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POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WGMEN '
Generel Giscuasion -
1. The CHAIRMAN: speaking =s the representstive of Fremce, hed little to

say concerning the political rights of women in her country since theilr evélution
ves virtuelly complete, All French women hod the right td vote end understood
the meening of that right. She horself hed tsken pert In severel electoral
camxbaigﬁis end hed found wewen of all clesses comscious of .the respensibililties
end posgibilities of the vote. ‘ -

2. . Results hed elready boen achieved in thet field by the Comalsslon but
the su‘oﬁsct wes so lmportant theb she hopsd the Commissibnﬁouid centinue %o
devote poneidereble attention o it. |

3. ! Finelly, she indicated that Belglan women had recently teken pert

in & very Eimportant -referendun,

/4% Mrs. URDANETA
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k, . Mrs. URDANETA (Venezuela) said that, from its inception, it had been
one of the Conmission's aims to hold its meetings in different prarts of the world,
and in particular, in these places where women most needed the moral support, the
knowledge and *ire posltive results acquired iﬁ the course of the Commission's work,
She had thersTcre been‘very pleased when the Lebansse Govermment had invited the
Commission to hold ite last session in Beirut, teking it as proof of the fact

thet Lebaness women were sufficiently prepared to obtain eqnal. political rights
with men. ' | |

5. As an 1mmediate result it was satisfactory to note that Syria and
Greece had granted women wuniclpel rights. It ves to be hoped that the women's

. orgenizations in those ceuntries would not faltor in the struggle for the
attainment of their full political and civil rights.

6. She believed she was interpreting the wish of all mewuters of the
Commission in hoping that, in the not distant future, Lebanese women, as well

as all those who were fighting focr the same ideals, would ovtain the full rights
to which they Justly aspired.

T - Much still remained to be done in the field of discriminmation between
men and weomen; men must be educated to an understanding that an improvement in
the status of wouaen would bring about & corresponding improvement ir the status

of children and of the family. Much remained to be done tc ensure that the
countries which had not yet reformed their comnstitution so as to grant women
political equality with men, would do so as they had undertaken in sigping the
United Naticns Charter. ‘ . ,

8. There was much Yo be done in the fields of nationality, marriage, penal
and civil law, and particularly in influencing public opinioz su that the
Commiseion's efforts and discussions should not remain mere drafte and resolutions
but should become effective. . She therefore considered that a convention on ‘
political righkts would be & practical measure for the ceo-ordination of their
efforts. |

9. Mrs. GOLDMAN (United States of America) said that the United States

believed in equality for both men and women. Women had voted im the United States
since 1920, when a2 Constitutional amendment had guaranteed equal suffrage

/throughout
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througnout the United States, Women voted and held office on the same terms us
men. They were free 16 enter all professions, .and did so., An Anerican womsn
- retuined her neticuality on marriage, even. though her husband was a foreigner,

- The Federal Civil Serviee was based on.job elaseifieation without resurd to the
séx of the worker. - - ' |
w104 7 7 Men and whmenfirnémerica‘WE"e‘pﬂrtne*” - Husbands and wives were free
ta decide for themselves how they -would bring up thely families, lost: young:.
womern workéd for ‘a time, but they frequently .gave up their jobs after marriage
when they hed children and were needed &t home; in fmerica the hucband uenally
earned enough tc take care of his famiiy,  Husbande and vives planped their
lives togetler, sud the father usurliy shared in reafinguthe children snd helped
with the houseliold tasks. R , o
11. It - was one of the aspirations of Ameri¢an women.that there should. be
more woemen in public cffice, Many‘wére-aCtivé inloeal politics, tut there,
‘should be nany more women in positions of political leadersuin,  They: aleo.. -
‘withed 40 héive more laws concerning gqyual pdy -~ the lurge industrinl states. -
al"eady had sucL laws and other slates were cipsidering them,

12, Tor other ﬂcuutrLes, American women ‘felt that the firsi essential was
'the”vote for tliose wio still lacked it and, once the vote Lad been grarted,
“edusalion. ' E - ' Lo ' ‘

