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THE WORLD FOOD PRO:BID: PROPOSALS FOR NATIONAL AND
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United Kins?em Standing Conferenoe on the Seoond United Nations
p'evelopnent Decade: sta.tement

The Seoretary-General ha.s rooeived the follo111ng statement, dated 27 September
1974,which is oircula.ted in accordenee \'fi.th paragra.phs 23 and 24 of' Economio and
Social Counoil resolution 1296 (XLIV).

PROPOSALS TO INCREASE RESOURCES FOR AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMEm'

1. This memorandum is submitted by tho United Kingdom Standing Conferenoe on the
Seoond United Nations Development DnCk~e; a bo~ of which one hundred and
twenty-six voluntary organizations are members, inoluding all the major United
Kingdom fund raising agenoies.

2. We ha.ve studied the Aasemsment of the World Food Situation from which it is
olear that tL~less developing oountries incrGage thoir food produotion substan­
tially there can be no solution to the world food or10io. Furthermore, sinoe
in moat of these oountries subsistenoe farmers form the majority of the popu­
la.tion and produce most of the food, marlmum r000\11'Oel: must be provided to the
subsistence farming sector.

3. Therefore:

a. Developing countrieo must be helped to give top priority to
maximising food produotion; and

b. Developed oountrieo, in spite of ourrent ooonomic difficulties,
must Beek w~s to provide more resourcos for this purpooe even
if th1s meano reducing their demands for the came reoouroes.
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4. This Standing Conference asks the World Food Conference, and the developed
countries in particular, to consider theoe proposals:

i. All donor countries traditional or potentia.l and international
agencies should urgently consider the possibility of a MORATORIUM,
for five years in the first instance, on all interest and ca.p!tal
rep~entB due to them from the developing countries; on the
understanding that funds so released will be UDod wholly for pro­
grammes to increase food production. Funds released by such a
moratorium would be additional to those provided through normal
aid programmes.

it. Developing countries, or at least those listed by the World Bank
as in greatest need, should be invited and assisted to prepare
urgently, country by country, programmes specifically designed to
increase production by subsistence farmera, and to achieve more
effective and equitable diatribution.

i11. Programmes under (ii) above should be examined and discu8aed by
working parties conoisting of rsproaontatiwEI of the developing
country concerned, of the countries providing funds and technical
assistanoe, of relevant United Nations Agencies; and of major
voluntary funding agenoioB prep&red to offer help. The posai­
bilit~es and value of dicouooions with commeroial firms which
could offer help with fertilizers, marketing, credit, etc., should
aloo be considered.

iv. All now aid for programmeD to increase food produotion a.t the
uubsistence faming lovel should be in the form of outright grants.

v, All aid for aueh programmes uhould be untied.

vi.. Technical assistance should be m&do freely availablo.

vii. Adequate supplies of fertilizers and other inputo should be provided
at ooncessionar,y pricos.

5. We have proposod above a combined effort to DOln the problOOl of chronio world
food shortages. We recognizo that planned increaass in food production in
developed countries and mora equitable distribution will alBo be neoeD~. Since
governments alone can provide resourcos on the oca.le needod, we, and mt\11Y people
in other oountries, are now challenging thflm to find vqs by which genereua and
practical aotion can be taken quiokly on the fJcale demanded by the orisis.




