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The General Assembly wU1 begin :Lts tVlenty-third regularsessionat '3 l'.m.

on Tuesday, 24 September 1968, at tbited Nations Headquarters.

The session, or:Lginally scheduled to begin on 17 September in accordanee

1tlith the Assetnb1y' s rules of procedure, ws postponed for one week 'With theaereo:
ment of a majority of' Membel" States. Therequestfor postponement haditeen met.de

on 16 July by the African-Asian Group, Hon the understandir"g thât the 8<tnel"al

debate •• " will not start untl1 2; Oetober to atford su:f'fieient time tor those

members attending the Conference of Non-Nu.clear Powers in GeneYs. toco)l!e 'te> N~

York in time ta participa.te eff'eetive1y in the work ot the twenty-third lJesaion".

Up te 7 Septembex-,the Aesemb1y bas been asked to eonsider 95 items" In

1967J there 17ere 98 items on the agenda as apnroved.

The proYisional agenda (A/7150), issued on 19 JulY, lista 90 1tans" On

:; September, a supplementary list (A/7190) 'WaE) issue<! contain1ng tive items"

No requests for additional items haVe been received as of 7 September.•

The provisiona..1.. agenda and the supplementary list inelude recurring que.....

tions -- such ~s annual reports ot the Secretary-Generaland the CouneUs - ~s

well as items ordered for inclusion by the Assem.bly at previous sessions, an tt-.
propasea by the Economie and Social CcuncilJ one by the Secretat'Y-Generaland.

tour items proposed by Member States.

Rule 12 ot the Assembly t s rules of procedUl"e requires the provisione.l agenda

to be conununicated to Members at 1east 60 days befora 'the opening ot the session.

Under rule 14,any Member, or pr~ncipal or{!an of the United Na.tions, or the

Secretary-General may request, at least 30 days before the opening of the regular

session, inclusion of supplementary items in the agenda.

Rule 15 allows inclusion of additional items uof an important and 'Ul."gentcber....

acter" proposed less than ;0 days before a regul~ session, or during a session,

provided the Assembly so decides by a rna.jority of Members present and voting.

This press release, which covers events tbrough 7 September. containsback

ground information on all items proposed for discussion. They are nUlIlbered as

they appear on the provisional agenda. Howeyer, this isnot necessari1y the arder

in which they will appear on the final ag~nda. as adopt.ed by' he Assembly Il

An addendum to thia press release will be issued later in. September.
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~IlIIIRU :=Ii 1 J$! MU" a

ITEMS ON II'HE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
Eighth regular session

1. Opening of Session
Ninth regular session

The General Assembly e1ects i ts President at each session. The Chairman

of the delegation of the previous President oecupies the Chair until the

election. Corneliu Manescu of Romania was President of the twenty-second

session.

Tenth regular session

First and second
emergency special sessionf

Eleventh regular session

2. Minute of Silent Frayer or Meditation

4. Election of President

Twe1fth regular session
Third emergency speciaJ. se::

Thirteenth regular session

Nineteenth regular session

Fourteenth regular session
Fourth emergency speciaJ. se

Fifteenth regular session
Third speciaJ. session

Sixteenth regular session

Seventeenth regular session
Fourth special session

Eighteenth regular session

Twentieth regular session

5. Main Committees. Elect

~Nenty-first regular sessio
Fifth special session
Firth emergency special ses

Twenty-second regular sessi

The General Assembly h

are represented. They are:

Political Committeej Second

Humanitarian and CulturaJ.) j

Fifth (Administrative and B

Oswaldo Aranha
(Brazil)

José Arce
(Argentina)

Paul Henri Spaak
(Belgium)

Herbert V.. Evatt
(Australia)

Carlos P. Romula
(Philippines)

Nasrollah Entezam
(Iran)

Luis PadiIIa Nerva
(Mexico)

Lester B. Pearson
(Canada)

1949 .

1951-52

1948-49

1950-51

1952-53

1948

1947

New York

New York

New York

New York

New York

Paris

Paris and
New York

At the opening of the first plenary meeting and at the end of the final

meeting, the President invites representatives to rise for a minute of silent

pràyer or meditation.

3. Credentials

Third regular session

Seventh regular session

Fifth regular session

Fourth .regular session

The Assembly appoints, on the proposa! of the President, a nine-member

Committee to examine the credentialsof representatiyeso The Committee l s

report 18 submitted for approval towards the end of the session.

Sixth regular session

The Presidentis elected by secret ballot and by a. simple majority.

There are no nominations. ,Past Assembly Presidents were:

First regular ses~ion London and 1946
New York

Fir~~ special session
Second regular session

Second special session
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Corneliu 'Manescu
(Romania)

Mrs. Vijaya Laksl1mi Pandit
(India)

Eelco N. van Kleffens
(Netherlands)

José ~.aza

(Chi1e)

Rudecindo Ortega
(Chi1e)

Prince Wan Waitha.yakon
(Thai1and)

Sir Leslie MUnro
(New Zeeland)

Charles V.alik
(Lebanon)

Victor .Andrés Be1aûnde
(Peru)

Frederick H. Bo1and
(Ireland)

Mongi Slim
(Tunisia)

Muhanunad Zafrulla Khan
(Pakistan)

Carlos Sosa Rodr!guez
(Venezuela)

Alex Quaison-Sackey
(Ghana)

Amintore Fanfani
(Italy)

Abdul Rahman Pazhwak
(Afghanistan)

1959
1960

1960-61
1961

1961-62

1966
1967
1967

1967-68

New Yox-k 1953-54

New York 1954

New York 1955

New York 1956

New York 1956-57

New York 1957
1958

New York 1958-59

New York 1962
1963

New York 1963

New .York 1965

New York 1964-65

New York

New York

First and second
emergency special sessions

Eleventh regularsession

Ninth regular session

Eighth regular session

Tenth regular session

Twelfth regular session
Third emergency special session

Thirteenth regular session

Seventeenth regular session
Fourth special session

Eighteenth regular session

Fourteenth regular session New York
Fourth emergency special session

Fifteenth regular session New York
Third special session

Sixteenth regular session New York

Nineteenth regular session

Twentieth regular session

~Nenty-first regular session
Fifth special session
Fifth emergency special session

Twenty-second regular session

The General Assemb1y has seven Main Committees, on which all Member States

are represented. They are: First Committee (Political and Security); Special

Political Committeej Second Committee (Economie and Financial); Third (Social,

Humanitarian and Cultural); Fourth (Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories);
Fifth (Administrative and Budgetary), and SiJtth 'Coromit't~e (Legal).

situ

the

" releft'
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Each Main Cottnnittee e1ects its Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur by

secret ballot or by acclamation.

According to a pattern fixed by the Assembly in 1963 (resolution 1990

(XVIII) of 17 December), the seven Chairmen are elected as fol10ws:

Ca) Three representatives from African and Asian States;
(b) One from an Eastern European State;
Cc) One from a Latin .American State;
(d) One from a 'YTestern European or other State;
(e) The seventh chairmanship to rotate in alternate years between

representatives of States referred to in (c) and (d) ghis year it
is the turn of a Western European Stat~.

The lA.ain Committees examine and make recommenda.tions on matters referred

to them by the Assembly.

6. Election of Vice-Presidents

For the 17 vice-presidencies, the General Assemb1y elects Member States,

not individuals, and the heads of the de1egations of t.lle e1ected States serve

in these posts 0 Elections areby secret ballot and by simple majority.

The Assemb1y decided in 1963 (reso1ution 1990 (XVIII» that the Vice

Presidents shall be e1ected according tothe fo110wing pattern:

1. (a) Seven representatives from African and Asian States;
(b) One from an Eastern European State;
(c) Three f'rom Latin Am.erican States;
(d) Two from Western European and other States;
(e) Five from the permanent members of the Security Counci1.

2. The eJ.ection of the President of the Assembly Will, however, have
the effect of reducing by one the number of vice-presidencies
allocated to the region from which the President is elected.

7. Notification .by Secretary-General unde*'w Article 12 Cg) of the Charte:r:

Article 12, paragraph 1, of the United Nations Charter provides that:

tlUhi1e the Security Council is exercising in respect of any dispute or

situation the functions assigned to i t in the present Charter, the General

Assembly shall not Illalte any recommendation with regard ta that dispute or

situation unless the Security Council sb requests. n

As required by paragraph 2 of that Art~cle, the Secretary-General, vith

the consent of the Council, submits at each Assembly session a list of matters

relative ta the maintenance of pea.ce and security which are being deaJ.t with

by the Courteil andal60 of

The notification 16 issued

The Assembly normally

8. Adoption of Ap.:end,!!:

The provisional agende

further items are considerE

steering committee concernE

The Committee, composE

Chairmen of the seven Ma.;~n

be placed on the agenda., al

plenary meetings. ApprovaJ

a majority of Members presl

The rules of procedurl

the substance of an item e;
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for inclusion.

General Debate==;:.,;;;;;;--..~-

For several weeks at .
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political, economic, socis.:

10. Report bf Secretary-G

Article 98 of the Cha
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16 June 1967 to 15 June 19
containing the Secretery-G

international issues, will

session. The Assembly nax

Article 24 of the Cha

annuel reports ta the ASSE

for the period 16 July 19f

The Assembly norme.ll~



bythe CoUt'i;cil andalso of matters with which the Council has ceased to deal.

The notification is issued on the opening dayof the session.

The Assembly normally takes note of the co:mmunication 'Wi-thout deba,te.

8. Adoption of A~endl!

The provisional agenda (A/7150) andany requests for inclusion ot:··
further items are considered :t'irst by the Assenlbly1sGel'leraJ. Comn1i.ttee, a

steering committee concerned \dth the agenda and organizationaJ. matters.

The Committee, composed of the President, the 17 Vice-Presidents and the

Chairmen of the seven ltJ8.~n Cornmitteee, reconunends whichproposed items ahould

be placed on the agenda, and their allocation to the Main Committeesand

plenary meetings. Approval of these recommendations by the [\ssembly requires

a majority of Members present and voting.

The rulesof procedure do not permit the General Committee ta diseuss

the substance of an item exeept in so far as this bea't's on the question of

its incl1.1Sion and on what priority should be accoried to, an i'tero recommended

for inclusion.

, ,
'.

9. General Debate..;;;,;:;;;;,;=.;. .....-".
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For several weeks at the beginning of each General Assembly session,

heads of delegations express the views of their Governments on current

political, economic, social and ether matters.

10. ~eport of Secretary-GeneraJ.

Article 98 of the Charter requires the Secretary-Gent::raJ. to reporteach

year to the General Assembly on the work of the Organization. His report

(A/7201) presents an accountof' United Nations activities during the period

16 June 1967 to 15 June 1968. The introduction 'ho the report (A/720l/Add.l),

contai.ning the Secretary-General' s observations ona number of current

international issues, will be issued separately before the openingof the

session. The Assembly normally takes note of the report without discussion.

Article 24 of the Dharter requires the Security Council to submi't

annuaJ. reports to the Assembly. The Counei1 has not yet .adopted itsreport

for the period 16 JuJ.y 1967 ta 15 July J.968 (A/7202).

The Assembly normâlly takes note of the Councilts report without debate.
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J.2. ReB0rt of Economie and Social Conneil

ThisyearTs report of the Economie and Social Couneil (A/720;) eovera

the period 5 August J.967 to 2 August 1968. During that time, the Couneil

hel.d its resumed forty-third session in New York (l., 13 and 14 November,

18 December 1967), ita forty-fourth session in Nevt York (6-31 May) and the

tirst part of i ta forty-fitth session in Geneva (8 JulY-2·August. 1968).

The rf..6umed forty-fifth session, to be held in New York in Novemberand

December, Will be the subject of a supplementary report.

13. ~eport of Trusteeship Couneil

The Trusteeship Couneil Ts annual :t'eport to the General Assembly (A!7204)

contains conclusions and recommendations on Australian-administered New

Guinea, one of the two remaining Trust Territories, which it considered

during its thirty-fifth session in New York from 27 May to 19 June 1968.

The other Territory, the Pacifie Islands under United States administra

tion, i8 a strategie area, on which the Trusteeship Couneil l;~eports to the

Seeurity Council.. The Territory has been under United Nations Trusteeship

since l November 1947.

Original1y there were Il Trust Ter:ritories. Nine have now attained

independence or the status of self-gc'Vernment. The laat of these was Nauru,

which attained its independence on 31 January 1968. LOther former Trust

Territoriea are: British Togoland, which beeame a. part of Ghana in 1957;

French Cameroons, which became the Republic of Cameroon in 1960; French

Togoland, which became the Republic of Togo in 1960; Italian Somaliland,

whieh, in union With British Somaliland, becamethe Republic of Somalia in

1960; British Cameroons, of which the northern part joined Nigeria and the

southern part became a federal part of Cameroon in 1961; Tanganyika,

adminietered by the United Kingdom, which became independent in 1961 and

joined with Zanzibar to form the United Republic of Tanzania in 1964;
Western Samoa, administered by New Zealand, which became independent in

1962, and Ruanda.-Urundi, administered by BeJ.gium, which became the Republic

of Rwanda. and the Kingdom (now Republic) of' Burundi in lr;62~7

The members of the
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The mernbers of the Trusteeship Council are: Australia and the United.

States, which administer theremaining Trust 'l'el'r!tories; China, France,

the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom, who serve in their capacityas

permanent members of the Security Counc!l,; and Liberia, elected by the

Assembly to a term ending 31 December 1968.

The Trust Territory of New Guinea consists of the north-east part of

the island of New Guinee., the islands of the Bismark Archipelago, and the

twonorthernmost islands of the SolomonGroup (Bukaend Bougainville). It

has a land area of 93,000 square miles and, in 1967, had a population of

more than 1,650,000 all but 20,000 of them indigenous. It became a 'llrust

Territory in 1946, and is governed in administrative union mth the

neighbouring Territory of' Papua, which lies to the south.

In reSo1utions adop-ted ovel' the past threeyears, the Aasembly called

on Australie. to :t'ix an early date for the independence of the Territory in

accordance with thefree1y expressed 'Wishes ot the people (resolution 2112

(XX) of 21 December 1965, reaffirmed in resolutions 2227 (XXI) of

20 December 1966 and 2:;48 (XXII) of 19 Decenber 1967).

In its J.966 resolution" the Assembly called on Austra.lie.to remove

discrlminatory electoraJ.. qualifications, abolish discriminatory pl'actices

in other fields, and hold elections on the basisof universaJ.sutfrage with

a vie", to transferring power to the people. It c1eplo:r-ed 'What it described

as AustralIe.' sfailure to implement the 1965 resolution. It also called

on Australia. to refrain from using New Guinee. or Pa.pua for military activities

incompatibJ.e with the United Nations Charter o

In its consideration of the question in 1968, the Trusteeship Council

discussed the report of its Visiting Mission (T/1678) which had toured the

Tel'ritory f'rom27 February to 2 April this year. It adopted a. resolution

stating thatit had taken the conclusions and recommendations of the Mission

and the observations of the Administering Authority into $.ccount in f'raming

its own conclusions and recommendations Il

In these decisions t the Council stressed the need for a continua! and

intensified progl'wnrne of' political education in New Guinee. to bring the

population of that Territory to a full understanding of the meaning and

implica.tions of self-determination with all its op'Çic!p.~!~~~c~==_~~~ _

....iYIt.,...III...

)
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The Council recommended that every effort be made to associate the

people of' the Territory more closely with the exercise of power in arder te

facilitate a tra.nsfer ofresponsibility when self-goverrunent or independence

1s achieved a.nd urged that some firm asstntance be given the people of the

Territory that independance or self-govemment did not in itself involve

the cessation of financial assistance from Australia.

The Council called for the abolition of sepa,rate schools and also

recommended tllat a common salaryscale for local and expatriate officers

be put into effect as soon as possible.

~4. Rgpo;r;,:t of Intepnational Atomic Eners:l ~gency:

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is an autonomous inter

governmental org.a.nization under the aegis of' the United Nations, reporting

armually to the Assembly and the Economie and Social Council.

lts report consists of two parts; the annual report of the Board of

Governors tothe twe1fth General Conference, covering the period from

1 July 1967 to 30 June 1968 (A!7175)j and a supplement dealing with later

developtnents, including an account of the Conference (meeting in Vienna :t'rom

24 September to about 1 October), to be issued sub3equently (A/7175/Add.l).

Significant developments noted in the Board f s report include the

folloW1ng:

...... Under an agreement approved in June 1968,IAEA s~feguards will be

a.pplied to al1 nucleer activities in Mexico, ensuring that theyare not

directed towards :rni1.itary purposes. This isthe first Buch comprehensive

agreement cencluded by the Agency, which has now approved :;9 safeguards

agreements With 29 Sta.tes;

...- Nucleer power plants With a c:apacity of 35,000 megawatts were

ordered in 1967" a confirmation of the ltgrowingrole of nuc1ear power in

meeting the ltor1.d t s needs for e1ectric energy". Most plants were for

industrially advanced countries, but others will be built in developing

caun.tries;

....... Studies show that nuclear-powered ltenergy centres" may become

,1 teasible in the future andp;r'oduce desalted "W'ater tlat a cost low enough

for agricultural use lt
, an objective net yet attained;
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..... Encourag:i.ng reaulta have been obtained fromcontinuing work on

isotopes and radiationsourees,aimed at stimulating agrieuJ:tural output1

elim:i.nating pests and conservlng foodstuffs; and

-- The inadequacy of reaources for the regular programme of technieal

assistance of IARA. ia causing growing concernj in 1968, the Agenc:y Will be

able to meet less than 30 per cent of Member States t requeats for experts
and equipment.
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15• ~tion of'.-:E,'ive N0lk"Pe~ent 1.f~mbers_pf' S~S.!l!'!i;:v: Counei.!

The Seeurity Couneil consista of' :t'ive permanent members (China, France,

Soviet Union, United Kingdom and United States) and 10 non-permanent members

elected by the General Assembly for two-year terms.

The terms of Brazil, Canada, Denmark, Ethiopia and India expire a.t the

end of 1968. The f'ive other non-permanent members of the Couneil, eJ.ected,

to serve throug'b. 1969, are Algeria., Hungary, Pakistan, Paraguay and Senega1.

The Counei1, whieh originally had 11 metnbers, beeamea 15...member body

on l January 15:-66, in aceordance with amendments to Article 2; of the United

Nations Char·ter, which came into effect on 31 August 1965.
In the resolution by which it adopted the Charter amendments (1991 A

,

(XVIII) of' 17 December 1963), the Assembly decided that the 10 (formerly siX)

non-permanent members 'Would be e1ected a.cce,rding te the folloWing pattern:
~

five from African and Asian Sta.tes, one from Eastern European States, t'Wo

from La.tin American Sta.tes, and two from "Testel"Il European and other States.

Election is by two-th~irds majori"by on a secret ballot. In elections,

the Charter caJ.ls for tldue regardtl to be u speeial1y paid, in the tirst

instance te the contribution of Members of the United Nations to the

maintenance of international pea.ce and secu!"ity and to the ether purposes of

the Organization, and also to equitab1e geographieal distributiontt
• Retiring

members are not eligible for inauediate re-election.

Thé f'olloWing States ha.ve servedso far ~s non-permanent members of the

Couneil:

n
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*' Egypt servedon the Counci1 in 1946 and 1949-50.

16. Election of Nine Members of Economie and Social Counci1..-

The Counci1, VI'

membership on 1 Jan

of the Charter, whi

In the resolut

~7 December 196;),

of the nine additio

are elected accordi

States, threefrom

and seven trom West
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Uruguay, elected te
Czechoslovakia, Gu.:
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term expires at th

Members of th

Nations and member

Atomic Energy Agen

Jordan (1965-66)
Lel:anon (1953-,4)
Liberia. (1961)
Malaysia (1965)
Mali (1966-67)
Mexico (1946)
Morocco (1963~C4)

Nether1ands (1946, 1951-52,
1965-66)

New Zealand (1954-55, 1966)
Nigeria (1966-67)
Norway (1949-50, 1963-64)
Pakistan (1952-53, 1968-69)
Panama (1958-59)
Paraguay (1968-69)
Peru (1955-56)
Philippines (1957, 1963)
Poland (1946-47, 1960)
Romania (1962)
Senegal (1968-69)
SWeden (1957-58)
Syria (1947-48)
Tunisia (1959-60)
Turkey (1951-52, 1954-55,1961)
Uganda (1966)
Ukraine (1948-~9)
United Arab Repub1ic* (1961-62)
Uruguay (1965-66)
Venezuela (1962-63)
Yugoslavia (1950-51, 1965)

Algerie. (1968-69)
Argentine. (1948-49, 1959-60,

1966-67)
Australie. (1946-47, 1956-57)
Be1gium (1947-48 t 1955-56)
Bolivie. (1964-65)
Brazil {1946-47, 1951-52t 1954-55,

1963-64, 1967-68}
Bulgarie. (1966-67)
Canada (1948-49 ~ 1958-59,

1967-68)
Ceylon (1960-61)
ChUe (1952-53, 1961-62)
Colombia (1947-48, 1953-54,

1957-58)
Cuba (1949-50 , 1956-57)
Czechos10vakia (1964)
Derunark (1953-54, 1967-68)
Ecu9.dor (1950-51, 1960-61)
Ethiopie. (1967-68)
Ghana (1962-63)
Greece (1952-;3)
Hungary (1968-69)
India, (1950-51, 1967-68)
Iran (1955-56)
Iraq (1957-58)
Ire1and (1962)
Italy (1959-60)
Ivory Coast (1961~-65)

Japan (1958-59, 1966-67)

The Economie and Social Counci1 consists of 27 members, elected by the

General. Assemblyfor three-year terms. One third of the membership ia

elected cach year.

This year, the Assembly is to elect membe1"s to succeed Czechoslovakia.,

Iran, Mo1"occo, Panama, Philippines, Sweden, Soviet Union, United Kingdom

and Venezuela, whose term expires at the end of 1968. The other membera

of the Cooocil are Belgium, France, Guatemala, Kuwait, Libya, Mexico,

Sierra Leone, Turkey, and the United Republic of Tanzania, e1ected to serve

unti1 the end of 1969, and Argentina., Bulgaria, Chad, Congo (Brazzaville),

India, Ireland, Japan, United States and Upper Volta, 'Whose term expires

at the end of 1970.1
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The Council, which originally had 18 members, was enlaJ:Iged to it8 px-esent

member8hip on 1 January 1966, in accordance with an amendn1ent ta Article 61
of the Charter, which came intoeffect on ;1 August 1965.

In the re801ution by which it adopted the amendment (1991 :B (XVIII) ot
17 December 1963), tbe AssemblY8et a pattern of geographical distribution

of thenine additional seats on the Council. A,-, a consequence, the 27 mennbers

are e1ected according to the followingpa.ttern: 12from African and Aaian

States, three trom Eastern European States, f1ve trom Latin American States,

andseven trom Western European and other States.

Election is by two-thirds majority on a secret ballot. lletiring membera

are eligiblefor 1E1!lediate re...election.

17. Election of 15. Members ot Industriel Development l3oard,.

The Industrial Deve10pment Board, the principal organ of the United

Nations Industria.l Development Organ:Lzation (UNlDO), consistsof 45 members,

eJ.ected by the GeneraJ. Assembly forthree-year terms. One-third of the

mem'bership 1s elected eachyear.

The entire membership of the Board was chof;en at the first eJ.ection,

in December 1966. To provide for the retirement of one-tbird of the membeI'a

each year, 15 States were selected by lot to serve for the full three years,
another 15 for t'Wo years and the rema.ining 15 for one year. The 15 chosen

for one year were re-elected last year fora full three-yeer term.

This year, the Assembly is to eJ.ect members to succeed J3razil, Chi1e,

Cuba" Finland" France, India, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Netherlands, Bomania.,

Sudan, Thailand, United Arab Republic and the United States, whose term.

expires at the end of 1968. The other members of -the Board are Argentina,

Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Colombia, Federal Republic of Germany, Ghana.,

Iran, l'Vory Coast, Pakistan, Philippines, Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom and

Urugua.y, electedto serve until the end of 1969, and Austria., Belgium,

C~echoslovakia., Guinea, Indonesia, Italy, Nigeria, Peru,Rwa.nda,Somalia,

6w"eden, Switzer1and, Trinidad and Tobago, Soviet Union and Zambia., whose

term expires e.t the end of 1970.

Members of the Board are elected from am.ong States Members of the United

Nations and. members of the specialized agencies and of' the International

Atomic Energy Agency. In the reso1ution by'Which it established UNIDO

-62)

.e

961)
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(2152 (XXI) of 17 NoVettlberl966), the Assemb1y decided that the 45members 'WOUld

be elected. according ta the folloWing Pattern: 18 from the developing countriea

of Africaand Asia (Group A); 15 from the developed countries of western Europe,

the Pacifie region and North America (Group B); seven from Central and South

America and the Caribbean (Group C) ; and five from the socialist countr1es of

eastern Europe (Group D). (The States in each group are listed in the annex to
resolution 2152 (XXI).)

Election 1s by simple majority on a secret ballot. Retir1ng members are
e1igible for immediate re-e1ection.

18. Election of United Natiop~ ~iM ..qommissioner for Refugees,

The present tem of Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan of Iran as High Commissioner

for Refugees expires on ;1 December 1968. The High Commissionér is elected by

the Assembly on the nomination of the Secretary-General, who also proposes the

te1T"4S of appointment for Assemb1y approyal.

Prince Sadruddin has served since 1 January 1966. His predecessors were

G.J. van Heuven Goedhart of the Netherlands (1951-1956), Auguste R. Lindt of

Switzerland (1956-1960) and Felix Schnyder of Switzer1and (1961-1965).

The Asaembly 1ast year decided to extend the mandate of the Office of the

High Commissioner for a t'urther :rive years from 1 January 1969 (resolution

2294 (XXII) of 11 December 1967).. LThe report of the High Commissioner appears

as item 51 of the proVisional agendad

Admission of New Members
•• , b

tTnder Article 4 of the Charter, "Membership in the United Nations ia open

to a1l ••• peace-1oving States which accept the obligations contained in the

present Charter and, in the judgem.ent of the Ol~ganization; are able and wil1ing

ta carry out these obligations". Admission to membership ia effected by a

dec:tsionof the Assembly upon the recommenda.tion of the Securitr Council. Deci

sions on admission of new Members require a t'WO-th:trds majority in the Assembly.

The United Nations now has 124 Uembers.

20. Fourth. International Conf'~renqe.....QnPeaceful Uses of, Atomic Energy:

1 Three International Conferences on the Peaceful Uses of AtOlllic Energy have

. beau held, in 1955, 1958 and 1964, under th.e auspices of the Un1.ted Nations.

! \
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Reportingon the 'third Conference (A/591;), 'Which concentratedon nuclear
reactor development and. the engineering and economic aspects of nuclear power,
the Secreta;ry-General said it vas his be1ief, and tha.tof the United Nations

Scientif'ic Advisory Coll1ll1ittee, that further intex-national conferences slong the

lines ot the 1964 meeting were desirab1e. Fu.tu:ce conferences, he suggested,

should deal withspecialized applications of nuclear energy, ra.ther than emb~

ing the entire field of atomic energy, aS 'the first two conferences sought ta do.

In 1967, the General Assemb1y dec1ared that a fourth conference of compa..ra....
'tively 1imited size, cast and dura'tion ahould be convened in 1970 or 1971. The

Secretary-General was .requested to prepare plans Fnd to report ta the tvrenty

third session of the Assembly (resolution 2309 of' 1; Decem.ber).

In his report to 'the Assembly (A/7186), the Secretary-General proposes

tha't the tourth conference be hald in GeneVa during 1971, and that l'ta themat1c

ti'tle should be: lt.Benefits for mankind. from peaceful useaof atamic energytt;

and 1iha1i it should last for eight or nine working deys.

21. .Ins~~1-a1iion of Mechanical Meansof Votins

In 1964," mecha.nical voting equipment ws installed in the General Assembly

Hallon an experimental. oa.sis, as authorized in resolutlon 1957 (XVIII) ot
12 December 196;. The Assembly, on 7 December 1966, approved the use ot 'bhe

system in the Assembly Hallon a. permanent basis, and alsoapproved. a l"ecca..

mendation oy the Secretary-GeneraJ. 1iha't a decision on the possible E:Xtension

of 1ihe system to other meeting rooms ue postponed to 1967.

In a. report to the AssembJ..y on 20 October 1967 (A/6870), the Secretary

General stated 'that the experience gained with the mechanical voting equipment

in the General Assembly Hall demonstrated the desirabi1ity of ex.tending the

system to one or twoco1l1ll1ittee r001118. He pl"Oposed to undertake in 1968 the

preparatiotJ. of engineering plans and 'the development of costestimates, and 'ta

presp.nt detailed recommendations at 'the twenty-third session,anticipating

completion of the project before the openingof the twenty-fourth session in

1969. The Assembly took note of -bhe report on 16 December 1967. On the same

date, in reso1ution 232; (XXII), it nmended. rules 89 and 128 of' its rules of

procedure, to the effect that, whan the Assembly votes by mechanicalmeans, a.

non""recol"ded vote sbe.llreplacea. vote by shoW' of hands or by standing and

a recorded vote shall replace a roll-call vote.
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22. Implementation of Declaration on Endin~ of Colonialism

The Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries

and Peoples (resolution 1514 (XV», adopted by the General Assemby on

14 December 1960, proclaims the necessity of bringing a speedy and uneon

ditional end to co10nialism in al1 its forms and manifestations.

On 27 November 1.961, the Assembly established a Special Committee of

17 members to examine the application of the Declaration and to make

suggestions and recommendations on the progress of its implementation

(resolution 1654 (XVI». In 1962, the membership of the Committee was

enlarged to 24 (resolution 1810 (XVII) of L7 December 1962).

Forty-seven territories now come within the scope of the Special

CcIOtlittee t s cor..sid.;:ration. They rar..ge in :population frcm 97 ir.habitants

(Pitcairn) to ~cre than 7 million (Uo~~bique). They are administered by

Australia, Francè, New Z€o.land, Portugal, S:pain, the 'Cnited Kingdcm a.r..d the

United States. Another 16 territories ecnsidered by the Ccmmittee since

1963 later attained independence or self-government, or joined with other

countries to forro new States. Four of these attained independence in the

past year: Southern Yemen (formerly Aden) on 30 November 1967, Nauru on

31 January 1968, Mauritius on 12 March 1968, and Swaziland on 6 September.

S1'.\ted for independence later this year in Equatorial Guinea, under Spanish

administration (on 12 October).

The present membership of the Special Committee is: Afghanistan,

Australia., Bulgaria, Chile, Ethiopia, Finland, Honduras, India, Iran,

Iraq, Italy, Ivory Coast, Madagascar, Mali, Poland; Siel'ra Leone, Syria,

Tunisie, Union of Soviet Socialist Republies, United KiIlgdom, United

Republ:Lc of Tanzania, United Sta~es, Venezuela and Yugoslavia. The·

Chairman is Mahmoud Mestiri (Tunisia).

The 1968 series of meetinp;s of the Special Committee, which began

on 26 February, is continuing at Headquarters. (The Committee' s annual

report for 1968 will appear in A/7200 and addenda.)

Some of the topies considered by the Special Committee this year

appee.r asseparate items on the Asse"bly' s provisional agenda. These are:
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Namibia jJ.tem 6JjJ, Portuguese-administered Terr:Ltories !Jtem 6'il, Fiji

Li-r-em 6§j, Oman !Item 6'1J, activities of foreign interests impeding

implementation of the Declaration Litem 6§7 and irnplementation of the

Declaration by international agencies /item 627. In addition to these

topics, the Committee this year has so far considered and made recom

mendations on a number of other territories, and at the specifie request

of the Assembly, i t is also considering the compl:iance of Member States

with the Declaration and other relevant resolutions on decolonization.

(A report on the latter subject, containing replies from Member State$, .

appears in A/AC.109/295 and addenda.)

After considering 1ast year's report of the Special Conunittee, the

Assemb1y took a number of decisions relating to particular territories

and also adopted a resolution (2326 (XXII) of 16 December 1967) giving

its views on sorne of the main issues of decolonization.

In this resolution, it reiterated its 1966 declat'ation (resolution

2189 (XXI) of' 13 December 1966) that the cOlltinuationof colonial.

rulethreatens international peac~ and secllrity, and thatthe practice

of apartheid and all forms of' racial discrimination constitutes a crime

against humanity. It reaf'firmed its recognition, first expressed in

1965 (resolution 2105 (XX) of 20 December) and repeated in 1966, of

the legitimacy of the struggle of colonial peop1es to exercise their

right to self-determination, and it again urged all States to provide

moral and material assistance tonational liberation movements.

As i t had in 1966, the Assemb1y drew the attention of' all States

to what i t described as the grave consequences of the deve10pment in

southern Africa of an entente between South Africa, Portugal and

Southern Rhodesia, and it called on all States, particularly the main

trading :pal..tners of the entent~, to withhold any support or assistance

to the t~~pe countries.

Repeating another request of 1965 and 1966, i t requested colonial

Powers to disroantle their mi1itary bases in colonial territories, and

to refrain from establishing new ones andfrom using those that exist

t
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to interferewtth the liberation of colonial peoples. (The Special

Committee is studying military activities and arrangements by colonial

Powers in territories under their administration whicll might impede

implementation of the Declaration. Its Sub-Committee l will report

on the topic this year.)

As it had in 1966, the Assembly condemned policies, which it said

were pursued by certain administering Powers, of imposing non-representative

regimes and constitutions, strengthening the position of foreign economic

and other interests, misleading 1-Torld public opinion, and encouraging the

systematic influx of foreign immigrants while displacing, deporting and

transferring the indigenous inhabitants te other areas. It called on

those Powers to desist from such manoeuvres.

