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Opening statements

1. The sccond Prevaratory Committee vas opened by the Chairman of the Committee.
In hiz introductory statenent, the Chairman apologized for the delay in reaching

an early conclusion on -the venue and dotes for the Second 2reparatory Committee.

The Chairman stated that preparations for this Prevaratory Committee and the
Conference had not been satisfactory. In order to mect the groving expectations
for the United Hations Conference on Hew and Reneuable Sources of Inergy, he felt
that the sccond Preparatory Committce should give the nacessary directions for the
Conference. He called for frank deliberations and exchange of vieus and identified
o major areas to vhich the Preparatory Committec should address itself: (a) vhat
sort of international co-operation was necessary and feacible in the field of nev
and renevable sources of cnergy, particularly for the development of developing
countries in the short, medium and long terms? (b) wvhat kind of outputs the
United Hations Conference should aim at and vhat should be the outcome of the

Confercnce?
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2. In conclusion, the Chairman called on the Committee to vork hard, wvithout
looking back so that the deadlinec of /Jugust 1981 could be met.

5« The Secretary-General then addressed the Commitiee. In his statement,l/

jng

e stressed the importance of <the parﬁicipation of governments in thefprepafatory
process; consecuently, he hoped thaet this participation will be manifested in
all the preparatory activitics. He outlinecd the state of preparations to date,
in regponse to the decisions of the General fssenmbly and the first session of

the Preparatory Committee. These included, inter alia, preparation of documents,g/
contact with Governments, preparvations at the regional level.

4, The ctatement surmarized the themes to be covered by the ad hoc groups of
experts on financing, information flows, transfer of tcchnology, industrial
issues, rural energy and cnergy storage.

5. Uhen commenting on the interim reports of the technical panels, he suggested
that their final reports should be structured around the follouving three principal
issues: (a) vhat technologics are judged ripe and significant; (b) vhat arc
the principal constraints limiting their utilization; (c) hou to overcome these
constraints. He furtheyr suggested that national papers should have a similar
format.

6. He appreciated the co-operation the Secretariat had received from the agencies
of the systen, and the IG0s and UGOs uvith vhich he had established contacts.

7. The Committee held a gencral debate on agenda item 2 as a vhole and also
discusscC specific agenda items and subitems in detail. In their statements,

all delegations expressed their disappointment at the slov progress in the
preparatory process and stressced tlic necessity of spceding up the preparatory
work so that the Conference could be held as scheduled in llairobi in August 1931,
It vas pointed out in this recnect that any modifications of the vork programme
should be made within the framcuork of this target date. Delegations also
reiterated the importance of involving competent IGls and HGOs. They further
called for increased co~ordination vithin the United Hations system so that all

the relevant agencies could contribute fully to the preparatory vork.

1/ Resolution A/CONF.100/DC/CRR.1of 21 July 1930

g/ A list of documents is given in part ...
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8. Various delegations gave detailed analyses of the preparatory activities

that their

Governments had embarked on. They identified the arcas in vhich

their countries had gained expertisc and some of them indicated vhat ftheir

Governments could offer in terms of asgistance teo other countzyics,

9. lcpresentatives of the various agencies, organs, bodics and programmes of

the United Hations system rade s

their rcadiness to supnort the

1¢. The

tatements in the goneral debate, indicating

<

oA

paratory process for the Conference.

p....:

COITSIDERATION O THE LITPORTS CCHCERIITIG | REPARATURY
ACTIVITIDS T'OR TH.S CONFIREIICS

(Agenda item 2)

Preparavory Commitiee congidercd this item at its 5th to 13th mectings

from 21-25 and from 20-29 July 193¢,

11. Tor

ts consideration, the Cormitfec had before it the folloving documents:

Loport of the Technical Panel on Biomass Inergy on ite first session
(&/CONF . 100/P0/5)

Report of the Technical Panel on TFucluvood and Charcoal on it

first session (A/CONF.100/PC/6);

Report of the Technical Panel on Geothermal Bnergy on its first segsion

(A/cour.10G/7C/7) 5

Report of the Technical Panel on Hydrowouver on its first session

(&/CONT . 100,/ 2C,/8) 5

Report of the Tochnical Panel on Gcean Inergy on its firct session

(A/COUT .100/2C/9)

Report of the Technical Yanel on 0il Shale and Tax Scndg on its

Tirst cession (4/CCUF.100/PC/10);

Report of the Technical Panel on Solar Energy on ite first session
(A/CCNT.100/2C/11)

Report of the Technicel Pancl on Wind IEnerey on its first session
(&/cour.100/2¢/12);

Report of the Secretary-General on consultations vith member Governments
on preparation of national papers (A/CONF.IUO/PC/lS), '

leport of the Secrctary-General on the participation of intergovernmental
bOleu, regional and non-governuental organizations in the preparations
> the Conference (A/COIT.10.0/7C/16 and Corr.l):
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Programme of Public Information for the United lations
Conference on leu and Renevavle Sourceg of Tneray

14, On the implementation of paragraph 14 of resolution 34/190 relating to
the programme of public information activities being planncd to promote avareness
of the Conference, many delegations felt that the informotion programme needed

4

to he reviged. ' Thesc delegations expressed the viewr that some of the planned
activities such as the Paric International Colloquium, pre-conference study
tours énﬁ.supplementary gtaff for the DFI vhich would absorb ncarly hall of the
budget wvere not priority areas.

