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Mr.s. J. Street 
Mrs. E. Uraloya 

Mrs. W ~ S. Neiv 
Nrs~ B. Be,::;trup 
Miss Sara Bnsterr~chea 
Ivi:rs. N. Po1JoVa 
'Niss 1>1. Su'ther~nd<J 
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(Australia) 
(Byelorussian Sovie-t Social.iot . 

Republic) 
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( :Penm."U•k) 
( Gu.a temala) ·. 
(Union of Soviet Socialist Republica) 
(United Kin~dolti) · · 
(United, Stat0s of America) 

' . !''' 

. Representative of Specialized Agency: 
. - . . '· . 

Mrs. E. ~ave (~0) 

Consultants. of Non-Governmental Orca.nizc,tions: 

Miss Sender 
Nrs. Fuhrma.n 

l!lr. Stanczyk 

Miss E. Bowerman 

(AF of L) 
(ICA) 

(Repr'ese:htati ve ·of ·the ·Assistant 
Secretary-General for Social Aff~l.irs) 

(Secretary of the Commission) 

Hr. STANQZYK, representative of the Assistant Eecretary-General for 
• ' • ' ~ I 

Social Affairs, welcomed the members of the Co!l'iillinsion. He pointed out the 
I ',' ' ' ' . o o ' 

Cornmission' s important task of presenting to the Council recommendations 

and :eports on questions relating to \-!Omen's rights in political, economic, 

social and educational fields. 

. . Hhile enjoyinG full equul1 ty in the family circle, vromon were denied 

for centuries the right of full participation in the economic, politic::1.l 

ancl educational life of soc.iety. lvluch pr?gress h8.d been achieved in the 

/fight for 
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fic;ht for women•s rights, but there uere still large areas ivhere the position 

of \·loplen had to b.e improved. 

In building up the struct~lre of the United Nations, one should not 

forcet "vrotnen' s contribution to international co-operation and understandinc. 

It vas they i'l'ho attempted. to ease and correct, especial}J' in times of ifa:r, 

the inJustices and inequalities brought about in mo~t cases by men. DurinG 

the 1-rar women justified, by -~heir readiness to defend fl~eedom and justice, 

their precedessars uho had struggled against discriminatory laws and age .. old 

prejudi~es. 

Women~ s rights, set forth in the Preamble and J\rticle j. of' the United 

Nations Charter, received prominenQ!-3 when the ;Brazi7-ien delegation proposed 

that the Economic and Social Council should set up e. Commission of women 

to study their political status. Jn May 1946 the Nltclear Commission met 

to discuss the f1..mdamental principles, the scope and the programme of imrk 

of such a· Commission. The members otated that democracy we.s the only social 

order in which vlOmen cou;t.d enjoy full rights as human beings; that freedom 

end equality 1-rere essential to human :leveJopment and that the well-being 

and -progress of sooiety depended upon the C.eyelopment of the full 

personality of men and 1-1omen mm.re of their responsibilities. 

The Sub ... Commission submitted to the Commission on Ruman Rights a report 

su13cesting future policies and a \Wrl~ing programme; it was nmr for the 

Commission on the Status of Homen to study that report, 

}:k-my communications had been received from international and 

non .. governroental organitations of '\-romen, among them the Inter-American 

Commission of Women, offering support and co-operation, The Commission ,.,ould 

ha.ve to consider vmys of utilizing the assistance of those orgro1izations~ It 

also had at its diS'{?oaal the .resources of the appropriate departw..ez:tts of 

the United Nations Secretariat rold could avail itself of the co-operation of 

specialized agenqies • . 
. ' . ; 

The attair..ment of political equality for -.;ramen vras of primary . . 
importance~ FoflovTing a recommendation by the Sub-Commission, the General 

Assembly adopted a resolution recommending that all Members States that 
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had not' alree.dy done so, .. :sho:Uld· grant· to· .wonum 'equ.al .polit;ice.l. r:tc;hts vith 

me~;. •. The recomrnende.tion hall been cotnmunicated to. Members:. Govermnents,.end, 

1rhich 'vas the · Coron~tJsion c:,s goaL · ·· ·· · . '.; · ~ . 

. There '-1ere, however; ma:n;r :Lmmeidiate prob1ems .. relatil'l..g to ·.the 

·Mr •. STAHCZYK:concli.ided by.stating that the Commission.had a greet 

res?onsibility snd challenge •. before it, to speed the ·releas~. of the .enGrgy 

of the women of the world and thus to contribute :to the comr.1on ends .of -l.::he 

United Nations. 

