles prepared by the Commission on diplomatic intercourse and inwuni

ties had been limited to ~ermanent diplomatic missions. The Commission anticipates

that its special rapporteur on the subject will submit a report to its 1960 seSSion.

Such questions as co-operation with other bodies and the planning of future

work are also dealt with in the Commission's report.

56. Diplomatic Intercourse and Irr~unities (resolution 1288 (XIII) of 5 December
1958; Report of ~he International Law Commission (Doc.AI3859))~

In 1952 the General ,:'.ssembly requested the International Law Commission to

undertake the codification of "diplomatic intercourse and immunities." At its 1954
session, the C0rnmission began work on the subject and in 1957 adopted a series of

prOVisional rtraft arti~les with corr~entary which were transmitted to governments

for cottment. At its 1958 session the Commission reviewed the draft articles in the

light ('If 1.:'('1TI1TIf"1l1,H E>x1>:r:essed by mell1ber goyernments and by the Sixth (Legal) Committee

UJ. 1.ll~ I. lJlJ'( :\crlPlUhly. The (;('Itrmission then prepared a complete set of draft artiC'leS

~~,,~~~---.- (more)_-4III
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on diplomatic intercourse and immunities, but dealing only with permanent missions

and not ff ad hoc diplomacy."

The 1958 Assembly, after considering these draft articles, decided to include

the item in the agenda of its fourteenth session with a view to the early conclusion

of a convention, and to consider which body should be entrusted with the formulation

of the convention.

Question of the publication of a United Nat~ons juridical yearbook
-7resolution 1291 (XIII) of 5 December 195~1_.
In 1958 the General Assembly asked the Secretary-General to prepare a report

on the question of the publication of a UI~ juridical yearbook, including the techni

cal and financial implications of such a project, and taking into account the sugges

tions made during discussions in the Sixth (Legal) Corr~ittee that year. The Assembly

also decided to include the item in the agenda of its 14th session.

The report of the Secretary-General is contained in Doc.Aj4l51.

58. Question of initiating a study of the juridical regime of historic waters,
including historic bays ZresolutioD 1306 (XIII) of 10 December 1958/ .

The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, which met in Geneva

last year, adopted a resolution requesting the General Assembly "to arrange for a

study of the juridical regime of historic waters, including historic bays, and for

the corr~uDication of the results of such study to all states members of the United

Nations."

The 1958 Assembly, in a resolution which stated that the publication of a

UN juridical yearbook might encourage the develo~ment of international law, decided

to place the item on the agenda of its 14th session.

Anote by the Secretary-General (Doc.Aj4l61) gives the texts of the resolu

tions adopted by the Conference and by the Ger.cral Assembly cln the subject.

59. Prevention of the wider dissemination of nuclear weapons Litem pro~osed by
Irela1&/

In submitting this item for the agenda, the Permanent Representative of

Ireland recalled in an explanatory memorandum (Doc.Aj4.l25) that at the la.st Assembly

session Ireland had drawn attention to tithe dangers to world peace involved in the

spread of nuclear weapons and to the urgent need that the present nuclear powers

would remain the sole possessors of such weapons. 11 Subsequently, the Ix'ish Minister

for External Affairs, Mr. Frank Aiken, had introduced a draft resolution on this

sub~ect (Do~_A/C.ljL.206)

(more)
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In the Assembly's First (Political) Corr~ittee, the second paragraph of the

draft resolution -- which would have the Hssembly recognize the dangers inherent

in the further disseruination ef nuclear vTea-pons -- "VTas appl"oved by a roll-call vote

of 37 to none with 1404 u'Lstentions. The l~presentative of Ireland then withdrew the

resolution as a whole after expressing satisfaction that no votes had been cast

against the pa:t:agl's,:r;h" He expressed the hope that the reconstituted Disarmament

Commission ,',ould deal ";,,i th the question 0.6 one of its first items"

