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THIRD REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENZRAL ASSEMBLY

Notes on the Provigional Agenda

The Third Regular Segslion of the General Assembly will confene on 21 Septem-
ber 1948, at 11:00 a.m., in the Generdl Assembly Hall, Palais de Chaillot, Paris,
The Provisional Agenda was dispatched to Member naticna on 23 July in accordance
with Rule 11 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, Ilater itemé may
be submitted by any Member at least 30 dajs pefore the opening date of the regu-
lar session, and these ltems, placed on a‘suppleméﬁtary 1ist,‘have to be\communi-
cated to Member nations at least 20 days before the opening date, The corder In
which the items are listed in the Provislonal Agenda is not necéssarily the order
in which they will be taken up by the Assembly.

(Note: The notes on the egenda items given below ars unofficial, but are
added as background guidance for corregpondents.)

1. Opening of the Session by the Chairman of the Delegation of Argentina.

(Note: At the opening of each gession of the General Assembly, the Chair-
man of the Delegation from which the Preasident of the previocus session
was elected shall preside until the General Assembly has elected a presi-
dent for the seasion - Rule 26 of the General Assembly's Rules of Pro-
cedure, Dr, Jose Arce of Argentina presided over the speciul General
Assembly held 16 April - 1k May 1948.).

2. Appolntment of the Credentials Committee.

(Note: The Credentials Committee is elected at the beginning of cach
gseggion, It is made up of nine members.)

3, Elesction of the President.

(Note: The President 1s elected by secret ballot and simple majority by
those present. There are no nominations., The President holds office
until the close of the session at which he was elected.)

L, Constitution of the Main Committees and Electicn of Officers.,

(Note: The Main Committees are: (1) Political and Security Cormittee,
including the Regulation of Armaments; (2) Economic and Financial Com=-
mittee; (3) Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee; (4) Trustee- -
ship Committee; (5) Administrative ani Budgetery Committee; (6) Legal
Comnmittee,

The General Committee, which acts as steering committee for the Assembly--
although it is precluded from deciding any political question--conslsts
of 1k members comprising the President, the seven Vice-Presidents, and
the Chairmen of the six Main Committees.)

(MORE)
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5, Election of Vice-Presidenta.

(liote: PRule 27 states that the seven Vice-Presidents shall be el
on the basis of ensuring the representative character of the Seners
Commitiee. The Vice-Presidents are elected by secret taliot withos
nemination. A simple majority is required,)

6., Netification by the Secretary-General under Article 12, Paragraph 2 of ¢
Charter,

(Note: Thig Paragraph states: "The Secretary-General, with the cco
of the Security Council, shall notify the Ge-neral Assembly at esch =
sion of any matters relative o the maintenance of international pes.
and securlty, which sre bseing dealt with by the Security Council an’
shall similarily notify the General Assembly, or the Members of ths Uz
Maticng 1if the Genaral Assembly 1s not in session, immediately the
Security Council ceases to deazl with such matters,")

7. Adeption of the Agenla,

(Note: Adoption 1s by simple majority vote. According to Rule 1h "
ing any regular session of the General Agsembly items may be amendel
deleted from the agenda, end additfonal 1tems of an important and ur
character may be placed on the agenda, by a majJority of the Members @
gent and voting. Consideration of additional items shall be posipe
until seven deys after they have been placed on the agenda, unless i
General Assembly, by a two-thirds msjority of the Members present ex
vobing, decides otherwisc, and until a committee has reported upon t

1
i

8. Opening of the General Debate,

9, R-port of the Secretary-Acneral on the work of the Crganization,

(Note: A printed report of the Secretary-General was issted on 6 i
- 1948,)

10. Report of the Sacurity Council,

(lote: The follocwlnz are the main headings of the repcrt: The Gree?f
tion, Appointment of a Governor for the Free Territcry of Trieste;fﬁ
Tgyptian Questieon, Indcnesian Question, India-Pakistan Question, Pﬁ#f
Question, the Czechcslovakian Question, Control of Atcmic Energy; %ﬁi
sion of New Members, Rules Governing Admission of New Members, Votir:

Procedurs in the Security Council, and Military Staff Conzittee.)

