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STATUS OF WOMEN IN FUBLIC IAV (E/CN 6/156 L/CN 6/157, E/cm 6/158 E/cN. 6/159,
chapters I, II end III) ,

The CHAIRMAN obserrved tha.t the Resolutions Commi-ttee had not been
~able, in the time available to it,.to terminate .its work on the draft resolutions
on politicel rights for women and on the nafionality of married women,  She
therefore invited the Cormission to teke up the consideration of item 5 of its
egenda, "The status of women in public law".

Mrs, (mnmERG-VINAVEP (Secretary of the COmmission) gave a brief
explanation of the four documents submitted by the Secretariat on the sub,ject, :
pointing out that the replies recelved from f,'rxvernmem;q to the que'=tionnaire
circulated by the Secretariat hed been difficult to summar.gze end present in
a concise and effective menner, Neverthelees, she horod that the documents .
would provide a cleer idea of the fields in which women were on an equal footing
with men, in the several countries , end those in which they were still the
victims of discrimination. - She drew attention in paz*l:icular to the last column
of each table, in which genera.l comments were set forth.

/Mrs. SEN (India)
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s Mrs, SEN (India) pe.id tribute to the Seoretariat for the very useful

. dommentaﬁon submitted to the Commission,  She pointed out, however, thrat.in so
far as her country vag concei wh; the data given were in rany reapacts out of
date, for many cha.nges had taken pla.ce -since 19’48 as & yesult of the Indian
Government s policy of equalizing th& status. of men and’ women in pnblic lav, .A
~complote. official corrigendum from her Govemnsnt would reach the Secrotariat.
shortly; in the meantime she wished to. dra,w aﬁ‘ten'bion to pome of the moxe
important advances mde in recent years, :

With regard to document E/CN 6/158 cha.pter I ahe explained that all
-;;civiI servicas including tea.»hing, were now oren to women on an equal basis with
men.. There wad no bar to representation ef women on ezamination cormittees or
ccmnittees in charge of sppointments;. condittoua of recruitment and alloaancaa
were the same for men and women, -The only roctriction vas in the- ma.tter of -:
recruitment for the Indie,n !dminiamtiw and Police servicea, rarried women could
not be appointed to those service(: and had to resim it they married during their
term of service., . With regzrd to the mfomtion glven in chapter II, she
,._obaerved that, Indian vomen were now allowed, to enter the, medical and nursing
services of tha armed forces. - ccqziitionq, of service were the same ag for men,
oXcept that in the nursing eervice women received higher pay than men, RNeferring
to chapter IiI, ghe explained that the Criminal Procedure Cede voquired jury:
service only of men. .In certain Indian states, however, some high courta hed now
made 1t possidble fqr?v women .gbo' perform such service 1f 4hoy wished; they were ..
appointed only on their own application,

. Vith respect to document E/CN.6/156, she pointed out that inceme tax vas
- now_levied in aiméat all Indian. Btabes, and & wifé's share in the income from her
hua‘nand.‘a partnership in a firm vas assessed,

Mrs. Sen pointed out that the 3.nfarma‘bion glven for other countrios
hesid.ee her own might very well be out of date to a great extent, .She ther:Foro
~suggested that a revised report ahonld; be prepared for- the Commission's neat
iﬂeSBim, in order that the Commission might have a complete and accurate plcture
-of the. situa.tion. She stresaed the difficulty of studying & document which -
included an excessive number of addenda and. corrié;endas it would e Prﬂfemblﬂ,
if possible that a new document should be issusd when data were found to be out
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_  The CHAIRMAN pointed to the impoasi‘oility &f keeping Buch documents
strictly up to date, in’ view of the length of time which goyernments usually
requireo to.rey 1y to quostiomaires and the complexity of the Seorﬁ*ariao’s tasnk
in compiling the infomation *-eceived - Governmenta ahould e requested to
supply 1nformation concerning all cho.ngres as they occurrefl, but she did not _
think the Secv‘eta.riat coulu be aslred, to do more than prepare an annual report
incor_pora.ting those cha.nges. Tho Comiseion’a decision on the ouestion nead not
form the sub:xect of a resolution, 11: could simply be 1neerted into the rOport.