15. These delepations felt that some of the budget would be more prolitably
used in an cxhibition or organization of demonstrations on the use and
application on nev and reneuvable gources of enersy in different countries and
regions of the wvorld.

16. There vas concern also expressed by those delegations that the public
information programme vhich vas being scheduled to start in September would be
coming too late.

17. They suggested a modification of the programme. Other delegations on
the other hand were satisfied vith the programme on public information as
contained in the Secretary-General's renort.

16. The Director of Zublic Information Programme in rcsponding to some of the
questions raiscd explained the rationale behind the timing they had proposed
for the start of the activities for the Conference, and indicated that some of
the nev proposals made for additional programmes would recquire additional
finances. '

Calendar of preparastory activities

19. [QThere vas a general agreenent anong delegations on the necessity to accelerate
the calendar of preparatory activitics, in order to ensure that the meeting of
chairmen and other experts take nlace earlier than scheduled initially and thus
enable the. Governments to consider all documents in time to ensure that the
Conference is held in Ilairobi as agreed -in -General Assembly resolution 34/190.

A revised time-table was proposed by onc dclegation and received support from
scveral representotives. The Becretary-General of the Confercnce replied By
proposing another vevised time-table vhich would permit gaining one month in

the preparations for the Conference, A Cecision vas then talien by the

Preparatory Committee on this point.
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~4d hoc expert groups

20. The importance of the role of ad héc expert groups was stressed by many
delegations. A number of representatives declared that the ad hoc expert groups
should formulate recommendations for concrete measures aiming at concerted action
in the field of ﬁew and renewable sources of energy and should evolve recommendations
on policy measures for international co-operation in the various fields assigned
to each group. Many representatives felt that the deliberations of the ad hoc
groups should build upon the reports of the technical panels and other existing
information and that the results of these deliberations should in turn be made
available to the regional expert group meetings.

21, A number of representatives felt that the distinction between the role of the

ad hoc groups on the onc hand and the technical panels on the other hand was not

clear enough and required further clarification. Several speakers felt that the
terms of reference of the ad hoc groups were too detailed and too wide-ranging to
be adequately covered in single meetings of 5 days duration. These nceded to have
more focused definition, and should concentrate on practical issues. Several
representatives also felt that the number of ad hec cxpert groups and the number
of experts within each group should be recduced. Many delegations felt that the
topic of energy storage, in particular, néeded no separate expert group; each
technical panel should include in its area of study the relevant aspects of energy
storage; alternatively a consultant study on the subject might be galled for.
Many delegations proposed that ad hoc groups should be established as follows:
financing; the development and transfer of technology; research and development
including education and training; information flows; rural energy; new and
renewable sources of energy and industrial icsues.

22. A number of delegations expressed the importance of linking the work of

ad hoc expert groups with thdse of technical panels.

23. Many reprcsentatives felt that the ad hoc groups' meetings were being held too:
late and that their schedule dates should, as far as possible, be advanced.

National Papers

24. The Preparatory Committee addresscd itself to the issuc of producing national
docunments. The discussions covered a variety of points such as the desirability of
producing these documents; the desirability of reaching consensus on a possible

outline for these documents, as well as the need for them to be concise; the dates

by which such documents should be submitted and the role o be played by them in

the context of Conference preparations.
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25. It was almost unanimously agreed that national documents should be produced.
Many délegates however were of the view that individual states should'be free to
decide whether or not they would compile national documents. _

26. Most delegates indicated a preference for simple and flexible guidelines, some
of them preferring the outlines to be those proposed by the Secretary-General in his
statement to the opening session of the Preparatory Committee. A4 few delegates felt
that the national papers should be short and concise, Many delegafes further stated
that governments should be free to submit any other type of information paper they
may consider approprlate for the Conference.

27. Possible deadlines for submission of natlonal documents were suggested by some
states and the date of 31 December 1980 was generally approved by delegations.