13.  She' émphasized that both men and women didia Letter job when they
worked +ooetle; on an equsl foctlug.

22

15

14.

full poll tloal egld]LtJ for more ‘than twenty Jearﬂ'"Nd had playéd an increasingly

Mise OUTHERLALD (Unx+ed Yingdenm) etated that in Pritainswomen had had

1mnor,ant .:1 in public 11‘e. ;he& hed had three women ulanters, incInding
" two of Calinet rank, =nd eleven jhniar Ministers in eight Governments, = omsn
alsc took an imbortau+ nart in Iocsl politics, & womsn hod sevérsl tines been
Chairmun of the London County Council, which was one of the most importadt
municipal administrative hodies in the world, disposing of a tudget lsrger than
that of some ot tes.

/15, She was
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154 She was glad that the Commission's work had been of material assistance
in helping women to achieve equal political rights, and she hoped that in the
future it would be able to influence Governments to ensure real equalily between
boys and girls in the field of education, since lack of education was a major
barrier to the achievement and exercise of political fights..

16, . She pointed out that once the Commission had induced a country to
modify its legislation so as to provide for equal political rights for women, it
was the task of women's organizations to ensure that full and proper use was
made of those rights., - '

_ v , :

17, " Mrs, PEXKTAS (Turkey) said that many peoplé abroad still associated
Turkish womsn with the veil and the harem, tut even to her generatlon they had
been things of the distant past. Women in Turkey had engoved educational
opportunities for some considerable time and they were proud that they'had been
in the forefront of progressive forces that had brouvht about great changes in
Turkey. In 1935 she had had the privilege of belng among the flrst women ever
to sit in the National Assembly. ‘

13. - Along with equal polltlcal rlghts Turkish women bad also endoyed equal
economic rlgkts. o

19.. In the present unfortunate division of the world, it was her belief

that only sohs born of free women could win the world itS‘freédom.

20, ‘Mrs. CASTILLO LEDON (Mexico) had much pleasure in informing the
Commission that women in her country had enJoyed equal polltlcal rights, in tle
municipal sphere, since December 1946.. Since then 2 mumber of women coun011lors
had been elected and five women had Decome heads of town couﬂclls. -

21, . Women's polltlcal position, partlculardy with revard to uovernment
'posts, was rapidly improving., Vomen now held responsible poéitions in all
fields of human activity, being employed as business executives, judges, consuls
and magistrates, : ' | | , ‘

22, Mexican women'enjoyed comp1ete equa]ity‘with men under civil law; they
retained their natlonallty upon marrlage and reﬂelved equal pay for equal work,
Moreover, thej hoped soon to obtain the full polltlcal rl&htp which were their
due, and they were working boldly to aChleVG that aim,

/23. In the
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.23, In the fight for that ldeal they had demonltmbed in a most open and |
'pos*tive mnn T their real wish to obtain the r*tghts which were thoirs according
to the mogt elemontary principles of human Justice. Latterx,y t‘he,y' had takcen
'B‘beps to sh W how s+rcng their nower of collect.*ve action almac‘J WES, -

24,  Miso MuCORKII‘IDAIE (Auﬂt.ra‘.ia) wished to vay tri‘bu be tc; ali.those who,
vhen the United Netlons vas being set wp, had been far-sighted enough to insert
~an article in tha Charter covering the prmf-inlo of equali’cy botween men and
Women. ‘ - L
25, The work of the Cormiasaion on the Status of Wome;l ’ic?aa ertfaineli" “
impo*’bant end the v"gil&nf'e of itz werbers vorld save many countr iee emd veoples
yearq of wmk 1n removing f‘*’om m ccm.tit 1mona by which they wers vovemed
obsolew nhraseology vhicn caryriad with it matr:‘ectiowe on . the rir:’h'ts of women
and ‘che r opmrtunitv to shere wit.h nan in 'm: 'caqk of bu* ld*n a better vwld
26. - Since 1008 Austmlian vomen had had f:he same ool:iﬁfiual “1 ch as men
end onLy “ecently the Australil an Go mnment hed anpointed o woman to Cabinet rank,
With regerd to na+1onaLtv ‘an umtmlmn woman did not automat{cally loae he~~
mticnalit,f vhen ahs married a forelgnar,
'27. Although pronresa was perhans siow in tha sconomic field equality
vas novertheless being achleved graduelly. | B
| 28; ' The outlod of women wculd always Yo inflt.em,ed mO“e by their human
respomslibl lity ’c‘mn by material t‘xings and the contribution which an aducatsd,
wpll-informed woman could maks was vital to higher standards of living and tc
mmmatioml tmd.arsta.nding and. neace. ' '