11, Report of the Economic and Soclal Council.

. : A
(Note: The Tollowlng are the main headings of the report: Draft Co?t
on Genocide, Draft Declaration on Huiman Rights, Continuance.of an A{:
Welfare Program, a Report on Resettlement of Refugees and Displaced it

sons. )
12, Report of the Trusteeship Council.

(Note: The report will cover the second and third sesgions of the le
cil. Tt will deal with (a) the organization of the Councii, (o) thq
Provisional Questionnaire, (c) the Annual Reports on the Administratil
of Trust Territories, (d) Petitions, (e) Visits to Trust Territories, :
(f) Matters related to the City of Jerusalem,)

13. Headquartcrs of the United Nations - Report of the»Secretary-General (ES:
lution 182 (II) of 20 November JS947.)

(Note: The General Assembly Resolution referred to aqthorizes ?he Secff
General to negotiate and conclude on behalf of the United Hationas a &
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agreement with the Government of the United States of America, for an in-
-terest-free loan, which would.require approval by the Congress of the
United States, in an amount not to exceed $65,000,000, tc provide for
the rayment of the cost of comstruction of +he UN Permanent Headquarters.

The 1o0an agreement was 51én@d on- 23 March 1948, nutuorﬂziﬂg legislation
was presented to the US Congress and finally approved on 5 August 1948,
Construction of the first building was expected to begin in October 1948),

. Admission of New Members, - ,
() Report of the Security Council (Resolntion 113(IT) of 17 November 1947,

(Note: 1In the Resolution refe““el to, the General Assembly recommends
to the permanent memberg of the Securlity Covncil that thsey consult with a
visw tc reaching an agreement on the admission to membership of the ap-
Plicants which have not been recommended hitherto, and submit their con-
clusions to the “ecurity Council. In accordance with the decision of
the Security Council, and following the admission of Burma during the
segsion of the special General Assembly 16 April - 1k May 1948, the Com-
mittee on the Admission of Hew Meubers wet on 29 June to examine the
application of Ceylon for membership in the United Nations. The majority
of the membors of the Committee expressed their support for the applica-
tion of Ceylon. The repregentabives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-

ublics and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic declined to comment
on the application at the meeting of the Cormittee and resgerved the posi-
tion of thelr delegations with respsct to the application of Ceylon dur-
ing the discussicn in the Security Council,

(b) Advieory Oplnion of the International Court of Justlce (Regolution
113(II) of 17 November 1947).

(Note: The General Assembly Regolution referred to requested the Inter-
naticnal Court of Justice to give an advisory opinion on the fol]ow*ng
guegtion: Is a Membsr of the United Nations which 1s czlled upon, in
virtue of Article 4 of the Charter, to proncunce itself by its vote,
either in the Security Council or in the General Assembly, on the ad-
migsion of a State to membership in the United Nations, Jjuridically en-
-titled to make its consent to the admission dependent on conditions not
. expressgly provided by paragraeph 1 of the said Article? In particular;
can such a Member, while it reccognizes the conditions set forth in that
provision to be fulfilled.by the State concerned, subject its affirma-
tive vote to the additional condition that other States be admitted to
membership in the United Natlons together with that State?

On the 28th of May, the Secretary-General received from Mr. E. Hambro,
Registrar of the Intornational Court of Justice at the Hague, the Court's
oninion. This states inter alia that the Court, by 9 votes to 6, is of
the opinion that a Member of the United Nations which is called upon

to pronounce itself by ite vote on the admisslon of a State to member-
ship to the United Nations is not Juridically entitled to make 1ts con-
gent to the admisaion dependent on conditions not expressly provided by
Paragraph 1 of Article 4 of the Charter, and that a Member of the
Organization cannot, while it requires the conditions set forth in

that provision to be fulfilled by the State concerned, subject its af-
firmative vote to the additional condition that other States be admitted
to membership in the United Nations together with that State, )

(c) Admission to the Organization of Italy and all those States whose
applications for membership have obtalned seven votes in the
Security Council; item proposed by Argentina. .