Mrs, KHOURY (Leba.non) 3oinec1 m cemmendinc the oecretaria.t :f.‘or its
vork in preparing the documents, a.nd emeaseo regret that her government had not
yot sent in roplies to the queetimna. Ire, a.dding that it would do so a8 Bo0n &8 -
peussible, She pointed out that’ “her country, although a smll end comvaratively
new nation, followod a progreusive policy with reapect to women 8 rights, yomen
in Lebanon were well repraoented in the diplomatic servir-e and there were
married women in both the civil servica and the foreig;n service.- ' )

She endorsed the Chairman's sug{goetion that the .secretariat should
publish an e.nnua.l report ehowing the prOgrees made in all countries 3, in additi,on
sho hoped that a complete revised report could be publiahed every’ five or ten
yeare.

Mise FEIETIER (Netherlends) recallod that the quoationna.ire bad -
included & quest on a.e to whother marriage wes a bar to a.ppoin'hment to or con- 4
tinuation-in public office, her Govermnent’a oomnente in that respect ‘had not .
been included Iin the report. Sle explained that in the Netherlands & married
| woman coulrl not be appointed to public ou‘ice unless she was forty-five years of
' age, or in special ciroumstances, She requoe tod the Secretariat to edd that -
information to the relevant section_. of the ducuzgent.

Mrs. GOIDMAN (United States of America) expressed her Govermusat's
appreciation of the analgses provided by the Secretary-General o the atatus andm,
treo.tment of women under public law, and sa1d she thought the extent -of response/
govermnenta to the Secro‘baryoGemml's questionmirea was encoura.giné%- '

/I'he ammea
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'I‘he ane.lyees pnt ferwa,rd by the Secretary-cehere.l on the situation of
women in public servicee and functione (E/CN 6/158) civil libertiee ;er vomen
(B/ox 6/157) and fisce.l lais e,s 'bhey a“fect vomen “(E/oN 6/1)6) were baded' on
replies received from governmente a.s far back as 19&7, and. she agi'eed with the
representative of Ind.ia. the.t. they were therefore not quite up to date . They
retlected a wide range of vavia‘bion a.mong na.tioml Javs relating to wemen g
righ‘ts. The stud:(ee cempleted the e.nalysis ‘of Pa.rt I (Public Ie,w) of the
| Economic and SOcial council ques’cionnaire on the 1e@1 statis and treatment ‘of
women, ’a.tuhorized ‘oy the Ceunoil in 1gk6, Previoue ‘sections had been amlyeed

in previous years.

y . She theught ‘that, instead of the comparative form used for the anslyses,
e the general reader might find a. narrative fom mere intereeting. e.nd. would be
nore likely to stimula.te local aetien. .

. At leaet thirty«five cenntriee ma replied to each eection of the
questioﬁﬁalre. The greatest varie.tien neted e.mong gevernments cencerned the '
peeition of women in’ relaticm te civil service gosts. Diecriminatien a.geinst
_ma.rried women was. noted. 1n mny ceuntries ecm:etimes ag & result of custem '

. rather 'bhe.n legal ‘oare. ‘I*here were var:tatiene 1n pensien eveteme and a.llowances ,
for children , While the fact that women ueually 11ved longe¥ than men affected '
annuity benefits in mome cases, though there seemed to be' no actuel dte-
orimination’ in: that reepec’o. The United S'ba.tee however, he.d. removed that
difference, '. p g 3 waa m.ore usual to pey family a.llowances to the father than to
the mother, and while widowe received pensions as a reeult of ‘bheir huebend'

d employment in clvil eervice widewers rer*eived them only when 1t could 'be ;oroved
| ‘bhe:b “they were dependent en their wivee' ee.rninge . United Statee legielation
‘provztded also "er pensions for dependent ‘supvivors of‘ i’eme.le civil semete.

Wi‘bh respect to- mte.mity benef’ita for womén- civil eerVants 'bhe ’
‘,United Sta.tes Imd reported the,t the reguler a.nnual and siek lee.ve provisione in
the 6ivil serviee eystem might ’be e.;ppiied in’ the case of wemen needing T
matemiby :Leave. i That permitted e.djuetment to 1ndividual requirements 5 which
: miea 'widely according to the ,job e.nd ﬁhe pe*eon concerned, Some countriea

