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The meeting was called to order at 9.05 a.m.

Agenda item 110

Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the
Organization (A/74/1)

The President: The General Assembly will hear
a presentation by the Secretary-General of his annual
report (A/74/1) on the work of the Organization, under
agenda item 110.

I now give the floor to His Excellency Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres.

The Secretary-General: The Charter of the
United Nations sends a clear message to us all: put
people first. The first words of the Charter, “We the
peoples”, are a summons to place people at the centre
of our work — every day, everywhere. People with
anxieties and aspirations, people with heartbreaks and
hopes and, above all, people with rights. Those rights
are not a favour to be rewarded or withheld; they are an
endowment for simply being human.

Throughout the first half of my mandate, I have had
the good fortune to meet people around the world, not
in gilded meeting rooms but where they live, work and
dream. And I have listened. I have heard families in the
South Pacific who fear their lives being swept away by
rising seas; young refugees in the Middle East yearning
for a return to school and home; Ebola survivors in
North Kivu struggling to rebuild their lives; women
demanding equality and opportunity; people of all

(Nigeria)

beliefs and traditions who suffer simply because of who
they are; and so many others.

We are living in a world of disquiet. A great many
people fear getting trampled, thwarted, left behind.
Machines take their jobs, traffickers take their dignity,
demagogues take their rights, warlords take their lives,
fossil fuels take their futures. And yet people believe
in the spirit and ideas that bring us to this Hall. They
believe in the United Nations. But do they believe in
us? Do they believe that, as leaders, we will put people
first? We the leaders must deliver for we the peoples.

People have the right to live in peace. One year ago
in this Hall, I spoke of winds of hope despite the chaos
and confusion of our world (see A/73/PV.6). Since
then, some of those currents have continued to move
in promising directions. Against the expectations of
many, elections unfolded peacefully in Madagascar, the
Maldives and the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
to name just a few places. Greece and the Republic of
North Macedonia resolved their decades-long name
dispute. Political dialogue in the Sudan and the peace
process in the Central African Republic have brought
renewed hope. A long-sought step forward has just been
taken on the political path out of the tragedy in Syria, in
line with Security Council resolution 2254 (2015).

As I announced yesterday, an agreement has been
reached with all parties for a credible, balanced and
inclusive Syrian-owned and Syrian-led constitutional
committee. My Special Envoy just left Damascus
after finalizing the last details with the Government
and the opposition. The United Nations looks
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forward to convening the committee in Geneva in the
coming weeks.

However, across the global landscape, we see
conflicts persisting, terrorism spreading and the risk
of a new arms race growing. Outside interferences,
often in violation of Security Council resolutions, make
peace processes more difficult. Many situations remain
unresolved, from Yemen and Libya to Afghanistan
and beyond.

A succession of unilateral actions threatens
to thwart a two-State solution between Israel and
Palestine. In Venezuela, 4 million people have fled
the country — one of the largest displacements in the
world. Tensions are heightened in South Asia, where
differences need to be addressed through dialogue.

Above all, we are facing the alarming possibility of
armed conflict in the Gulf, the consequences of which
the world cannot afford. The recent attack on Saudi
Arabia’s oil facilities was completely unacceptable. In a
context where a minor miscalculation can lead to a major
confrontation, we must do everything possible to push
for reason and restraint. I hope for a future in which all
the countries of the region can live in a state of mutual
respect and cooperation, without interference in each
other’s affairs. I hope equally that it will still be possible
to preserve the progress on nuclear non-proliferation
represented by the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action.

From the first day, I have emphasized prevention,
mediation and a surge in diplomacy for peace in order
to address the crises that we face. Consider the lives
that we can save by strengthening our investments to
sustain peace around the world. Across some of the
most troubled corners of the world, some 100,000
United Nations peacekeepers protect civilians and
promote peace.

Through the Action for Peacekeeping initiative,
we are strengthening our effectiveness and efficiency
and we are renewing partnerships with troop- and
police-contributing countries, host countries and
regional organizations, such as the African Union and
the European Union.

I am also proud of the work of our humanitarian
workers, easing suffering around the world. Fully half
of all international relief aid is channelled through
the United Nations, ensuring that millions receive
protection, food, medicine, shelter, water and other
life-saving forms of assistance. This year alone, in
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brutal attacks and other circumstances, we have lost
at least 80 peacekeepers, humanitarian workers and
others, all of whom gave their lives serving the United
Nations and trying to better the lives of others. I honour
their service and their sacrifice.