Several requests were addressed to the Special Committee by the

Assembly last year. It was asked to seek suitable means for the

immediate and full implementation of the Declaration in all territories

which hav'e not yet become independent, to make concrete suggestions to

the Security Council ~ith regard to developments in colonial territories

which are likely to threaten international peace and security, and to

submit reconttnendationsthis year on the holding early in J.969 of a

conference of representatives of colonial peoples. One of the aims

of the conferencewould be to consider the most effective means by

which the international community can intensify i ts assistance to colonial

peoples in their efforts to achieve self-determination, freedom and

independence. The Conttnittee was invited to recommend, whenever appropriate,

a deadline for each territory's accessionto independence.

The Assembly urged administering Powers to co-operate with the

Special Committee by permitting Uniteci Nations visiting missions to gain

access to the territories. Since the Assemb1y firstmade this request

in 1966, most of the administering Powers have taken the position that

such visits would not be desirable. This position was restated this

year in a document (A!AC.I09!296) containing the replies of administering

Powers to a. letter by the Special Cornmittee's Chairman, soliciting their

views on the matter.
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Last year fs Assenibly :res01ution on implementatlon of thl;l' Declaration

on the ending of' coloniaJ.ism 'Was adopted by a vote of 86 in favour te

none against, with 17 abstentions.

So far this year, the Special Committeehas COBlsidered conditions

in the fol1ewing territories 'Which are not the subject of separate

items on the Assemb1y 1s provisional agenda:

SO·lthern Bhogesia: The General Assemb1y and the SpeciaJ. f,C:emmittee

have sought since 1962 te bring abou.t a regime in this Territory 1r1hich

'Would adequatelY represent the black Africans of the land, 'Who outnumber

the 'White population by almost 20to 1. To thts end, both bodies have

addressed numerous appeals to the United lCingdom as administering Power.
The action of the minority regime in unilaterally proc1a1mingSouthern

Bhodesiafs independence on Il November 1965 waspromptly condemned as

illegal by the United Kingdom, the General Assemblyand the Seeuriiïy Council.

The response of the Security Council to this s1tuation has been to

impose successively t1ghter sanctions against the Bhodesian resime. The

first step in this direction came on 20 November 1965, when the Council

called on all Member States ta desist trom supplying Southern Bhodesia

with at'ms and to do their utmost to break off econom1c relations With it,

inc1uding an embargo on oil and petroleum products (resolution 217 (1965».

Vlhen this action fai1ed to bring down the regime, the council,on

16 Decenber 1966, imposed selective mandatory sanctions directed againat

Southern Rr...odesia l s exports of asbestos, iron ore, chrome, pig....iron,

sugar, tobacéo, meat and meat products, hides, skinsand 1eathert ana
its imports of arms, ammunition, aircraft, vehicles, and equipment and

materials for their manufacture and maintenance (resolution 232 (1966».

This marked the first time iihe Council had evel' imposedsanetions under

Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter.

When even these sanctions did not meet withthe desired result, the

Council, in its most recent action, decided on 29 May 1968 (resolution

253 (1968» to malte the sanctions comprehensive, extending them toall

exports and importa exeept for certain humanitarian and relatedgoods.

Acting unanimously on this question for the tirst time, the Couneil also
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decided that Member states sball not make f'inanciaJ. Or economic resources

available to the Territory. In an effort to restrict other interc:l;\..ange .

with Scutbern Rhodesia, the Council decided on measures to bar persons from

travelling on Bhodesian passports and to cut off' air transpo:t't links.

As in the case of its 1966 sanctions resolution, the Council reminded

Member States that failure to comply with these decisions would be a

violation of Article 25 of the Charter. Without nanlingthem, it censured

those States which persisted in aiding and trading withtbe Bhodesian regime.

The Cauncil dec1ded to establish a committee to examine reports by

Member States on their implementation of :the sanctions resolution. This

Committee, whose membership was announced on 29 July after agreement was

reached among Council members, is composed of Algeria, France, Indie.,

Paraguay, Soviet Union, United Kingdom and United States.

In other provisions of the 29 May resolution, the Council called on

the United Kingdom to put an end to political repression in Southern

Bhodesia., and to ta1te all effective measures to bring the rebellion to

an end and enable the people to secure their rights. It urgea. al1 Member

States to assist in the people's struggle for freedom and independence.

In a reference to the economic dependen.ce on Southern Rhodesia from which

'the neighbouring State of Zambia is gradually emerging, the Counci1

requested members and United Nations organiza.tions to help Zarnbia solve

'the economic problems aJ."ising from the impoSiiiion of sanctions.

In his first report to the Council on the imp1ementation of'

comprehensive sanctions, dated 28 August (S/8786), the Secretary-General

transmits the taxt of replies by 61 Governments and a number of inter

national organizations concerning the measures which they have taken or

contemp1ate taking. The most recent report conte.ining statistics on trade

"With Southern Rhodes1a (S/778J/Add.5), issued on 13 June 1968, deelt with

imp1ementation of the 1966 reso1ution on sanctions. It stated that exports

by Southern Bhodesia to countries which reported their trade figures to the

United Nations fel1 :t'rom $330 million in 1965 to $40 million in 1967, while

iiis imports from those countries fell from $187 million to $54 million.

!
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Theae figures covered countries that in 1965 received 79 per cent of the

Territory' s exports and supplied 68 per cent of ita imports.

Southern Bhodesia. has also been the main aubject of 12 Assembly

resolutions and 15 by the Special Committee of 24 sinee the United Nations

first acted on the matter in 1962. In the most recent Assembly action

(resolution 2262 (XXII) of 3 November 1967), thè legi.timaey of the

people' s struggle for freedom and Independance was reaffirmed, as it had

been since 1965 (res01ution 2022 (XX) of 5 November 1965). '!'he upolicies

of oppression, racial discrimination and segregation" in Southern Bhoâ.esia

were eharacterized as a "crime against humanity", a term which the Assem.bly

first applied to those policies in 1965.

The Assembly reaffirmed what ii; described as a Unii;ed Kingdomob1iga

tion to transfer power to the peop1ewithout de1ay. It condemned uthe

failure and the refusal" of the British Government to take effective

measures to bring down the regime and transfer power to the people -- a

"failure" which it had dep10red in 1966 (resolution 2151 (XXI) of

17 NÇ>vember 1966).

The Assembly a.ff'irmed that sanctions would have to be backed by force.

Declaring that the use of force wes the only effective and speedy way for

the United Kingdom to put down the rebellion, it called on the British

Government to use all measures including force to end the illegal regime

and ensure the application of Assembly resolutions. Beliance on British

use of force was tirst advocated by the Assemb1y in November 1966. In

the Security Counci1. 9 howeve14
, African proposaJ.s calling for the use of

force by the United Kingdom fell three votes short of adopt~on in April

and again in May 1966, although on 9 April 1966 the Council called on the

United Kingdom to use force if necessary to prevent the arr!val of tankers

ca...'""'!rying oi1 for Southern lfuodesie. (reso1ution 221 (1966). The British

Government ha~ opposed the use of force to bring down the regime, arguing

that allmeans of peaceful settlell1ent must first be exhausted.

On the issue of peaceful settlement, the Assembly restated last yea:r:

1vhat it has been maintaining in essence sinee 1962 -- that consultation by

the United Kingdom todetermine the Terr1tory t s future must be'W'ith all

Preas ReleaseGA!3714
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political parties and not wi.th the 11legal regime. It called on the United

Kingdom to consult immediately 'With parties favouring ma.jority rule.

In another provision of last y~'Xt rs reso1ution, the Assembly condemned

the activities of States which tl'ade with the Rhodesian regime and called on
them to sever all relations with it. Specifical1y, it condemned in the

strongest terms the continued support of the regime by South Africa and

Portugal -- Governments which it had first singled out for condemna.tion in

1966. Referring to the South Af:,ican police who entered Southern Rhodesia

last year with the announcedaim of assisting the s ecurity forces of the

Smith regime against African nationalists infiltrating into the Territory,

the Assembly condemned the presence of South Africa f s armed forces ana. its

arms aid extended to suppress the peoplels struggle. ~ressing grave

eoncern at what it described as the t1n:'eat to independent States, the

Assembly ea1led on the United Kingdom to expe1 these forces and prevant

armed assistance to the illegal regime.

The Assembly strongly condemned the detention and imprisonment ot

African nationalists and, aS it had done repeatedly since 1962, it invited

the United Kingdom to securetheir immediate release. It urged all States

to assist the national 1iberation movements in the Territory, and appealed

to international organizations to aid refugees and those suffering from

, oppression. It aJ.so invited the Secretary-General to promote the publi

eizing of United. Nations work on the question of Southern Bhodesia.

The 1967 resolution, sponsol"ed by 48 African...As1an States plus

Yugoslavia, was adopted. by 92 votes in favour te 2 against (Portugal,

South Africa») with l8a.bstentions.

In anether action 1ast year, the Assembly decided to inc1ude

assistance to Southern Ilhodesians in the United Nations Training and

Educational Programme for SouthernAfricans (resolution 2:;49 (XXII)

of 19 December 1967) [See notes on item 58 beloii.

The Special Committee of 24 discussed So't1.thern Rhodesia in March 1968

withoutadoptinga general resolution on the subject. However, on 19 14arch,

before the Security Council adopted its resolution imposing comprehensive
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sanctions, the Commii:ltee decided ta transmit to the Council astatement

by i ts Chail'man cal1ing for an extension of the scope of the sanctions

imposed in 1966. The Chail'man, reca1.1ing the Assemb1y' s request tbat

the United Kingdom use force if neeessaI'Y, said itwas the Gounei1ls

dutY ta eal1 on the British Government to act along these 1ines.

The Comm1ttee did take action this year on the matter of three

Southern Rhodes1ans executed by the Salisbury regime after trials in

which they had been dec1ared gui1ty of arson and murder. On 7 lœ.rch,

a day after the executions took place desp::'te an arder by Q.ueen

Elizabeth commuting the sentences te li1'e imprisonment, the Connnit.tee

strong1y eondemned the lIassassinationU of the Africans ,deplored the

United Kingdom 1s fai1"1"e ta pr(lVent such cri1hes, urgently cal1ed

on ii; te take immedia.te and effecti'vesteps te prevent a recurrence

and te safeguard the persans of A1'ricans, and drew the Security

Couneil ts attention to the Ilgravesituatianlt. The resolution to this

affect (A!AC.I09/287), spansored by J.6 African, Asian and Latin

American States plus Yugeslavia, was adopted by20 votes to none with

4 abstentions (Australia, Italy, United Kiligdom, United States).

Similar action was taken in the tom'! of a consensus by the Commission

on Humen Rights on 7 lI.ax'ch (E!CN.4!L.I031)and a further consensus

by the Commission condenming the execution on 11 M'arch of two mûre

Southern Rhodesians (E/CN.4/t.l038).
The Commission also endorsed the conclusions and recomm.endations

of a report by its Special Rapporteur on aEartheid and racial dis

crimination in Southern Africa (EleN .J+/94( and Add.1-5). The report

includes a chapter on racial discrimination in Southern Rhodesia

and another on past United Nations action to eliminate i t. Inanother

action, the Commission enla:rged the mandate of its He)rking Group of

EKperts on the treatment of prisoners in South Africa, ta includean

investigation of' alleged il1-treatment of political prisoners, detainees

and versons i11 police custody in Southern Bhodesia. In May 1968) the

on

'ch,

i

i

s

1



- 22 - Press Re1ease GA/3714
1;September 1968

Economie and Social Council requested the Group to examine the denial

and infringements of trade union rights in the Territory Il LOther

Commission and Council resolutions on aEgrtheid and racial disc~imination

in Southern Bhodesia and other parts of southern Africa are mentioned

in the notes to item ;0 above.J

~guatoriaJ. Guinea: This Territory, scheduled ta achieile indepen

dence from Spain on 12 October 1968, has been under considerationby

the Special Comm!ttee since 196;, when the Territory was formed :t'rom

the merger of Rio Muni on the West African coast and the islands of

Fernando Poo. The Committee and the Assembly have repea,tedly affirmed

the right of the people of the Territory to self-determination and

independence. In the first Assembly resolution on this question,

Spain was requested to set the earliest possible date for independence

at:ter consulting the people on the basis of universal sUffrage

(resolution 2067 (XX) of 16 December 1965).

A sub-committee of the Special Committee t which visited Equatorial

Guinea in 1966 on the invitatioll of Spain, recommended that Spain

convene a conference tO estab1ish the modalities for the trans:f'er of

power, fix a date for independence not 1aterthan July 1968, and

und.ertake a number of reforma. The Special Comm:t.ttee endorsed these

recommandations in November 1966.

The Assembly, inresolution 22;0 (XXI) of 20 December 1966,

requested Spain te hold a generalelection in the Territory based

on universal adult suffrage and a. unified electoral roll, to ensure

that it accedes to independence as a single political unit, to set

a date for independence as recommended by the Special Committee $ to

convene a brourlly representative conference for this purpose, and

to establish full democratie freedoms. The Assembly requested the

Secretary....General to ensure a United Nations presence in the Territory

to supervise the proposed election and participate in other measures

1ea.ding towardsindependence. These l"'ecommendations were repeated la.st

year (reso1ution2;55 (XXII) of 19 December 1967») when the Assembly

a.lso expressed regret that no independeneedate had yet been fiXed.
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A constitutional conference to determine the future of Equatorial

Guinea met from ;0 October to 15 November 1967. In February 1968,
Spain announced that the records of the conference made i t evident that

the representatives of the people wanted independence. One of the main

topics a.t the conference was the demands of the :Bubis, the principal

;?opulation group on Fernando Poo, for separation from Rio Muni, whose

most numerous ethnie .group is the Fangs.

On l Aprill968, the Special Committee called on Spain to j?roclaim

Without delay a date for independence not later than 15 July, in

conformity with the peoplets wishes, and to exp,edite the reconvening

of the constitutionaJ. conference. The Committee rsresolution

(A!AC.I09/289) reiiierated most of the provisions of earlier Assembly

resolutions.

The resumed constitutional conference ended on 22 June Witli the

adoption of a draft constitution. Spain informed the Special Committee

on 10 July that i t planned to hold a referendum on the draft in August

andgeneral elections in September, to be followed bY' the granting of

independence in October.

After hearing a. nmnber of petitioners t'rom various groups in the

Territory, the Committee adopted a consensus on 19 July (With rese1'va"

tions by Australia and the United States) in which it expressed hope

that the United Na.iiions presence to supervise steps leading to indepen

dence would begin work without delay. Moting 'Withregret the differences

that hadarisen among political groups, i t urged all concerned to contl:'ioute

to the creation of conditions which would enab1e the Territory to accede

to independence in peace and ha.rmony.

The United Nations mission to Equatorial Guinee. -.... composed. of

representatives of Chile, Iran,Nigel:', Syria and the United Arab

Republic, and che.i:r:oed by Adamou Mayaki (Niger) -- arrived in the

Territory on 10 August and supervised the referendum of 11 August.

It is to perform iihe same function regarding general elections

p1annedfor mid-September, a:rter which i ts report will be suomitted

to the Special Commiiitee.

.on

'14
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Swaziland: This Territory, whieh achieved independence from the

United Kingdom on 6 September 1968, has been a matter of concern for

the Sl'eciaJ. Connuittee and the Assembly sinee 1962. Until the end of

1966, when :Botswana (formerly BechuanaJ.and) and Lesotho (formerly

:Basutoland) attained independence, the three southern African Territories

were considered together. In resolution adc"pted in 1962, 196; and 1965,

the Assembly warned that any attempt by South Africa to annex or encroach

on their territorial integrity 'Would be considered an act of aggression.

It also requested that economic,financiaJ. and technical assistance

be fUrnished them through the United Nations and specialized agencies.

In a consensus on 23 October 1967, the Special. Committee called

on the British Government to grant indel'endence to Swaziland 'Without

delay, requested it to eneure the return to the indigenous inhabitants

of allland taken from them, asked it ta takeall appropriate action

te protect the territorial iutegrity ana. sovereignty 01' Swaziland in

view of what the Committee describedas the inteJ:'Ventionist policy of

South Afi1.ca, and urged it to teke steps to bring about the Territoryls

economic independencefrom South Africa. The Assembly a,id not ado:pt

a résolution dealingspecifically with Swaziland in 1967.

On 22 May 1968, the Committee reiterated its requests regerding

the return of alienated land and action by the United Kingdom to bring

about the Territoryts economic independence, protect its territorial

integrity and enable i t to achieve genuine. independence.. The resolution

to this effect (A/AC.109/291) was adopted by 20 votes in favour to none

against, "With ; abstentions (Australia, United Kingdom, United States).

Other Territories: At the request of the Assembly, repeated lest-
year, the Special Committee continued in 1968 to give l'articuler attention

ta smaller territories. Althou~h since 1965 the Assembly has adopted

resolutians covering these territories as a. group, the Conunittee and

its three sub-committees consider conditions in each and make specifie

observations and recommendations.
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In its 1'llost recent resolution on the smaller territories (2357 (XXII)

of ~9 December 1967, adopted by 86 to none with 27 abstentions), the

Assembly reaf':f'irmed the inalienable right of the peoples of these

territories ta self-determination and independence. As i-t !lad done in

1966 (resolution 2232 (XXI) of 20 December 196C) .. it reiterated that

any attempt aimed at the partial or total disrup'ciorL of the national

unity and territorial integrity of colonial terx'it'ories, and the

establishment of 1'llilitary bases and installations there, ia incompatible

with the United Nations Charter and the Decla.ra-uion on the Granting ot
Independence. It repeated a request of 1965 and 1966 that adminiatering

Powers allow United Nations viaitingl'i'~asions to visit the territories,

and. it decided that the United Nations should render all help to the

peop1es in their efforts freely -uo decide their future status.

So far ill 1968, the Special Conunittee has made reconunendationson

the followingTerritories:

Regarding ~:gbea.n Territories., the Committee sought unsuccessfu11y

to have the United Kingdom defer the elections of 22 Y.I8.y in Bermuda.

until conditions returned to normal following the declaration of a

state of ~mergenoyand the dispatch of British troops. It urged the

United Kingdom ta take immediate steps ta transfer power ta the peoples

of that Territory a.s well as :Bahamas, Turks al'ld Caicos Islands, cayman
Islands and 1-fontserra.t. It called on the United Kingdom t" promote

closer ties arnong Antigua J Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts-lievis-Anguilla,

St. Lucia and St. Vincent. It invited the administering Power for the

United States Virgin Islands to encourage free public discussion of the

political alternatives open to the people and to ensure that they

exercised self-determination in ±'ull knowledge 01' those alternatives.

Concerning .Pa.cific Territories, the Conunittee sta.ted tha.t the

political changes which had occurred in Niue and the Tokelau Islands,

adm.inistered by New Zealand, were insufficient ta enable their peoples

to exercise the right of self-dete:rmination in the l;ear future. It urgea.
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the United Kingdom to give the indigenous inhabitants of the Gilbert

and Ellice Islands a direct role in the control and management of the

phosphate industry. It recommended that France and the United Kingdom,

the joint administrators of New Hebrides, take urgent measures to

introduce representative political institutions and executive machinery

there.

As to Seychelles in the Indien Ocean and St. Hdlena in the Atlantic,
the Committee called on the United Kingdom to reduce the vast economic

gap b~tween rich and poor, and urged it to desist from establishing

military bases and in':"tallations in the Indien Ocean Territory.

In the case of a1l these tert'itories, the Committee asked the

a,dministering Powers to admit a visiting mission or other form of

United Nations presence.

So far this year, the Committee has not taken up the Falkland

Islands (Malvinas) or Gibraltar, which have been the subject of a
number of Assembly and Committee resolutions in the past.

In regard to the former, the Committee in 1964, and the Assembly

in 1965, invited Argentina and the United Kingdom to negotiate their

dispute concerning sovereignty over the Territory. Talks between the

twoGovernments, begun in 1966, continued in 1967 and 1-Tere the Bubject

of a repol"tbythe parties to the Secretary-General. In a consensus

approved on 19 December 1967, the Assembly urged that the negotiations

be continued and that the two sides again report on their progresse

No such report hasbeen received thus far this year.

Concerning Gibraltar, ''lhich 1s the subject of a dispute between

Spain and the United "Kingdom the Assembly repeated in 1965 a call for

bilateral negotiations which tbe Committee first issued in 1964.

However, talks between the two Governments in 1966 were inconclusive"

On la September 1967, despite protests by Spain, and a declaration by

the Committee that the provisions of an Assembly resolut:i:on would be

contradicted, the United Kingdom held a. referendum in Gibraltar;

according te the official results, 12,138 votes were cast for retention

of the Territory' s link

Spanishsovereignty.
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of the Territory' s link 'W1th the United Kingdom and 44 for 'tranater to

Spanish sovereignty.

On 19 December 1967, 'the Assembly, inresolution 2353 (XXII),
declared 'the holding of 'the.~eferendum to be a contravention oian

earlier Assemblyresolution (22;1 (XXI) of 20 December 1966) which

had ca.lled for continuednegotiations. It expressed regret at the

interruption of nego,t.iations and invited 'the two Governments ta

resume them Without delay, "With a v iew to putting an end to the

colonial si'tuatiotl in Gibraltar and to safeguarding the interests

of the population upon the termination of tw.t s1tuationU
• The

Secre~ar.y-General was requested to assist the parties in implementing

the resolution and to report to the Assemb1y in J.968. The resolution

vas adopted by 73 votes 'to 19, \r:lth 27 a.bstentions.

The Secretary-General' s report (A/n21 and Add~1-4)contains

the text of communications sent ta him by the Governments of $pain

and the United KingdoIrl.~ T'nese comv.ronications indicate that the two

Governments have been unable tu agree on a basis for negotiation.,

They also conta.ined deta.i1s of a decision by Spain, with effect t'rom

6 May, to close the land frontier 'With Gibraltar to transit byal1

persons except 'Workers who commute acrossit daily, civUians 'Who

permanently reside in Gibraltar and others erossing in emergencies

for humanitarian reasons. Also mentioned in 'the conununications

are constitutional talks held in Gibraltar in July, looking towa:rds

a ne'W constitution for the Territory.

Other Territories which the Special Conunittee bas notyet

considered thisyear are Ifni; Spanish Sahara, French Territory of

the Afars and the Issas (formerly French Soinali1anà.), British Honduras,

American Samoa, Guam, Trust Territory of the Pacifie Islands, Papua,

Trust Territory of New Guinea, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Brunei,

Hong Kong and the British Virgin Islands.
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23. International Co...QEeration in Pe~ceful Uses of OJlter Space

The question of the peaceful uses of outer Space waS first discussed by

the General Assemb1y in 1958 when i-t established A.!1 ,ad hoc connnittee.

In 1959, the Assembly set up a 24-member comm:Lttee to consider the sub

ject. The Committee held its first meeting in November 1961, and was

expanded to its present lilembership of 28 later that year.

Last year, the Assembly adopted three resolutions relating to outer

space. In one of these, the Assembly commended to states the agreement on

the rescue of astronauts, the return of astronauts and the return of objects

launched into outerspace; 'expressed hope for the widest adherence te the

agreement, the text of which 'WaS aP..nexed to the reso1ution; and called on

the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of outer Space to complete urgently a

draft agreement on liability for damage caused by the launching of objects

into outer space, and ta submit it ta the Assemb1y in 1968 (resolution 23l~5

(XXII) of 19 December 1967).

The agreemént on assistance and return 'Was opened for signature on

22 A'pril 1968 at ceremonies in London, Moscow and Washington, the capitals

of the three Depositary Governments, and up "to now has been signed by more

than 50 Governments.

In 1966, the Assembly had commended to states the Treaty on Principles

Govern.ingthe Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of' OUter Space,

including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (reso1ution 2222 (XXI) of'

19 December 1966).

That Treaty was opened for signa'ture on 27 January 1967, and came into

force on 10 October 1967 upon receipt of the necessary instruments of

ratification.

The Assembly last yeer also adopted a resolution expressing hope that

all those inVited to the United Nations Conference on the Explora~ion and

Peaceful Uses of outer Space 'Would attend (resolution 2261 (XXII) of

:; November 1967). AlI Member States andmembers of the specialized a.gencies

and the International Atomic Energy Agency had beeninvited.
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The Conference was hald from 14 to27 August :ln V~.enna, Wi'th more tha.n

600 delegates -- scientists and non-scientists -- from 79 countrias, nine

United Nations agencies and four specialized organizationa taking part.

More than 180 papers on space themes, prepared by invited Governments and

organizations, were presellted anddiscussec1.

The discussions were devoted to cOIlJtIlunications,meteorology, naVigation,

other spa.ce techniques of practical benetit, l:>iology and xnedicine.; IlO!1-

space applications of space tecbnology, educa.tion and train1..'1g, international

co-operation and .op)?Ortunities for participation inapace research and

applications, and economic, lega.l and aocia! problems of the exploZ'a.tion

and use of outer space relevant to international co-operation and practicaJ.

benefits.

The objectives of the Conference were to examine the pr~ctical. benefits

to be derived from space research and exploration and the exv,eniï to which

non-space Powers, especially the deve10ping countries, rnight enjoy them,

and to examine the opportunities available to non-space POloTera for interna

tional co-operation in space activities, taking into e.ccount the ex.tent to

which the United Nations might play a role.

The third resolution adopted by the Assembly le.st yea.r on this gp.estion

endorsed the recommendations madeby the OUter Space Conuni"ttee in its report

(A/6804) (resolution 2260 (XXII) of 3 November 1967).

In other provisions of that resolution, the Assembly approved the

continuing sponsoX'ship bythe United Nations of the Thumba, India, equatorial

rocket launching station; endorsed the sending of a group of scientists

to Mar de! Pla.ta_ Al"'gentina, to consider United Nations sponsorship of' the

sourl~ingroèket station there; and requested the Outer Space Conttnittee to

continue its 'Work on the legaJ. agreements and a. definition of outer spa,ce

and on the applications of sate11ite technology, and finaJ.ly, ta study the

technicalfeasibi1ity and implications of direct broadcasting from sat~ites.

The Legal Sub-Conunittee of the Outer Space Commi-ttee held its seventh

session from 5 t028 June 1968 in Geneva. Severalprovisions of a t'Utu:t"e

agreement on 1iability were a.dopted. '.l'he report of the Legal Sub-.Committee

(AIAC .105/45) will come before the Outer 5pace Conttnittee at i ts nex.tsession,

scheduled "to be held t'J:'om 15 to 18 October at Headquarters.
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The Legal Sub-Coooittee is one of t'Wo sub-committees of the whole of

the Outer Space CoD1ll1ittee. The other' body, the Scientific and. '1'echnical

Sub-Connnittee, is not expected to meet this year.

Members of the Outer Space Committee are: Albania, Argentine.J

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaris, Canada, Chad, Czechoslovakia,

France, Hungary, India, Iran, Italy, Japan, Lebanon;lMexico, Mongolia,

Morocco, Poland, Romania, Sierra Leone, Soviet Union, Sweden, United ,Arab

Republic, United Kingdom and United States.

24. guestion of Korea

The General Assembly bas been consideringthe Korean questionsince

1947, when it established a Commission to facilitate the holding of elections

and the withdrawal of occupying troops.

Although unable to visit the area north of the thirty-eighth paraJ,lel,

the Commission reported that it had supervised elections in the south.

In 1948, the Assembly decided that a lawfu1 govemment hadbeen

established in South Korea, and sent a new Commission to that country to

assist in bringing about unification.

In 1950, the Commission reported that North Korean forces hadinvaded

the Republic of Korea on 25 June. The Securi-r.y Council then estabiished

a unified command under the United States, to which it recommended that

Membe~ States make forces available .in order to repe1 the attack and restore

pea.ce.
On7 October J.950, the Assembly established the United Nations Commission

for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea (UNCURK), to tlrepresent the

United Nations in bringing about the establishment of a unified, independent

and democra.tic government of all Koreall (resolution 376 (V). The CoIlllllission

remained in Korea after the a.rmistice of 27 ..Tuly 1953.
Sinee its establishment, UNCURK hasreported annually to the Assembly

onpolitical and economic conditions in Korea.

In its most recent action on the subject ~esolution 2269 (XXII) of

16 November 196iJ, the Assembl~r reaffirmed the objectives of the United

Nations in Korea. and stated that the United Na.tions, under the Charter, was

"r ightfully empowered to take collective a.ction to maintain peace and

security" in Korea. The
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securityU in Korea. The objectives of the United Nations, the resolution

stated, were to bring about by peaceful means the establishment of a unified.,

independent and democratic Korea under a representative form of governmentff •
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25. Reservation for Peaceful fHrposes of Sea-Bed and Ocean Flool"

The ~estion of the reservation excluaively for peacefulpurposesot

the sea-bed and the ocean f1oor, and the subso!l thereof, undel"ly;tng the

high seas beyond the limits of present national Jurisdiction, and the use

of their resources in the interests of mankind was discu13sed fol" the first

time, on the initiative of flJEÛta, at thetwenty-second session of the GeneraJ..

Assembly. The Assemblydecidedthento set up anadhoccommittee to deal

with the subject and ta report to ita twenty-thirdaession.

'rhe Assembly, in reao1ution 2340 (XXII) of 18 Decem.ber 1967, adopted. by

a vote of 99 in favour to none against, with no abstentions, establisheê1

the ~d Hoq Committee to be composed of the folloWing 35 members:Argentina,

Australia., Austria, 13elgium., Brazil~ l3ulgaria, Canada, Ceylan, Chil$,

Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Iceland, India, Ita,ly, Japan,

Kenya, Liberia, Libya, MaJ.:ta, Not'Way, Pakistan, peru, Poland, Bomenia,

Senegal, Somalia, Thailand, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the

United Arab Republic, the United Kingdom, the United Republic of Tanzania.,

the United States and Yugoslavia.

Undel" the resolution, the Assembly requested the Committee, in co

operation with the Secretary-General, to prepare for consideration at its

twenty-third session (1968) a study which would include:

(a) A SIDNey ofpast and present activit:Les of the United Nations,

the specialized agencies, the International Atontic Energy Agency (IAEA)

and other intergovernmental. bodies with regard to the sea.-bed and ocean

:t'1oor. and of existing international agreements concerning these areas;

(b) An account of the scientific, techn1cal, economic, legel and other

a.spects of the question; and

(c) An indication of the practical means to promote inte:ma.tional co

operation in the eJq)lo:t'ation, conserva.tion and use of the sea.-bed and the

ocean tloor, and thesubsoil thereof, and of their resources, having regal"d

to the views expressed and the suggestions put forward by Membe1" States

dur1ng consideration of this question a.t the Assemblyts twenty-second session.

D.
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The Assembly stated, in the preamble to ita resolution, that it was

"mindful ••• of the importance of preserving the sea-bed and the ocean floor,
and the subsoil thereof ••• from actions and uses which might be detrimental

to the common interests of manklnd".

The explora.tion and use of the envi:ror.ment concerned sht>uld be conducted
t

the Assernbly stated, in accordance with the principles and purposes ot: the

United Nations Charter, in the interest of maintaining international peace

andsecurity and for the benefit of allmankind.

The Ad Hoc Committee, whoseChairman ia li.S. Amera,singhe (Ceylon),held

tbree sessions during 1968: two in New York (March and June/JuJ.y) and the

third in Rio de Janeiro, Bruzil. It set up two working groups -- the

Legal Working Group and the Economie and Technical 't'Torking Group.•

The report to the twenty-th:trd session, adoptedat the Rio session,

states:

-- that virtual agreement was reaChe,d on a proposaJ.. to create a standing

committee for the peaceful utilization'of the sea-bed, but that the fine1

deeision on the composition of that permanent eonunittee and its terms of

reference -was 1eft to the twenty-thirdsession of the Assembly;

-- that it endorses the Seeretary-General t aproPosal for an expanded

programme of international co-operation tmder the Intergovernmental

Oceanographie Commission;

-- that it endorses the proposa! for an International Decade of Ocean

:Ehcploration;

....... that il'lternational co-operation in the development and explaitation

of the resourees of the sea 'Would be the best wa.y to foster research in

the area to fill the present ga.p;

-- tha.t it was wide1y recognized that an internationally accepta.ble

definition of the pJ.~ecise limi'ta of the sea. under consideration was central

to the whole question and that this complex ll1\tter required careful study;

-- that unanimity was reached that the sea....bed beyond the limita of

national jurisdietion chould be used exclusively for peaceful purposes and

that the Assembly be asked to a.dopt principles te ensure this -.... though nO

agreement was reached on the interpretat:i.on of t1peaceful purposestl
j and
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-- tbat elaboration of agreed principlea neededf'urther consideration

and study sinee no fi.nal agreement could be 1:'eaehed onthem.

26. gges.ti2~. of General ~d Conœlete D1;s~en'È

The question of diaarmament vas the $ubjeet of the tirat resolut1on

adopted by the Assembly in 1946, eatabl1shing the Atomic Eners;y Comœ.ission.

That Commission and the Co_ss1on for Conventiona]. Armaments,set up ::tn

1947, vere replaced in 1952 by the Disarmament Commission, Which was en1arged

in 1959 to inelude an Members ot the Uni.ted Nations. The Diss:rmament

Conunission last met in June 1965.

Although i t had called on a. number of occas:tons for agreement on

measures to end the armaments race, the Assembly used the term 1rseneral and

complete disarmament" tor the tirst ti1lle inl959.

Thatyear, agreel1lent 'Was reached outside the United Nations onsettitlg

up a Tan-Nation Disarmament Committee, composed of t'ive members each of the

North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the l'Tarsa.w Pact.