: /She"-féaia
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She said that ehe would like scme turt.her details vith regerd to
- forced or conscripted J.ahour Whi.ls 1t was reported that women me,!;b de
‘required to perform forced labour in aome countriee ¥ it vas osvﬂ ous t‘at t.he
« expresslon had not been definetl 1n ‘the aame way throughout. Some cox.ntnes;,: -
for instancs, lieted civil dei‘ence under that heading, but 1t ves not clear
-whether. that was limited to war time ‘
: The report on omen in public services ancl functione (E/CN.6/158)
a.lso included a secticd on Jury, earvice 7 from which 1t appeared that On-LY a
. dmited number of countrioe used the Jury eystem. Wmen'e eligibi)ity wae
limited in that respect 'both 'by custom and legal provieicna.
. . The queation of equal pay for, women, ‘vhich appeamo. in 81l phases of
the report on wanen in public servicea and. fxmctiona ’- "had produced ccxnmenta
‘which would aleo be relevent to the work of the; ILO The analyeis was i
naceeaa.rih umited and the Secremry-»ceneral ahould be asked to ma.ke
,-available to the IID the original replies 1n relation o pay syetems. Some
3 countriee thich exerciaed diecriminatim 1n thnt respect were revisine tbeir
lavs, 0 that 1t was not_just to base any generalization an ‘the rePOrtB- Their
valus, in fact, lay in ra.ieing questions of principle and the need for change
rather than in proving any given distincticn.

‘ PO?OVA (Unicn of Soviet Socialiat Republice) agreed that t.be

right of. wamen t.o choose their occupations and prof‘easiona on &n equ&l '03919

. with men was a. question o:t’ fundamental 1mportance which ghould be ‘fully _

discussed by tho Commiesion. The abllity of women to exerciea thet fundemental

right, however, wag largely dependent upon the creation o the proper 83591‘31

. conditiong. vithin each Sta‘oe ,.80d upon each’ govemn:snt'e providina for tha

‘basic neods of the poople for housing, macainery, and other necessitiea. D

 Moreover, there could be no true equality between men end wouen in countries - "
. where largo masees oi’ the popula.tion were. etill deprived of &\V civil righte. |

The racial d.iacriminatim existing :1n such countrias aa t?'e United Sta.tea of .
America and the Union of Sonth Atrica was well known, . in nome countriea the
" , eituatiou vas aggravated by, the exiatenée of J.aws perpetuatine B“W diacrm’mﬁc

The replies aubmit’oed by tho governments to, the Secrota.riat's S

questicnnaire offered many exemples of diacriminaticn against.vomen. In ’
Bélivia, & woman could not appear before & court without the approvel of her

husband, except in penal caaes, virtually the same- aimtim m:fisﬁed in the
on
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Union of South Afrids. .In many. states ‘of the United States of America; 5 amt
in Cenada and Australia, wom.en vere bared’fram ‘holding high poats in the "
Judiciary. Ge*t&in posts were closed +0 marrisd women in the United Kingdan
and other eovntriee. The conditions ravesled by the replies to- the ‘
questicxmaire led to ‘the -inference that meny womsn in-such countriea mdou‘btedly
chose not 1o merry in order not to lose their posts. " S B R
It was the responsibility. of each government to provide ‘o)xe necessary
livipg and working conditiong == such &s -equal pay for aqual work, eocial and
unemployment. ingurance, pald leave, matemity loave and nuraing’ care --in order
to: enable women to avail thomeelves. of their fundamentdl right to & hseful and
heppy life on encequal tou’ting with.men, ‘I{ was clear that such conditiona
did ng;b{ exist in most countries. There’ wae no proviaion for campulsory
maternity leave in the United States’ of America;’ indeed women in gowrnment
poste. could tak,a such lecve only &8 regulsr annual or 'sick J.eave ‘or leave "
- iwithout pays .In Mexico, maternlfy leava coulrl ha grarteé. for three monthe 'before
confinement, but aub.}eot. to certain raat»riotwna. I'x Graece wcmen ceuld reoeiw‘
' 'penaions only &fter fifteen yearg' gervice, In other countries where no :
’ 'legislatrfe obstacles existed women 's-activities vore neverthelesa sub.ject ‘bo
practical restrictions, In the Union of South Africa there were no women in
logal. posts. and fov in: cultural poste;” 1t muet be inferred 'ohat no qualified ‘
 women. wa;‘a £ be- found: to £111 such posts, - In Cendds; wcmen “ould not be ce.lled
upon tor Jury: dutys. in Gua.tema.la., although Jury daty’ ves parmit’oed for vomen,
no woman had ever been elected foremen of a Jury. '
In the Union of Soviet Scclalist Repz.blics ’ equali’cy f nen and women
vas gqamnteed. by the Conptituticn; sad the full axercise of’ women 's’ righ‘ba wae L
safeguarded by -lew.and by .the:'estadblishment of ‘the’ requisite J.iving and working ‘
conditxons. WOmen enjoyed full civil’ rights > “dnd no discrimina’oion was practisedf
w:lth regard to: appointment to any type of post.” The pen&l cod.a was applicable
eque..u:g to.men and womep - although it included certatd’ prnviaions for tha .
protectio;z ot women and. ghildren. There -Was -equal D&y for equal woz-k in all .
#1015 Of etiVity.: Morsover, the lsbout tods iholudéd meny proviaions rorr 'tne
protection of motherhood .Buch as rbetx‘iotim of employmant\ ot" iomon m
occupaticns which might be harmful to their health and provision for apecific
rest periods 'aefore fmd gft«er confinement and. for nursing mothers. Eknployars

