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I wish to comment on certain views expressed by a number of distinguished
delegates and to clarify certain points that have been raised in the course of the
discussion, hoping that this may be of some help to this Committee.

I think it is advisable at thim astage to look shead, and, in mo doing, try to get
the right perspective for the work of thig Committes.

You will all remember that during the first session of the Preparatory Committee,
which was held in New York, I said that this Conference differs from all the others
in that it is taking place at a time when gome ports of the world are facing famine
and starvation, and perhaps others may face the szme fate just when the Conference is
meeting. Most countries are facing serious problems resulting from soaring prices of
food and other emsentials, Food production is being advermely affected by higher
costs of agricultural inputs, especially fertiliszers.

Because of the urgency of thess problems, the United Hations called for this Cone
ference at short notice. It must not digappoint mankind whoge hopes for a better
future hang on a fruitful outcome of thig world meeting. In view of all this, I
pleaded at the first sesgion of the Preparatory Cozmittes that our digousmsions and
attempts at providing solutions must be conducted in & business-like manner. I am
happy that the discussions which have taken place so far have been congtructive and
there geoms to be a mincere and common gearch for workabie colutionp for the food
problem facing mankind,

The Second Semsion of the Preparntory Comaittee, held in Geneva, not only die-
cussed the Aamesgnent paper but at the cemo time paved the way for the preparation
of the gecond major document of the Confersencs — *Propocals for Fational and Inter-
national Action®,

We have now arrived at o stage when a congsnsus on the overall strategy needs
to be achievsed, If it im agrecd that a substentisl inoreasze in investment for
agricultural development im to ba achieved; that a large and sustained increass in
concspsionary food aid should bs seoured; that n coordinsted stocks polioy for food
is necessary to protect world producers and consumers sgainst undue fluotuationsg in
supplies and prioces of bagic foodstuffes, and if it is agreed that all these measures
have to be taken within a frazework of internationsl cooperation, only then can the
Conferencs move on t0 the conuidsration of wnys and moans by which the agreed dsci-
siong could be implemonted.

Once the broad consonpus oa objsotives snd the owernll strategy is attained, the
next step bafore this Commaittee would be to dsternine the best way to translate these
objectives and this strategy into oconorete propoealg, programmes and policiem which
it oould reccmmend to the Conferonce., To fpoilitate thip task wa have already pre-
sented in the Doouuent & wide renge of puch propesala. In the discussmicns last week
the delegates of Canada, Brasil and poveral other dslegutes have rightly emphamized
the need for sslecting out of theee propomals cpecific recommendations which nhould
receive priority attention of the Committeo.



Taking into account the congonpus go far ronched on brozd objectives by the
meoting of Interegted Dologationa; tho dimcussmions mo far on the proposals pre-
sented in the documont on National and Internstional Action; and the suggestion
by severel delegations aoking my cuggestionn for a minimal list of priority items
for actionj I would like to chare with you my thinking on the identification of
priority proposalas to facilitate tho task of the Committee and its Horking Group.

The proposals bofore the Committee and thoza that go before the Conference
might fall into three broad categwrien:

1) Broad objectives and principles on the basis of whioch solutions
to the world food problem have to0 be found. ‘

2) Specific propozals on which it is popsmible to get a clear—out
undergtanding or commitment for national and internmational action.

3) The rest of the recommendations of a general nature addressed to
national govermments or international agencies.

The meeting of Interested Delegationa has already made congiderable progress
with regard to the first category on objectives and principles. The meeting almo
felt that these broad objectives and principlem might be usefully included in a
generel declaration which the Conference might congider for adoption.

The recommendations in the second category conmtitute the hard core of the work
of the Conference. The Preparatory Committee could greatly facilitate the task of
the Conference if it could identify the specific topics on which it might congider
the adoption of specific resolutions. The rest of the proposals in category (3)
could be reflected in the report of the Conference.

The dipcussions of gub-items (a), (b), (o) and (d) of item 9 of the provisional
agenda in this Committee have already provided a reasonable basis to identify topics
to which most governmentis attach high priority and on which they would like the Con-
ference to take gpecific dacizions or recommend smpecific actiona.

In the light of thip debate, the following ten topics would geem to be appro-
priate for the adoption of ppecific resolutions. The identification of thess topics
for priority action does not mean that the other proposals are not impo?tant.

SECTION I

1) Specific food production goals or targots and the relationship of thege
targets to brozod devolopment objectives, Second Development Decade strategy, the
action progromme of the Goneral Assembly Special Sossion, and its next year's
gspecial gopsion on devolopment,

2) Prioritios of cgrioultural and rural development including appropriate
agrarian reforms, to onpure graator financial and policy support by national
governmentsj and idontification of programmes and policies that are particularly
important for the attainment of food production objectives in different regions.
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3) Main elements of a world fertilizer policy to tackle tho short-term fertilizer
problem and to provide the bamis for a significant expansion in fertilizer production
capacity in countries that possess natural gas or phosphate rock to support an export=
oriented fertilizer industry, and in other dewveloping countries which do not have the
basic raw materials but where aspecific local factors justify such investment.

4) Research and technology to expand international research progremmen for develop-
ing couniries and to improwve the capacity of developing countries to expand their own
applied research programmes.

