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Reproseﬁtative of Spe¢iallzed Agancy'

MI‘S. Ee BOW@

(T0)

Consultants of Non-Governmental Organizations:

Migs Sendex
Mrs. Fuhrman

Mr. Stanczyk

Migs E. Bowerman

I\’L’f .

SOGL&l Affairs, welcomed the members of the Commitsion.

(AR of L)
(ICA)

(Reprosentative of -the - -Assistant
uecratary-uenoral for oociol Affairs)

(Secretary of the Commis sion)

°TANCZXK, representative of the Assistamt Secretary-General for

He rointed out the

Commlcsion's 1mportant tesk of presenuing to the Council recommendationa

and reports on guestions relating to Vomen's rights in polith&l, econonic,

soclal and eduﬂational fleldu.

While enjoylng full eauality in the femily clrcle, WOmGH. Were denied

for centuries the rlght of full particilpation in the eccnomic, rolltical

and educational 1life of society.

Much progress had been achleved in the

/fight for
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fight for woment's fighés; but there were still large areas where the position
©of Qomen had to be improved. |

In building up the structure of the United Nablong, one should nob
forget women's contribution to international co-operation and understanding.
It wes they who attempted to ease and correct, eSpeoiélly in times of wax,
the injustices and inequalities bréught about in mogt cases by men. Duriné
the war women Justified, by their readiness to defend freedom and Justice,
their precedessors who had struggled against discriminatory laws and agé?old '
prejudices,

Women's rights, set forth in the Preamble and Articlé_l of the United
Nationé Charter, received prominence when the Brazilisn delegation proposed
that the Economic and Social Council should set up a Commission of women
to study thelr political status. In May 1946 fhe‘Nuclear Commission met
to discuss the fundamental principles, the scope and the programme of work
of such a Commissions, The members stated that democracy ?as the only social
order in which women could enjoy full rights as human beingeg; that freedom »
and equality were essential to human @evelopment and that the well-being
and progress of gouiety depended upon the Cevelopment of the full
personality of men ?nd women aware of their responsibilities.

The Sub-Commission submitted to the Commission on Human Rights a report
suggesting future policies and a wo?king programme; it was now for the
Commiseion on the Status of Women to study that report,

Many communications had been received from international and
non-governmmental organizations of women, among them the Inter—gmerican
Commission of Women, offering support and co-operation, The Commission would
have to consider ways of wtilizing the assistance of those organizationse It

‘also had at its disposal the{resou:ces of the appropriate departments of
the United Nations Secretariat and could avail itself of the-cofoperation of
specialized‘agencieg.

The aﬁtginment of political ecuality for women was of primary
importance, Following a recommendation by the Sub-Commission, the General

Assembly adopted a resolutlon recommending that all Members States that
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had not' already done so,,shoitld: grant to women equal political rights with
me. The recommendation had beén communicated te Members?. Governments,and,
if suecceseful, would be & significant.step towards thet comnleke-gquality
which was the Comndssionl goals

- There were, however, many lmmediate. problems relatlng to:the . |
Commission's work. - o g T o S S

‘Mra. ST.AIGCZYI(ﬁéoncliided by -stating that the Commission had a grest
responslbility and challenge;-'béf‘_ore it,.-’co speed the rélease of the energy
of the womm of the world end thus to contribute to the common ends of *“he
United Nations. -

Llection of Chairman

Miss KENYON (United States of America) proposegi Miss SUTHERLAND (United
Kingdom) for Chairtan, ..

Mres. S‘TREET‘ (Auetralis) proposed Mrs. BEGIRUP (Demmark) for Chairmen.
Mrs. STREFT stressed the need for continuity which she felt could be
‘ achicved by electing Mrs. Begbtrup who wag the Iormer Chairmen of the -
Muclear Suh-Commissions

Mrsa. POPOVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) supported the
candideture of Mrs. Begtrup. |

Mre. URALOVA (Byelorrusian Sovie"af:‘;ocialist Sﬂepubliq}_»also supported
-the nomination of Mrs. Begtrup. .- | . |

Mrs. NEW (China), as a former. member of the Muclecx Sub-Commission,
appreciated Mrs. Begtrup's work, but felt that a new, leader should appraise
the foundations laid by the Cheirman of the Muclesr.Sub-Cormiggion.

‘ Mro STANCZYK (Secretariat) peinted out thet -only eight nembers were
present and wondered whether the Commissio‘n’might not vrefer to -pogipone
the election of officers until the next meeting. -

After sowe discussion of Mr. STANCZYK's ouggestion, the Commiggion
decided, by five votes Lo three, to proceed- to.the.elsctions at ane.v
Mies KENYON (United States of }\merica) gpoke in suppert of
Mics Sutherland. |

/The Commaission
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‘e Colmission eiéé%éd;wbyTS%GréﬁiSalig%:%yffive“#oteénﬁéﬁﬁhféé,“**
. lirs. Béftrup; Chairman,

M8y BEGTRUP (Demhark) took“the Chalr. She thanked the Comiilssion and
pointed out the Commission's great responsibilifies,’”%hé€¥é?b%t”ﬁﬁdé% the
Commiséion‘schnéidefatibﬁ'cddld'Bé‘iﬁﬁfé&eﬁ} yot ‘she hoped that its main
noints would be preserved. Collaboration among women mﬁs important, in its
effect on peaces” She hopeéd that the: Commission's work would proceed as

‘hornontously as ‘that of the Sub-Commission,

Tlegtion of Vice-Chairmen
Mrs. URALOVA (Byelorussian Soviet Sociallst Republic) proposed: . -.
Mro. STREET (Australia) for Vice-Chairman in view of her past. expe*ience
and understending ‘of the problems of women,
Mrs. IEW (Chinn) felt thet a representative of a Latin Americén cotuntry
should ﬁé‘eieétééyéhd proposed Mfs.‘IEDON'ZMeXico)‘for-Viée-Chaifmén.
M;ss SUTHERLAND (Uni%ed Kingdom) agreea vith,Nh &, Now and supported
the rémination of Iirs. Lecon. - ' g
Mrs. BIEGTRUP (Denmark) supporued the nominstion of Mrs. Street.
"The Commlssioé elooted, by uecret hallot by five votes to three,
IMrse Street, Vice~Chairman, '

o

" Tiection of Rapporteur

Mrs. SUTHERLAND (United Kingdom) profosed Mrsl NEW fo%‘ﬁap@orﬁeufJ She

#ecalled the Chidese representative’s past experiehce and her wirk on the

w RiE o

'Nuoleaf CommissionL"‘

Mrée BEGTRUP (Dermerk) nominated Mrs. Uralovas

Mrss” POPOVA “(Unton of Soviet Sociallst Ropublics) supported’ the
‘nomimEiicn of Mrs. Urslova. - » ‘ "4 8

The Commlsaion elected by secret ballot by six votes 10 two,
Mre. Uralova Rapphrteur

" The meeting rose at 1'p.ii: -

-y