In J.961, the Assemblyendorsed the agreement reached between the Soviet

Union and the United States on the composition of a. new negotiat1ng body 

the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament. This body

consisted. of the 10 members ot thetormer Co.nnnittee plus eight non-aligned

Sta.tes. It has been meeting in Geneva, and report1ng to the l\saenibly1 eadt

year since 1962.

Last year the Assemb1y requested. the Committee to reswne i ta delibera.

tions and to report te the 1$168 Asselllbly.

The Committee f s report will be e.vailable short1y (A/7189-DC/a31).
Members of the Conunitteeare: Brazil, 1:3ulgaria, J3urma.~ Canada,

CzechosloVakia, Ethiopia, France, India, Italy, Mexico, Nigeria, Poland,

Romania, SwedenJ Union of SoViet SocialistRepublics, United Arab Republic,

United Kingdom and United States. (Fra..'lce has not attended. a:ny ot t1le

meetings 0 )

It vas on the basis of the Committee 1s vrork that the Treaty on the

Non...P.ro11feration ot Nuclear Weapons was drawn up. This treaty was commended

bythe Genera.1 Assem.b1y on 12 June 1968 (resolution 2373 (XXII» and is

no'W open for signature. It 'Would have nuclear..,wea.pon States undertake not
r~:.""~~~~_', : __ ,_&rt.:~~'.__ .'. : _',..-----H~,-'~

! 1 ·IIUtCGP' AYI'"
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ta J..et non-nuc1ear....weapon Sta.tes have nuc1ear weapons or their know-how and

havenon-nucJ..ear-weapon States voJ..untarily give up ~ attempt to obtain

nuc1ear weapons.

In adopting the reaolution commending the treaty, the Aasembly reCjJlested

the Eighteen-Nation Conunittee on Disarmament and the nuclear-weapon States.
urgent1y to pursue negotiations on effective measures relating to the,
cessation of the nuclear arms race at an ea.rJ..y date and nuclear disarmament

and on a treaty on general and complete disarmament under strict and effective

international control.

The non-nuclear-weapon States are holding a conference in Geneva in

September to consider, among other things, co-operation in the peaceful uses

of atomic energy and seeurity guarantees for non-nuclear-weapon States.

27. Urgent Need for Suspension of Nuclear and Thermonuclear Tests-
The General Assembly first urged the immediate suspension of testing of

nuc1ear weapons in 1957 as part of a disarmament agreement accompanied by

affective international controJ.. (reso1ution 1148 (XII) of 14 November 1957).

On 5 August J..963~ the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and the United

States aigned a treaty in Moscow banning nuclear weapon tests 1nthe

e.tmosphere, in outer space and under water. This treaty was subaequéntly

signed by more than 100 other States. However, it doea not ban underground

tests, and t'Wo nuc1ear Powers -- France and the People t s Republic of China .....

are not signatories.

Mating the treaty with approval, the Assembly, on 27 November 1963,

called on al1 States to become parties te it and requested the Eighteen

Nation Committee on Disatmament to continue negotiations on the subject

(resolution 1910 (XVIII». After inconclusive negotiations in 1964 and

1965) the Assembly repeated i ta cal1 for a suspension of tests and for

continued work by the Disarmament Committee on a t€::st ban treaty (resolut'lon

20;2 (XX) of; December 1965).

The Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament was again unable to reach

. agreement in 1967. On 19 December, the Assembly urged all States which had

not yet done so to adhere to the 1963 test ban treaty, and called on ell

nuc1ear-weapon States to suspend nuc1ear weapon tests in all enviro%lIllents.
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28. !limination of F9reiM Ml1i'ÎjAm! Bases in Asia,. Africa and Latin~:t'ica.

This question was :t'irst included in the General. Assembly1s agenda. in 1966
at the requestof the Soviet Union. The Sovietletter (A!6;99) X"ecaUed that

the Assembly had requested the colonial Powers to dismantle the military
,

bases installed in coloniaJ. territories and to refrain from establishing new
ones (resolution2l.05 (XX) of eo December 196;) •

•
Resuming consideration of the item last year,the AssemblyJ in resolution

2;44 (XXII) of 19 December 1967, noted "~hat the Disarmament CoIJ1D1ittee ha4

not yet been able 'to give sufficienteonsideration to the question of the

elimination of foreign milita.1'y' bases in the eountries of Asia, Africa. and

Latin America. lt requested that Committee to resume consideration of the

question and report ta the 1968 .Assembly.

'!he Disarmmnent Connnittee's report is not yet available.
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29.. Effec]s of A:tomie Radiation

The United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effectsof Atomie Radia

tion VIas establiflhed by the Assembly in 1955, and requested to assemble,

stu~ and disseminate information on observed levala of ioniz.ingradiation

and radio-activity in the envlronment, and on the' effects of such r~.d1at:ton

upon man and his environment. The 1nfot'mation 1s furnished by Menu '\X'S ot
the United Nations or of the specialized agencies (resolution 91; (X) ot
; December 1955).

The Committee has reported annually to the Assemb1y since J.956. In 1958

and 1962, it submi-bted comprehensive reports on radiation 1evals and affects.
"

Last year, the Assemb1y unanimously requested the Connniiitee to continue its

work (resolution 2258 (XXII) of 2; October 1967).

This year, the Committee held i'ts eighteenth session from 8 te 11 April •
•

Among the subjects discussed at the session were recent information on radio-

active contamination of the environment by nuclear testsJ effects of ioniz:i..ng

radia.tion on the nervous system and radiation-induced chromosome anomalies

in man", The Co:mrniiitee expressedits intention of preparing for the twenty

fourthsession of the Assembly a report dealing vr.Lth such evaluations ot
riskas might resul't from consideration of these subJects •

--

•

.on
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'l'he Committee also reViewed the data. that it needed to assess levels of

radiation trom nuclear 'tests and, in a letteJ:' to members of the United Nations

and, of the specialized ageneies, it outlined the information requiJ:'ed. The

letter was attached toits report (//7126).
The Committee iscvmposed of scien'tists from 15 nations: A1;'gentina,

Australia., Belgium., Brazil, Canada., Czechoslovakia., France, India.1 Japan,

Mexico, Soviet Union, SWeden, United. Arab Republio, United Kingdcm and

United States.

30. Folicies of Ap§J.':th.eid of South Afr.!.9â

The racia1policies of the Government of South Africa have been undo~

discussion in the United Nations, in oneform or another, s.ince the first

session of the General Assembly in 1946 when Ind1.a complained that South

Africa had enactedlegislation against South Africans of Indien origin.

'!'he wid.er question of .!il-]2a;"theid (racial separation)was pla.ced on the

agenda of the Assembly in 1952, at the reqp.est of 13 delegations, under the

tit1e tlQuestion of race conflict in South Africa resulting from the policies

of a~heid: of the Government of the Union of South Af'rice," • The two

related. questions continued ta be discussed as separate agenda. items until

1962 when they vere combined ünder the title: tlThe policies of apartheid

of the Government of the Republic of'South Africatl
•

In 1952) the Assembly established an investigating commission a:nd called

on all Member States ta bring their policies inte> 'cottform1ty with their
~ ~,

obligation ta promote human r1ghts (resolution 616 (VII) of 5 December 1952).

The Assettlbly, dn 6 DeCexnbêl' 1955, noted with regret that South Africa

had refused 'to' epf-Operate with the Commission and expreased concern that

South !frica. cont:tnued to give' eftee.:b to' the policies of wrtl'!,eid (reso1ution
4',

917 (X». . ,

Sinee 1956, the Assembly ha.s repeated1'Y' càlled on South,Africa to ravise

itsracial policies.

South Africs., on. the other hand, has maintained tha.t its racial

polieies are essentie.11y within its domestie jurisdiction.
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31. RevieW' of Peace-KeeBing Operatiot.:!.§.
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The Security Counci1 considered themattrp ·~t~l~ the Sha.rpevi11e

incident in 1960. In ~963, i t ceù.1ed on al1 8't..,:., 1$ ta cease sales and

shipments of arms, ammunition of al1 t~ypes, and milite:J..7 vehic1es te South

Afri(:a, including equipment and materials for the manufacture and maintenance

of' arms and ammunition there (reso1ution 181 (1963) of 1 August).

At its seventeenth session in 1962, the Assembly requested Member States

te take various diplomatie and economic measures agalnst South Africa and

established a special committee -- called the Special Committee on the

Policies of A:gartheid of the Governmentof the Republic of South Africa. - ...

te keep the situation under review and to report to the General Asflembly

and te the Security Counci1 as appropriate (resolution 1761 (XVII) of

6 November). The Special Committee has aubmitted annual andspeciaJ. reporta

to both organs of the United Nations •

The United Nations has establisl1~d two programmes financed by voluntary

contributions to give assistance to the victims of the policies of a~eid;.

In pursuance of Security Council resolution 191 (1964) of 18 June 1964,
the Secretary-General estab1:..' .via. United i,;·'tions educational and tl'ai~~

programme for South Africe.ne <1

Alao this year, the Ad Hoc 110rking Group of Experts, established. by

the Commission on Human Rights in 1967 to investigate the treatment 01'

political prisoners in southern Africa., heldmeetings in New York, London,

Genevtl., Conakry, Kinshasa, Brazzaville, Lusaka and Dar es Salaam to hear

the testimony of witnesses on this matter.

The reports of the keartheid COlllIIlittee and the Working Group of

Experts are not yet available.

The 33-nation Special Cornmittee on Peace-Keeping Operations was

established by the General Assembly at its nineteenth session, on

18 February 1965" and VIas instructed to undertake, as soon as possible,

a comprehensive review of the whole question of' peace-keeping operations

in all their aspects, including ways of overcoming the present tinal'lcial

difficul.tiesof the United. Nations (resolution 2006 (XIX.».

r
11952).
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The Assemb1y, at its twenty-second session, on 13 December 1967, re

affirmed reso1ution 2249 (S-V), adopted by the Assembly at èl special session

ear1ier in the yee:r:, and requested the Committee of 33 to continue the work

assign~d to it by the Assembly under that resolution.

The Assemb1y expressed the viewthat the prr.:paration of a study on

matters related to fac1lities, services and personnel, which Member States

migllt provide in accordance with the C~ter for United Nations peace

keeping operations, would be appropriate.

Ii; requested the Committee of 33 to prepare a report on the progress

made by l July 1968, including the study referred to above, and transmitted

ta the'Committee of 33 the records of the debates on this question at the

twenty·..second session of the Assembly, with thereq~estthat the suggestions

and proposals contained in them be taken into account (reso1ution 2308

(XXII» •

In the resolution adopted at the specisl session, the Assembly requested

the Committee of 33 "to continue the review of the who1e question of peace

keeping o:perations in al1 its aspects alld ta study the various suggestions

made by different delegations during the Committee 1s last session, in

particular those relating to: (a) Methods of financing future peace

keeping operations, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations;

and (b) Facilities, services and personnel which Member States might

voluntari1y provide, in accordance with the Charter, for United Nations

peace-keeping operationstl
•

The Assembly also renewed its appeal Uto all Member States and, in"

particular, to the highly developed countries to make voluntar.r contribut.ions

to overcome the continuil~g financial difficulties of the United Nations".

Fo1lowing a series of meetings during the first half of 1968, the

Committee adopted a progress report to the Assembly on 27 June (A/7131) Il

in which it notetl. that a Working Group established by the Committee in April.
to prepare working papers for the study requested by the Assembly had

Ifapproved a.s a first model in i ts programme of work a study of the United

Nations militery observers established or authorized by the Secùrity Council

for observation :purposes pursuant to Security Counei1 resolutions lf
•

Th'at "W'ould mean, the report stated, studying:

"1. The strength anê

ment and organization; faci
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"1. The strength and equipment of, the group of observers; their rêcruit

ment and organization; facilities and services; f'inan~ial questionsj

u2. The relationship between observers and the State or States on the

territory or territories of which they have to operate;

lt3. The status of observers; privileges c~dimmunitiesj duration and.

termination of the mission of observers".

The report said that the' Secretary-General had been re~ested to give

instructions for the preparation of:

"(a) A compilation of the statements made in the Security Counciland

in the Special Committee on the military observers established or authorized

by the Security Council, covering all the aspects referred to above;
1

lt (b) A report containing all the documents and materials available in the

Secretariat which reter to the military observers established or authorized

by the Security Council, covering all the aspects referred to above".

It was understood, the report stated, that the documents and materials

which the Secretariat would submit to the Working Group would not put forward

any conclusions or recommendations.

The material requested was submitted early in Septem'ber to the Working

Group, which i8 composed of the representatives of Canada, Czechoslovakia,

Mexico and the United Arab Republic -- the off'icers of the Committee -- and

also the representatives of France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom

and the United States.

The progl'ess report also noted that in M~ch the ChairJ11an of the

Committee, Francisco Cuevas Cancino (Mexico), had invited Member States of'.

the Committee to malte contributions to the study requested by the Ass~mbly,

either orally or in writing. Various statements had been made in the course

or." the Committee t s meetings, and communications had been received from a.

number of States, including States which were not members of the Committee.

These communications had been circulated as Commitiiee documents.

MemberD of' the Committee are: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentfna,

Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, Czechoslovakia, El Salvador, Ethiopia,

France, Hungary, India., Iraq, Itely, Japan, Mauritania, Mexico, Netherlands,

Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, Sierra Leone, Soviet Union, Spain, SWed.en,

Thailand, p'nited Arab Republic, United Kingdom, United States, Venezuela and.

Yugoslavia.
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32. ~port of Commissioner-GeneraJ. of UNRWA

United Na~ions assistance for Palestine refugees tirst began in

Novelnber 1948,when the General Assembly authori zed the advance of

$5 million for the purpose of relief, urged all countries to contribute to

a special fund, and appealed to the specialized agencies to extend their

full co-operation in the field of relief.

The United Nations Relief for Palestine Refugees (UNBPR) was established

on l December 1948 with voluntary contributions of $35 million from 33

Governments.

The United Nations Relief and vlorks Agency' for Palestine Retugees in

the Near East (UNRWA) began work in May 1950, in accordance with Assembly

resolution 302 (1V) of 8 December 1949. The assets and liabilities of the

UNRPR were transferred to UNR1'TA.

The present Commissioner-GeneraJ.. of UNRWA, Laurence Michelmore, is

assisted by an Advisor,y Committee, with Belgium, France, Jordan, Le'banon,

Syri.a., Turkey, the United Arab Republic, the United Kingdom and the United

States as members. His report to the Assembly for the year ended

30 June 1968 (A/7213) Vlill be issued later.

The Agency, financed by voluntary contributions, prcvides relief,

education, training and other services ta Arab refugees from Palestine now

living in Jordan, the Gaza Strip, Lebanon and SYria.

As of 31 May 1967, 1,344,576 refugees were registered with UNRWA.

However$l as a result of the Arab-Israeli hostilities in June 1967, about

350,000 to 400,000 persons, inc1uding about 130,000 registered Palestine

refugees, VIere reported to ha'lJ'.~ been rendered homeless or to have left

their homes.

In July 196'T, the Secretary-General appointed Ni.ls-Goran Gussing of

Sweden as his SpecialRep~esentative and sen'b 11im to the Middle East to obtain

on-the-spot information. 'rhe appointment followed the adoption of Security

Conneil resolution 237 (1967) of 14 June and of Assembly resolution 225:2

(ES-V) of 4 July concerning the YTelfare of the civilian population and

,; prisoners-of-Vla.r in the area of confJ.ict • Both resolutions requested the

Secreta.ry....General to re,port on thei1:' implementation.

The Secret~-GeneraJ
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The Secretary-General, in a report to the Security Council,and the

Asae1llb1y da.ted 18 At.gust 1967 (A/6787 and Corr.l), ~ave info:t'mation on the

human.itarian aspects of the Middle East situation, based on informatipn

received from the Commissioner-General and interim repo:t'ts of Mr. Gussing.

The report dealt with the t'Wo categories of persons requiring assistance

from UNR1-1A -- those who had lost their homes in the 1948 conflict and who

were registered wi'th the Agency, and others who had been newly disp1aced

by the recent hostilities.

The new1y displaced persons, the report stated, included a large number.
of persons displaced a second time; persons who were not on UNRWA rol1s,

since they had not lost their homes and live1ihood in 1948; and an inter

mediate group of peroons who had been displaced in 1948" but were able to

fend for themselves. The movement of refugees was both within the Ageney ts

area of operations -.... from the west to the east bank of the .1ordan River

and from the now occupied part of Syria into non-occupied areas -- and from

the Sinai into the United tsrab Republic where UNRWA had not previously

operated relief services.

In resolution 2341 (XXII) of 19 December 1967, -the Asse:mbly directed

the Commissioner-General te ensure the most equitable distribution of relief

based on need, and called upon all Governments to make nthe mOS1i generous

efforts possible to meet the anticipated' needs ••• Il of UNRV1A.
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33. United Nations Conference on 't:tadct,a.nd Develop~~

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) held

i ta first session in 1964 and, in December of that year, was established

as an organ of the General Assembly.. A 55-member Trade and Deve10pment

Board was created to carry out its functions between sessions. Specifically,

the Board was empÔ'w.ered to review and to take appropriate action for the

irnplementation of UNCTAD 1S recommendations and decisions. Subsidiar.r bodies

Were set up te assist the Board, inc1uding four main committees todeal

respective1y 'tr; ..,n c0nlll1odities, mallufa.ctures, shipping, invisibles and

financing \;{ ';'Sol11tion 1995 (XIX)) ..

In 1966, the Asse:mbly decided to convene the second session of' UNCTAD

in New Delhi, India., f:t'om 3. Feb:ruary to 25 March 1968. It directed that that

session should serve as a. t'orum for examining ltajor trade and deve10pment
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issues and for considering further action for the implementation of the

recommendations of the firstUNCTAD (resolution 2206 (XXI».
Last year, the Assembly expressed satisfaction over the final

preparations .t'or the second UNCTAD, and decided to consider its results

as a matter of high priority (resolution 2296 (XXII».
The results are presented to the Assembly in a report (A/72l4), which

states that, while the second UNCTAD a..dopted recommendations, decisions and

guidelin3s for the 'Work programme of its continuing machinery and on some

important issues, i t was unable to reach generally acceptable conclusions

on other issues of substance.

Major world trade questions on which the Conference made decisions and

recoIJUnendations included those on commodities, preferences" financing and

aid for development, East-l'Test trade and trade between developing and

socialist countries, the world foodproblem, the special problems of land

locked countries, and expansion of trade among developing countries.

Under one recommendation, the Conference proposed that the Assembly

amend its resolution governing the membership of ONCTAD, so as to suspend

South Africs. until that country had ternli.nated i ts po1.icy of racial

c1i scrimination. Other specifie proposa1s were referred tothe Trade and

Deve1opme:nt Board, including a proposa! for a series of steps to improve

institutional arrangements for UNCTAD and to ensure action programmes.

The Board met in Geneve. on 6 and 7 May, and decided to give priority

ta consideration of the tpestion of the improvement of' the institutional

ma,chinery st its seventh session, to be held in Geneva :t'rid!)). 29 August to

28 September. The Board 1s report to the Assembly this Yf::ai will deal

mainly with action taken by it on this question as well as other topics

listed in its 16-point provisional agenda (TD/B/168).

The Assemb1y will also receive9. report on the functioning of the

UNCTAD/GATT International Trade Centre, established on l. January 1968

ta assist developing countries in their export promotion efforts (resolution

2297 (XXII».
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34. Ynited Nations Indust~ial Deve1onmentOrganizetion

The United Nations IndustriaJ. Deve1opm.ent Orga.nization (UNIDO) was

estab1ished in 1966 as an organ of the General Assemb1y to promote industrial

development and, in particUlar, to help accelerate the industrializationof'

the deve10ping countries.

Under other proVisions of resolution 2152 (XXI) estab1ishing it, a

45-member IndustriaJ. Development Board was set up to serve as i ts principal

organ. The Board was assigned a number of functions, including the )?Olier to
formUlate princ1ples and 1'Olicies for UNlOO and to considerand approve ita

programme of activities" The Assembly requested the Board to report to it

annua.lly through the Econom.ie and Social Council. It received and cons1dered,

so far, one report from the Board on 1ts first session, held in New York

from 10 April to 5 May 1967 (A/6715) ..

Acting on the Board f s report last year, the Assembly strengthened the

autonomy of UNIDO. It established,it,11 Part V of the United Nations budget,

a separate section to provide for the programmé of technicalassistance in

industrial development, at an appropriate level cornmensurate 1'11th the

expanding requirements of the developing countries.

In resolution 2298 (XXII), the Assembly also vested the Board With

authority to consider and approve projects and progre:mmes in industrial

development. The Board was also ~uthol"'ized to proVide generalpolicy guidance

and direction regarding utilization of resources appropriated for activities

in this field.

At the same time, the Assembly cal1ed for a study of the possib11ity of

intensifying interna.tional industrial co-operation to further the purpose

and functions of UNIDO, and inVited the new organization to undertake this

study in close co-operation with other appropriate -United Nations bodies

(resolution 2299 (XXII»).

This year, the Assemb1y will have before i t the report of the Board on

its second session held in Vienna, its headquarters, trom 17 Aprilto 14 May

(A!7215) •

In a statelllent to the session, the Executive Director of UNIDO, l'"orahim

H. Abde1-Rah1nah, said that major activities during the past year concerned
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the promotion and servicing of field activities and theadjustment of suPPOrt

activities towards the achievement of practicaland concreteresults. UNIDO,
i t was stated, now had four main programmes: the UNDP/Special Fund component,
-the UNDP!Technical Assistance component, the Special Industrial SerVices

Programme, and the Regular Programme of the United Nations.

Actions takenby the Board inc1ude a call for intensified efforts by

UNIDO in a,reas of activities where there were gaps of action. The Board

also made a call for closer co-operation and .more effective co-ordination

between UNIDO and othe:t' United Nations bodies de~ing mthindustrial develop..

ment. The Boa:r'd recommended $1.. 5 million as the planning level of the

Regule.r Programme of Technical Assistance for industrial development in 1969
and 1970, respectively.

In another action, the Board requested i ts Execu:liive Directo:r to

prepare long-term programme proposals, which would take into account the

development strategy to be implemented during the Second Development Decade.

The BOard made this last request in response to Assembly resolutiofi 2370
(XXII), inviting United Nations programme-formulating bodies to develop

their own processes for ca.rrying out a system of 1ong-term planning and

programme formulation.

35. United Nations Ca:ei:tal Development Fund

In 1966, the Assembly decided to bring into operation the United Nations

Capital Development Fund which iii had established to assist deve10ping

countries in the development of their economies. It directed thaii the Fund

provide its assistance in the form of grants or loans, particularly loans

made interest-free or at low-interest rates, to supplement existing sources

o:r capital.

Under resolution 2186 (XXI) bringing the Fund into operation, the

Assemb1y established a 24-member Executive Boa:t'd to control :tts polic1es

and operations, as well as the post of a Managing Director to exereise

over-all responsibility for operations, subject to the directives of the

Eoard. The Board was requested to repo:t't annually to -che Assembly through

the Economie and Soeial Couneil. Expenses for the Fund' s operational

ac'tivities were to be met front voluntary contributions of States.
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Pledges made to the Funa. at the first pledging conference, hela in New

York on 31 October 1967, amounted to the equivalent of $1.:; million, part

of which waS in non-convertible currency. The Assembly considered that,

in view of the initial lack of financia.l resources,it would not be poss~ble

to give full effect, in 1968, to its decision ta brins the Fund into

operation.

The Assembly postponed action on the election of the Fund' s Executivs

Board, and on the appointment of a Managing Director. In a series of pro

visional measures, it authorized the Governins Couneil of the UNDP ta perfonn

the Board's functions, and invited the UNDP Administrator to administer the

Funa. byperforming the functions of the Managing Director.

In :'esolution 2321 (XXII) providing for these measures, the Assetnbly

decided to reView, at this year' s session, institutionaJ. arrangements for

operating the Fund.

The Economie and Soeial Couneil, at its forty-t'ifth session, considered

the UNDP Governing Couneil t s first report on the Funa. It endorsed plans for

continued efforts by the UNDP Administrator to start the operations of the

Fund and to identify specifie projects of the United Nations .family, 'Whieh

could benefit from the Fund' s investment activities.

In resolution 1350 (XLV), the Council a.lso caJ.led for maximum

participation by States in the second. pledging conference of theFund, to

be convened in. New York on 18 October 1968.

36. pnited. Nations Devel0RmentDecad~

The current d.ecade ws designa,ted as the United Nations Development

Deca,de by the GeneraJ. Assembly in 1961. Each developing country was asked.

to set i ts own growth rate, taking as an objective a minimum annuel growth

rate of 5 pel" cent by the end of the 1o-year period. Member States were

called upon to pursue pelicies and to take measures aimed at helping the

developingcountries achieve that goaJ. (resolution 1710 (XVI)).

Over the years, the operation of the Decade has been the subjeet of

periodic review, particularly by the Assembly and the Economie and Socisl

Couneil, on the basis of progress reports by the SecretarY-General.

,S

p-
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In his 1966 progress report, the Secretary-General reaffirmed an earlier

conclusion that progress during the :t'irst hal:!? of the Decade had been dis

appointing. He warned that, unless the wor1d conununity waS prepared te give

a maGsive impetus to deve1opment, i t was unlike1y that the Decade J s

objectives wouJ.d be achieved (E/4196 and Add.1-3).

At its 1966 session, the AsseIllbly addressed tvro requests to the

Secretary-General concerning preparatory work for the next decade. In one,
he was asked to elaborate a pre1iminary framewo~k of internationaldevelop....

ment strategy for the 1970s. In the other, the Assemb1y cal1ed for a survey

of principles, directives and guide1ines, established by the United Nations,
for action V1ith regard to deve10pment. In making this request, the Assembly

considered that the possibi1ity and adVisabi1ity of proclaiming a develop

ment charter deserved consideration. Itapproved a request of the Economie

and Social Counci1 that the Committee on Development Planning assist the

Secretary-Ger.Leral in his task (resolut1ons 2218 A and B (XXI).

The Committee on Deve10pment Planning discussed the matter in April 1967
and. suggested that the United Nations adopt a deve1o~ent charter. It

establi~hed a working group to prepare a precise programme of action for

the 1970s.

Reporling on the Committee t s proposals 1ast year, ·the SecretarY-General

expressed the hopethat that working group would assist in carrying

preparatory work for the 1970s forwardto its next phase. Specifically, he
1

hoped tha.t the work of the group 'WOuld help in meeting the 1966 requests of

"the Aasembly (E/4376).

Last year, the Assemblystressed the importance of intensifying auch

prepsx-atory work. It asked the Secretary-General to expedite work on the

survey which i"t had requested in 1966, and directed that he recommend

appropriate means of harmonizing measures that could he considered V1ithin

the context of a preliminaryfra:mework of development strategy. Finally,

the Assemb1y decided to consider, at this year t s regular ses.:sion; the'!

appropriate procedures to he f0110'Wed for proclaiming the 1970s as the

Second Deve.lopment Decade, and for approVing .a. programme {)f action during

that dece.de (res01ution 2305 (XXII».
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The Committee for Development Planning gave further attention to .the

question in May this year. It considered a tentative outline of .an
international development st:ttategy for the 1970s, and reeommended tha,t sevan

of :Lts members meet asa Working Group ";0 prepare a preliminary sketch of·

6uch astrategy.

Further, the Committee expressed the view that the preparation of a
sound f'ramework of a developlllent strategy required carefuJ. thought and 'WOX'k,

and ought to be sPX'ead over a reasonable 1ength of' t1llle. It propased a

time-tab1e forfurther preparatory work, designed to pave the way for

appropriate decisions by the Assembly in the latter part of 1970 (E!4525) ..

The preparations for thenext deeade 'Was also reviewed in July this

year at a joint meeting of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination

.(ope) and the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC), whichalso

recognized the need for a longer preparatory period and for more intensive

and thorou~ preparations for the next decade (E!4557).

At its 1968 summer session, the Economie and Social Council noted. .
mth appreciation the proposals of the Committee for Deve10pment Planning

and took special steps, ineluding assignment to the Councilts Economie

Conunittee of special tasks, as part of the preparation for the 1970s

(resolution 1356 (XLV».

First, the Council requested the Seeretar,y-General to sub~it to Member

States, for thei,r comments, the preliminary outline of an international

development strategy which waS being prepared by the Committee for

Development Planning. He was further asked to submit that outline, and

the cOll1ll1ents on it by Governments, to the Couneil ' s Economie Conunittee

for consideration.
In sddition ta examination of the outline on development strategy, the

Economie Committee was requested to prepare an outline of an international

de'7elopment policy, to hold aS many inter-sessional meetings as would be

neeessary for these tasks, and to submit a progress report to the Council

at its 1969 springsession.



Internationa1 Education Year, .. .. ... . ....'-'...........

In 1967, the Assemb1y decided to observe an International Education

Year to mobilize energi.es and inspire initiatives in education and. t:C'aining.

lot prt'>v1sionally designated the yeeJ:" 1970 for this purpose, and. requested

the secretar,y-General to prepare a programme of activities in consultation

vrith the United Nations Educa.tional, Scientific and Cultural QI'ganiza.tion

(UNESCO) •
The Secretary-General'Was also asked to submit, throughthe Economie

and So~ial Council, a progress report to the Assembly at i ts 1968 regular

session, so that it might decide on the proclamation of International

Education Year, in the light of' the prepara.tions which had beenmade

(reaolution 2306 (XXII».

The Counail requested the Committee for Progranune and Co-ordination

ana. other a1'pro1'riate bodies of the United Nations system to oo-o1'erate

rr.îth the Economie Committee. The Council aJ.so decided to consider the

matter aga,1n at its 1969 sununersession, Vlith a view -to facilitating the

tasks assigned to the Secretary-General by the Assembly in its 1967

resolution, including 1'arlicularlythe Assembly' s call for recommendations

on thea1'1'ropriate means of harmonizing meaSures that could be considered

within the context of a development strategy.

In a related action, the Council drew the attention of Governments to
the need for mobilizing public opinion in the developed anddeve10ping

countries,so as to ensure participation by po1icy-makers and 1'OO1'1es in

the attainment of the goals and targets of the Second Deve10pment Decade.

The Secretary-General was asked, further, to give particular attention ta
the formulation of progranunes by which such mobi1ization of public opinion

could be achieved (Council l~esolution 1357 (XLV».

The SecretarY-General 'Will report to the Assembly, at its forthcoming

session, on these developmentG in a Secretal'iat note which has not yet been

iasued. The note Vlill also deal Vlith the results of the examination of the

question of preparations for the Second Deve10pment Decade by the United

Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), aS reqUested in the

Assemblyt s 1966 resolution, and by the Trade and Development Board.
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In 1952, the General Assembly recornmended that a.llMember Sta.tes, in tbe

exercise of' thei:- right free1y to eÀ"Ploit their natural resources, shou:td pey

due regard, consistent with -their sovereignty, to the need for mainta,iningthè

f10w of capi-tal. It also recommended that Members refrain from impedingthe

exercise of a stateJs sovereignty ovar lta resources (resolution 626 (VII».
The Assemblykept the question under periodic review, and +Â10kSevêraJ.

actions including a declaration which it adopted in 1962. In it~ the AaSett1bly~

among other measures, declared that tlthe right of' peoples and nations to per

manent sovereignty overtheir natural vealth and resources must be eXet'cised in

the interast of their national development and the well-being of the people of

the State concernedli. This declaration was incorporated in a reso1utiion Whicll

requested the Secretary-General te continue stud:y of the question and to report

-ta the Assembly (resolution 1803 (XVII».

A report (E/384o) prepared by the Secretary-General in response to this

request wa.s submitted to the Assembly which, in 1965, deferred consideration of

the matter untilits 1966 regular session (.A/6196).

38. Permanent Sovereignty ovér Natural ResoUl'ces

TheSecreta...~-General reported to the Council, at i-ts 1.968 sumttler session,

on -ten·tative proposalsmade by UNESCO, includingasuggestiontb)~ the Year

should go beyond -the scope of a celebration and aim at promoting action for
educational progress by Governments and the international communi:tyat large.

In the report (Ej4518), the Secreta,ry-General stated 'that the Dfrector

General of UNESCO had expressed the readiness of his organiza~iontoa.ss1J1.ne

primary responsibili-ty fOI" the preparatory work for the programmeofactiviii;Les,

and that the General Conference of UNESCOwould examine the question at 1ta fiext

regular session to be held from 1.5 October "to 21 November 1968.

Following review of' the report, the CounciJ. recomended tha;t; 'the Assem.bly

defini'tely designate theyear ~970 as Interœtional Education Year. It inv:i:ted

the UNESCO general assembly to transmit to 'the Assemb.ly any resolution l1hich

it might adopt on the question. It also inv1:bed al1 organiza:tions of the

United Nations family to paJ."tic:tpate in the preparation of programmes for t.he

Year (resolution 1355 (XLV»,.

On this question, the Assembly 'Will receiva a Secretartat note wh1ch

has net yet been issued.

_a jJi Id UIJI il!! 1 .. Ii! 1 iillllJ JI 1.
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At the 1966 session, the Assemb1y reaffirmed the inalienable right of

. all countries to exercise perma..'l'lent. sovereignty over their naturaJ. resources

in the interest of thei:!:" nationaJ. development, It dec1ared that the United

Nations should undertake a maximum concerted effort to channel i ts activitisa

f;iO as to enab1e all countries to exercise that right fully ..

