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IIis E~~cellency Emperor Hirohito, 
Prime Hiai_ster Takeo Miki, 

Minister o~ Foreign Affairs, 
Hr. Monoru Hiroka1m. 

In reference to the proposal dated 1 April 1975 ~ of Mr. Minoru Hirokawa, 
president of the Exploiti~g Company of General Resources, to mine phosphate deposits 
of Angaur Islancl, Palau Distri~t, I, as the High Chief Ucherbelau of Angaur Island, 
wrnt to inform you fo:::-mally thc.t the Angaur phosphate cla:i.ms against Germany 
(1909-1914), Jt:>.pan \1.914-1944) and the Government of the United States of Am::=rica 
(1946-1955.) have been submitted to the United Nations Trusteeship Cou11cil and are 
pending to be resolved with or through the United States Government as the 
Administering Authority of the Trust 'l'erritory of the Pacific Islands, Hicronesia. 

I want to remind that the Angaur phosphate claims must first be settled fairly 
before the proposal for mining sholtld be considered. Though I don't mm southern 
lands of A.'l'lgaur where most phosphate deposits are concentrated, still I have a 
direct control over the Angaur main dock and the land where the phosphate-d17ers 
a~e located, so that even if the southern l~'l'ld owners agree to mine their l&~ds, I 
-,,;-;n 't pc:cmit the use of the dock ar.d the phosphate-dryers for mi:1ing operations 
lA:lless the Ange.ur phosphate claims are first settled fairly. 

I and most Angaur leaders, knmdng that Japan is one of the most developed 
nut ions in the \mrld, have been wondering as to '\>1hat kind of conscience, human 
~eeling and understanding the Japru!ese autho:::-ities have, particularly the Prime 
H:i.nister; Minister of Foreign Affairs and Mr. M. Hiro};:s.wa, uhen they knmr that 
be:£'o:o:e the Second Wo:::-ld \var, Japan op:r;ressed and inhu:man.i..y treated P.ngau:.- people 
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-.dth cruc:Ltics nnd grave injustices by forcibly nu1-ung their limited and p:recious 
lands v!:l. tllout compcnnations whe.tsoever a.nd ir.fli(~ted majo::: and pc1"'lla.."le:lt deJ::Eges 
to ll!'.f:)::,u~ land:::;; furthemore, Japan brought t.he Second World viar to invade e!lti 
levcled Angaur to the ground withou-t frd.:>:" vrar-claims compcnsatio:ns. In v-iew of 
these disast<::T3 <J.nd. injustices brought. to /!ngaur by Japc-.n ~ nmr t.he pro:p-":lsal to mine 
l'.n1:;a:e.r r;.gai!l, :::.re (!Onsidered an in~:mJ.t t:J the Angaur pe::lple beyond r:r'f comprehension: 

I be.l:i.~ve the .:;·G.pc.nese peqple,,-especi.c.lly the U..."liversit.y students, w:i.ll support 
the !-ngaur claims t.hat Ja!_):).l"l shotl!-(pay fairly for the preYious L1irrl.ng and c:t>Jne.ges 
before proposal for mining sho;vJ.d bt; considered~ 

.L have to speak out to' break· the silence that has been kept to:J long before 
it :i.s tco late. 

Very truly yours, 

{f.!~ned) Ucherbelau K. JOSEPH 
High Chief of Angaur Isle.nd 

( S:i.gned.) Balerio U. PEDRO 
--Phosphate-Claims Representativt;: 
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