We have Dbolstered our counter-terrorism
architecture and defined new strategies to tackle
violent extremism and to address root causes, while
respecting human rights. I have put forward a new
disarmament agenda to advance global peace. In the
near term, the New START Treaty must be extended.
We must work to address the heightened threat posed
by ballistic missiles and ensure a successful 2020
Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. The situation of
the Korean peninsula remains uncertain. I fully support
the efforts towards a new summit between the President
of the United States and the leader of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea.

At this time of transition and dysfunction in global
power relations, there is a new risk looming on the
horizon that may not yet be large but it is real. I fear the
possibility of a great fracture — the world splitting in
two, with the two largest economies on Earth creating
two separate and competing worlds, each with their
own dominant currency, trade and financial rules, their
own Internet and artificial intelligence capacities and
their own zero-sum geopolitical and military strategies.
We must do everything possible to avert the great
fracture and maintain a universal system — a universal
economy with universal respect for international law, a
multipolar world with strong multilateral institutions.

People have a right to security in all its dimensions.
Every measure to uphold human rights helps to deliver
sustainable development and peace. In the twenty-
first century, we must see human rights with a vision
that speaks to each and every human being and
encompasses all rights — economic, social, cultural,
political and civil.

It would be a mistake to ignore or diminish
economic, social and cultural rights. However, it
would be equally misguided to think that those rights
are enough to answer people’s yearnings for freedom.
Human rights are universal and indivisible. One cannot
pick and choose, favouring some while disdaining
others. People have a right to well-being and a dignified
standard of living, with health, housing and food; social
protection and a sustainable environment; education,
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not only to learn but to learn how to learn and prepare
for the future; and decent jobs, particularly for young
people. Those rights permeate the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and they are among our best
tools for preventing conflict.

Yet we are not on track. Inequality is exploding.
Our global economy generates great flows of income
but that prosperity is captured by a small number of
elites. It is a sad fact of our world today that one’s
chances of leading a life free of want and in full human
dignity still depend more on the circumstances of one’s
birth than one’s innate capacities.

Today’s High-level Political Forum on Sustainable
Development and the High-level Dialogue on Financing
for Development to be held on Thursday, 26 September,
are opportunities to ramp up ambition, including by
utilizing the promise of technology and innovation,
as recommended by the High-level Panel on Digital
Cooperation, which has concluded its report.

As was emphasized at yesterday’s Climate Action
Summit 2019, the climate emergency is a race that
we are losing but it is a race we can win if we change
our ways now. Even our language must adapt: what
once was called climate change is now truly a climate
crisis and what was once called global warming has
more accurately become global heating. We are seeing
unprecedented temperatures, unrelenting storms and
undeniable science.

Ten days ago, in the Bahamas, I saw the destruction
caused by Hurricane Dorian. That aftermath is a mere
prelude to what science tells us is on its way. But
something else is on its way — solutions. The world
is starting to move, not yet fast enough but in the
right direction, away from fossil fuels and towards the
opportunities of a green economy.

The Climate Action Summit highlighted some
of the solutions that we need to scale up in order to
dramatically reduce emissions, keep the temperature
rise to 1.5°C degrees and reach carbon neutrality
by 2050. But we are not yet there. We must build on
that momentum and do much more to be able to defeat
climate change.

(spoke in French)

People have a right to the fundamental freedoms
that every country has promised to uphold. Yet today
we are at a critical juncture where long-standing rights
are being threatened, undermined and thwarted. We
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see wide-ranging impunity, including for violations
of international humanitarian law. We are seeing the
emergence of new forms of authoritarianism. And,
in too many spaces, the disappearance of civic space
stifles the voice of citizens. Human rights defenders,
environmental activists and journalists are being
targeted. Day after day, click after click, from one
camera to another, surveillance systems expand their
reach and encroach on our privacy. Those cracks are
more than just the collapse of the rules governing the
behaviour of States and the economy; they go deeper.
They are testing our compassion and humanity.

With an unprecedented number of refugees and
displaced people, what has happened to our solidarity?
We see borders — and, above all, hearts — closing
and societies becoming hostile to foreigners. We watch
refugee families being torn apart and their right to
seek asylum denied. We must restore the integrity of
the international refugee protection regime and deliver
on the promise of shared responsibility set out in the
global compact on refugees.

We must also build on the momentum of the landmark
adoption, in December 2018, of the Global Compact
for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration — the first
agreement of its kind. We must strengthen international
cooperation for orderly and regular migration, and
remove the management of migratory movements from
the hands of the smugglers and criminals who enrich
themselves on the backs of vulnerable people. The
human rights of every migrant must be respected.