The Irioh rr.C:lr.ol.':lndum goes on to declare: "In the light of' the recognition

of the UCl.l1c;el'S involved in the ",idel" distribution of' nuclear "Vlea,P0ns implied in the

vote of the First Corr~iutee at the 13th session of the General Assembly, and of

subsequent develo:pments" the Irish Government believes it "\vill be the ",ish of the

General Assernltly to ~ivc further consideration to this important and urgent questlcn

at its 14tll session in the ho~e that effective and generally acceptable means of

dea.ling ",1 th it I;iay Le J:'ound. 11

60. C.uestion of the l'cpl.'ecentation of China in the United I~ations

Inclusion of this item in the agenda was requested by India in a letter

dated 13 July (Doe ...;,/4139), "\vhich said it was necessary to consider the matter "not

only from the point of view of the legitimate rights of the Chinese people and their

Government, but also from the ~oint or view of the effectiveness of the Organization

itself. If There 'I'.vas no doubt, the memorandum asserted) Uthat only the People t s

Government of China is in a positioll to comply with those decisions and recolur.enda

tiol1s of the Uni teu I:ations whidl affect the Chinese sIJecifically or which are

addressed to all n:emb::u' L1t·itE:!S.!1

Indi3. sui mi tt8;l similar items at the naeventh, 'l)velfth 'Jnd Thirteenth

sessions, lout in each CD.se the Generul Hsseml.ly endorsed the l"ecclll1nendation of its

General Ccn.mitt8G net to include the itenl in the nuenda. The Assembly ~lso decided

not to consider, ~lt I?':tch s~ssion concerned, IInny proposals to exclude the represen:ol~:).

tives of the Gov~rnH.ellt (II' tilt;: Hel,ubli(~ ai' Chint.a or to seat l'epresentt\tives of tb~

Central People's Governrt.entof' the Feop1e' s Republic of China. If

'.rhe vote in the Asse1ably in 195b vlUS 47 in faver to 24 against, viith 8
(l.uGtentions.

The vote ill the d.sst;;,mlbly in 1957 'vas 47 in favol' to 27 against, with 7

lh~ v("Jte in the "1soeml'ly in 1958 "Tas 44 in lavor to 28 against, 'vith 9

tlbs tentions.

(more)
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61. Question of Iilgeria /item prt.'poocu by .:.ftL.",- ..tl at,in, ~"urll1a, Ccylc'll, i;;ti.:h).lti i,

Federation 01' Malaya-;" Ghana, Guinea, India, In<lonecla, Iran, I1'a'1, (Tn,r~HJ1
Jordan, Lebanoll) Liber10., Libya, 1;~oro~c(), i~f'IAil#, rd' ;'f.:t:;.ll, l?l.i.lltl-rd !! "J

Gaudi Arab!:)., Sudan, Tunisia, United Hl"'ub H~I)Ut;'llc ~l1Jd Yen:cE.7

1111i6 question \-1[1S first inc1udBQ. in the hSSCl;Jl'ly r G Lif ;l'l.lua at tht~ J ()t::~

regular session in 1955. 'Ihe General CcniJ:dttee h~ld rcccmui,c.:ud<"Hl thi3.t the i t<:m Ghoul.u

!lot Le included, 1,ut this recolf:Inendation vUltS re~jecteu t,y the. 5zeml,ly (27 votes fur

the recorJJIlendatioll, 28 o.gaillst, ,,11th 5 abstentions). .;;f'tl?J,' the vote, the r.hairH~r...lJ.

of the Fl'ench delegation declare<l that. his Government 'VlOul f_t acm.sider us null nnl'

void any recommelJuation \'1hieh the Assembly micht mal~e in a matter which fell exclu

si"lely '-lithin the domestic jurisdiction of his Goverrm.ent. Luter in the session

(25 november 1955) the :~ssemh1y decided, 1'1ithout olJjectlcJ!.l t)l" delate "not to COll

sider further tt the item at the lOth session.