Election of Chairman 

Hiss KE!II'YON (United States of America) proposed Miss SUTHERLAND. (United 

Kine;dom) for Chairrna.h. . . 

Mrs.· ~T.REET (Australia} proposed ,tvirs. BEGTRUP (renmark) for Cha;irme..11. 

~ll's. STRE:ET stt.es.sed the need for .continuity -vrhich she felt could · be 

achieved by electing Mrs. :Segtrup >vho was the forJncr Chairman of the 

Nuc.lecw.· Sub ... Commission. 

}'Irs. POPOVA (Union of Soviet Socialist._.Ropuplics) supported the 

candide.ture of Mrs. Begtrup. 

H-rs. 1JRALOVA (Byelorrusi:.m Soviet Socialist Republic} alco suppopted . 

. the nomination of Mrs. ~egtrup. . 

Ivirs. ~\-! (China), as .a fol·mer, l.Jiember. of the lll'nclectX Sub-Commis~io~, 

a·ppreciated Mrs. B_egtrupts vork, qut felt that a ne1-r. leader 13hould ""pp:caise 

the foundations laid by the Chdrman of: the I'ilcclear . Sub-Commj_q~ion. 

: Mr. S_TANCZYK (Secretariat) pointed out that only_ eight rue~'Qers· were 

presont nncl >'londered vrhother the Commiosion might .not prefer to · po,~tl)One 

the .election of officers .until :the next mecti113. - ~ ·. ·, 

After some discussion of Mr • . STAI\TCZYK' s aucc;es·ti<:m, . t.lle Conuniq~ion 

c1eci0.ed, by five votes to three, to proceed. -to .the,_ e;l.·::!c'Pions · at .. Q/.'lCe. 

Hiss KENYON (Un~ted States of America) s'poke in sup·Qort of 

Hies Suther;Land. 

/The Corr.:nission 
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. . . .. ~·: . ~ : . . . . (' . . ' 
I~s. Be'gtrup; Chairma.n. · ' 

· : .. · ·~rra~,.BEGnUP (De~trlc) took'':·t'l1e ·chai~. · She' t'h~nked the c6mrii:fsslon and 

poi:.lted out the CorJtnission's grec,.t respons:i.bi-li'-ties. :·. Ph€/teport''under ;the 

Connnission t s ~oonside~ation could' ''be · ifui)r6ved1 yeti. she h~·ped that' its main 

l1oints vould be preserved. Collaboration among "t-romen ,,m.s imp6i·tant, in its 
., . . . . . . f. . . . . . . 

effect on peace~- · She hope C. ·that the ' Commission's ~-ro:rk would proceed as 

·=". 

·}~ lection of Vice-Chairmz .. n 

N:rs. URALOVA (By0lo:russian Soviet Social.tst Republic) prdposed' 

·.r.-1rs. STREET (Australia) for Vice•Chairman in vievr ot her pa:st.~ experierice 

and hndarstand1I1..g :of . the problema of women. 

N:ro • .r-JEW (China) felt that a represent~.tive of a. :Latin .Anleric~n country 

should be ·eiectea' :cmd p:rc)·;~o.sod Mrs. WOON .(Nexico). for Yi~e-Chail~lna'na 

. Mit3s SuTIIERI.AliD (u'nft~d Kingdom) ali~ed ~vith Mrs. New ~,nd suppol"te.d: 

the Iiomination. of M~s. I.ec.on~ • ~ .... 1 t . • 

Mrs. IlJIDTRUP (Denmark) s~pportcd the nom;l.natfon of Mrs. ·'street .. 

·' ~Thed61Y'.inissiorl ~i6~teci~ by EJecret ballot' by five votes. to tlu:oee, 

Hrs .. Street, Vice -Chairman • 

. ~j:ett~on of Rapporteur . " ~ . . . . 

Mrs. SUTHERLAJ:.i'D (United Kingdom) propos.ed I·trs·. NEH' fat :iie.pworteUl< She 

l'fu..Jlear Commission'.. .· .. 

litrs~ ·:sEGTRUP · (Demncr l:.:) n6inir~ated ~-Jrs. Uralova· •~ · 

ncimiiili:ticn of Y.r~. Ural ova.. · .. · 

Tho Commi ssion elected./ by · secret ballot; by· six ·votes to two, · ·· 

" .·. 

~ 

,. _ The meetir.g rOsS :;t 1 p .m~ -~ 