29; © Mies ZUNG {China) s’oatad. In cofnevion with the political rights of

women In Ching, that the right to vote had been granted as early as l@"l,
30. The Constitution of 193#7 granted to every citizen, regardless of ae\z,‘

the right to vote upon reaching the age of 20 and the right to be alected 'bo
'politic&l officé upen mach*ng the ape of 23, ’
31. In pmctice, however, equality did not exist, For iﬁdtanée,'ﬁﬁe
percentage of women *nsm‘bers fn the' National Assembly was vory low nartly
'beoe.use of ‘the lack of 1nterest in nOliticu on the nart of the Chinese women an&
partly Yecduts most of them had not had the pmper and adequate poli‘bical
education to enable them to ‘exsrcise such rights &8s had been granted to 'bhem. '
/32, Similarly,
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ﬁ5§2;: © “‘Similarly, women in other parts of tho world had not yet socurcd

equal rights with men in the political, economic and educaticnal ficlds, oven In
thosé‘cownfrics'ihere women had for yoars enjoyed the right to vote and the

right to hold tublic office,

33; ‘ Pafuiaxica; as 1t might seem, somo of the worst encmics of equaiity
between the wuxos were women, The representative of China wished, therefore, to
appeal to the wamen of the world to co=operate in the etiempt being made to socure
equality between the sexes, '

3k, Miss PEDERSEN (Denmerk) declared that the women of Denmark considorod
the right to vote and to de elected to public office as nabtural as the right to
live, Thoe inTluence: of Danish wemen in public life wes constantly incressinge.
In' the most recent municipal elections tho number of women elected to municipal
councile hed inereased by'eﬁypér cont. Seventy~-five per cent of the women

beligiblé to vote, as against 85 per cent of the men, had taken pert 4n the
pecent municipal elections,  That diserenariey eould be elininubed if ;
a1l vomen could be persiaded to assume the full vosponsibilities of citizenship.
35. Although the Denish women enjoyed practically all the rights which the
Cormission on the Status of Women was sceking to attain, the Danish representative
‘wished %o mention one problem which she considered to te important, the prindiple
of egual pay for equal work, That problem was in pert political in nature end
its solution would be govorned by the extent to which women exercised thelr

‘ politicel righits. In Denmark, that principle had already been realized In

public servics with very fow limitations, The same could notl be said, however,
for iabour conditions in generel although the situation was improving from.

yéar to year. |

36. Mrs, TSALDARIS (Greece) steted that in Greece considerstle strides had
been made during the previous year with respect to the political rights of women.
in:the pest Greoek women had been permitited to vote 1ﬁ municiapl elechicns upon
reaching the age of 30 provided that they could both read end wrile. The latter
restriction had since been sbolished and the sge 1limit hed been reduced to .
25 years. They had also been grented the right of elaction. to ofiice in_municipal
couhbils. Two women had already been appointed to the municiral cowncil cof the
city of Athens and a number of women were expected to be candidates at the next
minicipal olections. |

/37. The number
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37. - -Zhe number of registored women voters had reached the very salisfactory
figuro of ebout 600,000, . . o . -
38, .+ Ono of the provisions of the revised Graek Consti tuticsn granted women
the right to v~ie In nebional elections. o ‘ .
39, 'Ihc e »li*‘ic'tl sducetion of 'women had been und.urta}:ah on an extensive
‘seale by memis of lectures, publicztions and dbroadcants, :