At the 11th session (1956) the Asocmtly tU13~11mously ~dopted a resolution

\'1bich expressed the ho:pe that "in a spirit of co-o!Jel'a1.i('u, 'J. peaceful, democratic

rind just solution v1i11 ce found, through appropl"i!J.tu ~~~emjS in conformity ,-rith the

principles of the Ch{3rter of the Uni'led I~ationG.11 FranCe diu not l)arti ci]!ate in

the vote.

At the 12th session (1957) the i\sseml'ly unanin~tJtlsly n.dopted :l resolution

~-7hich, among other thinGS, expressed the '-7i811 that "'it1 a spirit f)f ~l.'i'ectivc co

opel~atiol1, 110Ul.~Jlarlers '-1il1 be entered into ;:tl1U ()th(~r #t!J!Jl"0p1'iatc meculS utilized,

i'11th a view to a solution, in conformity llith the Imrlozefl 'lI1U J.)l"iIlCl!)lc;s of the

Charter of the United I~o.tlons.1f France did not !Jart.icir,.'tfl in thl~l votu.

Last year, at the 13th session (1;;58) no l'(?f)()luti F <u ,"as atioritetl 1y the

...ssembly. The First CcltJnittee apIJ:t'oveu 1;>-· ;2 in f:J.ynr J 18 '.1~j'linst, with ~30 at;sten··

tions a 17-pO\ver draft reoolutlon ''1hich inclmled 1,1.". fol1('l1iuC cl HotW0S:

"RecoGnizint; the richt or the ':llcerian r-ef'l'l'3 to 1udel'eudenceJ

"Deeply concerned ,·11th the continu'ulcc fJl' the \W.l' ill Jl.Iueria,

"Considering tha.t the p:t"esel1t sii,uation in ~·.l£;eria constitutes a threat
to international pi~ace and security,

uTakinu; note of the ''1illincness ol' the I'l'()\"lsioual Gl'lVerlll1.ent of the
,;\lGerian Republic to cllter into lAf-'.:,,,oi#i 'L'U 'In~ ';'11 th H.t? GtlVt~rnment of
Fr311ce,

"UrGes lleeotiations let"Teen the t,'1() rl~lrtll~S conC81'W?U \-li th a view to
rea.chine; u solution in conl'orl:dty "11th the Charter 01' t1J.u Uni ted IJations .'

vlhen this reso.1ution cam" l;(~f()l'tJ the .tSGC?lHt ly Gm 13 LeCGlHl'er l;:~B,t the

l'lemll'Y meeting first Yoted (.3~ to none,t "li th 42 u"l,stC\llti (,w;) to ticletc tht; clnuse

rei'pl'l'lnc; to lithe wil1incness 01' the Prcf\"isi l"l1U L GqVPl'll11.(n~ t, 'If U~e ltl'rl:Hl ht?IRH lie

tt' tmtC:l:' into Ill.)~(')tintlolls••• 11 It thcm vf"t0d f'n tb\C> tu"d't, '~n 'H'.I"id, 'u. 'I'lll;}'G ,"ere
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35 voteD in "f':lvor, 18 tjct:).inst, vTith 28 al)stentions. As the required two-thirds

majorit.y b'td not b~en O~(;11redJthe resolution failed of adoption.

In suLmlt.tint; the itum for the agenda of this year's Assembly, the 25

sponoorine CCluntries ~H.ate 1x.I. their explanatory memoro.!idum (Doc.A/4l4o) that" !'despite

the apIAlwlo in the r~oolutlone adoptec1at the eleventh and t"relfth sessions and

contrary to th(:i vTisheo of the majorlty of Iv1em'ber Dtatco expressed at the thirteeuth

session, tlicre ha.s teen 110 lnuicaticn of improvement in the Algerian situation tlnd

the hoctilltlc::i contillue ul1Cll,a,ted v1i th incl'easing suffel'ing und loss of human life.