Sadly, fear is winning in today’s world. Isolation
and mistrust of the other are being used for political
purposes. That is why I have launched two initiatives.
The first is an Organization-wide strategy to combat
hate speech. The second is an action plan to support
efforts to safeguard religious sites and uphold the
freedom of worship. All minorities — ethnic, religious
or other — must be able to fully enjoy their fundamental
rights. Social cohesion is rarely easy; we must make
great efforts to ensure that every community feels that
its identity is respected and that it can fully participate
in society as a whole. To those who choose oppression
or division, I say that diversity is not a threat, but
an asset. It is unacceptable that, in the twenty-first
century, women and men are persecuted because of
their beliefs, identity or sexual orientation. We must,
of course, also guarantee the rights of vulnerable and
marginalized people. To that end, this year, I launched
the first United Nations Disability Inclusion Strategy.
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Finally, let us not forget the most widespread form
of discrimination in the world, one that affects half of
humankind — gender discrimination against women
and girls. Gender equality is fundamentally a question
of power. That power remains, mainly, in the hands of
men. We see it in parliaments, boardrooms and, even
this week — it must be said — in the halls and meeting
rooms of the United Nations. We must break with the
immobility of the past and think of women’s rights and
representation as a common goal for all humankind.
That is why, every day at the United Nations, we work
for gender parity and regional gender balance. Today
we have achieved parity in my Senior Management
Group and among Resident Coordinators leading the
work of the United Nations in each country.

(spoke in Spanish)

I will not let up until we have reached gender
parity at all levels at the United Nations and full
equality for women and girls around the world. That
means continuing to push back against those who
resist women’s rights. It means calling out a troubling
commonality in terrorist attacks, extremist ideologies
and brutal crimes — the violent misogyny of the
perpetrators. It also means stepping up our efforts to
expand opportunities.

Based on current trends, it will take two centuries
to close the economic empowerment gap. We cannot
accept a world that tells my granddaughters that
equality will have to wait for their granddaughters’
granddaughters.

(spoke in English)

As we continue all this vital work and more, I
have launched ambitious reforms to make the United
Nations more effective. I count on the Member States
to place our Organization on a sound financial footing.
In an ever more divided world, we need a strong United
Nations.

Next year we will mark the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the United Nations — a critical moment
to renew our common project. The problems we face
are real, but so is hope. As we strive to serve people, we
can also be inspired by people.

Over the past two and a half years, I have spent
time with young African girls learning to code, with
teachers equipping young people with new skills for the
future and with entrepreneurs in many fields leading
the world, innovation by innovation, into the green
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economy. They and so many others are helping to build
the future we want. Their aspirations and their human
rights must always be our touchstone.

We are here to serve. We are here to advance the
common good while upholding our shared humanity
and values. That vision united the founders of our
Organization. At a time of division, today we must
reconnect with that spirit. Let us restore trust, rebuild
hope and move ahead together.

The President: I thank the Secretary-General for
his presentation.

Agenda item 8
General debate

The President: It is with great pleasure that I
welcome everyone to the general debate of the General
Assembly at its seventy-fourth session. The presence of
all participants is a veritable testament to the primacy
of this great multilateral body. The issues raised
here are most critical and increasingly urgent for the
attainment of international peace and security, as well
as the achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). For too long, we have remained at the
crossroads of human development and, if we are to
propel humankind to attain its utmost capacity, then
we need to join efforts to find solutions to the untold
hardships — violent conflicts, terrorism, natural
disasters, drug and sex trafficking, illiteracy, and so
on — that beset millions of people around the world.

In 1945, rising from the ashes of the Second World
War, this Organization was created to ensure that
we would never again traverse that destructive path.
Despite occasional failings on our part, much good has
come to humankind because of the work of this great
Organization.

Our most recent achievement was the adoption
of the transformative and ambitious 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development in 2015. The implementation
of the SDGs by 2030 must be our priority for the sake
of the billions of people who may never step inside
this great Hall, but who hope that the work undertaken
here will galvanize efforts for poverty eradication,
zero hunger, quality education, climate action and
inclusion. Achieving our targets under the SDGs
requires cooperation in both financing and the sharing
of experience. Without a doubt, the challenges posed
by health pandemics, terrorism, displacement, climate
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change, illiteracy and poverty will not be resolved by
individual countries, as focused cooperation is required
if they are to be halted. As President of the General
Assembly at its seventy-fourth session, I will work
with all delegations and the other organs of the United
Nations to advance the implementation of the priorities
that I have set out for the seventy-fourth session of
the Assembly.