fwere forbidden

s it N
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were for'biddan to diemiss & women emp oyéé i’rom hor:post within s certain. |
period of ti,me 'before or aft.er her confinement or to. dismisa a woman employbﬁ
having & child under ene yae.r of age except Ln apecial circumstancesg S e

M8, Popo%:a. pointed. out tnat snch conditions ensured uy tha .
government,. made- the women of her coilntry mere productive im all fields of
rationel life.

, . Mre, TSALDARIS (Greaca) said that ‘women in Greece, vere adndtted’ to
Public éervicea end offices except thoae from which they wera deoarred by law._
| Thus, Vﬁmn dia. not. h&vo access to, ‘bne army, except 1n the oase ef nursea. It:‘
was not the cuetm for wamen to ente t.ua clergy. As a general rule : cmen did
not enter ’Ghe adminiatrauva aervicea bu‘o 2 decreo 1&w had Jus‘o bean ratified

vhich would make women eligi\:le to ger ve ag’ m&yor or ‘town co..ncillor-_ Wemen
d1d.nct ha.ve acceee o the 3udic*arv and the’ ei“oxmvl cozon bocause appointment

to suoh postg wau mba»*or. o the; requicemema o,i mi 1'arv sezvice. - The appointment

of women %o pocta in tao Juwenilo. d.e.z*.mmnoy conrts, aud of women lnwyors R
Judgod, “had: recently been proposod.

- fn all oapos ¥heve women wers admibied to publlo Sorvices and functions .
1% was on an equal rooting with mon, end me.rwaé)o co“s*imted no obatacl.e to

admiesion. -

Raferring to Chapter 1, gueatica 5 of document. E/CN 6/158: Are thers .
eivil eerviae positions to which only women are eugim.az,she 1ndica.ted that q
the poeition of head of the nureing.section in the Ministry of Heelth vas open -
oly to wcmen.

Mrs._ MEPEROS ds GONZAI,EZ (Cu’ba) stated. that in her country the new -
COnstitution intfoducod in Jgho established the prinoiple of equal righta tor
men and woman, and. th&t Pl‘inciplo had boeu implemented m all reepecta in W
the’ politica.l and civic fielda._ Thera vag, howaver, etill roon for ‘prOSI'NB:
and as 1¢ was very 1mportan'c 1n'the.t ccnnexion to ha.ve a legal hacksround, elo

felt the Commieaion should concentmte on that aapect. It might, for emeJOo
study thﬂ 90531’9111'&3 Of a cmvention along ths ‘lines of the Bogots Cmvmtim
’whioh wo\u,d. apmser egual righ’os fcr men and’ womsn thx'oughout the world. o

[Sous . 25 per cent -
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Sums 25 peiv eeﬁvof tbe peramae‘t the_eonsular se‘rviae was’ compoaed
Vatwfm ‘and - ¢.£9 par Pt of tha diplomatib sem ce. Entrance to t&wse aerviqea .
vag by svenial ammtiox% a.wd. the mnn‘bér Gf w'mm being aamithl w28, etead.ilv
1ne£eaeing¢ S@ma 35,:’300 wcmem wera amployed in a‘l,e ‘!ca.l poaxts .wzc{er the.-
gcverimeat and . abcut 27,000 “women had entered: nha pros"essinml £1 sld, ‘Less
Progress: Tdd been made in the poutioal ﬁe}.d oy oru.y 2403 percen& of 10&135-.1 :
. lativs pcsﬁsicns irera he.,.d ‘by wmen - 'but thab mclu,d.ed ecma important postq 1:1
the culturél and social aorvicos.