(Note: The following States have obtained the seven votes: Austrisa,
Finland, Ireland, Italy, Portugal and Transjordan, )
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15, ™reats to the Political Independence and Territorial Integrity of G-
Report of the UN Special Committee on the Balkans (Resolution 109 (11:.'.
21 October 1947.)

(Note: By this resolution the General Assembly established a Speets

Cv.zl

Committee consisting of the representatives of Australia, Brazil, -

France, Mexico, Netherlands, Pakistan, United Kinpdom and the Unitei‘
States (seats being held cpen for Poland and the USSR) which, with *
princlpal headquarters in Salonika, and with the ccoperation of the:
Governments concerned (Albania, Bulgarla, Greece ani Yugoslavia) wes:
perform 1ts functions in such places and in the territories of the &
States concerned as 1t muy deem appropriate, and render a report to =
next regular session of the General Assembly., The main task of the |
Special Cormittee (UNSCOB) wes to cbserve the compliance by the fowr |
Governments with the Assembly's recommendation that they cooperate ir|
the peaceful settlement of their Ailsputes and the Agsembly's call to |
Albania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia to do nothing which could furnish at!
to the guerrillas fighting zgainst the Gresk Govermment. UNSCOB was [
also to be available to assist the four Governments in implementaticn |
of the Asgembly's recommendations.) }
! i
16, The Problem of the Independence of Korea, iﬁ
{
(a) Report of the United Wationo Temporary Commission on Kores (Ressl’
tion 112 (II) of 14 Nevember 1947).
(Note: Tn thils resoluticn the General Assembly, reccgnizing that the
problem of the indepcndence of Korea is primarily a matter for the Kc:e;
people 1tself, regsolves that elected representatives of the Kcrcan pet.
be invited to take part in the congideraticn of the guestion, and fur
reaolves that in order to facilitate such perticipation, there be fort
with establighed e United Naticns Temporary Commigsion on Korea, consiy
ing of reprcsentatives of Afustralia, Caneda, China, El Salvador, Franc:‘;
India, Philippines, Syria, Ukrainian SSR, to be present in Korea, with
the right to travel, observe, and consult thrcughout Korea. The Cormiz
sion shall report to the Gencrzl fissembly and may ccnsult with the In-
‘ terim Committes, ) '
! (b) Report of the Interim Committee of the General Assembly (Resoluti::T
! 112 (II) of 1h4 November 19L7), \
|
(Notc: On 14 November 1947, by its resclution 112 (II), the Geoneral
gsembly estublished the United Nations Temporary Commission con Korea, &
resolved, in parsgrarh & of the second part of that resolution, that Il
Commissicn thug established "may consult with the Interim Commlttee wii
respect to the application of this resolution in the light of develop- i
ments,” The Interim Comm?ttee gave the following advice to the Teupors
Ccmnission on Xorea: "That in its view 1t is incumbent upon the Unite:::;
Nationg Terporary Commissicn on Korea, under the terms of the Gensral K
Agsembly resoluticn of 1h Novembor 1947, and in the light of developrl.
in the situaticn with respect to Korea since that date, to implement t&*
program as outlined in regolution II, in such parts of Korea as are ac-
| cegsible to the Commission.”" Thercfore, the Commission limited its
! activity to that portion of Korea south of the 38th parallel (American
i zene of Cccupation), ) '

17. The Problem of Voting in the Security Ccuncll,

Jo

(a) Report of the Interim Committee of the General Assembly (Resolutiw{
117 (IT) of 21 November 1947). ‘