The promotion of international peace and security
is at the heart of the work of the United Nations. We
must continue to strengthen the Organization by
ensuring that its peace and security architecture is
appropriate for the twenty-first century, in particular by
making prevention a priority. Such drivers of conflict
as poverty, inequality, human rights abuses and a lack
of access to education and employment opportunities
must be tackled head-on. Through proper sharing
of ideas and functional partnerships, we can address
them successfully.

Poverty eradication remains a great challenge
globally. While many countries around the world have
succeeded in taking millions out of poverty, we have to
do more to take hundreds of millions more out of abject
poverty, misery and a squalid existence. Accordingly,
I urge delegations to reflect specifically on how their
countries can, among other things, ensure improved
social-protection systems and channel a significant
proportion of Government spending to hitherto
marginalized or excluded groups that are most affected
by poverty. In addition, countries need to cooperate on
the development of entrepreneurial capacity and in the
modernization of agriculture.

The fact that poverty and food shortages around
the world have been exacerbated by climate change
means that special focus must be placed on tackling
climate change, as the repercussions of not acting
pose grave dangers for our world, now and in future.
Those dangers are evident in the financial and human
impact that climate-related disasters like floods,
cyclones, hurricanes, droughts and wildfires cause
around the world. We need to deploy the knowledge and
technologies available to us to ensure that we do not
condemn our children to a world that cannot be repaired.
I call for cooperation among nations to ensure that
coalitions for climate resilience and mitigation actions
are formed and strengthened. Accordingly, we should
deliver on our commitments made in Paris in 2015 and
devise creative ways of bridging the huge financial and
technical gaps required for meaningful impact.
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Ensuring access to free and quality primary
and secondary education, as well as affordable and
inclusive vocational and technical education, is vital.
This is imperative, given the reality that no nation can
develop beyond its educational capacity, particularly
the capacity of its teachers. In that regard, there is
an immediate need, inter alia, to ensure that students
around the world are taught by qualified teachers in
science, technology, engineering and mathematics and
the humanities. I urge countries endowed and better
placed to deepen cooperation with those currently in
greater need of capacity development of their teachers.

In addition, there is need to reflect on the gains that
have been made and the opportunities that are available
to the girl child and disabled children. Ensuring
inclusion, particularly as it relates to the rights and
empowerment of youth, women and the disabled is the
right thing to do. It is also a guarantor of the expansion
of the economy and the accentuation of inclusion
in all countries. While many countries have made
considerable advancement in that regard, all countries
have ample room for improvement in that direction.

Clearly, effectively implementing what I have
mentioned will require that we never relapse into
the bitter rivalries of the past, while prioritizing
cooperation, mutual interests and respect. We must pool
our resources and energies and try harder to urgently
address major global challenges facing humankind.
Accordingly, it is important that we continue to
strengthen South-South and triangular cooperation to
reinforce the work of the United Nations.

Evidence abounds that we can do great things if
we are courageous, steadfast and show empathy. From
Mahatma Gandhi, who led a successful campaign for
India’s independence, to the young Greta Thunberg,
who leads the demand for action on the climate, from
Nelson Mandela, who stood resolutely and saw to the
dismantling of apartheid, to Malala Yousafzai, who,
against all odds, insisted on her rights to education,
from Martin Luther King, Junior, a Baptist minister
and leader of the civil rights movement, to Abubakar
Abdullahi, a Nigerian imam, who saved the lives of over
250 Christians when they fled to his community during
an attack on their community in Nigeria, to the various
acts of courage and generosity of ordinary people in all
countries, we are reminded that hope is not lost.

In conclusion, we should not forget that the fact that
we stand in this magnificent Hall today, in the presence
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of leaders from around the globe, to debate how best to
achieve the world of our collective dream, is aremarkable
feat in itself. I am certain that, during the remainder of
this event-packed week, which will see us all shuttling
between the various halls and meeting rooms of our
great Organization, we will be giving focused attention
to the suffering of billions of people around the world
and crafting stronger cooperation, which is essential to
creating a world where, in concert and in line with the
founding principles of this Organization, we will give
succour and hope to all people and nations for a more
peaceful and prosperous world. There is great work to
be done. We have no room for either cynicism or apathy.
We should strive together to deliver for all.

