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SFECIAL COMYITTEE ON REFUGDES Al\TD DISPL&CED PERSONS

FiCT-FINDING SUB-CCOMMITTEE
T

STATEMZNT. BY THE COLOMBIAN DELEGATION

TMMIGRATION INTO COLOMBIA

it the request of working party s of Sub~Ccmmittee No. 1
(Fact-Finding), the Colombian delegatioh submits the following
informaticn on the general conditions in which tha\gplombian‘government
would be prcpared'to co~operate in the solution of thenprblem of

‘ refugees and displaced persons at present in kuropean countries.

Colombia is fully disposed to co-operate in the solution of this
probiem. sccordingly, the Government offers ample facilities as
regards labour conditicans.to certain categorics of immigrants able to
assist in the developmcnf of the different branches of the national
gconomy. Thus, the Colombian government would be prepéred'to welcome
a steady flow of immigrants cngaged in activities connected with the

‘ producticn of wealth, such as industrial technicians, ﬁechanics,

!

fishermen, cngincers, agricultural workers, fruit growers,

¢ ’

horticulturists, livestock brceders, mariners, irdustrialists and
decmestic servants, who, in the prescnt phase of rapid expansion in
Cdlumbia, would have great prospects of success.
We must, however, point out>to‘the Sub—Comﬁittee:—
1. that the Colombian economic system is based on private
enterprise, which therefore supplics cmployment to labour;
2, that those persons who have already expréssed their
willingness to emplq} in Colombia the c<nergy and gkill of

refugees of the above-mentioned categories have foretold of
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their preference for persons of the €#atholic faith, which

means that persons of this faith would heve better immediate

prosvects’ of success;

3. that Colombia does noi_at presgent wish'to réceive

persbné whose:sole activﬁty is t?ade;

ﬁ. that Colombia cannot roceive‘imﬁigrants who are unaﬁle

to give satisfactory evidence of their intention to settle

permanently in the country; |

5. that immigrants wishing to acquire land must seek 1t in

loleyiﬁg and hot areas of a tropical character, éince

practically =1l landat & higher altitude with a cold or
tomperate climate ig already occupied and colonized by

Colombian nationals;

6. that the Colombian government reserves the right to

determine through'its various €onsuls whether the requisite

qualificafions for admission are present in eaéh individual
case.

With regard to the financlal aspect of immigration, the
Colambian goverrment offers exemé%ion from the immigration deposit
required of voluntary lmmigrants, but it would not be in a
position to contribute to expenses, nor could’it provide transport
for those persong wishing to £ind & new home in Colombia or to

make it their new country. ‘
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