(b) Convocation of a General Conference under Article 109 of the Ch:.rt
in order to study the question of the veto in the Security Coanc,-l-i
item proposed by Argentilna, ‘ F
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(Wote: The General Assembly in this resclution requests the permanent
members of the Security Council to consult with one another on the
problenm of voting in the Security Cocuncil in order to secure agrsement
among them on measures to eidsure the prompt and effective exerclse by
the Security Council of itg functicns, The Interim Committee which
was asked to conslder the problem, recommends to the General Assembly
to consider at its third regular session vhether the time has come or
not to call a General Conference, asg provided for in Article 109 of
the Charter, This Conference would essentially deal with the suppres-
sion or limitation of the right of veto enjoyed by the five permanent
members, ) ‘

18, Advisability of establishing a Permansnvw Committee of the General Asgembly -
Report of the Interim {ommittee (Resoluticn 111 (II) of 13 November 19L7),

18, Study of methods for the pronotion of iﬁternational cooperation in the
political field: report of the Interim Committee of the General Assembly
(Resolution 111 (II) of 13 Wovember 1947).

20. Reports of the Atomic Fnergy Cormission =-- Resolufion of the Security
Ccuncil,

(Note: By a letter dated 26 May 1948, the Chairman of the Atomic
Energy Commission transmitted the third report of the Commission to
the Security Council.

(The Security Council on 22 June 1948, by a 9 - O vote with two ab-
stentions (Ukraine, USSR) adopted a Canadian draft resolution which
said that the Security Council "having received and examined" the
three reports submitted by the Atomic Energy Cormigsion, directs
the Secretary-General to transmit these reports to the General As-
sembly together with the record of the Council's deliberations on
this subject, "as a matter of special concern,”

(The Third Report of the Atomic Fnergy Commigsion to the Security
Council states that the Commission cannot now prepare a draft treaty
"{ncorporating its ultimate proposals" as urged by the Resolution
of the Security Council, and adds further that after 22 months of
work the Comnission finds itself confronted by virtually the same
deadlock that stultified its initial discusslons. "It 1s now ap-
parent that this deadlock cannot be broken at the Commission level,”
concludes the Report, which makes it clear that "the fallure to
achieve agreoment on the internaticnal control of atomlic energy
ariseg from a situation that is beyond the competence of this Com-
mission, In thig situation, the Cocmmission concludes that no use--
ful purpose can be served by carrying on negotiaticns at the Com-
mission level.")

21. Election of Three Non-Permanent Members of the Security Council.

(Wote: The present non-permanent members of the Council are Argen-
tina, Canada, Ukraine, Syria, Colombla and Belgium. The terms of
Syria, Colombia and Belgiuvm expire at the end of 1948, and three
members are to be elected to £ill their places by secret ballot.

A two-thirds majority vote is required.) )

MORE
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22. Repurt of the Government of the Union of South Africa on the Adminis‘»..
tlon of South Vest Africa. Report of the Trustesship Council (Resol. :
tion 141 (II) of 1 November 1947) :

(Note: This report deals with the administration of South Weat

Africa, a teirritory held under mrandate by the Unicn of South Africa, |

The General Aagembly has reccmmended that South West Africa be
placed under the international trugteeship system. The Union of
South Africa has not complied with the recommendation but has sub-

mitted a report on its administration of the tervitory, The Trust%-f

ship Council, authorized by the General Assembly, has eramined that
report, The result of its examinetion will be included in the Re-
port of the Council to the General Agsembly,)

23. Information from Hon-Self-Geverning Territories.

(a) Summary and analysis of iﬁformation transmitted under Articls
73(e) of the Charter: report of the Secretary-General (Resolu-
tion 66 (I) of 1L December 1946).

(b) Information transmitted under Article 73(e) of the Charter:
Report of the Special Committee (Resolution 1L6(II) of 3
Novembor 1947).

(Note: Information from Nen-5elf-Governing Territories trangmitted
during 1947 has been suurarized and analyzed by the Secretary-General,
The Special Committee on Information Transmitted unier Article 73(c)
of the Charter, which will meet on 2 September 1948 at Geneva, will
examine the information, together with the suumary and analysis, and
sutmit reports thereon for the consideration of the Gencral Assembly.!