The SecretarY-GeneraJ. was requested to co-ord1nate the acti'V'ities of

the Secretariat in the field of natural resources with those of other United

Nations organs and progrannnes,' He vTas also asked to facilitata exploitation

of the natural resources of developing countries within the context of the

programmes for their accelerated eccncmic growth.. Fina11y, the Secretary

General was asked to submit a progr(~ss réport to the Assembly, at i ts fortho.

ccming session, on the implementation of its reqliest (resolution 2158 (XXI) ..
A report and a note 'by the Secretariat, which are expected ta pe suh..

mit.ted to the Assembly this year on this question, have not yet baen issued..
,

39.. Conversion to Peaceful !'{eeds of Re~ources Released br "Disarme.ment

In 1962! the General Assembly expressed its unaninlous conviction that

disarmament &~d the conversion of huge resourees to peaeeful uses would open

up vast opportunities for peaceful co-operation and trade, ensure the growiih

of production and pro'V'ide jobs for millions of people (resolution1837 (XVII».

The Secretary-General repOrted annually unti1 1966 to the Assembly and

the Eeonomic and Social Council on the status of national and. international

activity in this field.

On 6 December 1966, the Assembly noted with approval a decision of the

Counci1 that reports on the matter should be submitted on a biennial basis,

unless developments warranted additional reports.

The Seeretary-General' s most recent report (E/4494) incorporates

repJ.ies from 17 Governments regarding national studies of the matter.

40. Resources of Sea

On 6 December 1966, the General Assembly endo:t'sed a reso1ution of the

Economie and Social Counc11 requesting the Secretary-GeneI'sl to malte a survey
of the present state of knowledge of the l'esources of the sea beyond the

continental shelf, exc1uding f1sh, and of the techniques for exploiting

these resources (resoluti(
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these resourees (resolut:t.on 2172 (XXI).. The report was to be considered

by the 1968 AssemblY, a.ftercon~ide:ration by the Economie and Social Counc;t1.

The Secretary-General. submitted t'Wo reports which wereconsidered by

the Counci1 in August 1968. Theyare~ "Resourcea of the sea beyond the

Continental Sheli'tl (E/4449 and Add.1 and 2), and "Marine Science and.

Technologylt (Ej4487 and Corr.1).

After consideration of the reports, the Counci1 expressed its conviction
~

that the nations of the world should join together, with due respect t'or

existingnational jurisdictions, in acommon, long-term progrannne of explora....

tion of' the ocean as a potential source of resources 'Whicheould eventuaJ.ly

be llsed for meeting the needs of all mankind.

As a. step to'l'~'"St'ds this objective, the COm\cil invited the Genere!

AGsembly ta endorse the concept of a co-ordinated long-tem !tcÇ)p,.;ra.nune of
ocea\'lographic research deaigned to inerease, in the interest of the 'WOrld
economie deve1opmel.lt, the resoUX'ces available to all people of the 1rorld.

The Seeretary-GeneraJ. t s reports find that substantial mineral êlepos:t.t$

await development in the ocean environrnent and some Uliving populationsu in

the open sea promise to yield significant quantities of non-fish food.

Economie exploitation of the mineral resources, howevex-, nia largely depen

dent on the development of greatly :t.ncreased engineering capability,and the

inabi1ity ta use the food resources 1a largely a consequence of' a J.ac..ltof

knowledge concerning marine animals and the ocean environmentif.

41. The Roleof' United Na.tions i1'.L~.t'aining National Technica;t.
Perso~el of Deve10ping Countries

In 1962, 'the General Assembly reiterated i ts earlier reconunendation

that the training of technicaJ. personnel ahould be regardea. aS an important

factor in the economic development of under-developed countl"ies, and. ealled.

for l11easures to intensify the l'ole of the United Nations in the training ot
such personnel fOl" the accelerated industria.lization of those countrles

(reso1ution 1824 (XVII».

The Secretary-GeneraJ., in a report prepared at the Assemb1yt S l"equeat,

revie'Wedthe national and international action a1read::Y undertaken in this

field, and made recommendations for further action by the deve10ping

'Countries and international. organizations (E!;901 and Add.land 2)~
.,ç..",,,~:.,,,,'lCC';-'!O.,,",=='~~~~""~------'"

IJeGHlJlvera .........._"'--....~~------------- .....
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The Assemb1y, in 1965, said thatthis report was a va1uab1e document.

It requested Governments and approPriate United Nations bodies to conside1"

the reeommendations con-tained in it, and te transmit te the Secretary-General

their commenta and suggestions (resoluti1on 2090 (xx».
Reporting to the Assemb1y in October last year, the Secretary-General

said that only four replies had been recelved, as of that date, in responae

to the Assemblyr s request, and tha"t this limited response did not l'ronde an
adequate basis for an analysis of the views of' Governments on "the matter

(A/6855) .•

T'ne Assembly considered th1s report 1ast ;fear, and requested Governm~nts

'Whioh had not done 50 and the appropriate United Na.tions bodies to communicate

their observations and comments to the Secretary-General, in the light of

the results of the tirst halt of the United Nations Development Decade.

The Secl'etary-General was requested to prepare the report ca11ed for by the

Aesem.bly in its 1965 resolütion, and to include in the repol't the question ot
the drain of national technical personr..~l trom the developing countri~s. The

Assembly directed f'urthe:t' that the report be submitted to it at its 1968

regular session (reso1ution 2259 (XXII».

This report hasnot yet been issued.

42. ~erna1 Financing of Economie Development of' Developin~ Countries

The General Assembly' s efforts concerning the flow of capital to

deve10ping cowrtries began in 1950, when the Economie and Socie! Couneil was

a.sked te consider practical methods for aehieving the adequate expansion and
steadier flowof such capital (resolution 400 (V)).

In subsequent years, the Council and the Assembly ma.de a numbexo of'

recommendations on ways of mel<:ingmore public capital trom abroad available

to the developing countries, of increasing the f10w of l'rivate iTNestment

capital, and of measuring international economie assistance.

An earlier recommendation 'Was replaced by a d~cision, taken by the

United Nat1.ons Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) a.t itssecond

session in New Delhi this year, that developed countries should provide a

net floYr of' deve10pment finance equal to 1 pel" cent of their gross national

product. Hope vas expressed tha.t this target would be reached at an early

date.

The latest action b3

approved a series of ste!

resources available te dE

originally by the Economi

included a call on develc

pel' cent of their assiste

of ; pel' cent or less and

In resolution 2274 (

the Assembly also noted,

whichanalysed the factor

to provide resourees to t

which these factors could

requested to study the po

in the report, and the Se

at iiis 1968 aession# on a

SeGretcœy-General was als

steps recoMmendeèi by the

The latest statistlc

assistance are set forth .

~1sy~ (4~~# ~~~

Proposals for contin

in other r~orts, dea.ling

developing countries, exp

establishment 01' an advisi

On foreign investmen'

panel be eonvoked. to disc1

foreign investment in devj

appropriate to them" The

off'icia.ls trom Government:

investment cOmJn\mity (E/4J

A Secretaria't progrel

providing for the convenil

interested international l

discussion, the expel"iencc



The latest action by the Assembly itself was taken la.st year, llhen lt

approved a series of steps by which developed counttiea could make external

resourcesavailable to developing countries. Theaesteps, reconnnended
•
originally by the Economie t:Uld SociaJ. Council, in its resolution 1183 (XLI),

irlcludec1 a call on developed countries to provide, by 1968, at least 80
per cent of their assistance in the torm of grants or loans at interest rates

of 3 peI' cent or less and with a l"epayment period of 25 years or more.

In resolution2274 (XXII), approving the (;olUlcil' s reconunendation,

the Assembly aJ.so noted, with appreciation.Je. Secretariat report (E!4375)
which analysed the factors af'fecting the ability ot the deve10ped countries

toprovide resoUJ:Ices to the developing countries and sugges·;;;ed measures by

which these factors could be overcome. The developed countries were

requested to study the poasibi1ity of implementing the measures suggested.

in the report, and the Secretary-General Yas asked to report to the Assembl:y,

at iiiG 1968 session, on action taken in response to this request", The

Secretary-General "las alsoasked to report on the imple1Jlénta:tion of the

steps recommended. by the Economie and So~ial CouncU~.

The lateststatistical data on the international flow of capitaJ. and

ass1stanceere set forth il! three repol'ts p~epared by the Secretary-General

this year (E/44;S, E/4495 and E/4512).
Proposals for continued United Nations efforts in the field are set out

in other ~orts, dealing with the question of foreign investment in

developing countries, export creàit and devèlopment finencing, and the

establishlIlent of an advisory service on industrial equipmerrh ..

On t'oreign investment, a Secretaria:t repart and note propased that a

panel be convoked. to discuss the principal issues arising in the context of

foreign investmentin develop:1ng countries and the solutions that might be

appropriate to themll The panel, it was proposed further, should consist of

officials from Governments and international agencies and. of leaders in the

investment conum.mity (E/4446 and E/4565) Il

li. Secretat"ia:t progress report on expert credit propased a 'WOrk programme

providing for the convening of a round-table discussion, to be attended by

interested international and national agencies and institutions Il At this

discussion, the expel'lience of existing na.tiona,lschemea relating to expert
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credit inaurance and financing would be reviewed and assessed, the results

of' this assessment would he evaluated, and pl'oposals for appropriate future

action would he fol'mulated (E/4481) ..

The report on adVisory serVice on industrial equipment concel'ned the

propased establishment, vithin the United Nations Industl'ial Deve10pment

Organization (UNIDO), of such a service to pl'o'Vide information to the

developing countries on the sources of supply, the cost and the quality of

ec;ulipment needed for their development (j The reI'ort said that UNIDOhad

inc1uded the establishment of this serVice in its progrenune for 1968, to be

o~eratiol1al by the end of the year (E/4549)"

The proposals respectively on. the convocation of a panel on foreign

investmentand on the convening of a round-table discussion on export credit

vere approved thia summer by tlle Economic and Social Couneil, whieh requested

the Secretary-General ta report ta it on their imp1ementation (Counei1

reso1utions 1358 (XLV) and 1359 (XLV».

The report of the Industrial Development Board of UNlDO deaJ.1ng, amang

other topies, with the proposa! relating to thead"isory ser-vice on industrial

eqUipment was noted with aPI'reciation by the Couneil whieh transmitted it

ta the Assembly (Couneil j,...eso1ution 1321.9 (XLV).

43" United liations Institute for Training and Re.".f!eareh

The tirst steps towards the establishment o~ the United Nations Institute

for Training and Research(UNITAR) wel'e taken in 1962 when the Assembly

requested a report on the desirabi1ity and feasibi1ity of setting up, under

United Nations auspices, a training and research programme financed by

vo1untary contributions from public and private sources (res01ution 1827

(XVII) of 18 Deccmber 1962).

A plan prepared by the Secretary-General (E/3942) was approved by the

Economie and Social Counei1 and the Assembly the following year. The

Secretary-General was then authorized te take the necessary steps to

establish such an institute, and ta explore possible sources of financial

assistance (resolution 1934 (XVI;!:I) of 11 December lS· 'i3) 0 UNITAR was formally

opened. on 24 March 1965. An Executive D:\ Gabrield'Arboussier of

Senegal, and a Board of' Trustees were ap};·and the first session of

the Board was he1din New York on 24 and 25 I...d"ch 1965.
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44. QEerational Activities t'or Development

(a.) Activities of "the United Nations Development Programme

In 1965, the General Assembly established the United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP) to consolidate, in one prograllUl'e, the activities of the

Expanded ProBramme of Tecbnica.l Assistance (EPrA) and the Speciâl Fund. EFTA

came to be known as the Technical Assistance componUlt of' the UNDP,and the

Special Fund became the Special Fund component.

(EPI'A 'Was established to combine the efforts of the Uni bed Nations and

the specialized agencies to assist the economic development of developing

countries, and plans for the scheme vrere approved in 1949. The Special Funa
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That year, the Executive Director and the Sec:r-etary-General reported

to the Council and the Assenir.ly on progress made. Some of the tasks 'Which

the Institute could perform, as a central. agency for training andresea;rch

related to the United Nations system, were outlined (E!4049). The Assembly,

noting the progress made,expressed the hope that regularoperations would

begin not later than the end of 1965.
In resolution 2044 (XX) of 8 December 1965, the Assembly further

a,ppealed to Member States and private institutions which had not yet done

so to give the Institute their generous financial support.. The Executive

Directo!.' wss requested to report cumually te the Assernbly and, as appropria:te,

to the Council.

'!'he Executive Director has so far reported to the Assembly three tinles"

His report this year Will be issued after the seventhseasion of the :Board,

which will be hald in New York on Il and 12 September.

The Executive Director, in a report this year to the Council, says that,

up to 15 May 1968, governmental and non-governmental sotn"ces had pledged

a total of :j)4,812,;e6 in v01unta:ry contributions. Of this, $3,408,739 has

been paid to the Institute.

Fo110wing the expi:ry of the term of office ot Mr. d lArboussier as

Executive Director on 31 December 1967, Chief S.O. Adebo of' Nigeria was

appointed to succeed him by the Secretary-General in consultation m'th the

:Board of Trustees. Chief Adebo assumed his duties on 1 March 1968.
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was established in 1958 to supplement EJ?TA by ascheme whieh would provide

pre-investment assistance to relatively large development projeets.)

Arrangements for the establishment of the UNDP were approved in

No'Vember 1965, and became effective on l January 1966. These ineluè.ad the

creation of a 37-member Governing Council which pro'Vides genera.1 policy

guidance for the Programme, approves projects, allocates funda and submits

reports and recommendations to the Economie and Social Council which, in

turn, reports to the Assembly (resolution 2029 (xx».
Last year, the Assembly expressed concern at the increasing dispropor

'tion between the assistance needs of the developing countries and the

resourcesav:ailable to the UNDP. It appealed to Member States to help aS

much as possible to increase the Programme t s resources, bearing in mind the

call made in 1966 by the Secretary-General for a target of $350 million to

be reached by 1970, It also requested the UNDP Governing Couneil to examine

the means whereby UNDP could do more to stimulate and tacilitate the finane

ing ofprojects whieh had alreadYbenefited from UNDP pre-investment

(resolution 2280 (XXII».

In other actions, the Assembly approved new procedures for the prepara...

tion, appro'Va.1 and implementation of projects of the technical assistance

component of the UNDP (resolution 2279 (JOCI!»; and authorized continued

use of the teehnical assistance funds for the provision, in 1969, of opera

tional personnel to Governments (A/6916) ..
A report (E/4451 and E/4545) on the UNDpt s 1967 activities sta.ted that

total expenditure during the year amounted to $144 million, of which $93

million Was for the Special Fund component and$5l million for the TeChnical

Assistance component. This represented a 7 per cent increase over its 1966
expenditure.

Under the Special Fund component, the report stated tha;t 151 new

projects were approved, bringing the total number to 925.. The total cost

of the approved projects was $2,226 million, of which -the UNDP contributed.

$909 million, while recipient Go'Vernm.ents contributed $1,;17 million. By

yearta end, follow-up investment related d.ireetly to UNDP survey projeets

amounted to about $1,019 million.
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In a section dealing with the Assembïy's re~estconcerning tollow-up

:tnvestment, the report stated that the UNDP G0"verning Counc1l ha.d approved

arrangements decignetl to promote :f'inancing of' projeets which had already

benef'ited f'rom UNDP pre-irNestmerJ.t. These included plans to appoint a pane3.

of' senior l"inancial advisers to assist ln the performance of' a number of

functions, such as identif'ication of specifie investment opportunities, for

mulation of proposals for investment and the disseminaticn of information on

thèse 1nvestment opportunities alld proposals.

The Economie and Social Council c~nsidercd tais report last summer and,
in transm1tting it to the Aescmbly, drew attention to lin'} Governing Cou,ncilfs

action regarding fo11ow-up investment. The Couneil also approved the recom

mendation that the Assembly &.uthorize the UNDP to continue te provide opera;""

tional personnel, on the request of Goverl.unents, as an integral part ot the

normal UNDP assistance (Council resolution 1344 (XLV).

(b) Activities Und,!Lrtaken by th!f~Secr~tary...General
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The United Nations suppliee teams of expe1.'ts, offers fe1lowships and.

organizes seminars ta promote economic development, under a scheme which was

established by the Assembly in 1948 and came ta be known as tbe United Nations

Regular Programme of Technical Assistance (resolution 200 (III».
Assistance provided under this programme ha.ve cost $6.4 million annually,

and appropriations are n'Ade yearly by the Assembly under the regular budget

ta meet this cast. A:r:art from economicdevelopment, the programme provides

for assistance in the fields of social development, public administration,

industrial develapment, human rights andnarcotic control.

Policy guidance for the programme is provided by the UNDP Governing

Couneil which, among other functicns, allocateo funds ff>r its projects.

However, the Ar.sembly decl.ded last yeer in resolution 2298 (XXII) that policy

guidance for activities concerning industl'ia.l deve10rment should beprovided

by the Industrial Development Eoard of UN!DO, which ahould allocate funds

fol" projects in th1.6 field.

Proposals on the 0perati ons of' the pl'o!sramme and the appropriation of

f'unds for its 1969 activities will be presented to the Assemblj) at its :fortb....

coming session, in the relevant chapters of the report of the Economie and

r.;ocial Counc!l (A!7203) and two Secretaria.t notes.
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The UNDP Governing Counci1 has recommended a planning level of $6.4

million for the programme's over-aJ.l activities in 1969, subject to final

determination by the Assembly after it had considered all the proposaIs

submitted to it. These proposaJ.s inc1ude the recommendation oi' the

Industrial Development Board of UNIDO that the planning level for projects

in the in~ustrial development field be set at $1.5 million in 1969 as weIl.
as 1970.

Besides the regular programme, operational activities of the United

Nations include its participation, as executing agency, in UNDP projects

as weIl as f'unds-in-trust operations. The Economie and Social Council was

informed at its summer session that a record sum of $46.6 million was

devoted to the Organization's technical assistance activities in all three

areas in 1967, as compared with $40.5 million in 1966.

45. Mu1.tilateral Food Aid

United Nations concern regarding food shortages dates from the end of

vlorld Wax II, and resulted in a call by the General Assemb:I.y in 1960 for a

study b:r the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) on the feasibi1ity of

mu1.tilateral arrangements ta distribute surplus f'oodstuffs to places where

they were MOSt needed (resolution 1496 (XV».

As an outgrowth of' this study, a Wor1d Food Programme was established

in 1961 which, with total resources of $93.6 million fr'om vo1untary €ontri

butions .Ln cash and kind in the initial three-year period, met emergency food

needs (resolution 1714 (XVI». Started as an experimental joint unde1"taking

of the United Nations and FAO, the Programme was extended in 1965 on a

continuing basis. The target for vo1untary contributions was set at $275

million for the three-year period 1966-1968 (reso1ution 2095 (XX».

In the meantime 1> work continued on a study, requested by the Assemb1y

in 1965, on the means and policies which would be required for large-scale

multilate:t'a1 action, under United Nations auspices, to combat world hunger

effective1y (resolution 2096 (XX». A Secretariat decision setting 1968 as

a date1ine for completing this study was approved by the Assembly in 1966

(resolution 2215 (XXI».
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Contributions in cash and kind, announced at a pledging conference for

the Programme held in January this year at the Assemblyt s requestJ amounted

to the equivalent of $ll8,994l1'530.

A Secretariat report (E/4538), prepared in response to the Assemb1y t s

requests of 1966 and 1967, deals with the possibi1ities and problems of food

aid in deve10ping countries, aid policies for meeting food deficits in

developil'lg countries, and institutional arrangements.

A chapter on institutional arrangements lays special emphasis on the'

r01e that can be p1ayed by United Nations bodie.s, including the World Food

Programme, in an eJtpanded world food aid effort. It also sets forth elements

of a global strategy for solving the food problem of developing countries

in the context of general economic development.

The Economie and Social Council 'Will review the question of multi1ateral

aid at its resumed forty-fifth session, to be held in NeW" York in October

or No~ember 1968.

A Secretariat preliminary report (E/4352), prepared last year, called

for an expanded programme of food aid. The report aJ..so suggested guide1ines

and procedures for such an expanded programme, emphasizing at the same tilne,

as a long-term objective, the need to raise domestic production to e11ll1:inate

food transfers.

Noting this report last year, the Assemb1y requested the Secretar.v

General to payparticular attention, in the next phase of the study, to prob

lems of the co-ordination of all t'ood aid programmes. He was also asked to
assess and recommend modifications in existing institutional arrangements for

hanaling food aid, especially asubstantially increased volume of food aid.

Government signatories of the Food Aid Convention, established under the 1967

International Grains Agreement, were invited to me.ke use of multilateralfood

aid facilities in implementing that Convention (resolution 2300 (XXII».

In other actions, the Assemb1y established a target of $200 million for

voluntary contributions to the Programme for the two-year period 1969-1970

(resolution 2290 (XXII». It also called for intensified international

efforts ta increase the production of staple food cereals, especially rice"

and invited FAO to su1:mit a progress report on the question (resolution

2301 (XXII».
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46. Increase in Production. end Use of.' Edib1e Protein Outflow of Trainl3d PE- .. .~

The United Nations made its f.'irst major ef.'f.'ort at promotirlg interna

tional co-operatio~ in the application of.' science and teChnology to economic

development in Fabruary 1963, when i t convened the United Nations Conference

on the Application of Science and Technology for tha Benef.'it of.' the Less

Developed Areas (UNCSAT). The same year, the Assembly F.l.pproved the creation,

by the Economie and Social CounciJ., of an 18-member Advisory Committee on

the Application of.' Science and Technology to Development to give practical

eff.'ect to the results of.' the 1963 Conf.'erence (resolution 1944 (XVIII».

Specifical1y, the Advisory Committee was asked ta examine the possi

bility of.' establishing a United Nations progr&!une on co-operation in this

f.'ield, to consider ways of mobilizing the skill of specialists in the

developed countries ta assist in the proposed programme, and to examine the

types of.' training and research institutions and governmental planning needed

in developing countri es to ~ccelerate the application of' science and

technology•

The Advisory Committee has held nine sessions so far. It has icsued

reports on a number of.' problems which it had selected for study, including

one on increasing the production and use of edible proteine That report

(E/4343) was entitled: "Feeding the expanding world population: recom

mendations for international action to avert the impending protein crisis" •

The report set forth the Advisory Committeets proposals on activities

designed to close the world protein gap.

Acting on the reconunendation of.' the Economie end Social Council last

yeer, the Assembly welcomed the j;lolicy objectives and the technical aspects

of.' the proposals in the report, and called for concerted and weIl co

ordinated action by organizations of the United Nations system to combat

protein malnutrition. It requested the Secretary-General to submit a report,

to the forthcoming session, on the implementation of its request for

concerted action (resolution 2319 (XXII».

A Secretariat note, prepared in response to this request, will describe

action taken by Governments and organizations cf the United Nations system

in their efforts to combat malnutrition.
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47. Qgtflow of Train~fLPe~_sormel fr..Q!g. Deve1opin~ Countries

The outf1ow of trainedpersonnel from developing countries was among

specific topicsproposed, in a Secretariat report in May 1967, for inten

sified concerted international action as part of the United Nations effort

to assist in the development and utilization of human resources in the

developing countries.

In a report on human resources, prepared in response to an ee.r1ier

Assembly recp.est (resolution 2090 (XX», the Secretariat suggested that this

problem ca1led for conce.cted action by the United Nations system" beginning

with an urgent studyof the underlying motivations (Ej4353 and Add,,1,

Chapter IX,Section D).

The Economic and Socia1 Council, at its 1967 summer session, we1coméd

the report and invited Member States to make observations on the recomm.enda

tions to be drawn from i t. 'rhe Secretary-General was re~ested to examine

the proposals set forth in it, in consultation with interested United Nations

bodies, and to submit recommendations on their implementation.. He was aJ..so

asked to report on the progress made in the studies byinterested United

Nations bodies On the question of llbrain-drain" (COU11Cil resolution

1274 (XLIII» ..

In December 1967, the Assembly approved -the action taken by the Council ..

In two separate resolutions, the Assenbly also decided to keep the subject

under constant review, called for a report to be sublllitted to it on the

question at this year' s regular session,. and decided to include it as a

separate item in the agenda for the session (resolutions 2259 (XXII) ani

2320 (XXII».

A report (E/4483, Chapter IV), prepared by the Secretariat last April,

stated that identification o~ priorities fOl' future concerted international

action would only be possible after the completion of the studies and

research currently under way.

At i ts 1968 summer session, the Economie and Social Council noted 'tItis

report and requested the Secretariat and the United Nations systetn of

organizations ta continue their 1?ork in this vita! field, particularly in

connexion with preparations for the Second Devel0plllent Decade (JV7203).
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48. Assistance in Cases of Natural Diss.sters.......

The tirst United Nations step towards ensuring rapid and concerted

relief assistance to countriee which had experienced natural disasters was

taken in 1964, when the Economic and Social Council requested the Secretary

General to study the types of assistance which interested international "

organizations might provide in such cases (Counci1 reso1ution 1049 (XXXVII)).

A report prepared by the Secretary-General in response to this request

was subSequently considered by the Council which made recommendations tothe

General Assembly (Counci1 resolution 1090 C (XXXIX)).

Aèting on the Counci1' s recommendations, the Assemb1y in 1965 noted 'With

satisfaction arrangements of the United Nations family for providing emel~

geucy assistance to countries stricken by natural disasters. It cal1ed for

intensified efforts to ensure co-ordination of such arrangements, under

the J.eadership of the Secretary-General.

In refl01ution 2034 (XX), the Assem.bly alao authorized the Secretal:'Y

General to dra:w on the Organization's Working Capital Fund te the amount

of $100,000 for emergency aid in any one yeer, with a normal cei1ing of

$20,000 pel' countr,y in the case of any one disaster.

In other recommendations, Member States were invited to consider set

ting up apPropriate national planning and operating machinery to give

unified direction to relief operations. They were also urged to consider

establishing national Red Cross or Red Crescent societies.

Finally, the Assemb1y decided ta review, at thisyear' s regular

session, its decision authorizing the Secretary-General to draw on the

Working Capital Fund for emergency aide

A Secretariat t'epart, prepared for the purpose of this review, provides

infomation on recent deve10pttlents re1ating to imp1ementation of the

Assemblyt s 1965 recommendations. This includes the information that the

Secretary-Genera1, acting under the authority given him by the Assembly

that year, had sa far authorized the use of funds for emergency aid on

eight occasions, ta the total amount of $139,000 to seven countries.
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The report also containsproposals for future action, including the

suggestion thaii authority given to the Secretary-General relating to the use

of the W'orkingCapital Fund be extended for a further three-year period

(E/4544) •
The Economie and Social Cauneil considered these proposaJ,.s at its 1968

summer session, and decided to postpone action on them until its resumed

session,to be held in New York this fal1 (A/720;).

49. World Social Situation
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Each year, the General Assembly' s Third Committee reviews questiona of

social development, as well as United Nations policies and progra:nnnes in

the social field. Following the 1966 review, the Assembly approved new

guidelines for United Nation~ work in this field, including newpriorities

t'or the work of the Commission for Social Development of the Economie and

Social Couneil.

1'11. resolution 2215 (XXI) approVing the new guidelines, the Assemb1y

aIso reqUested the Commission to prepare a draf't dec1aration on social

developrnent which ",ould defin.e~ in general tenns, the objectives of social

development and the methods and means of achieving them. It called for a
report to be submitted to J.t this year by the Secretary-Genera:Lon imple

mentation of its decisions concerning the new guidelines.

For the 1967 reView, the Assemb1y had before it the Secretary-Genex-aJ.1s
report as requested (A/6826); a report of the Commission containing

recommendations on review of programmes and methods of activities of the

United Nations fa:mily in the social field, as ",ell as information on progress

made concerning the dra.ft declara'tiion 011 social· development (E/4324); and

information on action taken by the Economie and Soeial. Council on these two

reports (A/670;).
Following consideration of these reports, the Assembly expressed deep

concern that the social siiiuation remained unsatisfactory, in spite of the

resolu.tions adopted by i t on the question and of efforts in Many countries

of the world.
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In reaolution 2293 (XXII), the Secretary-General and appropriate United

Nations bodies were asked to continue implementation of the Assembly' s 1966
decisiotls on new guidalines. l1ember States, par"ticularly the economically

advanced ones, were urged to expand significantly international assistance

for development which 'Waa likely to contribute to the improvement of the

world social situation.

The Assembly also requested that the next report on the world social

situation ahould be submitted to thi~ year t a regular session and decided ta

accord high priority to the question et the session.

The Assembly will have before it the 1267 Re'Qort,.2n the World, SoCial

§ituation, as requested. After describing the state of such 'World social

questions aS education, health, food production, employment, personal ineome,

eonsumption and housing, this report noted that social development in the

less developed countries had remained generally slow. It also noted that,

in absolute terms, the gap between those countries and the rich countries

had in faet widened (ST/soA/84).
Having considered this report at its 1968 apring session, the Economie

and Social Couneil requested that proposals for goals and progrannnes of the

next decade should take into consideration, among other factors, the urgent

necessity of encouraging increased international assistance, so as to bridge

the 'Widening economie gap between developed and developing eountries

(Council resolution 1320 (XLIV)).

The Economie and Social Council 'Will report to the Assembly on the

latest recommendations of the Commission for Sccia]. Development on a number

of questions relating to the Commission' s work progrannne. These include the

Commission' s proposals for work in the :.L'ield of social policy, the distribu

tion of national incame and the social aSl,)ects of industrialization.

The Economie and Social Council, at ita 1968 spring session, considered

thase recommendations, and endorsed the orientation of the Commission t s work

programme towards strengthening the social aspects of over-all development

(A/7203, Chapt'er X).
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50. Draft Declaration on Social Deve;tçEment

The Assembly will have before it at thia session a draft declaration

prepared by the Comm.ission for Social Development.

The preparation of such a draft declaration waS authorized in 1966
by the Assembly (see item 49 above).

The draft declaration, attached as an annex to the Commission' s report

(E/'!467/Rev.l), consists oi' a preamble and three pa,rt$", The last paragraph

of the preamble 'Would have the Assembly proclaim the Declaration on Social

Development and calI for national and international action for its use aS a

common baois for social development PQlicies. The proPQsed princiBles and

objectives of social development, and the means and methods of achieving

them are set out in the three parts.

The Economie and SociaJ. Council considered the draft at i ts 1968 sprlng

session, and decided to transmit it ta the forthcoming session, together

with amendments submitted during its examina-t~ion in the Council as well

as the comments of Govermnents (A/7203, Chapte1" X).

51. Report of United Nations HiB!! Commissioner for R~ees

The High Commissioner for Refugees, Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan,

states in his annuel report (A!7211) that, after Europe -- 'Vlhere i of... has

been pos$ib1e to deal successfully'With long-standing problems and to

prevent the emergence of any serlous new ones --settlement progrannnes

in Africa and Asia are also gradually .achieving their objectives.

In the field of international protection, the High Commissioner notes

that considerable progress had been made since his last report, particularly

with regard to intergovernmento.l action. The most signifioant developmenta

'Were the adoption by the General Assembly last year of the Declaration on

Territorial Asylum and the entry inta force of the Protocol ta the

Convention relating ta the statua of Refugees.

The reIJort states that the Exacutiva Committee of the High

Commissioner's progranune has adopted a taX'get of $4,631,600 for the 1968

programme, more than two-thirds of whioh 1s intended for the local

settlement of refugeesin Africa. As of 30 April 1968, $2,982,052 had

been paid or pledged towards the 1968 target by 37 Governments.

E..
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52. Epusing, , Building and Planniug

United Nations interest in these related fields dates from the first

session of the Assembly in 1946, which cal1ed attention to graveshortcomings

and asked the Economie and Social Council to initiate remedia1 ',,:;îjion. In

Subsequent years, the Assembly, the Council and other United Nations bodies

(notably the Social Commission, now the Commission for Social Development)

continued to study and urge action on housing, and, in 1962, the Council

took a major initiative, setting up an 18-member Committee on Housing,

Building and Planning -- enlarged to 21 members in December 1962 and to zr
in August 1966 -- to pr~vide st:r.onger and more specialized leadership

(resolution 903 (XXXIV».
Recommendations of' this COIDrllittee have sinee been at the origin of'

numerous substantive decisions of the Counei1 -- to which it reports -- and

of the Assembly. Some of' these have been:

-- A recommendation by the Assembly in 1963 for emergency action to

improve housing and related faci1ities in developing countries during the

Development Decade (resolution 1917 (XVIII»;

-- A recommendation by the Council in 1964 thata Centre for Housing, #

Building and P1annlng be set up within the Department of Economie and Social

Affairs; this Centre we.s established in June 1965; and

-- A reconunendation by the Assembly in 1965 that Member States "assume

a major role in the solution of the housing problem in ever~l country" by

encouraging local building industries, training architects and engineers,

enaeting land reforms and ereating planning infrastructures (resolution

20;6 (XX».
In 1967, the Assembly wa.s unable, for lack of 1iime to consider housing,

building and planning, postponing i ts examination to the twenty-third

session. It will take up the subjeet this year in the context of the report

of the Economie and Social Couneil (A/7203), which, at its forty-fourth

session last May, adopted three substantive resolutions on the basis of

"the fif'th report of the Committee on Housins, Building and Planning

(E/4440).
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The first of these resolutions (E/RESll299 (XLIV» a:sks the Assembly to

substitute a quinquennial h011sing survey "of an analyt:lcal and comparative

character" for biennial :reports preViously asked fo:r under the Assembly' s

resolution 2036 (XX). The second (E/RES/1;DO (XLIV» recommands that compe

tent United Nations bodies consider convening regional conferences and

initiating a public information programma in hous:bîgand allied subjects..

The third (E/RES/1;Ol (XLIV» asks the Secretary-General ta take stepa towarda

the establishment of a United Nations Institute for Documentation on H'ousing,

Building and Planning in New Delhi.

The Assembly 'Will have before it two progress reports of the Secretary....

General on the implementation of the Assemblyl a resolution 20;6 (xx) of 1965,

one originally prepared for the tw<:::nty-second session (A/6842) and the other

bringing the .subject up to date in the 1ight of new developments (A/720l).