Before giving the floor to the first speaker for this
morning, I would like to remind members that the list
of speakers for the general debate has been established
on the agreed basis that statements should be no longer
than 15 minutes, so as to enable all the speakers to be
heard at a given meeting.

I would like to appeal to speakers to deliver their
statements at a reasonable pace within that time frame,
so that interpretation into the other official United
Nations languages may be provided properly.

I would also like to draw attention to the decision
taken by the General Assembly at previous sessions,
namely, that the practice of expressing congratulations
inside the General Assembly Hall after a speech has
been delivered is strongly discouraged.

In that connection, after delivering their statements,
speakers are invited to exit the General Assembly Hall
through room GA-200, located behind the rostrum,
before returning to their seats.

May I take it that the General Assembly agrees to
proceed in the same manner during the general debate
of the seventy-fourth session?

It was so decided.

The President: Finally, I should like to draw the
attention of members to the fact that during the general
debate official photographs of all the speakers are
taken by the Department of Global Communications.
Members interested in obtaining such photographs
are requested to contact the Photo Library of the
United Nations.
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Address by Mr. Jair Messias Bolsonaro, President
of the Federative Republic of Brazil

The President: The Assembly will now hear an
address by the President of the Federative Republic
of Brazil.

Mpr. Jair Messias Bolsonaro, President of the
Federative Republic of Brazil, was escorted into
the General Assembly Hall.

The President: On behalf of the General Assembly,
I have the honour to welcome to the United Nations His
Excellency Mr. Jair Messias Bolsonaro, President of
the Federative Republic of Brazil, and to invite him to
address the Assembly.

President Bolsonaro (spoke in Portuguese; English
interpretation provided by the delegation): First of all, I
thank God for my life, for the mission of presiding over
Brazil and for the opportunity to re-establish truth,
which is a good thing for all of us.

I come before the General Assembly today to
introduce a new Brazil, a country that is re-emerging
from the brink of socialism — a country being rebuilt
on the basis of the yearnings and ideals of its people.
Under my Administration, Brazil has been working
to regain the world’s trust and reduce unemployment,
violence and the risk for business activities by
streamlining bureaucracy, pursuing deregulation and,
above all, leading by example.

My country came very close to socialism, which
led to a situation of widespread corruption, serious
economic recession, high crime rates and endless
attacks on the family and religious values that underpin
our traditions. In 2013, an agreement between the
former Workers Party Government and the Cuban
dictatorship brought to Brazil 10,000 physicians who
had no evidence of professional training. They were
prevented from bringing their spouses and children,
had 75 per cent of their wages confiscated by the Cuban
regime and were denied basic freedoms, such as that
of coming and going. Their situation was tantamount
to slave labour — believe me — and it was supported
by human rights entities of both Brazil and the United
Nations alike.

Before I took office, almost 90 per cent of those
Cuban citizens left Brazil due to unilateral action by
the Cuban regime. Those who decided to stay in Brazil
will be subject to proper technical eligibility criteria in
order to exercise the medical profession. Brazil has thus
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stopped supporting the Cuban dictatorship by no longer
sending $300 million to Havana every year, as was the
case previously.

History taught us that, as early as the 1960s, Cuban
agents were sent to several countries to help establish
dictatorships across the region. A few decades ago they
tried to change the Brazilian regime and the systems
in place in other Latin American countries. They were
defeated. Brazilian civilians and military personnel
were killed and many others had their reputations
utterly destroyed. Nonetheless, we ultimately won the
war and prevailed in safeguarding our freedom.

Agents of the Cuban regime made their way likewise
into Venezuela thanks to Hugo Chavez. Today around
60,000 Cuban agents control and interfere with every
area of Venezuelan society, especially intelligence and
defence. Once a vibrant democratic country, Venezuela
is today experiencing the cruelty of socialism. It is fair
to say that, yes, socialism is working in Venezuela:
everyone is poor and deprived of freedom.

Brazil has also felt the impact of the Venezuelan
dictatorship. Of the more than 4 million citizens who
fled the hunger and violence in Venezuela, a sizeable
proportion migrated to Brazil. We have done our part
to assist them, through Operation Welcome — an
operation conducted by the Brazilian army that has
earned praise worldwide.

We have also worked with other countries, including
the United States of America, to ensure that democracy
is restored in Venezuela. We have devoted concerted
efforts to ensure that no other South American country
will experience this nefarious scourge. The Sao Paulo
Forum, a criminal organization established in 1990 by
Fidel Castro, Lula da Silva and Hugo Chavez to spread
and implement socialism throughout Latin America,
remains alive and must be fought.

