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The J~ustralian Government have been ever ready to recogru se 

their responsibilities in respect of the needs of refugees and are 

sympathetic in i;heir consideration of. the problems associated with 

disp~aced persons generally. 

At the Evian Conference in 1938, Australia agreed to accept a 

quota of refugees from Europe and until the inflow was stopped by 

the outbreak of war, approxi.r,1ately 7 ,~ooo refugees had been granted 

asylum in our country. 

Encouraged largel./ by a dec·lara tion of the Government' s 

-

policy on.naturalization, the refugees who entered Australia in the 

years immediately preceding the co1nmencement of hostilities have 

been alm~st entirely absorbed into the community. J,s a result of 

this settlement, numbqrs of applications have been lodged for the 

a&nission of close relatives now. in European countries, who come 

'<vi thin. the categories of displaced persons and refugees. Permits 

·have al+eady been issued in respect of appromimately 4,000 nominees 

in thd~e clas_§)es. 

Although few, if any, of the nominees >vill be able to obtain 

transport to Lus tralia ,-v:i_ thin -che nex.t 1 2 man ths, it is evident, 

nevertheless, that Lustralia is already making a practical contribution 

to the re-se-ctlement of these people. 

The i~us tralian Government have decided to embark on o. vigorous 
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migration scher::.e , L tars;e t fi gur e of 70,000 migrants a y e ar has 

beeri s e t and it is intended tho. t a proportion of other than British 

subjects ·will l)e included in the lJChem~· ~ It Will not oo·: :practic...ab.le 

~ however, for selected migrants to trave l to l·~ustralia until our 

obliga tions "to those people who are entitl ed td rank for priority 

have been r.iet, r:..nd. shipping has been restored to near-normal. 

It vvill be upwards perhaps, of hvo years, before the way is clear 

to facilit ate the transport and entry of non-British Europeans to 

Austrab.a . 

The e conomic si tun. tion in }~.us tralia must also b e co_nsidered 

be fore any l a r ge-scale itntrtigr a tion plan can b e put into operation. 

It is essenti al t hat Lustr6.lian ex-Servicemen and wome n and those who 

were engaged in war-time activitie s should b e satisfactorily r e-

habilitated b efore nev~ settle rs a re encouraged. The l ag in national 

housing ;nust a lso be overtaken cilld additional house s provided to 

meet t he demands of the increa~ing popula tion • 

.i.us t ralia is a country r equiring a much larger population and 

new healthy citizens , de t e rmined t o become good Australians by 

adoption, will b e Yrelcomed . The liustrali.an Government will not 

hovvever, ini tia t c o.ny b:rge-sca l e plan of imrnigra tion unless it is 

possible , vri thin · reasonable limits to ensur e the e conomic future 

of intcmding mi grtmts, a..tJ.d to mee t t he obligations to our conununi ty 

as outlined i n the pr e c eding paragraph. 

I a s s ure: you t hat the Australian Government are mindful of 

their obligations to approach this subject from a humanitarian point 

of view} and will ne ver be found l acking in this respect. The 

Government are fully apprecia ti vo also of the needs of these people. 
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·For tho p r e sent however , it i s regre tt~d ' that we arc no~ in a 

positi on t o i ndica t e >vhat pr oportion of t he total nur,1ber of 

r efugees we would be prepar ed t o accep t as new settlers in our 

country. ; .. part from the considerations ou tlinod above , we 

·would r equire inforrr.a tion .s.s to the appr oximat e nuinbcrs of t he se 

people; their loc a tion; state of health; occupation; age groups 

e tc.' s o tho. t we c oul d n.ssess their .suitability for s e ttlement 

in Jcustral i 2- , having in mind the standard of living which we 

would wish them to share vri th our o·an peopl e . 