The first of these two documents states in its concluding paragraphs that,

although tlthe magnitude and the ramifications of the world housing problems

are :recognized and some effort is being made towards solving theatl
, concrete..

achievements in terms of improved shelter and general environmentare

Ifalarmingly low". Itadds that, whereas thefirst Development Decade ealled

for the construction of 10 dwelling units per 1,000 population, few developing

countries have attained even one-fitth of that objective.
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53. ~ownTw1nninB as a Means of International Co-operation

Town Twinning -- the linking of one town 'Wi.th another ina different

country -- aims at bringing citizens of both places into close contact. It

may take the form of visits between officiels and groups of the two towns,

cultural exchanges and technical assistance. In Europe, where th1s activity

has developed greatly since World War II, the impetus was toalleVia.te

distress ca.used by war or disaster; sometimes the link 1a based on common

industries or other economie interests li Themovement has spread to other

parts of the world in recent years, and often takes the tom of' citizens of

a town in a developed counbry assisting particular projectsin a town in a

developing count:t:'Y. While local authorities otten take the initiative in

establishing this kind of linlt, a. number of international organizations also

sponsor this actiVity. , • 1
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Both the Economie and Social Counci1 in 1964 and the General Assemb1y

in 1965 have encouraged town twinning as a maans of international

co-operation. The Assembly also requested the Secretary-General to teke aU

suitable measures to encourage town twinning.

Reporting to the Economie and Social Council in March 1967, the

Secretary-General observed that Governments had not proposed that the

Secretariat should engage in town twinning or that additiona! financial

proVision should be made for such activity. In the Assembly, he noted, the

question bad been raised whether this would be a proper function for an

inter...governmental body or whether i t sbould not remain non-governmental and

largely bilateral, aS in the past. There was general agreement, be added,

·that the Secretariat should encourage it and, within existing programmes and

at the request of Governmants, expand i ts role in intermunicipal assistance.

The Secretary-General would be happy to match requests for this type of

assistance with offers from mun!cipalities of developed countries, he stated.

The report describes United Nations co-operation with non-governmental

organizations in rendering technical assistance to local governments, and

it also states that the United Nations DevelopmentProgramme is prepared to

eonsider ways for more actively promoting town twinning. In addition, the.
reJ?Ort contains a statement by UNESCO describing i ts activities in

encouraging town twinning, 'With particular reterence to educational

seientifie and cultural programmes.

The Economie and Social Counci1, in res01ution 1217 (XLII) of 1 June

1967, suggested that Governments seek the participation of non-governmcmtal

organizations in assisting in the formulation and implementation of UNDP

projeets in which town twinning or other forms ofintermunicipal

co-operation might play an important role. To this end, the Counci1

invited non-governmental organizations to be prepared to assist in carrying

out such projeets.

At i ts last session, the General Assembly, on 18 December, approved the

recommendation of' the Third Committee tha,t the consideration of this i ten1

should be J;lostponed to the twenty-third session.
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54. Elimination of lUI Forms of Relil?iious Intolerance

A preliminary dra.ft declaration was prepared by the Sub-Conunission on

Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minori'ties in J.964, but a

working group Get up by the Commission on Humsn Rights to study this dra.ft had

time ta revise only six articles (texts in the Conunission t s 1964 J;'eport E/3873).,
In :t."esolution 2020 (XX) of 1 November 1965t the Assembly asked that the

Commission malte every effort to complete the draf't declaration and the dre-:Pt

convention in 1966. The Commission de~t with the draft convention in 1966

and 1967, but did -not have time to take up 'bhe draft declaration. Fu:t"thermore,

the draft declaration 'WaS net considered by the Commission in 1968.
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The Universal Declaration of Rumen Rights proclaims the principle of non

discrimination and the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion and

belief. A study on discrimination in religious rights and practices, pub1ished

in 1960 under the auspices of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of DiScrimina

tion and Protection of' Minor1.ties, was taken into account when the General

Assembly drafted an article on freedom of thought, conscience and religion for

inclusion in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

To bring into effect the principle of'equality of all persons mth :t"espect

to religion, the Assembly in 1962 requested that the Oommissionon Huntar. Rights

draft a declarationand t:. convention on the e1imination of all forms of

religious intolerance (resolution 1781 (XVII) of 7 Decembar).

(a) Draft Declara.tion

e

co

~e.

lied.

md

Lll

al

ng

the

(b) ~t Conv~tion

The Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of

Minorities in 1966 submitted to the Commission on Human Rights a preliminary

draft of an interna,tional convention on the e1imination or all forms of

religious intolerance (clON. 4/900) •

At i ts sessions in 1965, 1966 and 1961, the Commission adcpted a preamble

and 12 articles of a draft convention, but, for 1ack of time, was unab1e te

adopt measures of implementation. The Comtnission t s text, along with dre.ft

articles of implementation prepared by the Sub-Commission, wa.s t,ransmitted.

to the Assemblyby the Economie and Social Council (reso1ution 12;; (XLI!) of
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6 June 1967). The Council expressed the hope that the Assembly would decide

on suitable measures of implementatï.on arid final clauses.

At its twenty-second session last year, the Ass0mbly amended the title

of :the draft to "International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Intolerance and of' Discrim~.nation based on Religion or Belief". However, it

had time only to adopt the text of' the preamble and article 1, and to decide

not to mention any specifie examples of' religious ihtolerance in the texte

The articles of the draft convention would commit the States Parties to

it to: condemn all forms of religious intolerance and all discrimination on

the ground of religion or be1:i,ef; ensure to everyone within their jurisdiction

the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief, and freedom

to worship, teach and practise religion; r~spect the right of parents or 1egal

guardians to bring up children in the religion or belief of their choice;

enswe the freedom to enjoy and exercisepolitical, civic, economic, social

and cultural rights without such discrimination; adopt measures, particularly

in the fields of teaching, education, culture and information, to combat pre

judices 1eading to intolerance and discrimination, and to promote understand-
\

ing and friendship among nations, groups and individuals; enact or abrogate

1egislation in order to prohibit such discrimination by any person, group or

organizer.,.ion; ensure equality before the 1aw; ensure equal protection of the

law against promo'cion of or incitement to religious intolerance or discrimina

tion; and enSUl'e effective protection, through tribunals and other State

instj.tutions, against discrimination. (Background, with texts, in A/7177.)

55. Punishment of War Criminals and Crimes A~ainst Humanitv

On 13 February 1946, while the Nûrnberg trial of Nazi war criminals was

in progress, the Assembly recommended that United Nations Members take all

~e'::essary measures to cause the arrest of war criminals and their return to

the countries where their crimes had been committed!l for judgement and punish

ment (resolution 3 (I». This resolution was reaffirmed in 1947.

Meanwhile, the Nürnberg International Military Tribunal handed down its

judgements on 30 September and l October 10 46 and the Assembly, on Il Decembel'

:i 1946!1 affirmed the principles of international law recognized by the Tribunal

(reso1ution 95 (I». These p~inciples, including definitions or crimes against

peace, war crimes and crimes as
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peace, war crimes and crimes against humanity, were for.mulated by the

International Law Commission in 1950.

In 1948, the Assemb1y adopted the Convention on the Prevention and Punish

ment of the Crime of Genocide, which defines genocide as a crime under

international 1aw. Seventy-six States are now Parties to the Convention.

In 1965, on a motion by Poland, the Commission on Ruman Rights placed on

its agenda the item "Question of the punishment of war criminals and of persons

who have coromitted crimes against humanitytl • Poland and others contended that
1

in the Federal Republic of Germany, where most of the war criminals were con-

centrated, a law was about to be enacted which would apply a statute of limita

tions to such crimes, so thàt no prosecutions could be begun af'ter a certain

date.

On 13 April 1965, a law was enacted by the Federal Repub1ic of Germany

providing that the pros~cution of' previously undetected offences of the mc.st

serious kind shal1 be admissible beyond 8 May 1965, unti1 31 December 1969.

On the basis of a unanimous resolution of 'the COlDmission, the Economie and

Social Council, on 28 July 1965, urged all States to continue their efforts to

ensure that criminals responsible for wax crimes and crimes against htunani'ty

are traced, apprehended and equitab1y punished by 'the competent courts.

A study by the Secretary-General of the question of the non-applicabi1ity

of statutory limitation to war crimes and crimes against humanity, made in

response to a request by the Commission, was pub1ished in February 1966

(E/CN.4/906). The study concluded: Ult therefore appears natural and in con

formity with legal principles that such crimes should not be subject to a:ny

period of limitation unless and unti1 international 1aw, vlhich determines what

charges can be brought, decides othe~r.i.se". The Jecretary-General suggested

that i t might be advisable to proc1aim the principle of the inapplicabi1ity

of a period of limitation for such crimes by means of an international

convention or an Assembly resolution.

On 5 August 1966, the Counci1, on the basis of' a resolution approved by .

the Commission, urged all States to prevent the application of statutory

limitation to weI' crimes and crimes against humanity,and tocontinue their

efforts to ensure the arrest, extradition and punishment of persons responsible

for such crimes.
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The Council also invited the Commission to prepare in 1967 ua draft cOn...

vention to the effect that no stat1ltory limitation shall apply to war crimes

and crimes against humanity, irrespective of the date of their commissionu,

and to make any further recommendations to develop international co-operation

in the prosecution and punishment of those responsible for such crimes

(resolution 1158 (XLI».

Accordingly, the Secretary-General submitted to the twenty-third session

of the Commission in 1967 a preliminary draft convention which would apply to

war crimes ~~ crimes againsthumanity aS defined in the Charter of the

NUrnberg Tribunal, aS well as to genocide. .An ll-member Working Group of the

Commission redratted the first article, adopted a text defining war crimes,

but did not reach agreement on the definition of Ilcrimes against humanity".

Because the Commission did not have time to draft a convention, it trans

mitted the various texts to the· Council which, on the Commission' s recommenda

tion, paSsed on to the Assembly the Secretary-General' s draft, the report of

. the Working Group, nine proposals made to the Commission and the records of

the discussions. It expressed the hope that the Assembly would adopt a con

vention at the ea1'liest possible moment (resolution 1220 (XLII) of 6 June 1967).

At :tts twenty-second session last year, the Assembly established a Joint

\'lorking Group of the Third and Sixth Committees -which prepared a dratt conven

tion on the basis of the documents transmitted by the Council. However, owing

to the lack of time, the Assembly WaS unable to adopt the dratt convention.

The Assembly recommended that no legislative or other action be taken which

might be prejudiciel tô the aims and pur:poses of such a convention, pending

i ts adoption. The SecretarY-General Ws,s requested to transmit the draft con

vention to Member States and to iS5ue a repo::-t containing their replies before

the twenty-third session. Fina.11y, the Assembly decided to give high priority

to completion of the draft convention at its twenty-third session (resolution

2338 (XXII) of 18 December 1967).

The dratt convention, containing a preambl~and 10 articles, defines war

crimés and c:rimes against humanity and sets forth the obligations of the states

Parties in this respect. The provisions of the dratt convention also apply to

compliciiiy in anY of the c:rimes defined, and to direct incitement or

cOhspi:ra.cy to commit them.
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56. Post of United Nations High Commissioner for Human Ri~ts

States Parties ratifying the convelltion 'Would undertake toadopt, in

accordance vdth their respective constitutional processes~ any legislative or

other measures necessary to ensure that statutory or other limitations shall

not apply to the prosecution and punishment of the crimes ~'cferred toand tha.t,

where they exist' such limitations shall be abolisheda

Greece has submitted an amendment tA/C.3/L.1504) which states that nothing

in the convention shall be interpreted as itnposing any obligation on a Con

tracting Party in respect of crimes to which litnitations or prescription had

already applied prior to adoption of the convention.

Costa Rica proposed in 1965 (A/5963) the e1ection of a United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights, to supplement action under the Interna.tionaJ..

Covenants on Human Rights and to "make i t possible forviola"tions of human

rights ta be considered at a higher 1evel of the United Nations!!. The Assembly

requested the Commission on H~an Rights to consider the proposal and report

in 1966.

At its twenty-second session in 1966, the Commission set up a nine-member

"lorking Group to study the question. The Wbrking Group submitted in February

1967 a set of guiding principles for the office of a High Commissioner

(E/CN.4/934). The Commission, and later the Economic and Social Council

(resolution 1237 (XLII) of 6 June 1967), approved a. draft resolution according

ta which the Assembly would he asked ta estahlish a United Nations F..1gh

Conunissioner' s Office for Human Rights, with "the degree of independence and

prestige required".

The Commissioner' s functions 'Would he to assist in promoting and encour

aging universal and effective respect for human rights. o,n the request of

other United Nations bodies active in this field, he could give advice and

assistance. At the request of a State, he could render assistance and serVices.

The High Commissioner would he appointed hy the Assembly, on the

recommendation of the Secretary-General, for a term of five years. An expert

panel of not more than seven memhers ,.,ould advise and assist him. The Office

would he financed from the regular ljnited Nations budget.

The Assembly did not have time to consider the item in 1967. (Eackground

on the item, together vtith comments by GoverI".ments, appears in A/7170.)
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57. Elimination of Al), Forms of Racial Discrimination

(a.) ImElementation of Declaration on Elimination of Racial DiscriminatIon-
The United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of .All Fo;rms of Racial

Discrimination was unanimous1y adopted by the Assemb1y on 20 November 1963,

in ros01ution 1904 (XVIII). It calls for equality before the law, equaJ.

Justice, educational steps to eliminate prejudice, punishment of incitement to

or acts of violence against a racial group, an end to publicpolicies of segre

gation and especially aEartheid, and governmental meaSUl:'es to reVise policies

and rescind 1aws which create and perpetuate discrimination.

Inresolutions 1905 (XVIII) of 20 November 1963, 2017 (XX) of 1 November

1965 Md 2142 (XXI) of 26 October 1966, the Assembly appealed to all states to

implement the Declaration. The Assembly, in the 1966 resolution, conde.mned

"all policies and practices of aEaI'theid, racial discrimination and segregation,

including the practices of discrimination inherent in colonialism", and pro

claimed 21 March --the anniversary of the killing in 1960 of peaceful demon.

strators in Sharpeville, South Africa -- aS International Day fol:' the Elimina

tion ot: Racial Discrimination. In 1967 and 1968, the Day was commemorated in

special meetings of United Nations bodies.

The Commission on Ruman Rights, in resolution 10 (XXIII) of 10 March 1967,

calledfor annual observance of the date" The Assembly, in resolution 2307

(XXII) of 13 December 1967, requested all States to commemorate the Day in

1968 in solidari'cy with the oppressed people of South Africa. (A Secretariat

report on the 1968 commemorationis contained in document A/AC~115/L,,217.)

In resolution 2332 (XXII) of 18 December 1967, the Assem~ly l:'equested the

Intel:'national Conference on Human Rights to consider the question of giving

effect tothe Declaration and related international conventions; condemned the

"open and nefarious practicesU of racial discrimination in South Africa:

Southern Rhodesia and Namibia (then known as South l'lest Ai'rica), and called

on South Africato desist from such practices. It recommended that the

Commission on Ruman Rights continue to give priority consideration to measures

for speedy implementation of the Declaration, and re:t:ort to the Assembly a.t

its twenty-thirdsession.

The International Con:f
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The International Conference on IIuman Rights, he1d in Teheran f,:orn

22 April to 1.3 May 1968, a~opted reso1utions in which it: condemned racial

discrimination and al1 ideologies based on racial into1erancej called onal1

states to e1iminate al1 forms and manifestations of racial discrimination;

proposed a naw United Nations programme on the elimination of racial dis

crimination, in which the organization would make avai1ab1e to Governments

"the results of research into the caUses of racial discrimination and rneasures

to e1iminate them, as well as measures to promote inter-racial understanding

and harmony"; urged the Assembly to consider designating an international

year for action to combat racism; and cal1ed on all Governments to observe

the princip1e of non...discrimination in emplo;yment ..

In accordance with a request of the Economie and Social Couœil

(reso1ution 110; (XL) of 4 March 1966)" a United Nations HumanRights Seminar

on the Elimination of Al1 Forms of Racial .Discrimination was held in New.
Delhi, from 27 August to .3 September.

(b) Sta"bus of' the International Convention on the Eliminat:i;o:p. of
!ùl Forma of Racial Discrimination
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On 21 December 1965, inresolution 2106 (XX), the Assem.bly adopted the

International Convention on the Elimine.tion of AU Forms of Racial Discrimina....

tion. States which become Parties to it undertakl3 nto pursue by al1 appro

priate means and w!thout delay a policy of e1iminating racial discrimination

in all :i:ts forms and promoting understanding among races Il • The Convention

provides for 'the establishment of machineryto oversee implementation of its

provisions.

In resolution 23.32 (XXII) of 18 December 1967 (see above), the Assembly

urged all eligib1e Governments which he.d not yet done so to sign., ratit'y ani

implement without delay the In.ternational Convention and other conventions

directed against discrimination in employment and occupation and education.

Such action had been recommended previously by the Assembly in resolution

2142 (XXI) of 26 October 1.966, and by the Economie and Social Council in

resolutions 1.234 (XLII) and 1244 (XLII) of 6 June 1967.

The International Conference on HUlllan Rights (see above) also urged

States to ratit'y and give effect to the International Convention.
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The Convention will enter into force 30 deys after the twenty-seventh

instrument of' ratification or accession has been deposited with the

Secretary-General.

As of' 7 September, 19 States have ratified the Convention (Brazi1,

Bulgarie, Costa Rica, Cyp:rus, Czechoslovakia, Ghana, Hungary, Iceland, Iran,

Niger, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Tunisia, lJnited Arab

Repub1ic, Uruguay, Yugoslavia, Venezuela) and three have acceded ta it

(Ecuador, Libya, Nigeria). Sixty-seven countries have signed the Conv(~ntion. ,
including those 'Vlhich later ratified.

A report by the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention will

be presented to the Assembly as an addendum to A/7163.

(c) Measures to be Taken Ap;ainst Nazism and Racial Intolel"ance

On 18 December 1967, in resolution 2331 (XXII) adopted unanimous1y, the

Assembly noted that concern had been expressed regarding "recent manifesta

tions of racial intolerance, incltlding the revival of certain groups and

organizations professing totalitarian ideologies such as nazismIl • It said

tha.t measures should be taken to halt Nazi activities wherever they occurj

reso1utely condemned "any id~ology, including nazism, which is based on

racial intolerance and terror"; and cal1ed upon al1 States to teke immediate

and effective measures against such manifestations of nazism and racial

intolerance.

The International Conference on Ruman Rights in Teheran (see above)

strongly condemned tlnazism, neo-nazism, ·racism and all similar ideologies and

practices ba.sed on terrorism and racial intolerance" and said that their

development might j eopardize peace andsecurity. It urged all States "to

declere illegal and prohibi-t Nazi and racist organizations and groups", and

to de~lare participation in such activities a. criminal act punishable by law.

On ;1 May 1968, the Economie and Social Council adopted resolution

1':;3; (XLIV), in which it reconunended -chat the Assembly: once again condemn

nazism, a~heid, and all similar ideologies based on racial intolerance

and terror; urgently call upon al1 States -ho take legislative and other

positive measures to outlaw groups and organizations disseminating prol'agal1da.

for :nazism~ amrtheid and other fo:rms of racial intolerance, and to prosecute

them in the courts; caJ
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them in the courts; calI for the eradication ot such ideologies; and request

the Secretary-General to submit a survey on national and international

measures taken or envisaged with a view to halting such activities (A/716;).

58. ,2p.estion of V1.olaY10n of ID..1W~ Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

The question of human rights violations, including policies of racial

discrimination and segregation and of apartheiq in all countries, wasfirst

considered by the Conunission on Human Rights in March-April 1966, at the

invitation of the Economie and Social Council.

Acting on the recommendations of the Commission and the Council, the

Assembly, in resolution 2144 A (XXI) of 26 October 1966, expressed the

conviction that gross violations of human rights continued to occur in certain

countries. It also expressed concern at the evidence of persistent practices

of gtpartheid in South M'rica and South l'Test M'rica (now Namibia), andat the

racial discrimination practices in Southern Rhcd esia and the Portuguese

Territories, and restated its earlier viewthat these practices constitute

crimes against humanity. Itreaffirmed its strong condemnation of human

rights violations wherever they occurred. The Commission and the Councll
"..

were asked te consider ways to improve the capacity of the United Nations to

put a stop to human rights violations.

In 1967 and 1968, the Commission continued its examination of the

question, and, in 1967, appointed a Special Rapporteur ta report on mea,sures

that might be taken by the Assembly to combat racial discrimination,

apartheid and segregation. It also set up an Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts

to investigate the treatment of prisoners in South Africa.

On 31 May 1968, the Economie and Social Council, on therecommendation

of the Human Rights Commission, proposed that the Assembly adopt two

resolutions relating to the matter, which will be considered by the Assembly

at the twenty-third session. (The texts are in A/7155.)

In the tirst resolution, 1332 (.l'LIV), the Council recommands that the

Assambly: calI upon South Af'rica te repeal, amend and replace the various

discriminatory laws in force in South Arrica.; urge all States to encourage

the information media to publicize the eVils of apartheid and racial

discrimination and the inhuman acts practised by the Government of South
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Africa and the illegaJ. regime in Southern Rhodesia,;condemned actions of

Governments continuing te maintain diplomatie, commercial, military,

cultural and other relations with South Africa and SouthernRhodesia~

and call upon those Governments to break off such relations,; and reqUest the

Secretary-General to undertake mea,sures to publicize the evils of apartheid

and racial discrimination.

In the Council r s second reso1ution, 1333 (XLIV), the Counci1 recommenda

that the Assembly: reaffirm its recognition of the legitimacy of the

struggle by the opponents of ~partheid to realize their human rights and

fundamental freedoms.

The Counc:J.l in resolution 1336 (XLIV), on the recommendation of the

Ruman Rights Commission, noted with appreciation the resolutions adopted

by the SecUJ:'ity Council and General Assembly regarding human rights in the

territories occupied as aresult of the hostilitiesinthe Middle East. It

requested the Secretary-General to lteep the Council inforDled of development

regarding this matter.

The International Conference on Rumen Rights meeting in May in Teheran

unanimously adopted the Proclamation of Teheran containing an appeal for

redoubledefferts to guarantee for all human beings a life of freedom and

dignity. The Proclamation condemned racial discrimination in general as a

gross violation of' human rights and approved measures for i ta eradication

wherever i t existed; i t expressed grave concern about human righta violations

in the Arc.b territories occupied by Israel and requeated the appointment by

'the Assembly of a special committee to investigate these violations; and it

condemned thetreatment of opponents of minority l'egimes in southel'n Africa

as a flagrant violation of the Universal Declaration.

Various countries have also submitted reports on actions taken bytheJIl

in accordance with Genel:'al Assembly reso1ution 2144 A (:XXI) to strengthen

efforts against viola.tions of human rights.

59. Capital Punishment

United Nations concern for the question of capital punishment dates

:t'rom 1959, when the General Assem.bly invited the Economic and Social Council

to initiate a study of the laws and practices relating to it and the

effects of i t on the l:'ate of criminelity..
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The Couneil, in resolution 934 (XXXV) of 9 April 1963, m'ged Governments

to ensure the most earefuJ. ~egal procedures and greatest possible safeguards

for the accused in capital cases in countries where the death penalty still

obtained.

A draft resolution on capital pumshment, drawn up by Sweden and

Venezuela in 1967 and 1ater revised, was considered by the Counci1 at its

forty-i'ourth session in 1968. Under thedraft, the Assernbly wouldinvite

Member States to provide that a personcondemned to death shall notbe .

oeprived oi' the right to appeal to a. high judicial a.uthority or to petition

for pardon or reprieve; and that no death penalty should be carried out unti1

the procedures of a.ppeaJ. or of petition for pardon or reprieve have been

terminated. Member States would also be inVited to consider whether legal.

procedures and safeguards may not be further strengthened by the fixing of

a certain tiIne-limit bef'ore the e~tpiry of whichno death sentence shall be

earrled out, and to lnform the Secretary-Generalnot later than 10 December

1970 of' actions taken in accordance with the draft.

The Council declded to submit the t'WO-Power draft for consideration by

the Assembly. It also requested Governments of Member States to inform the

Secretary-General -- after an appropriate interval and at his request - .. of

any new developments in regard to the law and pra.ctice lntheir countries

coneerning the death penalty (resolution 1337 (XLIV) of 20 June 1968).

The Assembly will a.lso have before i t a report on developments

coneerning ca.pital punishment between 1961 and 1965 (ST/SAO/SD/IO).

60. Freedom of' Information

The General Assembly deelared in 1946 that "freedom of information is

a :f'undamental human right and is the touchstone of all the freedoms to which

the United Nations is conseeratedlf
• However, efforts to embody in a written

text a more precise def'initionof this freedom have not yet met with general

aeceptance, and discussion of the item has been postponed each yeer sinee

1962.

s
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The Assemb1y has before i t a draft Convention originally prepared in

1948 by the United Nations Conference on Freedom of Information, and reVisea.

in 1951 by an ad hoc Committee of the Assembly. Between 1959 and 1961, the

Assembly1s Third Comm1ttee approved a preamble and four articles. The

approved articles deal with the freedom te gather, receive and impart

information and opinions; the extent of permissib1e restrictions to that

freedom; the relationship of the Convention .I.jo existing freedoms; and the

right of reply. (Text of approval and draft articles in A/7l6'LJ..)

The 15 articles not yet considered contain provisions dealing with

lI1easures to encourage the observance of high standards of professional

conduct, as well as the right of contracting States to develop and. pI'otect

national news enterprises, to prevent restrictive and. monopolistic practiees,

and. to control international broadcasting originating in their territory.

(b) Draft Declaration

In 1960, the Economic and Social Couneil approved the text of a draft

Declaration on freedom of information, and transmitted. i t to 'the Assembly

(resolution 756 (XXXIX) of 21 April). The Assembly has not yet considered

the draft, which has been on its agenda each yeer since 1960.

The fi'Ve articles of the draft Declaration deal with the right to seek,

receive and impart information; the responsibility of Governments to pursue

1'olicies under which the :t'ree flow of information would be protected; the

employrnent of the information media in the service of the people; the

obligation of the information media to report aecurately and respect rights;

and the permissible litnitations to the rights and freedoms proclaimed in

the Declaration. (The text, with background notes, 1s in A/7l65.)

61.pta:t:us of Covenant on E,Çonomiç, Social and Cultural RiRhts,
Covenant on Civil and Polit;tcal RipJ.1.ts and. ~gto..s.2l

'l'wc International Covenants on Human Rights were unanimously ad.opted by

'the General Assembly in 1966 -- 19 years after the Conun1ssion on HumaH Rights

began work on them. They had been under considera.tion in the Assembly sinee

the Commission subIn!tted i ts dra!'t in 195'LJ.. The Covenants put into binding

legal form, and inmany ca,sesamplify, the provisions of' the Uni'Versal

Declaration of Human Rights, adopted, by the Assernbly in 1948.



The Covenants and a related Protocol, whose texts are in Assembly

resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December, are:

International Covenap.t on Economic:l...§gcial and Cul:!Jgral..,Rigbt! -- l.1i1is

treaty deals 'With self-determination, cClnditions of 'Work, tradetü'l1ons,

social security, protection and assistance for the family, standards of

living and health, education and cultural lif7• It provides tha,t rlghts in

these categories are to berealized progressively and 'Without discrimination.
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Intern~ional Covenant on CiVil andPolitical Rights -- This treaty

deals, in part, 'With self-determination, liberly and security of person,

liberty of movement, equality before the la'W, presumption of innocence,

guarantees of justice, freedom of conscience and religion, freedomof opinion

and expression, peaceful asseu~ly, freedom of association, protection of

chi,ldren, participation in public affairs and e1ections, equal protection

of the law, and minority J:'iahts. It prohibits arbitrary deprivation of life,

torture, cruel or degrading treatn1ent or punishment, slavery, forced labour,

al"bitrary arrest or detention, arbitrary interference with privacy, 'Wa1:"

propaganda, and advocé:l,cy of racial or religious hatred that constitutes

incitement to discrimination or violence. The Covenant provide& for a

Ruman Rights Coxnmittee to consider measures taken to imp1ement its provisions,

and a. conciliation procedure to deal V1ith allegations that Parties have

failed to live up to the Covenant.

ek,
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Opt:t:.qnal Protocol to :t!le In~ern,g.tional Covenap.t on Q!vil ..m1=d,-P....o_l_i...t;;,;;;i;;,;;;c;.;;;:al:;;;;.

Rights -- This instrument proVides for the conSideration of communications

trom individuals "'ho claim to be vj.ctims of Violations of any right set

torth in the Covenant. On1y claims against Parties to the Protocol can 'be

considered.

llhen it adopted the three instrUlU~l'lts 1a.st year, the Assemb1y expressed

the hope that they would besigned and ratified Or acceded to without de1ay

and come inta force at an eal"ly da:be. The Economie and Social Council, in

resolution 1234 (XL!!) of 6 June 1967, recommended that the Assembly continue

to encourage Sta.tes ta rati:f'y' these atld other human rights instruments.

Each Covenant will corne inte force after 35 States ha.va ratified or

acceded. The Protocol requires 10 ratifications or accessio~~.
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On 18 December 1967, the General Assembly adopted resolution 2337 (XXII)

concerningthe status of these three instruments. M'ter noting in the

prea;mble of the resolution that there had been no ratifications or accessions

tf any of these instruments, the Assembly invited States eligible to become

parties to the Covenants and to the Optional Protocol to hasten their

ratification or accession. rhe Assembly also asked the Secretary-General

to report on their status to the Internati.onal Conference on Human Rights,

which was held in Teheran from 22 April to 13 May 1968. (In a resolution

adopted at that Conference, States were invited to consider their

participation in international instruments on human rights w5th a view to

their accession to as many aB possible. The Conference also cal1ed on the

General Assembly "to take steps in order to ensure the principle of

universality of human rights and the widest possible accession to such

instruments".,)

As of 6 September J.968, no State has ratified or acceded te either of

the Covenants or the Protocol.

Thirty States have signed the two Covenants, and fourteen of these have

also signed the Protocolw .

'The t'Wo Covenants have bee:.1. signed by Argentina, Byelorussia, China,

Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Denmark, Ecuador, El Salvador, Finland, Guinea,

Guyana, Honduras, Iran, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Liberia, Mongo1ia, Norway,

Philippi.nes, Poland, Romania, Sweden, Tunisia, Ukraine, Union of Soviet

Socialist Repub1ic s , United Arab Republic, Uruguay and Yugoslavia. To

date, China, Colombie., Costa Rica, Cyprus, Denmal'k, Ecuador, El Salvador,

Finland, Honduras, Jamaica, Norway, Philippines, Sweden and Uruguay have

also signed the OPtion~l Protocol.

62. International Year for Human Rights

The year 1968, the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, is being commemorated as Inter

national Year for Human Rights, in accordance with a General Assembly

decision (resolution 1961 (XVIII) of 12 December 1963). The Assembly

unanimously decided that the year should be devoted to intensive national

and international efforts in the field of human rights and also to an inter

national reviewof achievements (resolution 2081 (XX) of 20 December 1965)~
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The Assembly, in 1965 and 1966, approved a programme of measures and

activities to be undertaken in connexion with the InternationaJ. Year by

Member States, the United Nations, the speciaJ.ized agencies and other

internationa.l organizations. Also in 1966, the Assembly asked the Secretary

GeneraJ. to co-ordinate these acti~ties and disseminate information about

them (resolution 2217 A (XXI) of 19 December 1966)" The aetiVities inelude

the holding of a special meeting of the Assembly on 10 December 1968

(Ruman Rights Day) and the awarding on that dey of a United Nations prize,

in the fom of a metal plaque, for outstanding contributions to humanrights.

A special committee, composed of the President of the Assembly and the

presiding offieers of certain other ?nited Nations bodies) will meet later

this year to select the award 'Winner or winners from among nominations

submitted by Member States, specialized agencies and certain non-governmental.

organizations.

The Secretary-General will report to the Assembly later this yea,r on

measures and act:Lvities in connexion with the International Year..

A note by the Secretary-GeneraJ. giving background on this item appears

in A/7194.

(b) International Conference on Ruman Rip;hts

The first world-wide governmental conference evel' held on the entire

field of human rights met at Teheran from 22 April to 13 May 1968. The

GeneraJ. Assembly decided in 1965 to convene this International Conference

on Human Rights, and gave it the -threefold task of reviewing progress sillce

the Uni\= èrsaJ. Declaration of Ruman Rights was adoptedin 1948, evaluating

the effectiveness of methods used by the United Nations in this field, and

preparing a programme of further measures to be teken after 1968. The

00nference' s agenda was drafted by a 23-member Preparatory Committee

appointed by the AssembIy.

The product of the Conference was a Proclamation of Teheran, setting

forth a consensus on the major human rights problems considered by the

Conference, and a set of 29 resolutions on specifie topics. (The Final Act

of the Conference, containing the text of these documents will be cireulated

in A/CONF. 32/41. )
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In the Proclamation, the Conference declared that international human

rights instruments had created new standards and obligations to -which States

should conform. It urged all peoples and Governments ta dedicate themselves

ta the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and "ta

redouble their efforts ta provide for aJ.l human beings alife consonant

with freedom and dignity and conducive to physical, mental, social and

spiritual welfare11 •

In its resolutions, the Conference dealt with subjects ranging from

racial discrimination and decolonization to women's rights and family

planning. It invitcd the Secretary-General to transmit to the competent

United Nations organs a f'urther 17 proposals which it did not have time

to examine.