Miss BERI!ARDI ‘Dﬁmimcar Pepublic) pald tha USSR mp“esantative had
3P983:ent13 nﬂsmknn tue fme‘l'ium v*‘ fhe Comj.naim Sho appeuled to Mrgs Popova:

- to chango lier te.cties am a.*"i’emp’c to enccmra,ge the g;eve"opmem of vomsn’a ri.ghts
instead of uamg the cmasimn a.s a fcznm :Ccr sggrsssive oriticienm of. countriea Ho
in whwh Women 414 Doy en.joy ‘th sama ﬂgue e;a 43, %w UESRa

'I.‘Iie }ﬁapa.eom“ Code, on whish her cqrm’m Sey. «»i c!,s:&.at:l,on vas. basod, had: -

besn "reaotiomr* ‘and “the cwu Gode of the, poﬁmm. Ropublis had thersfore.. . -1

roqnirad ad:aptatim. ML,ch harl hmmver bosa da‘ ,:; thay dimatien when ‘the. ctvil

Code had boen| reﬁsed in .asits. Mcreav;;r, her country had signed end ratifisd the

Boga’m. eonvantm
' Admitﬁng that much re:aa.;zed t0 e duwo 1R hox om peuntry and’ ma:v

other Latin Amevican eou..*'r..ee ’ she expmssed. her wijingﬁpas to meept
atimﬂhtion am smouragemmt fmm the Commission,. while xplecting harsh 9r1~t1oia:hf
auqh as tbat of the USSR raprosentative.

Mise mm;c... umaxm (Me:uco) eald that. 1n her cou.n'bry no: mstnctiens
Vere impoaed. an tha helding of- public funeticns by wewen and the latter oecupied
some positions of great Tesponsibility,. pariionlarly iz the field of social
¥elfares In t.he diplomatic and consula.r aervic.es and in the field of: oducatioa
women held some of tha highaet positions, _No.resirictions vere placed on the
exercise by wemen of any profepsion, . and ma,z’z’ia.ga was no obstacls to the- holaing

of sy ;mat.. B

/e oiviy
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The 01vil Ccd,e cra.nted vcmen the sam.a righ‘ca, a.nthoriw m pre,m@m
in- tho home as znan a.nd tha onl,v dietincts.oaa ‘made be‘.men the two eszes waro for
vomern's protocnono Women Were entitled o equal pay Ior~ oqua.s vork, and. a

spscia.l gova'rment dape.rtnen‘c had “been aete.bnahad to protect, the m‘mm or-
vorkim wcmen and ohildren.

< T
[t

....

vcmer. ware considored ae citizeua 'but thé:!.r politioal rights wera limit»d m
“mnieipal affairs. The question of the grent of mn po.,i'bical righte \me,
however, being ccmsidared by the Mexican Gavernment..

Mre. cum (Imti) oaid that m 1820 the Censtifution of. her eountry
- pad’ roeognized thae woren vero eapab.le of playing 8 ‘pert in oivil a.ﬁ‘aira, ‘t
tbn.t it vag only” in 1538 that ﬁ.l,l civil rishta had besn gran*bed to. vomom
' Wcmn ha.d mditionauy remimd at heme 1n her. count:v but in roaant

years Fhore Had bean nn mcreasing 'bandancy rcr women to take up otﬁca vork
toaohlié' 'Some \mnwn hacl enterod tha’ diplom 1c se?vioa énd an increaaing mmbe::
’irara mining £6v the profossiuns, althou.gh womsn had not yet. been muy accaPtOd
ﬁs 1AWgerss  But theve were a number of wemen doe‘bora a.nd. women chamists. B

/ wmn he.d t.he right to diapose freoly or thoir ea.]a.ry er wagas., Thev
nad a’%fght 't & pensicn. They vero entit..ed to aiek e.nd waserni ty. 1eave; - and
m@ vaa "' ebsta.ole to. tho holding or a posi.tion. .
JedAT Y ‘Theg wopa, “Heb. yet 5510740 pra.ctico Iav bece.uaa mf 1oc@1 conditicnﬂr ;

mte ve:e qﬂ.&te 8 nmn‘ber of. women dootora ané. bhazmoists.

Tho- mookine Fost ab 6.
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