2Lk, Agrectients with Specialized Agencies,

(a) Application of Finland for membership in the International
Civil Aviation Organization: Item proposed by the Secretary-
General, '

(v)- Approval of supplementary agreements with specialized
agenclies concerning the uge of Unlted Naticrs lelgsez-pagsser:
report of the Secretary-Gensral.

25. Relations with and Cocrdination of Specialized Agencies and Work
Programs of the United Natjicns and Specialized Agencies: Report
of the Secretary-Genrral (Resolution 125 (II) of 20 Noveubsr 19h7)

26, TFrcedcm of Information: R-port of the Economic and Social Council
(Resclution 59 (I) of 14 December 1946).

(Items 25 and 26 are on the Agenda of the Seventh Session of the Tconomic and
Social Council, presently meoting atb Geneva. The report on thcse items is
therefore not yet available.)

27. Election of Six Members of the Eccnomic and Social Council.
(Note: The Ecenomic and Social Council consigts of 18 Member
notions ssrving for three years. Six retire each ycar, but are

eligible for irmediate election.)

MORE
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e six vhosa terms e: pl“a at 1“he end c¢f this yeer are: Canada, Chile,

Election of meubers of the Beonomic and Security Council is by sccrst
ballet of the General Assembly, a two-thirds majority of those pressnt

and voting being required.)

Election of Tive Mumbem of the Iﬁternational Court of Justice (Article 13,
Parugraph 1 of Lhe Statute of the Court.)

o
o

(Note: The Meimbers of the Court are olectad for nine years, and may be
re-elected, provided, nowevsr, that of the judges elected at the first
election, the terms of five Jjudges shall sxpire at the erd of three yoars
end the terms of five more judges skall expire at the end of six years.)

29. Progresgive Developmsnt of Intsrnationsl Lew: election of the membsrs of
the International Law Cormission (Rwsu ution Lr4(IT) of 21 November 19W7).

(Wote: The nmewbrrs of the International Iaw Commission shall be elected
et the third regular session of the Gericral ssembly as provided by the
esolution refsrrad to.)

'3

30. Registration end Publication of Treaties end Ipternational Lsreesmentis:
& Z ;
repori of the Secretary-General.

31, Privileges and Immunities of ths United Nations: reports of the Secratery-
General.

(a) leadouarters Agreement

(b) General Convention on the Privileges and Immunitises of the United
Kations )

32. Genocide: Draft Convention and Report of the ILeonomic and Social Council
' AL T a \ Y, o
(Resolution 130(IL) of 21 Novembar 1047).

(Wote: The Economic and Sod el Council, meet

ing preegently in Geneva,
will report on this perticular item to the Gen

neral As u:JmO.Ly).

38. Draft Rules for the Convening of International Conferences: vreport of
the Sscrotary-Genorel (Resolution L73{II) of 17 Novswber 1G47).

3k, Installation of the Assittant Secrotary- G,ﬂea@l in Charge of the
Ixecutive OfTice of the Secretary-Gover rol and Geueral Coordination.

(Wete: The apyointment of Robert G.A. Jackson of Australia to this
post was smnounced in Januwary of this year.)

25. Financial Administration of the United Nations:

(a) Finarncial report and accounts for the financial period ended 31
December 1947, and rcport of the Icard of Auditors.

(b) Supplementary estimates for the finoncial year 1943: report of the
Secretary-Gensrel.

(c) Dudget estimates for the financial year 1G43.

(&) Unforesesn and ﬁ“t“aoru*nqry expenses: report of the Sccretary-Gasneral
(Resolution 166(I1), 5 of 20 Noverber 1047).

(e) Reports of the Advisory Committes on Administrative and Judgetary
Questions
ORT
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(f) Report of the Committee on Contributions.

(g) Internetional Children's Eumergency Fund: Annual audit of the
accounts of the Fund: report of the S.cretsry-General.