;,." million i;ll~erial1clvil1211s a.re rC'ported to have lcen displaced from their homeo

and rce;roupod in other rlrc~s ¥There they are undergoing severe hardship. 11

In this oituatiol1, U18 memorctndum adcls, t'the attainment of a solution in

conformity ~;j th th<? J,tU'P(:~us 'uld l!rinciples of the Charter of t1J.e United Nations

ljeccmeo incr~~:..slnf~ly di i'l'icult. ff

62. 'rl'outl;~C1J.t (If rC'f1ple of' IlltUUn oriGin in the Union of South Africa /item
!}1'()l!o3ed L:7 !ndla. and 1~tl~lsta~1: -

( ... ) }:;xplrtnatC'l':1 r1:eI~,or'lHdum l.y the Government of India

(b) Explul1utr)l"ly nk:mUl'0lt..utui.l i,y the GovcrrJIr.ent of Fa.l{iotnn

:l'hiD qW~Htlull L-1G • l;Gl1 10fo1'c the Geru:n'a.l i\ssem1 Jly since 1946. Ht the last

seDsioIJ.} th(~ l\GOenJ ,1;y ~l()tQd ti:L:tt llidla UHti 1"akistan had reiterated their readiness

to :pursue ne~eiLlationo \'lli;l. tl.e Gouth ilfl.. ican Government to seek a solution, but

that the .;cJuth ••frlcull Gover!J:l.(;Ld~ hal nut O-tJreed to do so. The Assembly apIJealed

to the South ~i.l'l·lc~Ul Ck,Vi;rlJr~e!J.t to t.:13tEn;' into negotiations to that end 1-11th India

jointly or separate

'I'he AssembJ.y t:t1so

to brinG about

neGoti:1'tl\.JUG.

C'11 14 July J loth India (roc ••"j4145) a.lid Paldstan (Doc.A/4146) requested

incluGll'):l (1£ tbu i Lt>:.• ill th~ ~lGf~nd~ of the forthcoming session. Eoth countries

5tn.ted. 1.i the i r t'xp]pllator:r 1~(,\~ _(,l'~nldums, that they had. addressed c01rJnunications to

th~ Gout.b~ ~t'I l .... ·u. 'J~Vt~l·m:.l'ht t~Xll'eBslut3 rQt:4,Jillcss to enter into negotiaticns.

HO'\',(r\t'I::r) U~~'J~ h'~d !'t '~~'_"'1 V\"J llt:> i'l:tnl'Ol1G~, ~u~u they were not aware of any steps tu-hen

ty ~ny :;;(%1 L'l" r;t- l b}:3 1u th'Ct"ll'dGliCl? \-11th the 11ssemllly l s invitaticl11 invitini1; them to

use thcll~ f~dhi f'ffle(~~. ~'('th d,,)l(~~~\tttit'lH~ expressed hare that the Assembly w'ould

te t1hlt) iY'("t u ..L'nd 't flll't.lu"r l:.e,-~~urestt t() m~tke lfOssi111e a solution of this prohlem.

(IT.Ore)
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63. Question of race conflict in South Africa resulting from the olicies of
apartheid of the Government of the Union of South Africa tem proposed by
ceylon, Cuoa, Federation of Malaya, Ghana, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Ireland, United Arab Republic, Uruguay and Venezue~7

This item has been before the General Assembly since 1952. In submitting

it for the agenda again this year, in a letter dated 15 JUly (Doc.A/4l47), the 12

delegations said that "there has been not the slightest indication" that the South

African Government had taken any step in the matter in consonance with past Assembly

appeals that it "reconsider governmental policies which impair the right of all

racial groups to enjoy the same rights and fundamental freedoms." On the contrary,

all available information indicated that the situation remained "aggravated."

This, they said, caused "a grave threat to the peaceful relations between

ethnic groups of the world," which was growing "more dangerous every day. It They

believed that the United Nations "Should continue to offer its assistance With a

view to a peaceful solution being found for this problem. tI

***