In the quest for prosperity, we have put in place
policies to bring us closer to other countries that
have achieved development and consolidated their
democracy. There can be no political freedom without
economic freedom, and vice versa. A free market,
concession projects and privatization opportunities are
already a visible part of today’s Brazil. The Brazilian
economy is recovering from the distortions and chains
of more than two decades of fiscal irresponsibility,
ideological manipulation of the State apparatus and
widespread corruption. Economic openness, capable
governmental management and enhanced productivity
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are immediate goals for our Administration. We are
opening up our economy and becoming an integral
part of global value chains. In only eight months, we
have successfully concluded the two most significant
trade agreements in the history of my country: between
the Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR) and the
European Union; and between MERCOSUR and the
European Free Trade Association. We will enter into
further such agreements in the months ahead.

We also stand ready to begin the process of accession
to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development. We are well on our way in that effort,
having adopted the world’s highest standards and best
practices in all areas, ranging from financial regulation
to environmental protection.

I note the presence here of indigenous leader and
spokesperson Ms. Ysani Kalapalo. I shall now turn to
the Amazon.

First of all, I wish to say that my Administration is
solemnly committed to environmental preservation and
sustainable development, to the benefit of Brazil and the
world at large. Brazil is one of the richest countries in
the world in terms of biodiversity and mineral resources.
Our Amazon region is larger than all of Western Europe
combined and remains virtually pristine and untouched.
That is evidence of the fact that Brazil is a leader when
it comes to environmental protection.

At this time of the year, dry weather and winds
favour both spontaneous forest fires and criminal
blazes. It is important to note that indigenous peoples
and local populations also use forest fires as part of
their culture and means of livelihood.

We all know that all countries have problems.
However, the sensationalist attacks we suffered from
much of the international media following the outbreak
of fires in Amazonia stirred our patriotic sentiment. It
is a fallacy to say that the Amazon is the heritage of
humankind, and a misconception, scientists confirm,
to say that our Amazonian forests are the lungs of the
world. In resorting to those fallacies, certain countries,
instead of helping, have amplified media lies, behaved
disrespectfully and shown their true colonialist colours.
They have even called into questioned that which we
hold most dear: our sovereignty.

One of those countries, during the most recent
Group of Seven meeting, dared to suggest imposing
sanctions against Brazil without even consulting with
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or listening to Brazil. I am grateful to those countries
that refused to proceed with that absurd proposal. 1
thank President Donald Trump in particular, who very
aptly summarized the spirit that should prevail among
States Members of the United Nations, that is, respect
for the national sovereignty and freedom of each of us.

Today 14 per cent of Brazilian territory is officially
demarcated as indigenous land, but we must understand
that our native peoples are human beings like all the rest
of us. They want and deserve to enjoy the same rights as
all of us. I want to make it clear: Brazil will not increase
the area officially demarcated as indigenous lands to
20 per cent, as some Heads of State would like to see.

There are 225 different indigenous peoples in
Brazil, in addition to about 70 tribes living in isolated
locations throughout the country. Each people or
tribe has its own chief, culture, traditions, customs
and, above all, its own way of seeing the world. The
views of one indigenous leader do not represent those
of the entire Brazilian indigenous population. Some
of those leaders, such as tribal chief Raoni, have
often been used as pawns by foreign Governments
as part of their information warfare to advance their
interests in the Amazon. Unfortunately, some people,
both inside and outside Brazil, with the support of
non-governmental organizations, have stubbornly
insisted on treating our indigenous peoples as cavemen.

Brazil now has a President who cares about those
who were on our territory before the Portuguese arrived
in the 1500s. Indigenous people do not want to be poor
landowners sitting on rich lands, some of which, such
as the Yanomami and Raposa Serra do Sol reserves, are
the richest lands in the world. Those reserves are home
to vast deposits of gold, diamonds, uranium, niobium
and rare earth elements, among other resources. And
those territories are huge. The Yanomami reserve alone
is approximately 95,000 square kilometres, the size of
Portugal or Hungary, although only 15,000 indigenous
persons live there. That shows clearly that those who
attack us are not concerned with indigenous peoples as
human beings, but, rather, with the mineral wealth and
biodiversity in those areas.