Appointments to Fill Vacancies in the Mexbership of ubu¢dia"J odiss
of the General Assembly:

() Advisory Committee on ‘dminisbrative and Dudgetary fuestioms, (3] |
Committes on Contributlons, (c) Dosrd of . Auditors, (d4) Investuente |
Committee.

United Nations Joint Stafi Pension Scheme.

Tax Tquelizstion: propossd etaff assessment plan: report of the Sacr
General (Rceolution 160 (II) of 20 November 1947). '

United Nations Telecommunications System: report of the Secretary-Gen:
(Regolution 153(II) of 20 Novomber 194()

Organizatlion of a United Netions Postal Service: vrevort of the Suore
G neral (Resolution 159(II) of 20 Novomber 1947). :

Transfer of the assets of the League of Hations: rveporb of the Secrsin
General (Reosolution 24(I) of 12 February 1946.).

e

s
131

zal aisu?
lovenhor lo-

o

ot

Composition of the Secrestariat end the principle of geomra
roport of the Secrebary-General (Resolution 153(II) of 17

Propogal for the sdopbion of Spanish as one of the working languages
the General Assembly: report of the Sccrctary-General (Resolution 12
of 15 Hovember lQh,). i

Violation by the Union of Soviet Socialist R-publics of Futhrental vz
Rights, Treditionel Diplomatic rractices and Other Principles of the
Cherter: 1tems vroposed by Chile.

(Note: Ths Secrotary General received from ihe Government of Chile co
23 June l9¥8 and communicetad to the members of the Gemoral scouilaly
Tollowing statement to be Included @s en item in the provisional egshl

1. Violation by the Soviet Uaion of fundamental human rights in preven
the Russian wives of foreign naticnsle from leaving the Union of Sov;e.
Socialist Republics either in company with their husbunds or in ovugrf
rojoin them, action which could lmpair friendly relotlons among n«*%??
and violate the principles of the Cherter. This is in accordance wit.

Article 14 of the Uwnlted Nations Cusrter.

1.
\

3

2. Violation by +bo Soviet Unlton of fundamental human rights, traditic
diplomatic proctices and other principles of the Charter in reluglng t
Y orn

allow @ member of the Tamily of the Ix-fmbassador of Chile to the Tnic
=

. ~ 4‘
Soviet Socialist Republics to lsave that country in company with “‘“'_
Arbdssador. This igs in accordance with Article 14 of the Unlted IeticH

Charter.)

Treatment of Indisnc in the Unlon of South Africa: tem proposed by Lf
' ¢
(Wote: This question wes brousht to the attentlon of the Secretary-
General by Tndia in June, 1646. On & Deceuber 1ohé the General ASucw%i
carried & rcsolution stating thet because of the treatument of Indiens

the Union of South Africa fricndly relations betweeon the two Member Sﬁw

¥
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had been lmpaired and were liksl to be Turther impaired unless a
satisfactorv gettlement was nep. 1ed, exIrassing the ovinien thattreatment
of Indisne in the Unicn showld conform to intermational obligabtions under
agreensnts cciicluded between the two Governmento and releovant
rrovisions of the Charter, snd reguesting the two Govermsenis.. to report
at the next scesion of the Asgembly the measures zdopted to this glffect.
3oth Governmants reportéd to the Sscond Sessicn of the Generesl
Agserdbly, in the fall of 1947, but a rasolution on the subject carrisd

v ] rg that session failed to

by the Tolitical end Sceurity Committee duri
-

obtain the required two-thirds mejorit lenery mectiug of the Assenbly. )

s
g
":3
('\

Equitablse Geographical Distrilbubion of the Seats for the Six Non-Permenent

Hembers in the Security Council: itewm proposed by India.

Arendrent of Rule 149 of ths Rules of Procsdure of the Ggneral Asserbly
to Provids for the.Recognition of the Principle of a Iercentage C -1ling in
the Scale of Assessments to mest Fxnanses of the United Netlons: iden

proposcd by the United States of Aerz .

Increase to Twenty-Four of the Fumber of Meuley Sitetes represented in the
Economic and Social Council: 1tem wropossd by Argentina.
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