8O, - To couclug ion, the Greok reprosentative assured the Cozmniscion of .the

‘whole=heazted gsupport of tho women of Greecs,

bl Mrey XEORY (Lebenon) regretbed to state that Lebanon wen one of the
cowntrigs vhere by law wonen wore o rernltiod to vote or te hold public office.
The wonmen of:Lebunon had never enloysd thed grest vrivilege .

b2, ' . Fully aworc of the fect that rights:should be teken end not given,

the Lebenees represcatative felt that mach of the . blame for. the unfortwnate
sltuaticn rested with the women themselves. Tt wap true, -hm-}ever., thet the

womon of Lebanon had shown a g;mat doal of Interest in achieving political rights,
They had ofi scversl occasions exyrassst themeelves, very clogrly - on thet netber,
Thosc memvers of the Commission on the Stutwe of Wowen who hed atbtendod 1ts .

Tthird session in Bsairut would esgree thet the women of Lebanon were worthy- of .

. shering egqual political richte with men, They ehould tharceTore be pe;rniitted to.
play an equally cctive part in the political life of the country.. .
k3, . " The Lobanese represcntetive felt thet the Government weasz also réspnns&.ble
for tho fact that the women of Lebenon were being discriminated ageinst with
rezpoct té thetr polit.ical righta, The Government hed alweys shown a very .pqs‘.{'tive
and apprecictive attitude towards women but would not go so far as lo treat them
on an equel basis with wen in the political field, On the nationzl level, the. !
Lebencse Goverrwent hedé dono all in i1ts power to help the cause of woren in the
accnonic, oducetional and moclal fields. On the internatiomnl loved, it wes a

. particular scurcs of pride to tho Lebansse reprosentative to noue that the
Lebanese dslegation hed actively participated 1n the work of the Sub-Cnmiosion
“on the Status of Womon, : :
hh, ' m view cf the fact that there. was no pasic reascn Tor tho exiﬂting

© dlserimination agzainst women 4n Lebanon,. .th;sf-' Lebenese reprosentative hoped, In
conclusion, that it would not be long before Lebanese  wemen weru elected to
Paxrlizment,- 3 - ‘

/45, Mre. SEN . .
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45,  Mrs. SEN (Indta) felt that the question of political rights for women
would remaln an imﬁortant item on %ﬁe;agenda of»the'Commission asg long as women
in eny part of the world were‘thé victimé_of sociel injustice end legal Inequal-
1ty. Political rights formed the foustation upon which the superstructure of
all other rights showld be built, |

L6, - In so far as India was concermed, however, wonen enjoyed the sapme rights
“as men in the matter of the franchise, Siﬁce its emergence as aﬁ independent
nation India had teken energetic measures to remove all discriminations based on
gex and to place her women on en equal lovel with men, Indian women were fully
emencipated and were progressing towards complete legal, educational and economnle
equality, ~ Their interest in the work of the Cdmmission‘lay, therefore, not in
any benefit that they desired to achieve for themselves but in the service that
they wished to render to other women who had not yet reached their level of
freedom, - : -

b, Everyone in India, both men and women, enjoyed the right to take part In
the govermument of the country either directly or through freely chosen representa=
tlves and everyone had the right of equal access to public service,

L8, Women were to be found in moet of the professions and in all public
parties such as municipal'corporations, state legislatures and the Federal
Parliasment, Women also held important public offices as magistrates and. judges.
They were generally included In the delegations sent by the Govermment of India

to the United Natlons and other international conferences. Furthermore, two
women were currently serving in high office, ons as a member of the Federal Cabing;
end the other as an Ambassador end, untll her death recently, a woman had acted
‘ag’ the Govermor of one of the States, | |

‘49, . The CHAIRMAN asked whether members agreed to set up the three committees
which had been proposed at the previous meetlng,
It wag decided to set up the three Committess as shown below.
1. Committee on Communicetions
Chairmen: Mies Sutherland (United Kingdom)
- Members: - Australia, France, Greece, Turkey, Venezuela.