..Among the proposals which it made ta the Assembly were the following:

to appoint a committee ta investigate violations of human rights in the

territories occupied by Israel; to examine the question of measures against

nazism and racial intolerance; to consider the possibility of' proclaiming

an international year for action to combat racism and racial discrimination;

to draw up a specifie programme for the granting of independence to colonial

territories; to invite Member States to transmit to the Commission on the

Status of Womentheir long-term programmes for the advancement of' women;

ta draw the attention of other organs ta the importance of ccm'bo.ting

illiteracy aS a meanS of ensuring the enjoyment of human rights; to invite

the SecretarY-General to study steps to secure the better application of

existing international humanitarian conventions and rules in all armed

conflicts, and the need for additional or revised conventions to protect

persons and prohibit and. limit certain methods and means of warfare; and

to teke steps in order to ensure the principle of the universality of human

rights and the widest possible accession to instruments in this field.

Many other recommendations were addressed to other United Nations bodies,

the specialized agencies and Member States.

63. Information from Non-Self-G,Ç)verninp; Territorie.§.

Under Article 73 e of the Charter, Member States administering Non

Self-Governing Territories accept the obligation to transmit to the

Secretary-General for information purposes, subject to such limitation as

security and constitutional
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* Formerly South West Africa..

Namibia (forrnerly known as South Hest Africa) was a German colony trom.

1884 unti1 1915" when it was surrendered ta South Africa. during vlorld tvar l.

It was made a Mandated Territory in 1920 by the League of Nations) VIith

South Africa as the r~andatory Power. Hith an area. of 318,000 square miles,

the Territory had a population of 452,540 non-Europeens and 73,464 Europeans

at the time of the 1960 census.

64. Question of Namibia*
~ -

security and constitutional considerations may require, statisticaland

other information relating to economic, social, and educationaJ. conditions

in the 'territories for which they are responsible.

The Secretary-General 'Will report to 'the General Assembly this year

'I;hat information unde:r Article 73 e has been received from Australia,

France, IlJ'ew Zeal.and, Spain, the United Kingdom and the United States.

Last year, the Assembly deploredthe fact that, despite i ts :t'epeated

recommendations, some Member States having responsibilities for 'the

administration of Non-Se1f-GoverningTerri'tories had not transmitted

information, had not transmitted suf'ficient information or had transmitted

it too late. (resolution 2351 (XXII) of 19 December 1967).

(b) Report of Special. Commi-ttee of 24

By resolution 1970 (XVIII) of 16 December 1963, the Assembly dissolved
•

the Committee on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories, which

had examined the information annual.ly from 1948 to 1963. The Assembly

requested the Special. Committee of 24 to take into account theinfonnation

when it examined the situation regarding implementation of the Declaration

on decolonization.

In 1964, ·the Sl?ecia.1 Committee a.pproved a procedu:t'e for deaJ.ing "With

the information. The Secretaria:b uses the data to prepat'e working papers

which are taken into account by the Committee when it examines conditions

in each Territory. The Assembly approved this procedul"e in resolution

2109 (XX) of 21 December 1965.
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The question of South West Africa, as it was then calleduntil the

General Assembly in June 1968 decided that the Territory shall henceforth be

known as "Namibia" l' has been discussed in the United Nations sinee the first
General Assembly session in 1946. The Assembly repea.tedly sought South

Africa. t s co-operation to enture that i t ftJ.filled the obligations i t had

assumed under the Mandate, and recommended that the Territory be placed under

the Trusteeship System. South Africa maintained that its international

eonunitments in regard to the Territory had lapsed with the demise of the

League of Nations.

In resolution2145 (XXI) of 27 OGtober 1966" the Assembly declared that

South Africa had failed to fulfil its obligations under the Mandate and to

ensure the moral and material well-being and seeurity of the indigenous

inhabi-tants of the Territory. It deeided that the Mandate was terminated,

that South Africa had no other right to adrninister the Territory, and that

henceforth South West Af'rica came under the direct responsibility of the

United !iations.

The Assembly also establiehed a 14-member Ad Hqc Committee to recommend

pra.ctical means by which the Territory ahould beadministered, and decided. to

hold a special session -- the fifth in its history - .... ta consider the matter.

At the special session, the Assembly, after considering various proposals

made in the Ad Ros. Conunittee, established an Il-member United Nations Council

for South West Africa. to adtninister the Territory until lt achieved indepen

dence. In taking this action in resolution 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967, the

Assembly requested the Council, which Ilshall be ba.sed in South West Africau,

to contact South Arrican authorities to lay down procedures for the transfer

of theadministratton of the Territory. The Council, responsible to the

Assembly ws to entrustltsuch executive and administrative tasks as it deems. . ,
necessarylt to a United Nations Commissioner for South West Africa, appointed

by the Assembly.

The Assembly entrusted to the Council the followingpowers and tunctions,

"to be discharged in the Territory": to administer the Territory until.inde

pendence'With the maximl.Ul1 possible participation of the people; ta promulgate

laws, decrees and administrative regulations until a legislative assembly waS
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established following elections on the basis of universal. adultsuffrage; to

take measures for the establishment of a constituent assembly to araw up a
constitution, on the basis of which elections WOuldbe held for a legi's1a.tive

assembly and a responsible government; to take al1 necessary measures to

maintatn law and order; and to transfer all powers to the people upon the

declaration of independence.

Members of the CounciJ. -- elected by the Assembly on 1; June 1967 ...- are

Chile, Colombia, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Turkey, United.

Arab Republic, Yugosla.v1a. and Zambia. Constantin Stavropoulos1 Legal Counsel

of the United Nations, was ar.-pointed by the Assembly as Acting Commissioner

for South West Africa. l'ending appointment of a Commissioner.

In its report to the Assembly last year (A/6897), the Counci1 stated.

'that the refusal of the South African Government to co-operate in the imple

mentation of Assembly reso1utions made it impossible for the Council to dis

charge effect:tve1y $:11 the functions and responsibilities entrusted to it.

In resolut10n 2325 (XXII) of' 16 December 1967, the Assembly caUed on

the South African Government to withdraw f'rom the Territory, unconditionally

and 'Wlthout delay, all ita mi1itary and police forces as well as its

administration, to release al1 l'olitical prisoners and to allow all political

refugees to return.

The Assemoly also condemned the refusa! of the Government to comply mth

reso1utions 2145 (XXI) and 2248 (S-V); declared that the continued presence

of South African authorities in the Territory was a flagrant violation of its

territorial integrity and international status; and appealed ta all Member
1

States, ;particularly the main trading partners of South Africa, ta take

effective' economic and other measures ta ensure inunediate withdrawal of the

South Af'rican administration.

Ftn-ther, i t :requested the Security Council to take steps to enable the

United Nations and the Council for South West Africa to discharge their res

;ponsibilities ta the Territory.

During i ts twenty-s~cond session last year, the attention of the

Assembly was drawn bythe Council for South Wes":. Africa to the arrest and

trial in Pretoria of 37 African nationals 1"rom the Territory on charges oi'

terrorism. In resolution 2324 (XXII) of 16 December 1967, the Assembly
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1
Gondem.ned the illegal arrest, deportation and trial of' the South l'Test Africans

as a flagrant Violation of their rightsand of the international status of'

the Territory. It cal1ed on the South African Government to discontinue the

trial forthwith and to re1ease and repatriate the men concerned.

On 25 January 1968, the Security Counci1 Gondemned South Af"rica' s

ref'usal to comp1y with the Assemb1y res01ution on re1ease and repatriation

of the prisoners, called on the Government to discontinue the trial and to

re1ease and repa,triate them, and invited all States to exert their influence

toinduce the Goverllment to comply with this resolution of the Counci1

(245 (J.968)).

Aft·er sen'tences had been handed. down on 3; of' the South West Africans,

the Security Council a.dopted resolution 21!6 (1968) of 14 March, in which 1t

censured the South Afr1can Government for 1ts "flagrant defiance ll of the

Counc1l' s 25 January resolut10n and demanded that the Government release and

repatriate the prisoners. The Council alsodec1ded that if the Government

f'ailed to comply w1th the new resolution, i t would 1!leet immed1a.tely ta

determine effective steps or measures under the charter.

In March 1965$the Council for South West Africa decided to proceed to

South West A:f'rica to discharge the functions and responsibilities entrusted

to 1t by the Assembly and to visit Zambia and the United Republic of Tanzania

to interview representatives of the people of the Territ\)ry who resided in

those countries.

The Council, accompanied by the Acting Commissioner for South 1iest

!frica, arrived in Lusaka on 7 April and. later visited Dar es Salaam.

In a report (A/7088) to the resumed twenty-second session of the

Assembly (24 April- 12 June 1968), the Couneil ste.ted the.t while in Lusaka.

i-t continued ef'fox'ts to charter a commercial e.ircraft to enter the Territory,

but i t was told that landing clearances had been denied.

Later~ the Council referred to the Secretary-General a conditional ofrer

of aZambia Airways Corporation eircraft. However, it reported that, as

the Secretary-General had :tndicated. tha.t his reply could not be expected

for some time because of the need for consultations, 1t had decided. to

return to New York. It

and stated that i t WOull

been made.
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return to New York. It :t'ee.ffirmed its determination to enter the Terr1toJ;'y

and stated that it woulddo so aS soon as the necessary arrangements had

beenmade.

The Council reported that it had met 1n conference with representatives

of the South West African politice.l parties in Lusaka and Dar es Salaam.

Acting on the èoùncil r s report, the Assembly on 12 June 1968 adopted

resolution 2372 (XXII) containing 15 operative paragraphs.. Firstly,the

Assembly proclaimed that, "in accordance 'With the desires of its people,

South West Africa shall henceforth be known aS r Namibia' Il ..

The Assembly recommended to the Security Council that i t urgently take

effective measures, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter, ttto

enGure the immediate removal of the South A:f'rican presence from Namibia.,

and to ensure for Namibia 1ts independence".

The Assembly expressed the view that "the continued foreign occupation

of Namibia by South Africa 1n defiance of the relevant United. Nations

resolutions and of the Terr1tory1s established internationalstatus

constitutes a grave threat to international peace and securityll.

The Assembly condemned South Africa for its refusal. to comply with

United Nations resolutions on this question, 1ts refusa.l to 'Withdra'W from

Namibia, 1ta obstruction of the effoJ:'ts of the Council ta proceed te Namibia.,

and its actions "designed ta consolidate its illegal control over Namibia

and to destroy the unity of the people and the territorial integrity of

Namibiall
•

!a other provisions of the 1<.'esolntion, the Assemblycond.emned the

actions of those States 'Which, by IItheir continued collaborationtt with the

Government of South Africa, had encouraged that Government to de~~ the

authority of the United Nations; and called upon all States ta teke economic

and ether measures with e. view' te securing the Vlithc1.rawal of the South

African administration.

The Assembly asked the Ceuncil for Namibia to perfo:rm certain functions)

lias a matter of priorityU, including the establishment of a co-ordinated

emergency programme for technical and financial assistance to Namibia, and

of a. training programme for Namibians, in co-operation with interested

Governments, "so that a cadre of civil servants and of technicaland
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professional personnel may be developedwho wou1d be in a position to

undertake the public administration and the social, political and economic

development of the State"_

At i ta forthcoming session, the Assembly will have before i t a new

report by the Couneil for Namibie. (not yet adopted), as well as a report by

t1...e Spe.eial Committee of 24 on the ending of colonialism (a chapter in the

Ccmmittee' s annua1 l"~port to the Assembly, A/72CO and addenda), and e. report

bythe Secretary-General (A/7171) containing the replies of 11 States and

eight organizations on imp1ementation of' Assembly resolution 2372 (XXII).

The Assembly will also consider the appointment of a United Nations

Commissioner for Namibia to sueceed. the Acting Commissioner, MI'. Stavropoulos.

The Seeretary-General has not thus far made a nomination for this post.

65. Territories under Portuguese Administratiol'!

The Territories under Portuguese administration have been the subject

of numerous resolutions bythe Special Connuittee of 24t the General Assembly,
and the Seeurity Council. These have cal1ed, ;I.nter alia, for Portugal J s

recognition of the right of the peop1es of the Territories to self

deterraination and independence for an arms embargo and for a suspension of

economic and technieal aid to that country"

Portugal has tak,en theposition tbat the Territories are its overseaS

proVinces and are not Non-Belf-Governing Territories within the meaning of

Chapter XI of the Charter, as decided upon by the Assembly in 196b. It

alsostates that its aim is to create a multi-racial society and to further

the participation 01' the population :i.n all phases of activity in the

Territories"
The Territories under Portuguese administration are Angola; Moz8l1lbiquej

Guinea, called Portuguese Guineaj Cape Verde Archipelago and Sao Tome and

Principe; Macao and dependeneiesj and Timor and dependencies.

The Security Council was first seized with the question of Angola in

1961, but the question of the Portuguese Territories in general was dealt

with by the Assembly in 1962 and. by the General Assembly and. Security

Counci1 in 1963.
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On 23 Novexnber 1965, the Council requested all States top1"event the

sale andsupp1y of arms and military equipment and the giVing ofa:ny aid. to
Portugal which could be used to continue the repression of the people of the

Territories. The Assemb1y 'took a simi1ar decision on 21 December 1965 in

reso1ution 2107 (xx). Noting with concern that Por~ugal 'Was intensifying

its repressive acts ~ the Assembly urged States to impose a trade boycott

on Portugal, and to sever dip1cmatic and consular :r:'elations mth it.

Mter considering the question during i ts meetings in Africa in 1966,

the Special Committee of 24 recommended a series of actions which lrere later

reflected in resolution 2184 (xx) of 12 December1966. In the resolution~

the Assentbly requested al1 States, particularly the military allies of

Portugal in the NOl'th Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), to stop the sale

andshipment of anns and military equipment to Portugal, and to prevant

their nationals from co-operating mth the Portuguese authorities, especiaJ.l'Y

regarding investment in the Territories.

The Assembly also appealed to the specialized agencies, including the

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, to refrain t'rom

gl"anting any aid to Portugal aS long aS i t f'ailed to :lmplement the Declara

tion on decoloniz.ation, and it requested the Secretary-General toent~~ inta

consultation with the World Banltin order to secure cOltlpliance with tl:.. .
resolution and other resolutions on the subject. The Assemblyappealed for

moral and materl.al support for the peoples of the Territories, asked the

specialized agencies to increase their assistance to the refugees and
•

condemned as a crime against humauity Portugal' s policy of settling foreign

immigrants in the TerritorieSt and f'orcibly exporting Arrican workers to

South Af'rica.

AlI these elements were reaffirmed by the Special Committee of 24 in.

its decision of' 20 June 1967 and by the Assembly in resolution 2270 (XXII)

of 7 November 1967. In addition, the Assembly supporting the earlier

recommenda.tions of the Committee, condemned the pelicies of Portugal of

using its Territories for violations of the integrity and sovereignty of

independent African States and drew the urgent attention of the Security

Council to the conseQ,uences of such violations. The Assembly recommended
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that the Security Council consider adoption of the necessary measures to

make macldatory the provisions of resolutions concerning the question and

advocated widespread and continuous publicizing of the work of the United

Nations on the item.

Resuming i ts examins.tiôn of the question in 1968, the Special Connnittee

of 24 decided on 26 June to call again on all States -- particularly the

military allies of Portugal in NATO -- to prevent any sale or supply of

'Weapons and military equipment to Portugal. It repeated i ts recommendation

that the Security Council consid~r urgently the adoption of necessary

measures to make mandatory the proVisions of the Security Council ' s and

General Assembly' s resolutions concerning the question, and i t requeoted

that the Secretary-General publicize the question of the Portuguese

Territories, tak:t.ng into full consideration the views of' the Committee.

Among the Comm1ttee's new X'ecommendations was a request that the

Secretary-General, in consultationwith the specialized agencias and othe!'

interested parties, develop and expand the existing programm.e of training

indigenous 1nhabitants from the Portuguese Territories, taking into account

their needs for cadres of civil servants and technical and professional

personnel to assume responsibilities for the public administration and the

economic and social development of their own countries.

Bince 1963, when the General Assembly and the Special Committee fil'si;

dealt with the question of Fiji, they have on several occasions affirmed the

right of the people to self-determ1nation and independence, and called for

the drawing up of a constitution and the holding of free elections conducted

on the principle of "one man, one vote fi. Two ye~"rs after i ts initial action

on this matter (resolution 1951 (XVIII) of 11 December 196;), the Assemb1y

considered constitutionaJ. changes contemplated by the administering Power,

the United Kingdolll, and declared that they'WOuld foment separatist tendencies

and stand in the wey of the integration of the people as a whole (resolution

2068 (XX) of 16 December 1965).
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The population of' the Te:rritory, at tho@t'!d. of 1966, 'Was "'eported by

the administering Power to be 42 pel' cent ind ..... '~·l. us Fijifi;ln, 50 pel' cen"ç

Indian, and 8 pel' cent European, Chinese and othersil tsnder the present

Constitution, promulgated in September 1966, the majority of electedmembers

of the Legislative Council aJ:'e chosen from separate communal voting rolls,

while the remainder are elected by a system of cross-voting~ The United

Kingdom has sta.ted that the constitutionaJ. changes were a step towards

racial harmony and thatinnnediate adoption of a common electoral. roll would

exacerbate communal divisions. The opposition Federation Party in Fiji has

protestedthat the Constitution ia unjust, since under it the Indian majority

has only 12 seats in the Legislative Council, compared to 12 for the

European-Chinese community and 14 for the Fijians.

In 1966, the General Assembly called on the United Kingdom te hold

general elections on the "one man, one vote" principle to fom a constituent

assembly which'WOuld draw up a democ:catic constitution and in turn tom a

representative government (reso1ution 2185 (XXI) of 12 December 1966). It

also cal1ed on the United Ki~""dom to transfer full :r;>owers to that government"

fix an early date for indepenQ\~•.ce ~,'d abo1ish al1 discriminatory measureS..

This resolution was reaf'f.il"1~uc: last year, by 91 votes in favour to 6 asainst

(inc1uding the United Kingdom, mth 20 abstentions) (resoltltion 2350 (iOCII)

of 19 Deeember' 1967) ..

Binee 1966, the Special Committee and the Assemb1y have urged the

United Kingdom to receive a Ulltted Nations visitingmission. In September

1967, the Special Commi'ttee formed a Sub-Conunittee on Fiji consisting of

Bulgaria" Chile, Finland, India and the United Republic of Tanzania.

However, the United Kingdom informed the Committee last year that it did

not regard a. visit to Fiji by a sub-eonnnittee as necessa.ry. In its

reso1ution of December 1967, the Assembly expressed regret at this

refusa! and appealed to 'the British Government to reconsider it.

The Special Committee has not yet dealtwith the question of Fiji

in 1968.
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67. oman

In three resolutions adopted in 1965, 1966 and 1967, the General

Assembly has affirmed the right of the people of oman to self-determination

and independence, and has called for the withdrawal of British troops and

the cessation of "repressive action" against the people. The United Kingdom

has contended that the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman is an independent State

'l'ilhose affairs the United Nations has no right to discuss.

Al.though the first United Nations resolutiol) on this question was

adopted in 1963, the matter was :t'irst brought "CO the attention of the

Organization in 1957, when the Eecurity Council declined for lack of a

majority vote to place on j.ts agenda an item proposed by 11 Arab States

concerning a11eged aggression by the Uhited Kingdom against the Irnamate of

0man. (The Sultanate is the regime which the United Kingdom recognizes as

the legitimate goverrJIIlent; the Imamate is a re,gime that formerly contr011ed

the il1terior of the country but now operates in exile from Saudi Arabia

and has appointed representatives to several Arab States.)

The Special Political Connriittee of the Assembly approved draft

resolutionr.; in 1961 arld 1962 calling for the withdrawal of foreign forces

from Oman and inviting the parties to settle their differences peaceful1y,

but the Assemb1y failed to adopt them for lack of a two-thirds majority.

After a Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Herbert de

Ribbing of Sweden, visited the Sultanate in May and June 1963 to obtain

information, the Assembly, on the reconunendation 0::' i ts Fourth Committee,

appointed a five-member Ad Hoc Committee on Oman (resolution 1948 (XVIII)

of 11 December 1963).. The Gommittee, which was not permitted by the

Sultan to visit the TerritoJ."y, reported in J"anuary 1965 (A/5846) that

the Sultanate, although l:!ot formally a colony, was to a great extent under

British ir..fluence. The problem, in the Committee' s vievT, derived from

"imperialistic poltcies and foreign intervention". lb proposed negotia

tions assisted by a United Nations good offices committee.

In its 1965 resolution (2073 (lOC) of 17 December), the Assembly,
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"repressive actions", called on the United Kingdom. to effect the release

of political prisoners and detainees, the return ofpoliticaJ. exiles aria.
the elimination of "British domination in anyform". It stated -Chat the

"colonial presence" of the United Kingdom prevented the people trom

exercising their rights to self-determination and independence.

In 1966 (resolution 2238 (XXI) of 20 December), the Assembly repeated

its call for the measures mentioned in its 1955 resolution. It Q.eplored

the United Kingdom's refusal to implement its earlier resolutions and

what i t described as the British Gov:ernment' s policies "in installing and. .
supporting any unrepresentative regime". It declared that the natural

resources of the Territory belong ta the people of oman and that concessions

toforeign monopolies without the peop1e's consent vio1ate their rights.

It stated that the maintenance of military bases and 'troops in oman
constituted a major hindrance ta the exercise of self-determination and

independence and was prejudicial to peace and security. It appealed to

all Members ta assist the people in their struggle for freedom and

ind:3pendence.

These provisions were repeated by the Assembly last year (reselution

2:;02 (XXI~) of 12 December 1967), in a text adepte~ by 72 votes in fa.vour

te 18 against, with 19 abstentions.

This year, the Assembly is ta consider the chapter on oman in the

annual report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard ta the

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence te Colonial

Countries and Peoples (A/7200 and addenda). The Cammittee, which considered
\.

the matter in 1966 and 1967 at the Assemb1y' s request, did not adopt arry

recommendations on Oman. It has not yet taken the question up in 1968~

Also before the Assembly will be a repol't by the Secretary-General

(not yet issued), in compliance with the Assembly' s request that, in con

sultation with the Special Committee, he take appropriate measures to

implement the relevant reso1utions. Last year's report by the Secretary

General (A/6909) contained a communication from the United Kingdom stating

that the United Nations had no right to discuss the i ·lternal affairs of the

Sultanate, that there ,.,ere no British bases in oman and that the United

Kingdom. would not participate in any discuss:i.ons of this question by the

Special Committee.

~J[a: kat bUsal a&auumua (QJ~ 1 ; 2if IdA
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68. ~tiY:i:~i~s of_lor~ign Interests Impeding ..Implementati_o..n
of Declaration on Ending of Colonialism
~----- -'"'--------
The questiOll of the influence of foreign. economic and financial

interests in colonial Territories, although frequently discussed by the

General Assembly in past years in cûnne~ion with specifie territories,

appeared last year for the first time as a separate item on the provisional

agenda of the Assembly, after such consideration wes advanced in 1966

by the Special. Committee of 24 on the ending of colonialism.

In resolution 2288 (XXII) of 7 December.l967, the Assembly reaffirmed

the right of the peoples of Southern Rhodesia, South l'lest Africa (now known

as Namibia) Territorj.es under Portuguese domination and al1 other colonial~ ,
Territories to dispose of the natural resources of 'their Territories in

their best interests; declared tbat colonial Powers which deprived them

of such rights were vio1ating Charter obligations and impeding decolo

nization; deplored the policies·of the colonial Powerswhich permitted

the exploitation of the natural resources of the Territories under their

administration, contrary to the interests of the indigenous population;

called upon al1 States to ensure that concessions, investments and

enterprises of their nationals in colonial Territories did not run counter

to the interests of the indigenous inhabitants; and further called upon

colonicl Powers to prohibit the exploitation of human and naturel resources

contrary to the interests of the indigenous inhabitants.

The Assembly approved the report on the subject by the Special

Committee of 24, and requested the Special Committee to continue its

study conce~ning the activities of foreign economic and other interests

which were illlpeding the implementation of' the Declaration on the granting

of independence.

In resolution 2189 (XXI) of 13 December 1966, the Assembly had

aJ.read~{ condemned the activities of those financial and economic interests

in colonial Territories which supported ~olonial regimes and thus

constituted a serious obstacle to the implementation of the Declaration

on the ending of colaniaJ.ism; and it called upon Governments concerned

"to take the necessary measures to put an end ta those activities ft
•
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Since 1964, the Special Committee's Sub-Committee l r..ad studied

separately the activities of foreign economic and other !nterests in

Namibia (formerly known as South West Africa) and in the Territories

under Portuguese administration. It had been dealing with such acti'Vities

in Southern F,hodesia since 1966. In October 1966, the Spec~.al Commiiitee

adopted a suggestion by its Suh-Committee that the activities of economic

and other interests in all these Territcries be considered as one problem..

T'ne Special Committee concluded in 1964 that foreign capitl:J. held a

dominant position in the economy of Namibia; that the main sectors of

production were controlled by foreign enterprises or by settlers of

European descent who were mairllY from SOl~th Africaj that South Africa lS

desire to annex Namibia was directly connected with the activiiiies of

international companies interested in keeping the Territory as a field

for the investment of their capital and a source of raw material. and cheap

labour; and that their activities constituted one of the main obstacles

to the country' s development t9wards independence. Consequently, the

Special Comœittee recommended that the Assembly call upon South Africa

to put an end to such activitiesj and appealed to all States whose nationale

had public or private interests in these companies, especially the United

States and the United Kingdom, to cea.se to give any support to Sûuth Africa.

In 1~65, the Assembly endor~ed the Special Committee1s recommendations

and condemned the :r;olicies of financial interests operating in Namibia.

With regard to i'oreign interests in the Territories under Portuguese

administration, the Special Committee in 1965 concluded that concessions

had been granted to foreign investors without the consent of the African

inhabitents who were the rightf'ul owners of the resourcesj that t'oreign

interests directly or indirectly supported Portuguese colonialism YThich

made it possible t'or them to enjoy the profits of <*ploitati,on; and that

foreign capital held a dominant position in all sectors of the econom~c

lite of the Ter~ i tories. The Special Committee approved the recommendations:

of its Sub-Co~ i.l... cee that the Assembly should strongly condenm the activi

ties and operating methods of the f.?reign economic and other interests;

appeal to the United Kingéiom, the United States, Belgium, France, the

Federal Republic of Germany and other Powersto induce their nationals
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owning and operating such enterprises to end such activities; and that

the Security Counci1 should consider measures to ensure Portugal's

implementation of the Declaration on the ending of c010nia.J.ism.

In 1965, the Assembly expre5sed lideep concern that the activities

of the foreign financial interests in the Territories under Portuguese

administration are an impediment to the African people in the realization

of their aspirations to f'reedom and independencelt
•

In 1966, the Special Committee re~'ffirmed the 1965 recommendations,

and its report was approved by the Assembly in resolution 2189 (XXI).

With regard to Southern Rhodesia, the Special Committee in 1966 adopted

conclusions to the effect that foreign interests played a decisive r01e
~

in the economic life of Southern Rhodesiaj that foreign undertakings were

closely linked with international economic and financial interests in

other parts of southern Africa.; that the economic sanctions against the

illegal regime had relative lack of impact on the Southern Rhodesien

economy; and that the private sec'tor of the economy -- almost entire1y

owned and operated by the European settlers and foreign companies -- had

supported the regime's economic measures. The Special Committee therefore

recommended that the Assembly condemn the illegal. declaration of indepen

dence by the whitesettlers who represented theinterests of the inter

national monopoliesj strongly condemn the activities of foreign economic

interests supporting the minority regime; and urge the interested Powers

to exert influence on nationals owning and operating enterprises in

Southern Rhodesie. to end their activities.

The Assemb1y, in resolution 2151 (XXI) of 17 November lS66, noted wi.th

concern the lIincreasiügly harmful r01e played by those foreig:,'> monopolies

and financial interests in Southern Rhodesia whose support for the illegal

racist minority regime" impeded the peop1e's attainment te independence;

cendemned the activities of foreign interests which, by supporting the

regime, prevented the people from attaining freedom and independence; ahJ.

called upon the Governments of the States concerned te talte all necessary

measures te bring ~o an end such activities.
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69. Implementation of Declaration on Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and PeoEles by Specialized Agencies and International
Institutions Associated with Uni-ted Nations
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In resolu'tions adopted during i ts 1967 meetings in Mrica, the Special

Committee again condemned -the actiVities of foreign i'inancial and other econo....

mie interests in colonial territories -- p6-~icuJ.arly in Namibia, Southern

Rhodesia and the Territories under Portuguese domination -- which supported

colonial regimps and thus constituted a serious obstacle to the implementa-tion
of the Declaration on gran-ting of independence.

Although -the General Assembly had dealt with the specialized a,gencies

implementation of the Declaration on the ending of colonia.lism in a number of

past resolutions, it was only 1ast year that it considered the question as

a separate item on the agenda.

Aftel' examining the question during the -twenty-second session, the

Assembly recommended on 14 December 1967 in resolution 2311 (XXII) that the

specialized agencies and international institutions take urgent and effective

measures to assist the peop1es struggling for their liberation from colonial

rule, and; in particu.lal', to extend "all necessary aid to the oppressed

peoples" of Southern Bhodesia and the Portuguese terri-to:r'ies. It also

re~ommended that tile specialized agencies and international institutions not

grant any assistance to South Africa and Portugal until they renounced

racial discrimination and colonial domination, and expressed appreciation to

the Office of -the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and to the

specialized agencies which have co-operated in seeking to implement Assembly

resolutions.
In the same resolution, the Assembly requested the Economie end Social

Council to consider,in consultation with the Special Committee of 24 on the

ending of colonialism, appropriate mea.sures for co-ordinating policies and

s<'otiVities of -the specialized agencies in implementing the relevant

resolutions; and requested the Secr~tarY-Genera1to assist -the specialized

agencies and international 1nstitutions concerned in w-orking out measures

to implement the resolutions.
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During the twenty-second session, the Assembly adopted a number of

resolutions relatingto specifie Territories, whic11 contain references or

appeala to the specialized agencies, including the following:

Resolution 2262 (XXII) of 3 Noveniber 1967, on Southern :Rhodesia -

appealing to the specialized agencies to a1d and assist ref'ugees from

Zimbabwe and victims of' oppression in Southern Bhodesia.

Resolution 2270 (XXII) of' 17 November 1967, on Portuguese Territories - ..

appealing to the specialized agencies, "in particular to the International

Bank for Reconstruction and Development and the International Monetary Fund It,
to refrain from granting Portugal assistance until Portugal implements the

Declaration.

Resolution 2324 (XXII) of 16 December 1967, on the arrest and trial of

South West Africans -- appe~> ng to international organi!J;;ations to use their

influence Vdth South Africa in connexion with the case.

Resolution 2326 (XXII) of 16 December 1967, on colonial Tel'ritories in

genepal -- requesting all states, directlY and through action in international

institutions, to withhold assistance of any kind from Portugal, South Africa

ar4 Southern Rhodesia..
Resolution 2347 (XXII) of' 19 December 1967, on Nauru -- urging the

specia.l.ized agencies to aid the people of Nauru in building anew nation.

Resolution 2372 (XXII) of' 12 June 1968, on Namibia -- directing the

Caunc!l for Namibie. to establiSh a technica1 andfinancial assistance

programme, in co-operation with the specialized agencies and other appropriate

organs of the United Nations.

On 18 December 1967, in pursuance of the Assembly' s request in

resolution 2311 (XXII), the Economie and Social Council decided to cansider

the item at its forty-fifth session in 1968.

In consultations between the Council and the Special Ccmmittee of 24

in June 1968, it waS generally aglteed that the speciaJ.ized agencies should

be :J.nvited to participate fully in discussion of the item at the Council f s

forty-fifth session, to p:rovide the most recent information on their po1icies

and activities in that regard, and to advance suchsuggestions aS they might

consider appropriate. It was agreed that further consultations should take

place between the J?residentof the Council and the Chairman of' the Special

COmm1tte~. (See report of the President of' the Counci1, E/4547.)



The Secretary-General, in a note dated 10 July 1968 (E/4546), said he

had held consultations 1dth the executive heads of the agencies and institu

tions concerned in regard to imp1ementation of resolution 2311 (XXII), through

the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination. The results of these consulta

tions are set out in a report by the SecretarY-General to the twenty-third

sesGion (E/4557), outlining actions taken by a number of agencies.

The Economie and Social Counci1, during the first part of its forty

fifth session in Geneva (8 July-2 August), discussed the subject and decid~d

to continue consideration of the item at i ts resumed session this fall.
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70. United Nations Traininp; and Educational Programme

The General Assembly decided 1ast year to integrate three previous1y

existing programmes for the education and training of persons from southern

Africa -- the special educational and training programme fu!'" South West

Africa (now known as Namibia), the special training prog.r."amme for Territories

under Portuguese administration, and the educational and training programme

for South Africans (resolution 2349 (XXII) of 19 December 1967). It also

decided to include in the programme assistance to Southern Rhodesians~ proVid

ed this did not interfere with existing United Nations schemes and was done

vdth due regard to Security Counci1 resolutions relating to non-recognition

of the Southern Rhodesian regime.

The oldest of the three preVious training programmes, that for South

vTest Africans, dates from 1961, when the Assemb1y de(~ided to establish ii;

(resolution 1705 (XVI) of 19 December 1961). Its aim was to provide fellow

ships and scholarships for technical education, education for leadership and

teacher training. The programme for inhabitants of Portuguese-administe:red

Territories, with a simi1ar aim, was esta1':lished in the f'ollowing year

(resolution 1808 (XVII) of 14 December 1962).

