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1. The ACTING CHATRMAN declared open the fourth session of the Commission

on the Status of Women.

\

2, Mrs MYRDAL (S@cretariat) welcomed the msmbers of the Commission on
behalf of the Secretdry-General
3. She wished to advige the Commiesion that the Secretary-General had

receIVed the following Jetter from the renresentutive ot the Union of Soviet
Soclalist, Republics to the United Nations: ’
4, "I have the honour to inform you that the ropresentative of
the USSR will not take part in the work of the fourth session of
the Committes on the Status of Viomen, Imosmuch-ds the representative
of the Kuomintang group will be taking part in 1t 11legally.
5. "The Soviet Union will not recognize the legality of any decision
taksn at the above-mentioned sesslon of the Commission on the Status
of Women wlth the participation of the represcatative of the
Kuomintang group."
6. - She emphasized that the United Nations was committed to an uneeesing
gffort to make men and women egual as citizens of their countriss and of the

international commumnity. ter 1 MIZE
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7. Progfess, one of the obJectives set forth in the United Nations Charter,
could not be achleved without the full participation of women. The Secretary-
General wished to reafflym his Interest in and desire to work towdrds that'
obJective. He would do his utmost to carry»out the recommendations of the
Commission. _ \

8. In considering the resulta of 1ts past activities, the Commission

would note with satisfaction that some Member States had taken steps to extend

the suffrage of women, It was to be hoped that before long all Membsr States
would implement the provisicns of rosolution 56 (I). The right to vote was

but one phase of the Commission's work, but it was an essential phase,.

9. The ACTING CHATRMAN regretted the absence of the representative of the
USSR. ‘ ’
10, - Misge ZUNG (China),stated, in oonnexion with the letter recelved by the

Secretary-General frem the represontative of the USSR, that she had newer been,
was not and would never bo a member of the Kuomintang Party. She questioned
the right of a Member State to absent 1tself from meetings of a United Nations
body wheneVer it failed to agres with. the procedure -adopted.

1. Attendance at sessions of the Commission on the Status of Womsn,
which was striving to Increase the rights of half the human race, should not
be governed by party politics. b

12, . Mrs. GOLDMAN (United States of America), on behalf of her Government,
expressed concern at the decision of fhe Soviet Union not to attend the current
gsession of the'Gommisaion-on the Status of Women. - , .
13; - That decision ralsed serious.doubts as to the Soviet Uhion s declared -
interest In true eguallty for women.
4. . The refusal of the Soviet Union to participate in the work of the
Commission was a definite violation of its pledge under the Charter to
co~operate with othor Member States 1n promoting respect for and observance
of fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language
 or religion. . - ‘ R : o o
15. Mrs. Coldman hoped that the women of the Soviet Unlon knmew that they
were being denied a voice in the Commission and an opportunity to collaborate
with 1t for their own benefit and that of all women throughout the world.

/16. The decision
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6. | The declsion to ignore’ the Commission was a further Cemonstration that
the so-~called "equallty" claimed by the USSR for its women wes actuelly an . .

equality in slavery and not in freedom.

17. The creation of the United Nations had brought new hopes of peace, )
security and freedom to wowen trkyomghout the world, Full particigation by women
in pol;tical decisione and in economic pro ress meant greater strength to the
United Netilona. The work of the Commiission on the Status of‘wémen should there-
fore proceed. No Membsr of the Upited Nabions, by its wilfui abqence, could
impair the normal functioning of the Commission or the valldity of its decisions,
18. She doubted whether eny soumtrs hud yet found the best way to meet the
chanzing situations and expendimg ouportunitieos of women in the modernm world.
The sbssnce of a woman representative of the Soviet Union was particularly to

be deplored in view of the fact ibet the onward sweep of the United Nations,
which carried with it the hopes Of all nenkind, could best be maintained by full
and conscientious participation in each organizetion and commission which had s
ghare in the movement tq unite the nations of the world. |

19, Mrs. de CASTILLC IEDON (Mexico) welcomsd the oprortunity to particiyate
agaln in the worz of the Commission en the Status of Women. She hoped that the
gession would prove fruitful and would result in greater improvement in the stmtus
of women.

20. In conclusion, she regretted the absence of the representative of the
Soviet Union.

21. Mrs. SEN (Indiz) considered it as a ,rivilege to participate for the
first time in the work of the Commiselon on the Status of Womep, which supplied

e much-needed international platform. She was convinced that the Commission would
prove of very great value in applying the fund:mental princlyles of humen rights.
22, While regretting the absence of ‘the re resentative of the Soviet Union,
she felt that it was not for the Commission to ériticlze a dscision taken by a _
Member State., It was te de hoped that an 1merVemeﬁt in international relations
would result in the renewed participetion of the Soviet Union in the work pf the

Comuission, - .
'+ ' ]23. The ACTING CHATRMAN
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e3. The ACTING CHATRMAN observed that come members of the Econouic and
'Sociai Council had adversely criticized the last report of the Cormission; she
did not think, however, that such criticism was justified. It had.been_said

that the report lacked imaginaticn, but the fact that the document appeared -
gomewhat dull was chiefly due to the fact that there had ﬁot been‘sufficient |
response by the varilous Governments to the recommendations of the Commission.

2k, There was a cloge relationship between the Commission and the various
specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations concerned with the

status of women; the Internstional Lebour Organisation in garticular had shown
great interest in the qﬁestinn. Moreover, the Coumission had been represented

in other United Nations bo&ies; such aé the Commission on Humen Rights. She
hoped that such co-operation would continue in the future, as the non-governmental
organizations and the Commission on the Status of Women both pcesesaesd valuable |
experience and knowledée which should be freely exchanged.

