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THE WORLD FOOD PROBLEM: PROFOSALS FOR NATIONAL AND
IRTERNATIONAL ACTION

United Kingdom Standing Conferance on the Second United Nations
Development Decades gtatement

The Secretary-(eneral has roceived the following statement, dated 27 September
1974,which is circulated in accordancs with paragraphs 23 and 24 of Beonomic and
Social Council remolution 1296 (XLIV).

PROPCSALS TO INCREASE RESOURCES FOB AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

1. Thip memorandum is submitted by the United Kingdom Standing Conference on the
Second United Nationg Development Dsoade; a body of which one hundred and
twenty-six voluntary organizations sre members, including all the major United
Kingdom fund raising agencies.

2., We have sgtudied the Azpessment of the World Food Situation from which it ia
clear that unless developing countries increase their food production substan-
tially thers can be no solution to the world food crisis. Furthermore, since
in most of these countries gubsistence famers foim the majority of the popu-
lation and producs most of the food, maximum resources must be provided to the
subsistence farming sector.

3. Therefore:

a. Developing countries must be helped to give top priority to
maximising food production; and

b. Developed countries, in apite of ourrent sconomic difficulties,
mugt meek ways to provide more regources for ihisg purpope even
if this means reducing their demands for the game resources.



4.

Se

This Standing Conference asks the World Food Conference, and the developed
countries in particular, to consider these propoesala:

i.

ii.

iii,

iv.

Ve
vie

vii,

All donor countries traditional or potential and international
agencies should urgently consider the poasibility of a HORATORIUM,
for five years in the first instance, on all interest and capital
repayments due to them from the developing countrieg; on the
understanding that funds so released will be uged wholly for pro-
grammes to increase food production. Funds rszleaged by such a
moratorium would be additional to those provided through noxmal

aid programmes.

Developing countrieg, or at least those listed by the Horld Bank
as in greatest need, should bs invited and agsigted to prepare
urgently, country by couniry, programmes specifically designed to
increase production by subsiastence farmers, and to achieve more
effective and equitable distribution,

Programmes under (ii) above should be exsmined and digcussed by
working parties congsisting of rspresentatives of the developing
country concsrnedj of the countries providing funds and technical
apgigtance; of relevant United Hations Agencies; and of major
voluntary funding agencies prepsred to offer help. The posgi-
bilities and value of diecupsions with commercial firms which
could offer help with fertilizers, marketing, credit, etc., should
alno be consgidered.

All new aid for progremmes to increage food production at the
gsabgistence faming lovel ghould be in the form of outright grants.

All aid for puch programmes ghould be untied.
Technical assistance should be made frecly available.

Adequate supplies of fertilizers end other inpute should bhe provided
at concessionary prices.

He have proﬁossd above a combined effort to molve the problem of chronic world
food ahortages. He recognise that planned increasss in food production in

developed couniries and more equitable distribution will also bo necessary.

Since

goverments slone can provide remources on the pcale needed, we, and many people
in other countries, are now challenging them to find ways by which generous and
practical action ocan be tmken quickly on the scale demanded by the crisis.