The educational and training programme for South Africans VTas set up

pu:rsuant to a Secu:rity Council resolution (191 (1964) of 18 Jutte 1964). A

group of Experts had recommended its establishment in order to "enable as

many South Africans as possible to play a full part as quickly aS :possible in

thepolitical, economic and social advance of this countryll.
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In a report to the Assemb1y in 1967 (A/6890 and Corr.1-3), the

Secretary-General stated that 46 scho1arships had been awarded under the

progranune for South West Africans from. 1963 to 1966, 149 under the programme

for Portuguese-administered Territoriesfrom 1964 to 1966, and 268under the

programme for South Africans from i ts inception to October 1967. A report on

the conso1idated programme will be presented to the Assemb1y 1ater this year.

The conso1idated programme is to befinanced from a trust fund made up

of voluntary contributions, although aS a transitional measure $100,000 was

appropriated by the Assemb1y out of the regular United Nations budget for

1968 to ensure continuity pending receipt 01' adequate voluntary contributions.

In accordance 'With the Assemb1y' s 1967 resolu"cion, the Secretary-General has

appealed to States Members of the United Nations and members of specialized

agencies to achieve a target of $3 million for the three-year period 1968

1970. As of 7 September, sevan States have p1edged contributions totalling

$162,98;.

The Assemb1y requested the Secretary-General to include in the Pro

gramme the E!;ranting of' subventions to educational and training institutions

in Africa, so that beneficiaries of the Programme could be trained in Africa

as far as practicable.. A aeven-member committee, to be nominated by the

President of the Assemb1y, is to advise the Secretary-General on these sub

ventions. The Assemb1y also asked the Secretary-General to study the means

of promoting the further deve10pment and expansion of the Programme.

71. Stud:v Faci1ities for Inhabitants of' Non-S~lf-Governiœ Territories

In 1954, the Genera! Assembly invited Membe:r States to off'er the

inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories faci1ities for technical and

voca:tional training of immediate practical value and for training at the

PQst-primary and university levels (resolution 845 (IX) of 22 November 1954).

A simi1ar invitation has been repeated almost every yearsince.

In 1966, the Assemb1y urged Member States to continue offering scho1ar

ships and requeuted them to 1'aci1itate the travel of students from Non-Se1f

Governing Territo.t'ies. It invited adtninistering Powers to ensure that al1

scho1arships and training faci1ities offered by Member -States are utilized

by inhabitants of the Territories, and to assist schc,larship students,

particvlarly by faci1i"
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partic"~ar1y by faci1itating their trave1 formalities (resolution 2234

(XXI) of 20 December 1966). This resolution was reaffirmed lastyear

without objection (res01ution 2352 (XXII) of ~9 December 1967).

The role of the Secretariat iato disseminate information about the

scholarships offered by Member States, and totransmit applications for

scholarships to the off'ering States and the administering Powers.

In his 1967 report on this subject (A/69l8 and Add.l), the Secretary

General inforraed the Assembly that 27 Member States were offering scholar

ships in 1966-67. Between October 1966 and October 1967,285 students

received information and application forms from the Secretariat. Ninety....

two of these applications were completed and returned tothe Secretariat

during this period, and 76 of these were found e1igible and forwarded to

offering States. Other sch01arships Were offered directly by Member

States rather than through the Secretariat.

The Secretary-GeneraJ.. will submit a further report later this year 1/1

72 11 FinanciaJ. Re:eorts and ACCOunt3 for 1967! Reports of Board of Anditors

Each year, the Board of Auditors transmita to the GeneraJ.Assemb1y the

financial statements of the United Nations and of 0 the various extra-budgetary

accounts in the custody of the Secretary-GenersJ., covering the prev'ious

financial year (which 1s also the caJ.endar year). After externaJ. audit$

the Board certifies that the statements are correct and submita reports on

the accounts to the Assembly. In addit.ion, the Advisory Committee on

Administrative and Budgetary Questions makes observations on these reports.

(This ye8:J." the Committee ! s comments appear in document A/72J 9. )

(a) United Nations

Under its regular budget, the United Nations spent or obligated

$131,486,813 for 1967, according to financial reports by the Secretery

General to be ptlblished shortly (A/7206) 1/1 Incorne from staff assassment

was $13,654,512 and miscellaneous incorne was $8,933,212. Total incorne,

~~ncludingthese two income sources plus assessments on Membel" States,

exceeded obligations by $2,137,773.



However, only 68.85 per cent of assessed contributions rece.ivab1e fOI'

1967 were actually paid during that year ...... $75 t 331,534 out of $109,413,985.

The Secl'"etary...General states that the collection record in 1967 was worse than

in 1966; unpaid contributions for al1 previous years rose from $36,318,825

at the end of 1966 to $46,700,602 at the end oi: 1967.

There was also a further deterioration in the Organization t s over,·all

financial position during 1967, the report states. Counting &J.1 United

Nations accounts for which Member States are assessed -- including those for

the peaee-keeping operations in the Congo and the Middle East -- cash inflow

of $135,353,000 during the year fell short of expenditures, whieh came to

$145,195,000. At 31 December 1967, current accounts payable exceeded cash

plus current accounts receivable Jjy $2,429,000, repreGenting a decrease of

$9.8 million in net liqui.i assets as compared to the position a year earlier.

For the regular United Nati-ons account plus the t'Wo peace-keeping

accounts, unpaid balances of assessed contributions rose by $14,158,000

during 1967, to a total of $184,895,000. As of the end of the year, 19

Members had donated $21,168,314 in vo1untary contributions to assist the

Organization out of its financial difficulties.

The Board of Auditors cites a number of Uunsatisfactory featuresu in

connexion with construction of a building at Santiago, Chi1e, to house the

Economie Commission for Latin America. It obseryes that costestimates for

the building have risen from the original figure of $1,550,000 to the

current estimate of $4,187,700. The Advisory Committee, in its report;')

says i t vtill corntnent on the matter after the Secretary-General submits, a

report to the 1968 Assembly session.

(b) United Natiotls De..Y.,e1opment Programme

Allocations by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) during

1967 total1ed $248,963,;6;, according to the financial report to be issued

shortly (A!7206!Add.l). Of this total, $67,433,549 was al10cated trom

the Technicel Assistance Account and $181,529,814 from the Special Fund

Account. Administrative expensesaccounted for $14,884,900 of total

allocations.
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Ninety-five Governments contributed a total of:}66,511,982 17.; the

Technical Assistance Account in lS67, while 96 Governments contril.uted

$118,277,8GO to the Specüü Fund Account.

(c ) United Nations Children f s Fund
----"""'-~-~~-~

.c1Xpenditures by the United I~aticns Children t s Fund (UNICEF) total1ed

$39,967,054 in 1967, according te,.. the financial report te be issued short1y

(A/72C6/Add.2). Inccme was *58,468,379 or $1,498,616 higher thr.m expen

ditures.

:EJcpenditures included $6,ln4,219 for Africa, :~6,959,150 for East Asia

and Pakistan, ~;)8,C92,456 for South Central iisia, $3,408, 648 for the

Eastern Mediterranean, $435,231 fer .LUrope, $5 ,268,~68 for the lunerica,s and

~;,u54,516 for administrative costs.

In 1967, a total of 123 Governments voluntarily paid or pledged

$28, ;82,345 to UNIC....F. i?riva.te cont!'ibutie:ms, including those fram

organized campaigns, amounted to $5,544,789. The Greeting Card Fund

supplied an additional $3 million.

(d) United Nations Helier and l10rks A~ency for Palestine l\eflw:ees_______... .~-.__ ... -=zw. .. ,.- ._0', _

The United Nations Relief and t-jorks Agency for Palestine RefUgees

in the Near East (UNRUA) spent or committed ;~40,54c,693 in 1S;67, according

te the accounts (A/72t6/.t~dd.3). llith income of' *43,c69,129, there was

a surplus of $2,528,436.

The financial 3tatements show tha~ for relief services (basic rations,

supplementary feeding, shelter and special hardship assistance) the

Agency spent or committed :~19,621,997 in 1967. For health services, the

figure was $5,024,991, and for education services .~J5,2;3,442. Losses

due ta the hostilities of June 1>67 tctalled QB34,380, according ta the

:Board of Auditiors.

For 1967) 50 Govermm.mts made contrIbutions in cash or supplies 9

totalling $32,7C4,589, while ~;2,348~8uf3 'Was received from non-governmental

sources.
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(e) United Natiops Institute. for Training anC!.. Research

Obligations for $955,965 were incurred by the United Nations Institute

for Training and Research (UNITAR) during 1967, according to the financial

report (A/7206/Add.4)e Income 1ast year came to $537,348, including

$453,971 in p1edges from seven Governments and $20,001 in private contribu

tions. Counti.ng income from previous years, UNITAR had a..YJ. unencumbered

balance of $1,880,844 as of 31 December 1967.

Obligations incurred during 1967 consisted of $504,376 for programme

activities, $264,883 :for management and $186,706 for generaJ. expenses.

The UNITAR statement i8 ceing presented separate1y from the general

United Nations f'inanciaJ. statements for the first time, in accor1dance with

the Institute's Statute.

(f) United Natiolls Hi~h Commissioner for Refugees

Obligations incurred by the United No.tions High Conmlissioner for

Refugees (UNHCR) from voluntary funds admi.nistered by him total1ed

$5,842,865 in 1967, according to the financial accounts (A/7206/Add.5).

Contributions and other incorne amounted to $6,509,783. Taking account of

accumulated surp1uses carried forward, the surplus and balances as of

31 December 1967 stood at $2,156,007.

Thirty-nine countries contributed $3,014,994 to UNHCR during 1967,

while private donations totalled $2,101,436. The administrative expenditure

of UNHCR, paid for out of the regular United Nations budget, was $3,259,977.

73. Supp1ementary Estimates for 1968

Each year, the Secretary-General proposes to the General Assembly any

revisions he considers necessary in the appropriation and incame estimates

for the current year, as approved at the previous session. A report by

the Secretary-Genera1 on supplementary estimates for 1968 is expected

in October, to be followed by a report of the Advisory Committee on

Administrative and Budgetary Questions.
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The gross appropriation ror 1968 totals $140,430,950 (reso1ution

2363 (XXII) of 19 December 1967). Estimates of income, other than assesa

ments on Member states, tota11ed $23,635,000.

The Secretary-General has informed the Advisory Committeeon Adminis

trative and Budgetary ~'Uestions that, according to a tentativ~ estimate,

gross expenditures in 1968 May exceed the approved appropriations by about

$2 million. This forecast, cited in the Advisory Committeefs report on

the 1969 budget estimates (A/7207), includes such unforeseen items as

investigations of human rights situations in southern Africa,purchase of

television equipment, a trip by the United Nations Counei1 and Commissi.oner

for Namibia, increases in stai'f'salary and wage l"ate:3, hiring of temporary

personnel for meetings and for the International Computing Centre" overtin:e

expenses, higher costsfor rentel and maintenaneeof office equipnentand

rot' conununicationsand uti1ities, and increased requirements for special

missions such as the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization in

Palestine.

74, Budget E~.tes for 1.,2§.2

The Secretary-General has presented initial estimates (A!7205) of

El. regular United Nations budget of $140,520,210 in 1969. He has informed

the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ciuestions that

this figure May well be increased by $10 million ,",hen items not yet

provided for have been precise1y estimated.

The Advisory Committee, ,",hose recommendations are general1y adopted

by the General Assembly, has recommended (A/7207) a reduction of $2,203,260
in the initial estimates, for a gross budget of $138,316,950.

The Secretary-General 1s budget proposals include incame estimates

tota11ing $25,059,240 -- a figure in which the Advisory Conunittee coneurs.

This would give a net budget of $115,460,970 according to the Secretary

General's estimates, a.."ld $113,257,710 if the Advisory Committee's

recommendations are adopted.

A major factor in the projectecl budget rise is the Secretary-General ta

request for approval of 607 new posts.. mainly to staff expanding economic

and social programmes and ta service a. growing schedule of meetings. This
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increase, whîch would bring to 8,435 the total number of Unite,,' Nations

personnel financed tram the regular budget, ,vould comprise 233 professional,

278 general service, and 96 local and manual worker posts.

The Advisory Gommittee recommends tbat only about 1~6c new posta be

provided, including 169 in the professional category, 210 general service

posts, and 81 manual and local positions. Gtating that there is roc)m :rOI'

curtailment or rederlloyment of staff r~sourc€'s, it says it je satisfied that

the reduction in the llumber of new posts whl ch i t bas propased ahould not

prejudice the fulfilment of thep:i."ogl"ar:ml(~ laid down for the fjecretariat

by United Nations orgsns. It recurmnends a detailed survey of existing

personnel, their d.eplo~1l1ent and utilizatic.m.

The Secretary-General, in 11is budget estimates, d'iscleses that higher

salary and wage rates andother sta.ff coste account for :;,4 millü>n of the

$7.' million increase under budget G€:ctions 5 and 4, c(~lering the tulk of

the 0rganizat;ion's personnel C03tS. The remaining ~3.3 million is attrib

utable te the proposal ta expand the staff. The only other major il1cref:.se

i8 for the United Nations Industl'ial .l,evelopment 0J:'gani~ation, 1-thich will

cost $1.2 million more next year -- for a total cf tÎJ9.4 million -- if the

Secretary-General' s request i5 approved. Partly offsetting these higher

figures are declines of $1.5 million for special meetings and conferences,

and $1.3 million for the United Nations Conference on Trade and i;evelopment.

Of the total budget cut of ;~2.2 million recommended by the Advisory

Committee, aPP1"oximately $1.3 million relates ta staff costs and re1a.ted

expenses; the rest is scat.tered over most other sectî.ons of the budget.

The largest expenditure item whose dimensions cannot yet be precioely

estima-ted relates to the regular Unitecl Nations programme for technical

co-operation. In recent years, this proeramrne 11a3 cost ;~6.4 million annually,

but the bodies responsible for policy guidance 1'or the programme have tl1is

year reconunended appropriations 'bhat would add up te ;i:6.5) mIllion, leaving

it ta the Assembly to fix the over-al1 total and its allocation amvng major

fields of activity. fiee notes en agenda item J+l~ (~.)d

Besides the basic budget document ax.td Advisory c.:ommittee report,

the Assembly will consider reports to be made by the 8ecretar;r-General and
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the Advisory Comm1.ttee on revised estimates for t::ertain sections of the

budget. As lis.lced in the f'oreword to the budget estimatea, these reports

vTi1l deal with the conts of technical co-operation programmes, the

International Trade Centre in Geney/a" {J:f'f'ice accczr.mlodation at Headquarters

and at Santiago, thf' possible payrnent of a language b...nus to staff members

and ~.mproved lallguaee training IJrogrammes, and salaries of professional

and higher 1evel staff. The outcome cf the vlork of the 3ecretary-General 'B

E:Kpert Group Qi'l the organiza~ion of' the f~ecreta.riat will also be commu

nicated to the Acsembly.

fiS requested ':Jy the Assemb1y in res:lution 2370 (XXII) of 19 December

1967, the Advicory Committec will report on a definition of trunforeseen

and extra-:>rdinary expenses". r,['his term refers to expenditures not provided

for in the regular budget but authorized when a, special need for them

arises. The Advisory (ommittee will 61$0 submit a report on administrative

and budgetary procedures and practices of United Nations progranunes financed

front sources ether .!chan the regular budget. On this point, tbe Connnittee

expres6ed the opinion l~lst y(;a.r that greater uniformity was required

between the aùministrative and budgetary arrangements of the United Nations

and those of its voluntary programmes ..

1ll1other document submittedunder this agenda item is the Eecr'étary

Gerleral t s report on the budget perforœance of the United Na.tions in 1967

(11/7125). This àetails the reasons for divergences between the amounts

appropriated under each cheptel" and section of the 1967 budget and the

amount actlla11y spent or obligatecl. It shows that a balance of $1,597,187
remained t'rom the total ayproJ;iriation of $133,c84,üCJO. The balance will

be credited te Nember S'tetes against the::.r assessments for 15:69.

75. Pattern 9.f.. .ç:..9nf'~eJ'.!mS~~

Efforts b~l' the General .H.SSelilbly ta rationalize the grcwing number of

Unit(:d Nations Ine-etinge date bacl\, to 1952, when the Assembly establ:lshed

a four-year regular pnt.tern (Ji' conferences, laying dotm !Jrincip1es to govern

the places and. dates ('f Guch meetings (reso1ution 694 (VII) (if December).

A i'urther flxe~l I:'attel'noJ: conferences wa,s established for the :pel~iod 1958

ta 1964. '.r-he :pet.ter.n in effect fvr 1$66 t~ 1$68 :ls set out in resolutlon

2116 (XX) of 21 • ecembel" 1$65.
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The present pattern specifies that, with certain exceptions, meetings

of United Nations bodies should be held at the headquarters of those bodies.

One exception is when a Government offers to act as host for a meeting to

be held on its territory, in which case that Government must agree to defray

the additional costs inv01ved. Other provisions state that any meeting

which is not of an emergency nature and which is not covered by the basic

annual programme should not be he1d during that year, and that not more

than one major special conference shOuld be scheduled in any one year.

In 1966, the Assemb1y took a further step to deal with the prob1em

by estab1ishing a 15-member Committee on Conferences (resolution 2239 (XXI)

of 20 December 1966). The Committee was instructed to submit to the

Assembly at each regular session a calendar of United Nations conferences

and meetings for the following year. Early in the Assemblyl s session, the

Committee is to review the information submitted to it by the Secretary

General on plans for the fo110vTing year. As the session progresses, i t

is to examine any proposals for new meetings which May be made in the

Assembly 1s Main Committees, and submit its recommendations to the Committee

concerned. Finally, in the closing stages of the regular session, the

Committee on Conferences is to draw up the calendar of' United Nations

conferences and meetings for the f'o110wing year, with recommendations

for the succeeding year. The calendar is then submitted to the Assembly

for final approval.

This procedure, fo110wed for the first time last year, resu1ted in a

calendar of meetings for 1968 (contained in the Committee 1 s report, document

A/6991/Rev.2) approved by the Assemb1y on 19 December 1967 (resolution 2361

(XXII». At the seme time, the Assemb1y requested United Nations bodies

to review their methods of ,york and calendar of meetings with a view to

reducing the total meeting time. The Committee was asked to submit to

the Assembly recommendations on the calendat' of' conferences and meetings

for 1969 through 1971. It was also requested to submit a definition of'

the term "major special conference".

The Committee has already held a number of meetings this year and will

convene i ts next series of meetings in earJ,· . 4-;embe:r- • Besides considering

the 1969 calendar, it is expected to revie1 ?mit recommendations on

the proposed calendar for 1970 and 1971 0
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The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud.getary q,uestions, in

it s report on the 1969 budget estimates (A!7207), expresses the hope that

the Committee on Gonferences will recommend concrete action te reduce the

total number of meetings for 1969 and future years.

Members of the Cornmittee on Conferences are: iUgeria, Burma,

Congo (.vemocratic Repub1ic of), Czechoslovakia, France, India,Jamaica.,

Japan, New Zealand, Spain, Doviet Union, United Kingdom, United States,

Venezuela. and Zembia.

76. Appointments to .Subsidiar~ Bod!~..2

(a) ~~so~ Committee on 4dministrative and Budgetary ~uestions

Thi s Committee, estab1ished in 1946, examines and makes recommendations

to the General Assemb1y on the United Nations budget, the administrative

budgets of the specialized agencies and related questions.

Its 12 members are elected by the Assembly for three-year tenna. They

serve as individuals, not as representatives of Governments. Four retire

each year, but are eligible for reappointment.

Members this year are: Jan P. Bannier (Nether1ands), Chairman;

Abdou Ciss (Senegal); Paulo Lapes Corrêa (Brazil); André Ganem (France);

Pedro Olarte (Colombia);John I ..I.1. Rhodes (United Kingdolll); :v.chamed Riad

(United A:rab Republic); E. Olu Sanu (Nigeria); Drago$ Serbanescu (Romania);

Shilendra K. Singh (India); Viktor F. Ulanchev (Soviet Union); and

WilbUl:' H.Ziehl (United States).

The terms of office ofYœ. Ciss, l~. Ganem, loir. Rhodes and Ml'. Singh

expire on ;1 December, and the Assembly Wil1be required to fil1 the

resulting \Tacancies. The persons elec.ted will begin their term on

1 Janua.:ry 1969 (A/715l).

(b) Committee on Contributions

Established ln 1946, this Committee advisee the Assembly on the

apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations among Member States.

Its 10 members are e1ected by the Assernbly for three-year terms.

lvlembers retire in rota.tion, and tibis year the terms of office of' three

members end on ;1 December. The mémbers are appointed in their pe'rsonal

capacities. They are eligible for reappointment.
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Members thiq year are: Amjad Ali (Pakistan), Chairman; Thomas H.

Bennett (Canada).; Baymond T. Eowman (United States); Jorge Pablo Fernandini

(Peru); F. Nouredin Kia (Iran), Vice Chairman.; Evgeny N. l~akeev (Snviet

Union).; Stanis1aw Baczkowski (Poland); John I.M. Rhodes (United Kingdom).;

David Silveira da Mota (Brazil), and l·!aurlce Viaud (France) ..

The retiring members are MI'.. Bennùtt, l~r.. Bhodes and l~. Silveira da

Meta. The term of the new appointees will begin on 1 January 1969 (A/7152) ..

(c ) Board oi' A'-!Q.j.tors

T'ne Board, estab1ished in 1947, pert'orms the external audit of the

accounts of the United Na'tions.
It has three members, with one retiring every year. They are e1igible

i'or reappointment. The present members are the Auditora-General (or

officers of equivalent tit1e) of Canada, Colombie. and Pakistan.

The term of of.fice of the i1.uditor-General of Colombie. expires on

30 June 1969. lJ.lJ:1e new o.ppointee will serve for a period oi' three years

beginning 1 July (A/7l53 and Corr.l).

(d) !mited_Na~~ A~Y.lj.strativfLlt.ibU11&

Establi!3ned in 1949, the Tribunal hears and passes judgement on

applications alleging non-obcervance ofcontra.cts of employment of sta.ff'

members of the United Nations and certain specialized agencies.

Its seven members, appointed by the Assembly for three-year terms,

serve in their individual capacities and are eligible for reappointmont.

The terms oft'W-o members expire on 31 t~ecerrber.

The present members a.re: 1-1rs. Pa.ul Bastid (France), President.;

Lord Crook (United Kingdom), ]'irst Vice-President; Hector Gros .8spiell

(Uruguay).; Louis Ignacio-Pinto {J!ahomey).1 14'rancio Ir .1''. l:'limpton (United

States).; Zenon Rossides (Cyprus), and H. Venka.tara.man (Indil'l), Second

Vice-Fresident.
The retiring members are Lorii Cl"ook and Nr. Plimptôn" Those

appointed vtill begin their terms on l .January 1$69 (A/715Jt).

77. Scala of iissessmen1---""---..-...- .,.----- ~
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8cale of Assessments_-...",...,...-...-... __ llW. ~ ___

l'lember States contribute to the reguler budget of the United Nations in

accordance with a scale of 8.ssessments tixed by the General Assettlb1y, on

the recommendation of the Conunitte(~ on Contributions. The rates of assess

ment are determined broadly accordlng te capacity to pay, as measured by

national income etatistics.

LQet yea:r, the Assembly approved a scala for the threeyears 1968, 1969
and lS'TC (rofic.lution2291 (:;OC11) of 8 .t.:eceruber 1967). According to this

scale, 57 IZe:lîlber States are contributing et the minimum rate of 0.04 per

cent, while the five largest contributors are the United Jtates (31.57 pel"

cent), the 80viet Union (14.61 per cent), the United Kingdom (6.62 pel" cent),

France (6. per cent) and China (4.00 pel" cent). This scala wasapproved

by a ".:ote of 76 in favemr ta 4 against, 1o7ith 5 abstentivt1s.

This year, when the Contributions Committee h.üd its twellty-seventh

session at Headquarters f'l"om l to 2(; l(ay, the only specifie matter before

it concerned the rate6 of assessment of two neW Member States, üouthern

Yemen and NauritiU3, which entered the United Nations on 14 .'.Jecember 1967
and 24 April 1968, respectively. In its report te the Assembly (A/7210),

it recommends that the rate for each be setat the minimum leve1 of 0.04

pel" cent.

As agreed during last year t s Aosembly discussion, the Conunittee th1s

year considered the views expressed dttring thatdiscussion. In its report,

it commenta on certain criticisms of its recommendations and on obervations

and suggestions made concerning its procedures. ltmakes no recommendation

for changes in the criteria used to evaluate t·1embers t capacity te pay or in

the application of these criteria. .fUnong specifie commenta, the Committee

repeato its view that the grounds for maintaining a minimt.l1n raté of 0.(r4
pel' cent are as valid now as in the pest. Itsay.s i t ia uneble ta support

the suggestion that it should consult any Member Stata in advance concel'ning

that State t s ra.te of' asseosment, inasmuch a13 i t would be impl'opel' for i t to

act as a nogotiating committee.
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The Committee took note of reports by the Secretary-General which

showed that, as of 20 May, the Dominican Republic and Haiti were in arrears

in the payment of their contri.butions to the regular budget within the

terms of Article 19 of the Charter. (Article 19 provides that a Member

"shall have no vote in the General Assembly if the amount of i~s arrears

equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from i t for the

preceding two full years".)

§iembers of the Committee are listed in the notes on item 76 above;]

'(8. liY.91J;. Re.E0.r..~s. Q!1 ExpenditU::'e by Specialized Ap;encies of 1JJ'1DP Funds

Ti~ch year, the General Assembly receives audit reports re1ating to expen

ditures by the Uri.ted Nations, specia1ized agencies and the International

Atomic Energy Agency (IAFA) of Funds allocated to them from the Technical

Assistance Account of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and

from the Special Fund Accol.1':'\t of UNDP. The Funds are used to carry out

programmes and projects approved by the Governing Council of UNDP ..

The 12 organizations participating i11 the technical co-operation activ

ities of UNDP last year were: the United Nations; the Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAO)'; IAFA; the International Bank for Reconstruction and

Development (IBRD); the International Civil Aviation Organization (rCAO);

the International Labour Organisation (ItO); the International Telecommuni

cation Union (ITU); the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization (UNESCO),; the Universal Postal Union (UPU); the VTorld Health

Organizatior (WHO); the '\-Torld Meteorological Organization (W:MO); and the

Inter-Governmenta1 Maritime Consultative Organization (IMCO).

Allocations were made from the Technical Assistance Account to all

these organizations except IBRD, and from the Special Fund Account to

all except UPU and WMO.

Since the audit reports re1ating to the participation of the United

Nations in these programmes are included in the United Nations accounts

Lsee agenda item 72 (a) abovil, the Assembly considera under item 77 only

the specialized agency and IAEA accounts. LInformation ab?ut total allo

cations of UNDP funds appears in the notes to item 72 (b) above;]
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80. Implementation of' Recommendations of Ad Hoc Committ-ee of werts
to Examine Finances of United Nations and Specialized Agencies

79. Administrative and Budgetary Co-ordination 'With Specialized Agencies

Paragraph 3 of' Article 17 of' the Charter provides: "The General

Assembly shall consider and approve any financial and budgetary arrangements

'With specialized agencies ••• and shall examine the administrative budgets

of such specialized agencies 'With a view to making recommendations to the

agencies concerned .. l1

The Assembly has assigned to its Advisory Committee on Administrative and

Budgetary Questions the task of' examining the administrative budgets of' the

agencies and proposaIs for financial and budgetary arrangements wi.th them.

The Advisory Committee reports to the Assembly each year on adminis

trative and budgetary co-ordination of' the United Nations 'With the

specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency-. This

year's report, 'Will be prepared af'ter the Advisory Committee takes up the

question in September. The Assembly, after considering this report,

normally asks the Secretary-General to refer the Committee's observations

to the specialized agencies concerned.

The Advisory Committee will also submit a report revie'Wing the

administrative and management procedures concerning the programme and

budget of' the Food and Agriculture Organization, one of' a series of' such

studies of' the specialized agencies recommended in 1966 by the Ad Hoc

Committee of Experts to Examine the Finances of' the United Nations and

the Specialized Agencies.
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The reports t'or 1967 are not yet available. The Assembly 'Will

examine them together 'With pertinent reports by the Advisory Committee

on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.

As an outgrowth of' a debate on the financial problems of the United

Nations, the General Assembly, in 1965 , set up a l4-member expert committee

to study ;,'lays of improving the use of' funds spent by the United Nations

system of' organizations.

Seme

reccn-.mend!

1.96B. It~

tmted Kil
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In e report of July 1966 (A/6343), the Ad H9,g Committee concentrated,

on ''basic measures needed to ensure greater efficiency an.d real value for

money" in the United Nations system, especial1y,dth regard to human,

social and economic development. It made e. series of recommendations which

'Were approved by thE:. Assembly in 1966 (resolution 2150 (XXI) of J..J, November).

These called for such steps as the establishment of a joint inspection unit

to investigate ttall matters having a bearing on the efficiency of the

services and the proper use of' funds tt throughout the Uni<ted Nations system;

the institution of long-tenu planning, programme formulation and budget

preparation; strengthening the process of evaluating the results of

programmes; improved procedures for co-ordinating the work of the United

Nations and i ts agencies; rationalization of the meetings schedu1e; reduction

of documentation, and certain budgetary reforms.

Ever since it approved these recommendations, the Assemb1y has

emphasized the need for each organization in the United Nations system to

carry them out, and has called for reports on action taken. Last year, it

l"'eaffirmed i ts continuing concern that urapid progress Il be made in this

dir~~tion (resolution 2360 A (XXII) of 19 December 1967). At the Assemb1y' s

request, the Economie and Social Council has considered the recommendations

falling within its competen~e and has adopted resolutions bearing upon

some of them.

A report by the Secretary-General (A/7124) , submitted in April 1968

in response to an Assembly request, sets out the 52 recommendations of the

Ad Hoc Committee and descrihes, point by point, the action taken or

contsnp1a'ted by the United Nations and each specia1ized agency. lm updated

te~ort ista be before the Assemb1y at its t'Wenty-third session, a.long with

comments ta be made by the Advisory Conunittee on Administrative and

Budgetary Questions.

Seme of' the main developments in connexion with the !...d Hoc Ccr.r.mit tee f s

reccn:.mendations irtclude the f'ollowing:

-- The Joint Ins'Pection Unit, based in Geneva, beganWt>rk O~l 1 January

1968. Its members were ncminated by Argentine, France, India, Soviet Union,

tnited Kir.gdcm" United Republic of Tanzania, United States and Yugoslavia;
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-- Hit~h :regard te lonfl......t.~rm, .El~ttn..tnE âlJ.ti~dg~~~lm, the Secl"etary

General states in hia April repo:t't. that the Conunittee for Progrannneand

Co-ordination (CPC) and other bodies of the Economie and Social Couneil

ha.ve made progreou in a. number of urea.o. However, he adds, i.ntroduction of

a sys·tem 01' long-term rùann1ng, programme :f'ormulationand budget presenta...

tian i6 a t1me-consuming procesa. Oinee this report was iseued, the Couneil

has endOl'scd plans by the ope te hell> in establishing prj.orities and

formulating programmes responsive ta those priorities (resolut:ton 1378 (XLV)

of 2 Au(~ust 1968). The Commit.tee (ita 1968 report :Ls in E/4!~93/Rev.l and

Rev.l/Add.l) plano to consider in deptll, ovel' a three-year period, al1
flectoro 01' ~he United Nutions economie, social and human rights programme.

rr'h<; Couneil has reminded i te 0""'11 conllniseions and other subsidiary bodies

that, before proposuls regarding thelr work programmes al~e ~arried out,

they must be eonaidered by the Cauneil (resolution 1367 (Xt'!) of 2 August

1.968) ;
Regarding ~~~uat,!9J1 of programmes ta see if they are achieving

their alma, the Coullcil has decided to revie\'!, ut its swnmer 19fe ~essi.on,

the polieieo, methods und f.v~tivj,ties oi' the Unit,€..d Nations and its agencies

fOl'" evalua.ting programmes 0:(' teclmical co...operation (resolution 136l~ (XT.N)

of 2 August 19(8). The l3ublJcet of evaluation procedures f01.1 substantive as

distil'lguished trom opero.tic:mal lil'ogranunes iB onH which the Cemmitte€; l'or

lrogrammo and Co-ordination bus decided ta talte up in future;

-- ~2~~~~qati2nbetweon the United Nations and related agencies is

of continuing eoncern to the Assembly's Advisory COD~ittee, the Council's

Committee for l?rogro.mme and Co-o:rdiuation and the Council i tself• In the

past couple of years, the Couneil has concentrated on specifie tapies havins

bath substantive and co-ordination aspects. In 1968, these tapies were

IJOpulation ancl it3 rela.tion ta developnent,and the, United Uo.tions DevelOJ]men.t

Decade; lmth were t;110 Gubject of resolutions. The Coul1cil has reeommended

that the Assembly a.dd te i ta rules 0:':' procedure e. pl."ovision requiring

consultation between theB~c:l:'etary·..General and Gny specializf;d agencies

dircctlyconcerned 1dlenever the Assembly receives a proposal fo~ new economic

oZ' soci.al aetivities (resolution 13y4 (I.LV) of 2 August 19(8).. It has alt30
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requested the Secretary-General to report in 1970 on the ways in ~hich

Member States co-ordinate their national policies in respect to activities

of the United Nations family (resolution 1369 (XLV) of 2 August 1968);

-- Bud~etarY reforms of the past tvro years include a new procedure --
to take effect in 1969 -- according to which the Assembly ~ll adopt a

lIpl anning estimate" for a trforecast periodfl t'Wo years in advance. The j•.
procedure was decided on by the Assembly last year (resolution 2370 (XXII)
of 19 December 1967). The first planning estimate, for 1971, 18 to be

submitted to the Assembly by the Secretar.y-General not later than 1 December

1969. As regards preparation of' the regular budget, the Secretary-General,

at the Assembly's request, is to submit to the 1968 session a schedule of

meetings for the bodies responsible for programme and budget matters, to

enable them to take advantage of each other' s work. To relate the budget

document more closely to programme activities, the Secretary-General, in

recent years, has been including in the budget estimates increasing amounts

of information on staff costs for individual units of the Secretariat.