[2. Conmittee
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é. Committee on R=solutions‘ et T '  3»f‘fW

Chnivwwn. Mrs. Urdameta (Venezuela) P D D Ly
Vembors: Australia China, Costa, Rica, Deumark, Mexico, Turkey, -
| United States of Americay . - '

3. uommittee on Questionnai“e

Chairmang Mrs, Sen (Tndisz)

1_Iﬁgggg;_g. Denmarhi Lebanon, United hinwdom United States of Amerlca,
. ‘ LR e . " : v B N R . . B : L. -.: :‘_'\b. -
S50, " he CHAIRAAJ armowced that‘*ha Cheirmen ‘of the resnective "Comumittoes

‘*should be ¢eft fres to cull maouings as @né whon desired and ‘should aiso be ..
alloved to appoinx tnsir own Raﬁportenrs. Burch & system would Yave the ddventage
of ‘preat flexitility of onerstist, o C

51. ' rs., TSALDAPIS (Greece) asked the Seorvetariat to distribate to members
of the Comu*ttee on Comuuni u.tiona the do“ument vhich-€ho had prepdisd on the
"repa triation of G'SGA cuilaven. : A ' '

Rapert of the Secw retayy-General on the ﬁoéSibilIfy of -vremosing & eonvention In
the £ield of nolitical rights of wometn (£/Ci,6/1h3) 1" Pobuor e o

52; o 1e‘ﬁ?§IRI K invited couments on the Secrotary-Geueralls revort cm the
n0651bilitf cf proxosing a conwent101 in the fielt of politisal rishts of women
(w/om./1k3), S s

&3, Mips TELERSIN (Denmark) said thet the roport was & very interesting
document Hut ncade@ soms cl“ri”ication.

‘5h. Taragraph 2 wentioned that no informeticn wes available ae to what
countries would eventually becems’parties 0 the counvention, - She wondeved i
whother auy attemvis had been nads to ssdure such data elbher from individuals or
from women's orgenlzations at the natiOﬂal or international level, 'Sls thought
thet Information could be ‘obtained from thoss sources; - Some GovernmentS'had in the
past been Poluctant to supplg information but Had now realizéd that interest was
being shown in the problom and as a conseguence wers now taking effsctive actlom,

/55- With .I‘e{._;ard
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55, . With regerd to section A, ﬁafdgraﬁh 3, she did. not think it would be

- dirficult to dreft a counventlon, but unless unforeseen difficultiss srose, she
did not consider 1t necessary'to convens international conferences such as

those provided foryin Article 62, parvagraph 4 of the Charter.

55, Section B, paragroph € mentioned that a conventicn might prevent States
parties to it from abrogeting existing provisions of their internal law In a way
which would be contrary to the provisions of the convention, For thut reason,
she thought that the proposed convention was uhdesirab‘ Furthermore, the

- 4id not know of eny country ln which women who had been given the right to vote
had subsequently been disenfranshieed._

5T . A distinetion h&d been drEWn in section E, paragreph 7, be*ween
‘recoumendetions made by the General Assembly and those of the Economdic and
Social Council. She thought 1t woulﬂ be useful if the document clearly
indicated what possibilities there were for action in those cases where women
had not been given political rights in oertain countries, if the Commission
decided that/cgnvention would not prove the most effective instrument.

. 58, Under the provisions of section B, paresraph 8, the Ad Lioc Committee on

_ Implemsntation of Qecammsndationﬁ was to pake recommendations; the following
. parugraph however, said tnat the Comltteels report h=d mﬁntionbd only treaties,
~ comventions and protocola. She therofore wondered whether the word.
"recommendationé" in paragraph‘S was interpreted as having a widex meesning.
59. She doubted whethser the Secretary-General always had fhe right to ask
Member States why they had not ratified or adhered to treatles, conventions and
protocols, and wondersd what steps could be taken to verify the degyse to which
ratification h%d been effected. |
60, She suggested that the discussion might be deforred until the Commission
had first decided whether 1t desired & convention or preferred some alternative
instrument. | ,

61, She wished to know why only three countries had ratified the Inter-
American Conventlion on the Granting of Tolitical Rights to Women, as gtated in
‘section D, paregraphli. The answer to that éuestion might shed soms light upon
the practical notentialitles of the p*oposed new convention on the political
rizshts of women.