Most of the delegations suggested that national documents be integrated into the
substantive preparations for the Conference., While most delegations feli that
national papers should be presented to the Conference as working documents, others
were of the opinion that regional commissions should synthesize the national
documents, |

Over-all report of the Secretary-General of the Conference,
taking into account decision 5(I) of the Committee

(hgenda item 2(b))
Synthesis Report

28. Delegations, while recognizing the constraints under which

document A/CONF.lOO/PC.l? had been produced and acknowledging its interim nature,
made a numoer of comments concerning the subject. Many delegations were critical
that the document had not made an cvaluation on the economic viability of new and
renewable sources of energy. They also felt that certain paragraphs such as

Be, 8f, 13, 17, 18, 20 included simplistic or too general statements. Paragraphs 12a,
12¢, 16, 17 wcre also considered too simplistic and thus unacceptable.

29. It was deemed impossible to make valuable forecasts for the year 2000 and that
it would be better to leave out such a quantitatiwevaluation as that of part I1T
of the document especially as summarized in mparagraph 46. - '

0. It was felt that the regional analyses were insufficient and should have gone
into greater depth and that Table I should be restructured following the usual
regional groupings. Furthermore, it was felt that the validity of the figures
given in some of the tables werc questionable; a number of delegations suggested
that the sources of the data be specified. A number of delegations indicated that

they would forward specific written comments on the document to the Secretariat.
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31l. Many delegations also felt that the document did not well balance the analysis
between developing countries on the one hand, and developed countries on the other,
especially in the field of research and development. They also felt that all
countries needed to utilize new and renewable sources of energy. Some delegations
felt that the constraints listed in paragraph 46 of the document did not assign
any order of priority to them; mneither did it give the nature of their
inter-relationship,
32. It was proposed that the Secretary—General revise document A/CONF lOO/?C 17
in the light of comments and observations made during the session and to submit a
revised document in time for the next session of the Preparatory Commitiee.
33. Some delegations proposed that the structure of the future synthesis report
should be centered around the three main questions proposed by Mr. Gherab in his
introductory statement, and that amexes 1 and 2 of document A/CONF.lOO/PC.l? be
submitted to the technical groups of experts.
34, A number of delegations proposed that the synthesis document should contain
the following: (a) a comparative study of the costs of production of new and
renewable sources of energy; (b) a study of rational use of new and rencwable
sources of energy, which would include a comparatlve study on.potential for
increasing substitution of conventional energy by new and renewable sources of
energy; (c) a section on concrete measures for international co-operation in this
area, with recommendations on solutione to the problem, in particular for
developing countries; (d) an annex including a comprehensive compendium or
biblicgraphy of eristing studies on new ad renewable sourcus of energy.
35. It was proposed that the synthesis document should incorporate the integration
of the inputs of technical panels as well as of ad hoc groups of experts.
36, The synthesizing exercisc was considered by'all of delegations as of utmoct
importance for the preparations of the Conference and that the final synthesis will
constitute a basic document for the consideration of governments as well as for
the elucidation of future recommendations.

Interim reports of the technical panels

(hgenda iten 2(c))

37. It wag felt that the final reports of the panels would be important as they

would provide the technical foundation for policy formulation and decision by

the Conference. Many dclegations deplored the fact that the interim reports lacked
a common format and were pleased to learn that thig shortcoming would be corrected
in the final reports. Several delegations felt that while the standards of the

panel reports were high, a great deal more was required to be done.
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38. A number of delegations hoped that the panel reports would be able to identify
the extent to which new and renewable sources of energy could help meet future
energy requirements., Some delegations felt that the primary responsibility of the
panels was to produce data and recommendations for action, Many expressed the need
to improve available statistics on new and renewable sources of energy. At the
same time they felt that considerations of technical data alone would be insufficient:
there was also need to consider inherent consiraints, e.g. costs, economics and the
fact that some resources were site specific,

39. A number of delegations expressed the need to integrate the ocutput of the
panels with those of the ad hoc expert groups.

40, Many delegations felt that the panel reports should not be exclusively resource
oriented; if they are to have meaningful long-term practical utility, they must
alsc be demand oriented. The delegation felt that the report mist consider the

cost per unit of production; +technical feasibility and economic viability of a
given new and renewable source of energy, including substitution costs; and
soclo~economic factors affecting the potential use of new and renewable sources of
energy.

Cross-organizational analysis of the energy programmes
of the United Nations system

(Agenda item Z(d))

£1. In response to a recommendation of the Committee on Programme and Coordination
at its 20th session, the Preparatory Committee had before it the cross-organizational
analysis of the eiergy programmcs of the United Nations systiem and the CPC's report
thereon.

42, The delegates taking part in the debate on this subject agreed that it was

a useful document providing information on past and ongoing activities of the

United Nations system in the field of cnergy including new and rencwable sources of
energy. Several speakers siressed the need for better coordination of the activities
so as to ensure rational usc of the limited resources of the system. They also
indicated that the document provided useful indications for the contributions which
the various organs, organizations and specialized agencies could make to the
preparatory work for the Conference.

43. On the proposal of the Chairman, the Preparatory Committee decided to take note
of the report of CPC (Section IX A, Decision (11)).