The InternationaJ. Labour Organisation has decided to switch trom an annuaJ.

to a two-year budget cycle, in compliance 'With a recommendation in this

re~ard which the MHoc Committee addressed to specialized agencies;

-- With regard to the meetinp;s schedulé? the Assembly' s Committee on

Conferences is to present i ts second annual report on the calendar of

conferences for the forthcoming year {see notes to agenda item 7rfl; and

-- Concerning ~ocumentation, the Assembly last year approved a series

of recommendations designed to limit the number and 1ength of documents, and

asked that these policies be brought to the attention of each session of

United Nations bodies (resolution 2292 (XXII) of 8 December 1967). This

year, the Economie and Social Council, which in 1967 had asked its subsidiary

bodies ta review their documentation requirements with a view to reducing

the volume of documentation, welcomed decisions by three of those bodies

to dispense with summary records of meetings and asked for a report next

spring on ways to reduce the cost of such records (resolution 1379 (XLV)

of 2 August 1968).
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81. f:e:r::sQ.~l Questions

(a) ComEosition of Secretariat

Paragraph 3 of Article 101 of the United Nations Charter states:

"The paramount consideration in the emp10yment of the staff and in the

determination of the conditions of ser~~ce shal1 be the necessity of securing

the highest standards of efficiency, competence, and integrity. Due regard

shall be paid to the importance of recruiting the staff on as wide a

geographical basis as possibleu •

The General Assembly has in recent years noted with satisfaction the

efforts by the Secretary-General to achieve a more equitable geograpnical

distribution of posts, but has requested continued efforts to improve the

situation, especially as regards higher level posts. The 1atest of these

requests was made 1ast year (resolution 2359 A (XXII) of 19 December 1967).

The Secretary-General reports annually to the Assemb1y on the steps he has

taken to comply with i ts recommendations.

On the basis of factors laid down by the Assemb1y in 1962 (res01ution

1852 (XVII) of 19 December), the Secretary-General has worked out a system

for computing a desirab1e range of posts for each nationality, based 1argely

on the contributions of each Member to the United Nations budget, with

special al10wance for States with large populations but 10w Rer caRita

incames, and with a minimum of' 1 to 6 posta for each nationality. This

system applies to most professional staff members of the Secretariat, except

interpreters and translators, who are recruited for their linguistic

abi1ities '\Yi.thout regard to nationality..

In August 1967, according to last year' s report (A/6860 and Coz-r.. 1),

1,789 posts were 8ubject to geographical distribution and 112 nationalities

were represented. The report stated that al1 regions eXcèpt Eastez-n Eu:rope

close1y approximated their desirab1e range and the numbez- of Eastern

Europeans on the staff had almost doub1ed in five years.

Besides the issue of nationality, the question of language has taken

a prominent place in recent Assemb1y discussions of the composition of the

Secretariat. French-speaking de1egations in l'articular have dep10red what

they regarded as 'the over-representation of English-speaking countries in
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The Secretary-General reIJorts annuo.l1y to the Asoembly on any (~'hungcG

made in the Staff Rules during the past year. Such cha.ngea do not X'cquiro

action by the Assembly.. (The report for 1968 is~ cxpected ~n Octo'br:r.)

f'ùlather personnel matter on u11ich the Secretary-General vlil1 report.

concerns salaries of professionaJ. and higher level staf±'. 'L'he Intcrru",t1arwl

CiVil SerVice Advisory Board, an Il-member expert body fJ,Ii}'i()1ntcd ty t,h(;

Secretary-General, has reccmmendE:d (in a l'eport l'lot yet IJutliohed) tllt.Li.,

United Uations salary ra.tes be set on the ba.sic of "world IM.:rket ratoo" j,'or

the reqUired ski11s, covering both home civil oerviceo ard exr;utrif,JA:î

services.. In the Eoard t s vie:w, the level uf remunerati".Jln muet l'Je b1f1J1

enough ta a-ttract and retain staff :rGm all !·fember :':ta:teo, 1n~lut11n~ 't,tJODfJ

vith the highest salar-.r levels in their Olm national service:;. ',i"he 1::VfJ:t"1

~~t ~~~.. \',\~l~~ t,t~~t·;.l U~:t. t Ut~ !'\1

..... "'H".' ~,.•, ......'.';:\\~.,.. t,.,'} 4!~1
\t'l".- l "J, ,.~.. "" "à,," ~'.il "''''t \. " ....~

'l'lit' 1;, \:H\l :hInt t u t.:} t ,,"';.

,,,h Î\'h l':\St~ l','md, 'U t't"'m.t'l t

;trc'\' hlIl ~,t',t :t,!.t.!h" tr~1Î' :m,t t

ln\'t't~tlltt'ut1Î1 t"\\'~t',It"lt :!~'ip, .

'Pht:~ ~lt~Ht"t:l t't'.l'\it·t ,Ir
uili lIt· \'~nl!lt Ut',! l'~' Un' .\t.

nnbmH t ('\1 tw tlu'1 i\\t\H t;,'l'~'

\~\1f'nth\nnt A l'\11'\\t'( lt,V th

l't'Wl\ pU .1"\1IlIl ~ttlllr·ltt':. t Il 4\.

llHt1 l't't', llllrllt'wh',l 'lllft.t u. tj t \li

rf't'pt'lU lili UYt.t,t'JIlrl mut tJU!'r'

1nVt'ntmt'l\tt'. Hud 'Ilml t lw

l tl( .H.

't'h'~ Ou li ",1 fJlt Li Illlt j lu

01'111101 t~tJ1,HhJ1.dH·lt Irylllt1t1

P,1li't/t ,H lH'hlltll .Yt1hl' 1.1 d.,!t1 1i

}/1'!tll'lll/tl J:; t't'l'III :;tWî't~ltœ11

fi. W~hj:'l'h f'uJI '1 f~jjllhl,

:;,'lUHi! tJt'1'1l'julu 1'111' LhM JII

iHHlt'tIlld ,y Ul'!WIiVt'd 1Il Jldlll"

HILt; lht' f.ht1 "tlflH1.JIfl'Li"lî /

Yt~tU' 11, /tut,btl}·t t.t." 111·/'t'V1.HI

U1ww ft,t, J':tiht ~"Jl.l, :.I,J'I:"'I,1.
11

1u ,ltnwi J'Il/(, 1.ltt"t LI;I l

hw! tJN~fJ. ltfJVldWI"!!Î t'l';t' f~tj 1.

lm 1·'1 t'tH, l;,Vt~'J'ïli Ip,'n J':I1~}1.

tJ~it' Ji W·JttJI"J 111' 1. li';IJ !/llj/1 <

Other Personnel Questionsv • 1....· ...,,_... __(b)

the Secretaria.t and the consequent imbalance between the SeCl'etal'io.t t st'\-.'O

'Working languages. en this point, the f1sseli1bly 1ast yea.l", by n vote or t~t)

in faveur to none azainst, with 50 abstentions t invited the Secretnl'Y

General to teke steps to ensure "1inguistic balance within the Secretnl'intU

and the",early introduction of 0. langucge bonus for professional stni'r who
use t'Wo 'Working languages (reso1ution 2359 B (XXII) of 19 Decembcl" 19(7) ..

Defore a language bonus i3 put into effect, however, the Assembly will

conaider at i ta 1968 session a report by the Secretary-General on Pl'uc'l.i.cnl

measures to itnp1ement th1s and other incentives "to encot\ro.ge broml

1inguistic proficiencies".

Although this year' s report on the composition of the Gecreturini'j iG

not expected unti1 October, the Secl"etary-General states in his unnunl
report on the work of the Organization (11/7201) tho.t mensures hava 'been

taken to bring about further 1mprovement in the geogro.phical distrilmtiün

of the staff and in its 1inguistic composition. Accelerated la.nguage cournou
have been p1aced on a continuina basis and proposaIs have been workcdc)ut

for extending these facilities in 1969. Through co-ordination mo.ehinory

with the specialized agencies, the Secretary-General addo, otepc have bocn

taken ta formulate a. common posttion on -the institution 01' opeo1al incon1i1veo

to encourage greater use of the working 1angu'lges by the staff.
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complex including housing and recreational faci1ities for United Nations

staff and delegations. They were advanced by the Ford Foundation, which in

1965 contributed $7.5 million for constructing and equipping the new

building. The Secretary-General reported in December 1967 (A/6962) '~,hat

the School' s Board of Trustees had accepted the new site in principle, with

final acceptance dependent on the outcome of feasibility studies. In the

meantime, the School is temporarily housed at 418 East 54th Street, between

First Avenue and Sutton Place South, and at a former New York City school

building on First Avenue from East 51st to 52nd Street.

Last year, the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to continue

to extend his good offices tothe Board of Trustees "with a view to reaching

a fully satisfactory and speedy solution for both the interim and the

permanent accommodation problems" (res01ution 2358 (XXII) of 19 December

1968) •

One of the conditions of the Ford Foundation' s original grant of

$7.5 million Was that a $3 million Development :Dund be established to ensure

the financial viability of the School. Since 1963, the Assembly has

appealed for voluntary contributions for an endowment =t'und. JIlhe Develo);ment

Fund has been established, but the Secretary-Generai reJ;:orted l'a,st December

that only $338,000 had been paid or pledged by Governments. (Non~

governmental sources have donated $800, 000. ) Re added that he '1rould consult

with interested de1egations on possible courses of action for the Assembly's

consideration in 1968.

Since the Schoo1 was set up, the Assembly has contributed financially

to cover deficits in its operating costs. For the 1967/68 school year, it

donated $49, 000 to the School t s $872, 250 budget, which is financed mostly

from tuition and other fees.

The Secretary-General will re}?ort to the Assembly in October on the

proposed new site, the status of the Deve10pment Fund and other matters

pertaining to the School. The Advisory Committee on Administrative and

Budgetary Questions will also submit a report on this item.
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Each yea.:r, the General Assembly reviews the work of the International

Law Commission, whose task 15 to codify and progressively develop inter...

national 1aw.

Established in 1947, the Commission is composer of jurists from 25

countries e1ected in their personal capaci-ty by the Assembly.. (Themember

ship was originally 15, bu-t -the Assembly increased it tQ 21 in 1956 and to

25 in 1961.)

The CommissiQn held i ta twentieth session in Geneva from 2J May tQ

2 August. Raving completed i ts work in 1966 on the law of -treaties and in

1967 Qn special missions, -the CQmmiscion devoted its 1968 sessiQn mainly

to consideratiQn of relations between States and internationaJ. Qrganizations,

succession of States and GQvernments, and the DtQst-favoured....natiQn clauses

in treaties.

CQncerning relations between States and internatiQnal organizations,

the Commission unanimously adopted 21 draft articles Qn permanent representa

tives Qf States to international Qrga.nizations. These dl'aft articles 'Will

now be submitted to Governments fol' comments. General provisiQns will be

completed at the next session of the Commission by adding another set of

draft articles 011 the l'rivileges and immunities of permanent l'epl'esentatives

and permanent missiQns. In undel'taking this task, the Commission intends
~

to complete the ccdifieation of contemporary diplcmatie law, following the

Vienna Conventions on Diplomatie and Consular Rela-tions and the draft

articles pl'epared Qn special missions.

In relation to the successiQn of States and GQvernments, the Commission

examined general questions concerning succession in respect of treaties

and succession in respect of matters Qther than treaties. It reached a
numberof conclusiQns clarifying issues before prQceeding to study draf't

articles on the tWQ aspects of the topie. CQncerning succession in respect

Qf matters other than treaties, the Commission agreed to begin the study

with succession of States in economic and financial matters. (The

Commission' s 1968 report will be issued as A!7209.)
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85. Draf't Convention on Speciâ:l; Uission.§.

rl'he preparation of' an internati.onal legal instrument def'ining the

l'rivileges and immunitics of special diplomatie missions has been under study

for 10 years by the International Lo.1'T Commission. This year, the Assembly

will take up this sub(jeet as o. separate item, and examine draft articles

approved by the Commission in 1967, along with the commentd of Governments

on this text.

A-c its tenth session in 1958, the Commission named a. Special Rapporteur

to study ·the rules of law applyinG ta "ad hO,e diplomaey" between Sta-ces --

i tinerant envoya, diploma.tie conferences andspeeial missions -- and in

1960 i -c drew up 0. preliminal"Y dre.ft 0'1: rules. The General Assembly examined

this -cext at its fifteenth session (1960) and referred i·t to the 1961

Conference on Diplomatie Intercourse and Irr~u~tties convened in Vienna.

This Conference dre't., up the document Itnown as the Vienna Convention on

Diplomatie Relations, but decided not to in~lude the proposed articles on

special missions, which i t considered needecl i'urther study. It referred

them back ta the General .l\.ssp.tnbly.

At:l.ts sixteenth session in 1961~ the ASGembly asked -Che International

LavT Commission to study the mattel" furthel' (l"'eE:olution 1687 (XVI))" The

Commission took it up nt its fifteenth sesoion (in 1963), asking arlother

Special Ra.pporteur ta draw ut> 0. ùrQft based on tlle Vietlno. Convention.

At i-cs s:ï.xteenth session in 196110, the Camm1.5sion asked the Special.

Rapporteur to continue his study, Gnd it adopted 16 draft e.rtic1es, which

i t submitted ta the Assem1.l1y"

Owing to the circumstances provailing at the nineteenth regular sess:l.on,

the Assembly d.id not examine theseartic1es. However, o.t i ts 1965 seso:ton,

the International Law Commission udopted a further 28 draft articles and

asked the Assembly to consider al'. 44 articles as 0. single draft. It Blso

invited the commen.ts of Governmcnts.

ReViewing once more the worl;: of the Commission, the Assembly in 1965

(resolution 2045 (xx» recommended that it continue its codification~

taking account of views expressed in the Assembly and other commenta by

Governments.
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The Conunission was unab1e to re-examine in detail the draft articles

at its eighteenth session (in 1966), and was invited by the Assem"b1y to

continue ittl work and present a final draft the fo11owing year (resolution

2167 (XXI) of 5 December 1966).

At i ts nineteenth session in 1967, the Commission adopted. a. final text

and submi'tted it to the Assembly along with a draft preamb1e fOl" a conven

tion on special missions, which i t recommended that the Assembly take steps

to conclade (Report of the Commission's nineteenth session, A/6709/Rev.l).

In resolution 2273 (XXII) of 1 December 1967, the Assembly invi"ted

written comments by Member States on the draft articles, asked the Secretary

GeneraJ. "to circula"te them, and decided to take up the question at its

twenty-third session, with a view to the adoption of a convention. The "text

before the Assembly contains 50 a':cticles and is divided into three :parts:

sending and conduct of special missions; fa.cilities, privlleges and

immunitiesj and general provisions. Bach article i5 accompanied by a.

conunentary. Fourtuen Governments have 90 far made comments on the text

(A/7156 and Add.l).

86. ReJ?Qrt of Special Conunittee on Guestion of Defini~ AglZression

This 35...member Committee. was set up by the Assembl~l' last year

(resolution 2330 (XXII), al'ld was inst.ructed "to consider aJ.l aspects of 'hh0

question in order that an adequnte definition of aggressioll may be preparedtJ,

and to report to the Assembly' c twent~r-third session. It met in Geneva. in

June and July and studied t'Wo draft resolutions citing certain acts as a.cts

of aggression, but wes unab1e to finish i ts ivork. It therefore rE:commendetl

that the Assembly authorize it to resume its 'Worl\. "as soon aS );ossible

before the enû .:>f 1968ft, sa tht\t i t could submit a generally accepta.ble

draft definition of aggression l)erore the end of the twenty-third session

(see the Special Ccnunittee' s repol"t, A/7J.85).
This is the fourth subsidie.ry body of the Assembly to deal with defining

a.ggression. 1J.1he Assembl:t~ f'il'st toolt up the subject in 1950, when the Soviet

Union submitted a. draft resolution listing aets which might be considered

as constituting aggressioll. fJ.'hls text 'vas referred to the International
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Law Commission, which did not agree on a definition but included aggression

among the offences defined in i'cs draft Code of Offences against the

Peace and Security of Mankind.

In 1952, the Assemb1y reaffirmed its interest in a definition of

aggression and asked Member States to submit their views (reso1ution 599

(VI». Later in the same year, it set up a 15-member committee to formulate

draft definitions of aggression or statements of the notion of aggression

(reso1ution 688 (VII». This body considered several texts, but decided

te submit them te Member States rather than put them to a vote.

The Assemb1y set up a second committee in 1954 (reso1ution 895 (IX».

It met in 1956 and considered ~ number of definitiorts and draft definitions,

but transmitted them to the Assemb1y without putting them to the vote. It

was fo11owed by a third committee estab1ished by the Assemb1y in 1957, this

time to study the comments of Hember States so as te determine "when it

sh&21 be appropriate for the General Assemb1y to consider again the question

of defining aggression" (resolution 1181 (XII». This committee met in

1959, 1962, 1965 and 1967, but reached no decision.

The creation of the present Committee arises from an initiative of the

Soviet Union, which in September 1967 proposed that the need to draft a

definition of aggression be once more inscribed on the Assembly's agenda.

The members of the Committee are: A1geria, Australia, Bulgaria, Canada,

Colombie, Congo (Democratie Repub1ic of), Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador,

Fin1and, France, Ghana, Guyana, Haiti, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Japan,

Madagascar, Mexico, Norway, Romania, Sierra Leone, Spain, Sudan, Syria,

Turkey, Uganda, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic,

United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay and Yugoslavia.

Consideration of Princip1es of International Law Concerning
Friend:1Y R~ations-'ëi1ci CO.::.QE§.ration ~ong StatëS

In 1962, the Assembly reso1v~d to undertake a study of the principles

of international 1aw concerning friendly relations and co-operation among

States in accordance with the Charter. It enumerated seven such principles

(resolution 1815 (XVII»:
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-- The principle that States shaJ.l refrain in 'their international

relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity

or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent

with the purpose of the United Nations (hereafter referred to as

principle I) j

-- The principle that States shall settle their inte);'national disputes

by peaceful means in such a manner that international peace and ;security,

and justice, are not endangered (principle II);

The duty not to intervene in matters within the domestic jurisdic

tion of any State, in accordance with the Charter (principle III);

The principle of the sovereign equality of States (principle IV);

The duty of States to co-operate with one anothe);' in accordance

with the Charter (principle V);

-- The principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples

(principle VI); and

-- The principle that States shall fulfil in good faith the obligations

assumed by them in accordance with the Charter (principle VII).

The Assembly examined the first four principles at its eighteenth

session (in 1963) and established a 27-member Special Committee to study

them, with a view ~o their progressive development and codification

{resolution 1966 (XVIII»). However, this Committee reported in 1964 that

it had reached a consensus on a text for only ene principle, principle IV.

Returning to the question in 1965, the Assembly resolved to reconstitute

the Special Committee, enlarging its membership to 31. It asked the

Cemmittee to consider and report on all seven principles, with a view to the

eventual adoption of' an Assembly declaration (resolution 2103 (XX).

The enlarged Special Committee reached a consensus on princip1es II

and IV, but was unab1e ta agree on texts for the remaining five. However,

on princip1e III, it declared that it would abide by the Assembly's

resolution 2131 (XX) of 21 December 1965 (a Declaration on /tthe

Inadmissibility of Intervention in the Domestic Affairs of States and the

Protection of their Independence and Sovereigntytl).
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At its twenty-first session, the Assembly asked the Special Committee

as a priority task to formulate agreed texts on principles l, V, VI and

VII, and to widen its area of agreement on principle III, and in addition

to try to lTiden its area of agreement on principles II and IV (resolution

2181 (XXI)). The Committee 1 s Draf'ting Committee succeeded in formulating

consensus texts on principles V and VII, und its working groups reached a

certain measure of agreement on pl"inciples l and VI; but it was unable to

report p:rogress on the other pr:i.nciples (see i ts report, A/6799).

Re-examining the situation st its twenty-second session last year, the

Assembly asked the Gpecià1. Committee to continu~ its work, and notably to

formulate agreed texts on ::;,rinciples l and VI and try to widen the area of

agreement previously reached on principle III. It asked that a

"comprehensive report" on th.e principles entrusted to the Committee be

presented to its twenty-third session (resolution 2;27 (XXII) ).. This will

be the mandate of' the Committee at :tts forthcoming meeting, due to take

place at United Nations Headquarters fl'om 9 to 27 September.

88. Report of United Nation,s Commission on International Trade Law

This Commission was set up by the Assembly on 17 December 1966

(resolution 2205 (XXI), following an initiative by Hungary. Its object

is ta "f'urther the progressive harmonization and unification of the law of

international trade Il •

The Assembly instructed it notably to co-ordinate the work of

ol"ganizations active in internationaltrade law; prepare new international

conventions and model and uniform laws end promote their adoption, aS well

as wider participation in existing instruments; collect and disseminate

informa.tion on national legislation; end promote the uniform interpretation '

and application of international conventions ar.d uniform la'tvs. The

Commission maintains close collaboration with the Uni'bed Nations Conference

on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and \vith other United Nations organs

and specialized agencies, as well as with other international bodies con

cerned with international trade.

The Commission has 29 members, elected by the Assembly on 30 October

1967. In principle, Member States serve for six years; ho,.,ever, 14 of the
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initial members (marked with an asterislt in the list below) will serve only

three years, up to 31 December 1970. The members are: Argentina, Australia,

Belgium, Brazil, Chile*, Colornbia*, Congo (Democratie Repub1ic of),

Czechoslovakia*, France*, Ghana*, Hungary, India, Iran, Italy*, Japan*,

Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria*, Norway*, Romania , Spain, SYria, Thailand*, Tunisia,

Union of Soviet Socialist Repub1ics*, United ,Arab Republic*, United Kingdom*,

United Repub1ic of Tanzania* and United states.

The first session of the Commission took place in New York from

29 January to 26 February 1968 under the chairmenship of Emmanuel K. Dadzie

(Ghana) • At that session, three topics were selectedfor priority

consideration: international sale of goods, international payments and

international commercial arbitration. It was decided that, at such an

early stage of its work, the Commission w-culd deal only with some majo....·

items within each of these topics. It asked for the Views of states on

the acceptance of certain existing and draft conventions, and cclled for

studies by the Secretary-General, by States mertlbers of the Commission,

and by organizations concerned with international trade law.

It also asked the Secretary-General to set up a register of organiza

tions active in this field and another containing the texts of existing

international conventions, model and unifo:rm. laws, written customs ar!d

usages, alang with a brief summary of proposed instruments of this type.

Finally, the Commission decided to consider at ita second session (in 1969)
the establishment of co-operative relations with organizations concerned

with training and assistance in international trade law.

(For further details, see the Commissionts report (A/7216). This

report will also be considered at a meeting in Geneva in September of the

Trade and Developlllent Board of' UNCI'AD.)
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89. Programme of Assistance in International LaYr

The General Assembly on 14 December 1967 adopted a resolution entitled

"United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, study, Dissemination

and Wider Appreciation of' International L5.w". By this resolution (2313

(XXII)), the Assembly authorized the Secretary-General to carry out in 1968
the activities specified in his 1967 report ou the subject (A/6816).

Secretarj

The

budget te

finance ~

from Mem'\:



- 130 - Press Relt:'ase GA/;71l~
1; Septembe:r 1968

••

Also, the Assembly noted with thanks the offer of the Goverr,ltcnt of

Ecuador to provide facilities for the regional seminar te be held in

Latin America in 1968.
The Assembly stated in 1947 (resolution 176 (III» that one of the

most effective means of furthel"ing the development of international la.w Was
to promote public interest in the subject, and it requested States te extend

or initiate teaching in international lo.w.

The idea of United Nations assistance to thio end \Vas put forth in

1962, when the Assembly initiated a study of ways in which Member States

could be helped to establish training and exchange programmes in internationnl

law (reselution 1816 (XVII». In the fo11owing yenr, the Assembly appointed

a committee to work out a practicaJ.. plan and proposa1s. On the baois of

that body's work, the Assembly decided on 20 December 1965, to èstabliGh

what has now become known as the United Nations Programme of Assistance in

the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and iTider Appreciation of International

Law.

The programme was divided into two parts: steps to encourage exiotinc

international law programmes carried out by States, organizations anei

institutions; and direct assistance and exchange, such as seminars, trninin3

and refresher courses, fe1lowships, advisory se~vices of experto, the

provision of 1egal publications and 1ibraries, and translationo of major

1egal works.

The Assemb1y also estab1ished an Advisory Committee of 10 Membor Gtatco

to advise the Secretary-General on the content of the programme. The

members are Afghanistan, Belgium, Ecuador, France, Ghana, Hungary, eovict

Union, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzanie. and Unitec1 Gt(J,teo. 'Jlhe

Committee will meet durir.g the secor.d or third wcek oi' Cctobur, and Ito

recommendations will be submittcd to the Asoembly in f1 report by the

Secretary-General.
The Assembly appropriated $66,3CO from the regular United Uationo

b~dget to finance the Programme in 1967, and a further $50,000 hl 190~ te

finance about 15 fellowships. It also appealed for voluntr~J contr1butlono

from Member States, organizations, institutions and individuals.
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countries, with particular emphasis on such instruction in elementary and

secondary schools", and invited UNESCO to assist Members in implementing

this programme; and

Resolution 1511 (XV) of 12 December 1960J in which the Assembly stated

that knowledge and understanding about the United Nations contributes to

fostering among young people the ideas of peace and international co

operation and should. therefore be widely promoted, and urged continued

efforts to promote such teaching.

Measures in support of these objectives also have been recommended

in various resolutions of the Economie and Social Council.

* * *

ITEMS or

S .1. Problems of Human Ern

The Economic and Socj

that the General Assembly (

Nations conference on probJ

(XLV) of 30 July 1968).

The Council resoluti(

impairment of the quality c

aS air and water pollution,

secondary effects of biociè

the effects of these factol

mental well-being, his dig!

à eveloping as well aS deveJ

Stating that there w~

international action to pre

Council added that i t was (

these problems in the Unit~

of Governments and public e

identifying those aspects 1

recommended that the Asseml

The Council aIso l'ecc

General to prepare a l'epol'i

scope and progress of work

and international organiza'

co-operation. The report,

considered at aninternati<

for such a gathering, and,

This subj ect was fir:

Add.l). The Swedish delegl

Assembly would teke a deci:

but the proposal was later

of the matter, after some l

thought should be given to

be dealt with by convening



- 133 -

ITEMS ON THE SUPPLEMENTARY LIST

Press Re1ease GA/3714
13 September 1968

8.1. Problems of Human Environment

The Economie and Soeial Council unanimously recommended this summer

that the General Assembly consider the desirability of convening a United

Nations conference on problems of the human environment (resolution 1346

(XLV) of 30 July 1968).
The Couneil resolution referreJ. to "the continuing and accelerating

impairment of the quality of the human environment caused by such factors

aS air and water pollution, erosion and other forms of soil deterioration,

secondary effects of biocides, waste and noise". It expressed concern at

the effects of these factors "on the condition of man, his physical and

mental well-being, his dignity and his enjoyment of basic human rights in

developing as wel1 aS developed countries".

Stating that there was urgent need for intensified national and

international action to protect and improve the natural surroundings, the

Counci1 added that it was desirable to l'l'ovide a framework for considering

these problems in the United Nations, with theaim of focussing the attention

of Governments and public opinion on the importance of the question and of

identii'ying those aspects that could best be solved internationally. It

recommended that the Assembly consider ways to further these objectives.

The Council also recommended that the Assembly request the Secretary

General toprepare a report for the Councills summer 1969 session on the

scope and progress of work already being done on these problems by nat50nal

and international organizations, and the main areas requiring international

co-operation. The report would also suggest what areaS might best be

cOl1sidered at an interna.tional conference, how long i t would take to prepare

for such a gathering, and where and when it might be held.

This subj ect was first raised in May of thisyear by Sweden (E/4466/

Add.l) • The SWedish delegation originally expressed the hope that the

Assembly would take a decision this year on the holding of a conference,

but the proposal was later modified to ask simply for Assembly consideration

of the matter, after some delegations argued in the Council that further

thought should he gi'Ven ta the question of' whether the subject could best

be dealt with by convening a conference.

the t

E/45~

8.2.

the j

exple

that

01' tt

drawr

Couri

bettE

framE

Coum

sincE

Syri~

Ukraj

Natie

becor

Korel

"is e

disse

must

any l

cond:



- 134 - Press Release GA/3714
13 September 1968

(A report by the Secretary-Gener~on activities and programmes of

the United Nations family relevant to the human environment appears in

E/4553. )

S.2. Report of International Court of Justic~

For the first time, the International Court of Justice will submit to

the Assembly a report on its activities (A/72l7, not yet issued). In an

explanatory memorandum on this item (A/7l8l), the Secretary-General states

that the President of the Court has inf'ormed him that the Court, conscious

oi' the need for closer co-operation with other United Nations organs, has

drawn up a report covering the period l August 1967 to 31 July 1968. The

Court feels, adds the memorandum, that such a report would contribute to a

better understanding of i ts functions and of i ts activities within the

framework of the United Nations.

(All of the other principal organs of the United Nations -- the three

Councils and the Secretariat -- have submitted annual reports to the P.ssembly

since the beginning of the Organiza.tion.)

S.3. Dissolution of United Nallins Commission...fop_ Unification anèJ:
Rehabilitation of Korea

This item was submitted on 22 August by Cambodia, Hungary, Mali and

Syria (A/7l82) , later joined by Bulgaria, Byelorussia, Mongolia, the

Ukraine and the Soviet Union (A/7182/Add.l) and by Czechoslovakia (Add. 2).

In an explanatory memorandum, the sponsors state that the United

Nations Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitati on of Korea Ilhas

become an instrument of the aggressive ~olicies of the United States in

Korea". Established in "violationll of' the United Nations Charter, UNCURK

Ilis one of the major obstacles to the unification of KoreaIl and must be

dissolved urgently, the memorandutl1 adds. The question of' Korean unification

must be settled by negotiations between the t'WO Koreas, i t declares ..

Czechoslovakia, supporting the request for inclusion of the item,

states that "the principle of non-interf'erence in the domestic affairs of

any country and the right of self-determination of :peoples are essential

conditions f'or a solution of the Korean question".
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An item on 1-Tithdrawal of United States and other foreign forces

occupying South Ko~ea under the United Nations flag and the dissolution

of UNCURK, was considered by the General Assembly in 1966, but the First

Committee rejected a draft resolution submitted under this item by seven

Eastern European countries, Cuba, Mongolia and the Soviet Union. A sub

item on the dissolution of UNCURK was considered in 1967, as part of "The

Rorean question" at the request of Cambodia, Congo (Brazzaville) and Yemen,

but a 15-Power proposal to dissolve the Commission within t'Wo months was

rejected on 7 November by a vote of 60 in favour to 24 against, with f:9

abstentions (see the First Committee's report, Aj6906).
[For notes on the item entitled "The Korean question", see item

24 above.J

S. 4. One Day of War for Peace,

Cambodia, Gabon and Madagascar, in a 1ette~ dated 22 August 1968,

requested i.nclusion in the agenda of an item entitled "One dey of war for

peace" (A!7183).They stated that they would submit an explanatory

memorandum in the near future.
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s. 5. ~'Tithdrawal of .!lnited States and Other, Foreilm Forces Occupying
South Korea

On 23 August 1968,11 States requested inclusion in the agenda of an

item entit1ed "l'lithdrawal of United States and al1 other fo~eign forces

occupying South Korea under the flag of the United Nations ll
• Sponsors of

the request are Bulgaria, Bye10russia, Cambodia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,

Hungary, Mongolie., Poland, Syria, Ukraine and the Soviet Union (1:1/7184),

later joined by Romania (A/7184/Add.l).

In an explanatory memoranclum, the original s:PQnsors state that ""he

responsibi1ity for the "abnormal situation" in Rorea lies tiret of all with

the United States, "whose armed forces arbitrarily continue the milita.ry

occupation of South Korea,ll. The memorandum adds that the United Sta.tes

IIhas transformed South Korea into a military springboard in this area, of'

the wor1d and the puppet Seoul clique into an obedient executor and

accomplice" which sent more than 50,000 mercenaries to fight against the



Viet-Namese people. The main 'task in this situation, the sponsors declare,

is to eliminate any foreign interi'erence into the domestic affairs of the

Korean people.

Romania, supporting the request for inclusion of the item, states

that i t "has always called foL' the dismantling of foreign military bases

and the wi'thdrawal within their national frontiers of all forces occupying

other States1/ , inc1uding South Korea.

An item covering this subject matter waS considered by the General

Assembly in 1966 l;ee notes to item S.3 aboviï. A sub-item on this sarne

subject was again considered in 1967, aS part of I/The Korean question", at.
the request of Bulgnria, Byelorussia, Cuba, Czechos10vakia, Hungary,

Mongolia, P01and, Ukraine and the Soviet Union. The aperative :part of' 0

14-Power draft resolution ca11ing for the withdrawal of foreign forces :t'rem

South Rorea within six months was rejected by the FirDt Cc~itteeon

7 NOVEmber 1967 by 24 votes in favour ta 59 against, with 29 abstentions

(see the Ccmmittec's report, A/69C6).
LFor notes on the item entitled "The Korean question", see item

24 above;]
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