As evidence of the fact that there is no single
authority among the indigenous peoples, I wish to read
out an open letter by, and representing a substantial
portion of, the indigenous communities in Brazil,
addressed to the General Assembly.
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“The Indigenous Farmers Group of Brazil,
composed of various ethnic groups with
representatives in all states of the Brazilian
Federation, who inhabit an area of over 30 million
hectares of the Brazilian territory, respectfully
addresses Brazilian society to express is full,
unconditional support for indigenous spokesperson
and representative Ysani Kalapalo, of the Xingu
indigenous park in the state of Mato Grosso,
so that she may explain to the United Nations
General Assembly, in New York, the reality of
the indigenous peoples of Brazil, as well as shed
light on the lies disseminated by the national and
international media, which insist on keeping the
indigenous peoples of Brazil as an endless market
reserve, serving the interests of foreign countries
that still see Brazil as a colony without rules
or sovereignty.

“Fourteen per cent of Brazil’s national territory
has been officially established as indigenous land,
and many communities are thirsty and eager for the
development of this part of the country to finally
take place, without ideological constraints, which
will, in turn, improve quality of life and the standard
of entrepreneurship, health care and education. A
new indigenous policy in Brazil is needed. Time
is of the essence. Bold measures can and should
be encouraged in the pursuit of autonomy and
economic empowerment for indigenous peoples.
Certainly, if a series of decisions is taken to
that effect, we can envision a new model for the
Brazilian indigenous agenda.

“A new chapter of hope is needed for
indigenous communities. The situation of extreme
poverty in which we find ourselves, surviving only
on the family stipend and basic food supply, has
never brought dignity or development. Radical
environmentalism and outdated approaches to
indigenous issues are out of sync with what
indigenous peoples truly want and are tantamount
to backwardness, marginalization and utter absence
of civic rights.

“That reality requires world leaders attending
the United Nations General Assembly to become
familiar with our wishes and aspirations through
the voice of indigenous spokesperson Ysani
Kalapalo, who will convey the real situation
of Brazilian indigenous communities and the
environment. Therefore, Ysani Kalapalo enjoys the
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trust and prestige of indigenous leaders interested
in furthering development and empowerment
and in attaining a higher profile and greater role
and voice, and is in a position to represent the 52
ethnic groups listed in the annex to this letter. The
monopoly of tribal chief Raoni is over.”

The United Nations has played a key role in
overcoming colonialism and cannot possibly accept
that this type of mindset be allowed to return to its halls
and corridors under any pretext.

We must not forget that the world needs to be
fed. France and Germany, for example, use more than
50 per cent of their territories for agriculture. By
contrast, Brazil uses no more than 8 per cent of its
land for food production; 61 per cent of our territory
is preserved. Ours is a zero-tolerance policy for crime,
including environmental crimes. I wish once again to
affirm my stance in that regard. Any initiative to help
or support the preservation of the Amazon rainforest,
or other biomes, must fully respect the sovereignty
of Brazil. Moreover, we reject attempts to exploit and
instrumentalize environmental issues or indigenous
policy in order to further foreign political and
economic interests, especially attempts disguised as
good intentions. We stand ready to work in partnership
to exploit our resources with a view to developing all of
our potential in a sustainable manner.

Brazil reaffirms its unwavering commitment to the
highest standards of human rights and to the promotion
of democracy and freedom, including the freedoms of
expression, religion and the press. That commitment
goes hand in hand with our efforts to fight corruption
and crime — an urgent demand of Brazilian society. We
will continue to contribute, in and outside the United
Nations, to building a world free from impunity, with
no safe havens for criminals or corrupt individuals.
Under my Administration, Italian terrorist Cesare
Battisti fled Brazil and was later arrested in Bolivia and
extradited to Italy. Three other terrorists from Paraguay
and one from Chile, who until recently lived in Brazil
as political refugees, have also been repatriated to
their countries of origin. Terrorists, under the guise
of politically persecuted persons, will no longer find
refuge in Brazil.

Not long ago, socialist Presidents who came before
me embezzled hundreds of billions of dollars to buy off
part of the media and our Parliament, all in a bid to attain
absolute power. They have been tried and punished
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thanks to the patriotism, perseverance and bravery
of a judge who has become an icon in my country,
Mr. Sérgio Moro, our current Minister of Justice and
Public Security. Those Presidents also transferred a
considerable amount of funds to third countries with the
aim of promoting and realizing similar power-grabbing
objectives throughout the region. That source of funds
has now dried up. The same top-ranking Government
officials came here, year after year, and made blithe
statements about issues that never served Brazil’s real
interests or contributed to world stability. Still, they
were all applauded.

