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1. This :petition" arises' from a decision to establisl1 near Kom, in. the ·Bamenda 

Province, a 
1
lepcr settlement to be managed, with Govcr~ent. assis~noe:, by the 

Cameroons Ba:ptist IViisfi:i.on. Thi~ ·proJect will a_atiofy. 1-rha~ the Co'lUlcil·already 

.. _.,, . 

. ,. )' 

,•.:. 

. • .r 

·. •. 

knows has· been. a· 'lon(s•felt viaht · ·1n .ti1e · ·:samenda Province. 
. • ... ... . ""''. 

2. The site in question' ~ae ~e1ected ··~·~ being the roost .. suitabl~. ·by the resident;·: · 

the Field Superintendent. bf .the Mia·a~~n· a~ A~·io~~l.tral and Veterinary Officers;~'\.:'.:. 
It is in .land .. -in: the c)ccu:fetio~ of the. Kom. cian. The Resident then put tJ e 

:pro:posal to the Fon of Dikom nnd the Kom Council, explaining in detail the 

objects and nature of the ochc;me, and they agreed that the land should be made 

available to the Mission for the pur:pooe of eatablishin~ a leper settlement. A 

co:py of a letter on the subJect written for the Fon by the official scribe and 

bearing his thtunb :print is ap:pended. 

3. The petitioner did not take :part in these discussions. He now alleges that 

the Kom Co'lUlcil was deceived as to the nature of the :project, that the site ia 

unsatiafacto1·y and that it differs from that shown to the Government officers and 

missionary by the ]'on 'a meascnge1·s. Among the pa:pel'a submitted by the :petitioner 

is a co:py of a ~etter :pur}JOrting to be written by himself on the Fon's behalf 

:protesting to the Mission about the :position of the site. 

4. The Resident ha.s oince referred these objections in ;verson to the Fon and 

Council who have re:rmdiated them. 

5. The alleGation that the :r;eo:ple of E.om were hootile to the scheme was 

examined by the Executive Coru1cil of the Eaotern Region, a body with a J.arc;e 
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majority of elected African members, who rejected it and advised the Lieutenant­

Governor to .Proceed with the grant of the Certificate of Occu.PBncy to the Mission, 

and the J?ayment of compensation to the few occu:pe.nts thus dist:ur.bed in 

accordance with the law. 

6. The Administering Authority considers that the petitioner's protest is 

unfounded and contrary to the public interest, · However, if he wises to IDaintain 

it, recourse to the Courta ia open to him; since section 21(1) of the Land and 

Native Rights Ordinance in force reads as follows: 

"If the right of the Governor to grant any right of occupancy 

over any land should be dia:puted, proceedin@l roay be taken in the . 

Supreme Court." 

7• The Administering Authority therefore suggests that the Council should 

inform the :petitioner tlmt it has received and considered his.re:presentations, but 
' . . ~ . 

that in view of the fact that the .Proposa~ to est~blish.a much-zmeded leper 

settlement near Kom has received the ap:PJ.·oval of t?e Fon of Bikom and· the Kom 

Council, and of the com:petent regional authority,· it sees no cause to intervene. 

/Fon' s Palace, 



The Chief Commissioner, 

Thro 1 Commiaoioner Cameroona 1 

Thro 1 Rea ident 1 Bamenda 1 

Thro I Distl:_ict Officer I vlum. 

Sir, 
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Fon' s Palace 1 
Laikom .. :Kom1 

. vlum District, 
Eamenda :P:covince 

12th A:pril, 1952, . 
I 

l. I have to bring to your informa tj.on and guidance that I have given land 

to the Baptist Mission at Hbingo .. Kom area, for a leper colony which is to be 

established in nr.1 land, 

2. I have to let you unCl.erstand and record this fact tmt I have not sold 

the land to the Mission ao is the allegation going on now. It :J.s a free eii't and 

the Hisaion my not cl..:dlll title to that plrticular :plot of land. 

3• I do not want any citizen of Rom or Government officers to give humbug 

to the Mission about that land unless I desire at any time to remove them from 

that land 1 .. subject to future miaUildel·standings. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

FOU NDI H. R, TJ!. 

('1WJW3 MARK) 




