
--- - ---------------

United Nations 

ECONOMIC 
AND 

SOCIAL COUNCll.. 

Nations Unies 

CONSEU.. 
ECONOMIQUE 
ET SOCIAL 

L ONDON 
:E:/REF/Fh.CT-FINDING/26 
1 3 l\·Iay 1 946 
ENGLISH 
ORIGIN.L J..: FRENCH 

SPECI1:L COI~vliTTEE ON r:EFUGEES ;·Jill DISPL.;.CED PERSONS 

StrB-CQ}oifliiTTEE ON DEFINI'riONS 

I .desire t o go direct t o the objects of para graph 5 of our pl an of 

work, namely: "to obt a in data regarding p ossib ilitie s of resettlement 

and, in particular, t o a scerta in from c ountries in a position t o receive , 

immigrants appr oximately what nu.rnbers - if possible, what · proportion of 

the t ot a l - ea ch c ountry wa s likely to be willing t o receive." 

~ut, if you wili allow me, I will first t a ke this Ollportunity of 

stressing certain ge ner a l aspects peculiar t o Brazil, without, however, 

'departing from the question of the r e s e ttlement of refugees and displaced 

pers ons. I believe , gentlemen, that Brazil can g ive material help and 

efficient c o- oper a tion in the s olution of that side of the problem with 

whic h w~) are c onc erned, and he l p t o achieve thos e humanitarian results 

which we seek, namely, t he r elie f of the sufferings ·of all those 

unfortuna t e: p e opl e who pre f er t o s eek a new homeland a s a means of 

escap ing t he difficultie s with which the war ha s faced them • 

. :.bov e a ll, Br a zil viishes t o receive on her :territory a large number 

of r e fugees and displaced pers ons. She fulfils a ll the requisite 

c onditions: firstly, a territ ory a s large a s Europe or a s tha t of our 

gr eat sister-na tion, the Unit ed Sta t es of ~~e!ica , whose example is our 

'J?est insp ira tion; se c ondly, a c ountry where every climate is f ound, 
\ 

except the extremes · of heat . and c ol cl; · and finally, a sparse population, 

which slows up the devel opment of our res ources. 
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In truth, vre need to people the va cancies in our vast SJ?aces, 

which a r e s till under-populated. But in receiving i:inmigrants we must 

obey the J,essons of out ex l-'erienc e of over a c entury, during which, as 
r 

you are a·ware, -;re have already t a ken in nearly 5 , 000 , 000 immigrants 

a s mall fi gure 'Nhen one recalls that the United Stat e.s absorbed more 

I 

t:b..an 40, 000 ,000 <ihuring t lce same period . Thi s experienc e prompts us, 

in the first ple .. c e , to seek e l ements ';~;hich can be assimila t ed to our 

ethical, e conomit.- and socia l conditions. i.7e do not 'vr.i.sh to f a ll again 

into the error of aind_ tting, for exampl e, Japanese, Ytho proved 

incapable of ass imilation, no.t to mention other drawbacks v1hich I 

have no need to reca~l. \fe ,;ish r a ther to strengthen the European 

element in our ancestry a ft er ;na.king as careful a se l ection as possible. 

This is the first conii tion which must be laid dm·m by Br azil, a ney.,r 

cou..11try ·;;hich has a lready c,n honourabl e and vorthy iJast, but vlhich 

has a futur•;; full of s t ill greater p romise . Brazil nishes the 

n ey;corners t o be able to intezro.te a nd assimila t e the:msclves and to 

blend fully - .j_ th '"- nation \ihich i s proud o f h e r contribution to 

western ci vili:::;a tion. 

In t he second p l ace , among t ;1ose 'iho, of their o·im. free Yr.i.ll, 

'Nish to join her na tioD'-'-1 comT',uni.ty, Bra zil has a pr e f er ence for 

a griculturists and technicicms in ;::;eneral , ··Hhom s h e r eally n eeds -

agricultura l ;-;orkers of _;_ll branches and the industria l teclmicians 

who are so ne cessary for h er clevelopm.:mt . Worke :r::s wishing to settle 

in the tovms a r e not desir ed in our countr-y. 

Br azil is a l s.o .. --..nxious to prot ect _ the no.tiona l v-<orker against 

possible competition; but in vi e:;i of the rise in production, both 

agricultural and indus trial, there i s p l enty of room for many 

imrnigrants by the side cf Br azilians , provided that the conditions I 

have just enumemt ed :,r e a ccepted. 
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In this connection, I should like to give you a few extracts 

from a speech made a ~ew days ago by· our Minister of External 

Relations, Ambassai_or J oao Neves, whb is also one of the highest 
I . 

authorities on B::.~azilian probleinB. In this speech, made tJ the 

CcM1ci]. of Inn i grat:!. on and Colonization} M. Joao Neves clt.arly 
I 

ah01-rs t:r.at Pres ~c.e:r;rt. :Dutra 1s GovernmEmt, after the period Jf 

restric-tion in~po~ed [)~ the w~, ·from whi.ch Brazil, like otlwr 

'imm.t'gration cou):l_t::ries, suffered, and which made it necessary to 

limit the entry of foreign workers, intends to f ollow a new 

inmrl.gration policy. This immigl'ation policy; which is in course of 

definit.ion, cannot fail t o widen the scope of the help which Brazil 

can and vrill give in the s olution of this great problem of directing 

refugees t owards tho New vTorld. 

I slmll l1o very Glad to furnish any detai ls and practical 

lnfom at ion which rr..ay be us~ful t o tho :promotion of our work. 

Althouc;h I a.Jn not a t s c:hni cian in the matter, I have assiduously-

studie<l these :problerns f or years, and personally I s hould bo happy 

t o make my modest contribution. 

I will now r ead you tho document of which I spoke just now, 

wlli ch is wri ti;on in Eng]. ish. 

The State of Sao Paulo, according t o this communication of its 

Secretrt.riat. of Agriculture · dated (,ctober last, is ready to grant 

first-class arable land to immigrants who possess funds. If they 

ar.-:> :profesoional farmers, the cost of the land will be repayable as 

and. ,.,-hon ·~he i:nm:ligrant is able t o earn profits from his work. The 

C.JvernTT'.ent will undertake to provide him with technical assistnnce, 

medical attention and schools for his children. The immigrant 

farmer mdY also be givon financia+ assistance. Specialized 

i nd1:ls t J::ial -workers will be assigned work p.cc ording t o their trades 

and wi l l r .. l so r e ceive State as sistance , s uch a s a gu~JXanteed 

salar y and. :regulu.r emplo~y:ment . 
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The foregoing is the information furnished . a little Yvhile 

ago by the Secretariat of hgriculture of Sa o Paulo at the 

Labour Conference which HUS recently held in Paris. 

These, gentlemen: are the details y;hich I cn.n give you of 

the possibilities n.nd of Brazil's desire to receive a large 

number of refugees. 1Viy country will be gratified to n.bsorb 

as large a number of them a s possible. 


