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Note by the Secretary-General: In accordance w:tth. rule 24 and· 

supplementary rule F of the rules of procedure for the Trusteeship Council and . 

in accordance with paragraphs 9 and 10 o_f the Report of the Committee on 

Examin~tion of Petitions (T/L,2·,-' and Corr,l) approved by the Tru.~t.eeship Council 

at its 397th meeting, on 13 March 1952,. the Secretary-General has the honour to 

transmit to the members of the Tr.usteeship Cou:Qcil and to the Government of 

Italy as the Administering Authority for the Trust Territory of Som~liland, -a 

communication de.ted 2 May i952 fro~ the ''Comit~ directeur du 'Kumzse ,n 
concerning the Trust Territory of the Cnmeroons under French administration. 
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The Governing Body of the Kl~SE, the Traditional Assenbly cf the 

Bamileke People (Dr,chang, Can:eroonr, under French Trusteeship), at its ordinary 

meeting on 2 MaJ~ 1952, takes nr./ , that article 2 of the Labour Coc1e in the 

overseas territories as voted by the Council of the Ilepubl:Lc on 6 February 1952, 

is disastrous to the overseas ~eoples. · 

Th8 Geneva Internatior.al Convention of 28 June 1930, a ret1·ov·ade 

document, regulates forced labour and cannot be interpreted in France as· 

promoting the prohibition of forced labour ar, some French citizens would like 

it to appear to be doing. 

The Council of the Gover~ing j3cdy of IruNZSE is profoundly convinced 

that the introduction of that cor.vcLtion, '!.u.der article 2, will, if it is 

maintained,' serve as a :orete:xt for resuming the recruitme.:1t of forced labour 

in the overseas territories. 

It therefore protests most strongly r..gainst art:i.cle 2, which i-'ill 

once more bring grief to African t:ethers ond children, and spread death in 

its train. 

The sad days of forced labour before the last 'Vlorld War are not yet 

forgotten: many of us had left our hor:es to te:~e refuee in the Cameroonr: under 

Bri.tir:h administration where forced labour was unknOim; most of the families, 
' 

es~ecially in Africa, were disr-ersed as a result of lack of freedom, etc. 

If those vrcre the achievements of a human institution, what purpose 

had it served? IJ.hat of the Ca·-.:~·oons or of :B'rance1 No, it cotU.d only 

serve the interests of thoso uho are the enemies of society, the brigands. 

But since the abolition of forced labour and the .Indi,12;en'J.t in 1946, 

official r:tatistics Gho'' an appreciable increase in·the population of the 

Cnrreroons, together with a co~r:iderable development of economic production in 

the territory, as one truly French Hinir:ter has confirmed in a recent speech 

at Ynounde • 

The French Government should not bear the responsibility for the acts 

of a few individuals, for if it does not react in time, the tears of the 

overseuG :r:coples may bring down a curse upon it. 

/So fer 
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So far no Cameroonian who has been to France has ever had any 

difficulty in enjoying the same freedom to work as his fellow men. Experience 

has thus shown that anything that is bad for a Frenchman worthy of the name is 

equally bad for honest coloured people, of whatever social class. 

The n:.eeting of the Governing Body of. KUN.ZSE, an independent indigenous 

association, requests the Frenc>·. '}overnm.ent and all the people of France, 

regardless of party, to take action in the t:piri-'c of tn~e French justice by 

securing the complete abolition of article 2 of the Labour Code for the 

Overseas Territories or the withdrawn! of the International Geneva Convention 

of 28 June 1930. 

It also requests all oversees t:arliamentar;r deputies to m·mken to the 

danger that is threatening their electors • 
• 

The people of the CarrEroons, for their part, now prefer death to 

forced labour. 

Done at Dschang (Cemeroons), 2 May 1952. 

The Gene1·al Counci~ of the Gover:ojng Bocly of the .K'UMZSE 

Copies to: 

Atcam: . . • • . . • • • . • . . . . • . . • • • • • • . • • . • • • 1 
Haussaire Yaounde·: .•••••••••••••••••• 
J.iinister for Overseas France: •• • ••••• 
Hational Assembly: ••••••••••••••••••• 
Conseil de lv:iagistrnture; .••••••••••••• 
All Krr~~SE Cotmittees: ••••••••••••••• 
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I I 
Bamileke Traditional Assembly 

(seal): 

KUMZSE 

Cameroons 
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