SECTION II

5) A consolidated repolution on nutrition programmes and policies to underline
the urgency of longer-term food and nutrition policies coupled with gpecific pro-
grammes to improve the nutritional status of under-privileged groups in the inter-
mediate period,

SECTION III1

6) The establighmont of a food information and early warning mystem with the
coopsration of all governmentis.

7) Food security to reaffirm the common regpencibility of the entire international
community to ensure a greater food gscurity through coordingted policies of ptock-
holding, and to identify the manner in which thin regponsibility can be defined nmors
concretely by the Conference.

8) Food aid policies and prograrmmes 4o reflect tho concspt of foruwanrd planning
of agriculiure and greater contimuity in the lewvel of food aid with improved arrange-—
ments for meeting emergency food sid nceds, end improvad coordinotion of food aid

policies and programmes.
SECTION IV

9) Price stabilisation to affirm the importcnes of groatcr stobility in food
prices and of intergowvermmental coopcration in ovolwing accoptoble mtabiligation

arrangsments.

10) Improved trading arrengements and adjustment fromework, to incresse the food
import capacity of developing countries and to give an adequate ghare to food-oxporting
developing countries in the futuro world trade in food preducta,.

[ XX R XS NEN]

The Secretariat would be ready to propare for formal or informal digoussion draft
regolutions on any of thess topics if the governments eo desire. Theass will, no
doubt, be baged on the proposals in the decument taking into account the main oconclue
sions of the debate on specific subjeocts in the last weeok.

In addition to these specific ten pubjects whoms relative priority was clearly
reflected in the debate last weok, there would bs need to reach gome consengus on
the question of (a) Flow of larger resources for agricultural development; and (b)
follow-up action to implement the proposals coming out of the Conference. But dig-
cussions of these inter-related subjocts will be taken up later today. Hay I now
make a few brief comments to faoilitate your disoussion of section 5 of the Action

document .



A very useful starting point for the Committee's discussion on section 5 of the
Action document is provided by the report of the meeting of Interested Delegations.
Paragraph 7 of this Report summaripes the main points on which is waas possible for
the meeting to reach agreement. These includes

- Hain elements of a world food policy as summariged in paragraph 655 of the
document; +that is, provision of additional resources to increase food proe
duction; need to improve food aid and other measures to improve nutritionj
and, thirdly, the need to ensure greater food gecurity.

=~ The need for an integrated approach to solve the world food preblem,

= The need to congider all the specific proposals as complementary elements
in an integrated approach along with the Secretariat proposals which have
taken into account several easentials of the individual proposals.

[ A X XN ER XN NS

It is important to clarify here that we are talking about an integrated approach
that takes into account the gpecifioc functiong that need to be perfommed in relation
to the objectives that are being proposed to the Conference, and a follow=-up action.
These objectives are:

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)
6)

7)

Increasing the flow of external regources to promote agricultural
development in developing countrion;

Coordinating national and international policies on food aid and
food mecurity; :

Promoting joint ventures among oil-producing countries, private
companies who have technical competence, and developing countries
with markets;

Promoting linkages between foreign private capital and developing
countries in a variety of agrioultural enterpriges, including food
processing, sugar refining and memt productiong

Financing food mtocks in developing countriea;

Helping to finance unfilled food requirements in countries which have
chronic food deficite and inguffiocient rezources to pay for all the
food imports they needs

Promoting major land use and irrigation projects in areas such as the
Sahel, and in gome of the world'a groat River Bagins where substantial
investment will be required for long-~term development of the areas'
great food production potential, through the financing of regional or
sub-regional development agencies.

When it comes to the follow-up action, the Secretariat proposal of a World Food
Authority is, in effect, an integrated realization of these objectives through a new
ocordinating mechanism. Here, I would like to mention that one need not cling to
the neme™iorld Food Authority". Whether thin appellation is applied, or any other,
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is not the issue. The main goal is, firstly, the integration of all these objeo-
tives; and, seoondly, the provision of a follow-up mechanimm. Undeubtedly, the
nature of ingtitutional arrangements needed to achieve the desired objectives will
depend on more detailed discussions among govermnments.

In proceeding from significant elements of oonaensus to give concrete shape to
an agreed approach, we have to take into aocount, as already emphazized by several
delegates, the possibility of mobilising additional resowrces for agricultural
development from the traditional donors and from what is now being called potential
donors. I am speaking about a new flow of resources.

In the last few days, I have intensified my contacts with the potential donors
and I am greatly encouraged by the reactions I have so far received. The considera-
tion of this matier and the related proposals is now approaching a stage where more
clear indications should be available very soon. I hope I will be able to report
again on this subject later.

Moy I refer briefly to another matter which occupies the minds
of delegations who are neither traditional donors nor potential donors. These are
the countries which are worgt hit by food shortages. They have pitched their hopes
on the Conference for finding solutions to their immediate and long-term problems.
Many of the proposals suggested to the Conference are geared to the medium term but
it is most urgent that high priority oonsideration be given now on an emergency basis
to such matters as food aid to hungry people, and fertilizer and other inputs for the
next crop in many countries.

Those countries are not mere spectators, but wish to participate to the best of
their abilities in the hammering out of oonflicting interests and ideologies. This
is the essence of international eoconomioc cooperation, and I fervently hope that our
future work at this Committee is inspired and guided by this spirit which could give
the forthcoming World Conference its distinctive character and unique place in history.