/62, Section E
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62y . ' Bection E, paragraph 20, referred to the adoption of Generel Asseubly
- regolution 56 (I} but the fact that 1t conta*ned a recemmendxtion for the

sdoption of wmeasures necessary to fulfil the purposee end ?lMﬁ of the Chartor
by granting to women.the seme. political righta as to men did not p“evsnt the
otmiegion £y OE.@LE&H& gnother reoomm@ndation ox frqm amending tby text,

- As =an aliernative a new r@solution could be dr&”ted.

.63, - Tt wes useful to know how J&“ WDrk had propressed in nrenaring tha
International Bill of Human Rights but the references made in that ‘pection of

~vthe uecretarv-Genfral's report wera not clear.: Section ﬁ,tgrfagraphl"B“'for

exemple, referred to article 20 (1} of the drwft covenanu5 whereas ghe thought
that article 7 of the Unilvoreal Dec laratian of Human Rights WaS more aprropriate
a8 it was prefexrable to quote fqu gx., accepled donumani rather then from-a draft
covenant., The same. remarka alao apwliea to sec+ion G texegraph 29, sub~
paragraph (f). o |

6L, Mrs MFKON (Sehreﬁarj of the Comminsion) eknlﬂingd ‘that the rsport
nﬁrely oousidered the possibxl‘hJ of propoaiug &8 convenuion and not the

‘a@visability of heving such = dscument, The Secretariat had herefore ‘carefully
confined itself in 1ts report to thu poasiblltty ov prou:ainv s convention, had

called attentlion to the technical possibillt*es ana hed given such information
as wight be weeful. in. cons*de“lnt the nroblem. ‘No informauion wag evail&b]e

ag to the votential support for or op nosition tv such . rovannnu, &8 ne steps

‘had yet dbeen tsken to obtain relevant data from the verious foverrments. For

“the time being, the question was merelr that‘of‘corsi&érir; the possitility of

suggesting thay a covenant on the polit&wal 1ights of women might %o dresm up.
65. . Article Tl of. the Universal Declaration of Faman Rights seve & faller
description. of the politicel r;ghts requived than erticle 7 mentloned by the
Danish renrésentative. | ‘ S ' - ' '

" 68, .- On the other hand, re.ferenca Was made in the qecre‘c,mz“r-(}e.mm‘al‘_, report
-~ to article 20. of the.draft covenant ns it was the wnly erticle in ‘that- covenant
“which had 2 bearing on the “olitical r1~2t° for womor, ‘_ -
BT With regerd.to the questlon of adcertainlnr to what extert redom-

mendetions hed been implemented by the various Governmant~, the Lotnomic and

Seacisl Councll had decidﬁd to meke Investizations on the inplGMéﬁtation”of

certain resclutions adopted by the Council and by the Goneral Ascewbly.
/Besolaulon 56 (1)
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Resolution 56 (I) mentioned in the Secretary-General's report was ineluded in that
category. The representatives of two latin American States conld doubtless glve
the Commission soms Ynformation as to the situation in their respective countries.

68. Miss PETERSEN (Denmark) thanked Mrs. Menon for her explanations but
reserved her position in connexion with the interpretation of articles 7 and 21 of
the Universal Declaration of Humen Rights. '

69. Mrs._GoLDMAN (United States of America) observed that it had been felt
in the Commission on Humen Righte that the Commission on the Status of Vomen had

s very definite and vitel interest in the problem of-the yrevention of discrimina-
tion. The Vice-Chairman at the previous session had also strongly recommended that
special consideration should be given to.that'question,.r

70. Mrs. URDANETA (Venezuela) expleined that ratification had been delayed

in some countriés-owing'to‘the fact that their Governments were not in session at
thefpresent*time. Furthermore, as certaln countries which had signed the Inter-
“American Convention had already granted votes to woumen, the matter was net so

urgent.