25. The Commission apprecxated the excellent work which Mrs. Menon and her
colleagues in the Secretariat had accomplished, despite limitations of staff,

20, Miss McCORKINDALE (Australia) congratulated the French representative
on the work she had done as Chairmen at the previous session, and the Turkish
and Mexlican representetives for thelr work as Rapporteur and Vice-Chairman
raspectively. ‘ o

a7. The Commission was unique in that it foresaw the time when there would
be no further heed for a special body of trained representatives to help the
United Nations to carry out its high ideals by assisting all States to.avoid
Injustices to any portion‘of the‘human race in theif laws and practices.

8. ‘The Commisgion was faced with a positive task: in addition to advising
in the filelds in which hélp could be ¢iven to remove inequality and hardships,
it had'the final obJlective qf making universally avallable a potential source of
experience ahd strength which an educated womanhood acting in co-operaﬁion would
provide. Although the democratic syatem might perhaps appear to have the dis-
advantage of slowness, it wes neverthsless best to éffgct changes as publiec

opinlon becams prepared to accept them,

[29. States with
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20, States with grester experlence were in duty bound to essist other less
fevoured countries; with ths help of the United Natioms, tho backwerd countries
could be helped to reach their goel by suggestions for improved legisletion and
other meens which would ensble them to develop their potential resources. In
that wey, the peoples of the world could move forwsrd free from unwerrented feors
which, in the past, hed prevented women frow meking = full contribution to the
building of world soliderity.

BLECTION 'OF OFFICERS
Election of Cheirmen

i

30, . Mrs. TSALDARIS (Greece) nominated Mrs, Lefaucheux (Frence) es
Chairm@-n..
31, Mrs, GOLDMAN (Unifced States of America), Miss ZUNG, (China) and |

Mrs, URDANETA (Venszuels) supported that nomination,

32. . There being no other nomineations, Mrs, LEFAUCHEUX (France) agreed
te serve as Chelrman for a third term, end thenked the Commission for its
recognition of her work, )

Election of "two Vice-Chelrmen

33. Mrs, CASTILLO LEDON (Mexicg) nomineted Mrs, Urdeneta (Venezuela)
88 Vice-Chgirmen.

3k, Miss SUTHERLAND (United Kingdowm) nominsted Mrs, Sen (Indie) es
Vice-Chairman, )
35. . There being no other nominations, the CHATRMAN declared Mrs, Urdeneta

. {Venezuele) end Mrs, Sen (Indis) elected first and second Vice-Chairuen

respectively,

Election of Repporteur

36, Mrs, GOLDMAN (United States of America) nomineted Mrs, Khoury (Lebenon)
es Reapporteur.

37. There being no other nomingtions, the CHAIRMAN declered Mrs. Khoury

R .
(Lebenon) elected Repporteur /ADOPTION
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ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (E/cmé/me)

38,  Mise SUTHERLAND (Untted-Kingdom) suggested that since the documenta«~
tioh submitted on item 10 -- Status of women in Trust and Non-Self-Governing
Terrltorles - related chiefly to political and legal status, item 10 should be
dealtwith as a sub-head of item 3, rather than as a separate item, Such a
procedure would be in accordance with the Commission's policy of making no
distinction between countries at different levels of development in considaring
discriminations against women in regard to political rights.

3G. The CHAIRMAN agreed, and suggested that item 10 should become

item 3(b) of the agenda, with the consequent renumbering of item 3(b) to 3(e),

and item 3(c) to 3(d).

4Oy In answer to a guestion frem the representative of Australia, she
assured her that such a re-arrangement would not preciude the Commission's *
discussing the education of women in Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories.

41, She assured the United Kingdom representative that the crder in whieh
jtems were discussed would be established with due regard to the availability

of documents. ‘

42 : She further sug?ested that it might be desirsble to 1nclude the

headlnv "Any other bu31ness" ‘as a separate item on the agenda,

hy, Mrs, SEN (Indie) proposed that the item; Consideration‘of the orgaﬁiZgy
tion of the office, should be includéd in the ggoends, Its consideration wes |

necessery in view of the fact that certein resolutions of the Economic end Social |
Council dealing with the subject had not yet been lmplemented,

bk, Mrs, GOLDMAN (United Stetes of Americe) reminded the Commission of
“the United Stetes representstive’s suggestion Lo the Council the previous yeer
thet the report of the Commiasion should be drewn up in grester detell end
should include proposels which hed been rejected, ss well o8 propossls which hed’
been edopted, with the reesons for their rejection,

L5, Miss SUTHERLAND (United Kingdom) referring to the Chelrmen's suggestian,
doubted the wisdom of msking it possible to edd miscellencous items to the’
Commission's alresdy heavy sgende, She suggested that if any member wished

| [to propose
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to propose en edditionel item, she should do 8o at once end not welt until the
Coumission had almost finished ite work, sinse representatives might then be
forced to teke decisions on mgtters on vhich they were insufficilently informed,

L6, After some discussion, the CHAIRMAN suggested that the Commission
should sdopt the egenda es smended, on the understanding thet representatives-
vho wished to submit sdditional items could do so0 gt-the end of the afternoon .
meeting on Wednesdey, 10 May.

It vwes 8o sgreed,

The meeting rose st 12.25 p.i.

17’5 a»m-