T1.. Mrs.'CASTILLO LEDON (Mexico) agféed with the Venezuelaﬁ’representative.
She considered the Inter-American Convention signed at Bogota in May 1948 was an
extremsely important document for providing political rights to women, end it was
appropriate to mention that document at the present time. |

72. She recalled that the Convention on Nationality had been signed by 1Y
Statés'at Uruguay in‘l933; So far, all of those countries had ratified the
Convention. In additlon to its effect upon legislation, the Convention also had
moral repercussions. Venezuela, for example, had not signed the Convention at
that time but shortly afterwards had nevertheless amended its laws on nationality
in eonformity with the text of the Uruguay Convention. There were several other
gimilar examples. Conventions were usually signed’by countries which had already

provided for certain prescribed rights in their own legislature. The documents,

Jeowever,
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bowever, remiined open for Sighature ahd other Statea generallj felt morall;
reaﬁonaible to sign &t sowe later -date.. ‘ e S 1
T5.w  The precedutd was. somewhat lengthy.and the varmous Gove"nments had to
prepafe the necessary instruments for signature. Furthermore, in L&t;n Amsrica,

" some” @ovePmménta hed ehen ged to military jun tas; The. constztutions of the maJority
“of- the signatory countriss, however, provided for the rights in quest*on ani r ti*

fication therefore became rerely a form=lity and in the c;rbumstances was not &n
urgent matter,

T 7 Mra. GOIDMAK (United Btates of Ameriea) thoughﬁ fﬁutlthe‘intér—ﬂmer{édn

Convention was an- extremely important dosument which mwgh* pnrsuada those Latin

" American States which d1d ‘ot grent equel rights to women to change thair viaws
and amend their legislatien. ‘ '

757" - Miss TPEDERSEN’ (Dermnrk) satd that althouwgh retification by countries
“which hdd already included [rovisicmp for political righfa o women in hheir .
national:leglislatiorn - riz t be ucneidersd a2 formality, the. mtter was nevertheless
urdgent in thosz coupiries wiicn kad wede nu suoh rroviaion. She thereiore thouﬁht
that steps should be takon Lo ascoriain why rabtificztion had not been comyleted

-»76{»- © Mes. CASTIILC LFDOF {Mexico) pointed out that no cnlg Tedersl lavs buy
other forme of lZegisletior were 2lso freguently inyolved 1n ths ratification of

-I..‘. .

conventions .

77.  Mrs., GOLDMAK (United Ctates of America) observed that vhen the repre-
gentative of Costa Rica wes present she might be etls to makq some interestinu

‘cbaervations, ea that country had only recently ¢ rdnued vqtes to women.': oo

The meeting‘rosejat_l_p.m,




m \ E/CN.6/SR.66
. Page 15

e Mile PEDFRSEN (Danemark) déclars que, si la retification de la
Corvention par les pays qui ont d46ja été inscrit dans leur législetion watlomale

- o

des dispositioms sur Lioctroi des droite pollticues aux femmes peut dtre sonsidérde
comre une formalité, la question prémente ndanmoins un caractore dlurgence pour les
rays qui ntont adopté aucuns de oo dispositions. Elle pense donec que 1l’cn devrait
mrercre de# resuares pour slinformer des raisons pour lesquslles la Conventlion nl'a

ras été ratifide.
6e Mpe CASTILLO IEDON {Moxique) sigmale gque i'on doit tenir compte non

seulement des lois matiomales; mals auesi des avtres forres do législation doat la
ratificaticn des conventions peut impliquer la modifications '

TTe Mep COLDMAN (Ztate-Unis dfAmdrique) fait observer que lorsgue la
repréaentente du Costa~Rica sera présente, elle pourra présenter certaines cbserva-

tlons intéressantes, étant dommé que son yays n'a que récemment accordé le droit
de vote aux femmes:«

1a séonce est levée & 13 heuveso
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