In my country, we had to do something about the
nearly 70,000 murders and countless violent crimes that
tore apart Brazilian society each year. Life, after all, is
the most basic human right. Our military police officers
were the preferred target of crime. In 2017 alone, around
400 military police officers were brutally murdered.

That is changing. Measures were taken and we
managed to reduce murder rates by more than 20 per
cent in the first six months of my Government. The
seizure of cocaine and other drugs has reached a record
high. Today Brazil is safer and even more welcoming.
We have just extended visa exemptions to countries
such as the United States, Japan, Australia and Canada.
We are currently considering the adoption of similar
measures for China and India, among others. With
greater safety and ease, we want everyone to be able
to visit Brazil, particularly our Amazon rainforest,
with all its vastness and natural beauty. The Amazon is
not being destroyed or consumed by fire, as the media
misleadingly says. Each Member State can verify what
I am saying. Do not hesitate to visit Brazil. It is very
different to the country portrayed in many newspapers
and television programmes.

Religious persecution is a scourge against which we
must tirelessly fight. In recent years, in various regions
we have witnessed cowardly attacks that victimized the
faithful gathered in churches, synagogues and mosques.
Brazil strongly condemns all such acts. It is ready to
cooperate with other countries to protect those who are
oppressed because of their faith.

The Brazilian people are particularly concerned
about the growing persecution, discrimination and
violence against missionaries and religious minorities
in different regions of the world. That is why we
supported the establishment of the International Day
Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence
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Based on Religion or Belief. On that day every year
we will remember those who have suffered the
harmful consequences of religious persecution. It is
unacceptable that in the twenty-first century, with so
many instruments, treaties and organizations whose
aim is to safeguard all kinds of rights, there are still
millions of Christians and people of other religions that
lose their lives or their freedom because of their faith.

Brazil’s devotion to the cause of peace is evidenced
by its strong history of contributing to United
Nations missions. For 70 years, Brazil has effectively
contributed to United Nations peacekeeping operations.
We support all efforts to make peacekeeping missions
more effective, bringing real and tangible contributions
to the host countries.

In diverse contexts, whether in Haiti, Lebanon
or the Democratic Republic of Congo, our troops are
acknowledged for their outstanding work and their
respect for local communities, human rights and
the principles that guide peacekeeping operations.
I reaffirm our willingness to continue our tangible
contributions to United Nations peacekeeping missions,
including through training and capacity-building, areas
where we have recognized experience.

Throughout this year, we have established a broad
international agenda to restore Brazil’s role on the
world stage, as well as to re-establish relations with
key partners. In January, we were in Davos, where
we presented our ambitious reform programme for
investors from all around the world. In March, we went to
Washington, D.C., where we launched a comprehensive
and bold partnership with the Government of the United
States in all areas, particularly political cooperation and
economic and military collaboration. Also in March,
we visited Chile, where the Forum for the Progress
and Development of South America was launched, an
important initiative to ensure that South America is
consolidated as an area of democracy and freedom.

We then visited Israel, where we identified
numerous opportunities for cooperation, especially in
the area of technology and security. I thank Israel for
its support in combating recent disasters in my country.

We also visited one of our major partners in the
Southern Cone: Argentina. With President Mauricio
Macri and our partners from Uruguay and Paraguay,
we have moved away from the ideology of the Common
Market of the Southern Cone and achieved important
trade advantages in terms of international trade
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by concluding negotiations that had been ongoing
for decades.

Later this year, we will visit key partners, both
in the Middle East and in East Asia. Those visits will
strengthen friendship and deepen relations with Japan,
China, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and
Qatar. We hope to follow the same path with the entire
Arab world and Asia. We are also looking forward to
visiting our partners and friends in Africa, Oceania
and Europe.

As can be seen, Brazil is open to the world and
eager to establish partnerships with all those interested
in working for prosperity, peace and freedom.

The Brazil that I represent is a country that is
recovering and rising again, reinforcing its partnerships
and regaining its political and economic confidence.
We are ready to take on our responsibilities in the
international system.

Over the past few decades, without realizing we
let ourselves be seduced by ideologies that sought
not the truth but absolute power. Ideology has taken
root in the areas of culture, education and the media,
dominating means of communication, universities and
schools. Ideology has invaded our homes and sought
to dismantle the cellular mater — mainstay — of any
healthy society: the family.

It has also tried to destroy the innocence of our
children, distorting even their most basic and elementary
identity: biology itself. Political correctness came to
dominate the public debate, expelling rationality and
replacing it with manipulation, recurring clichés and
slogans. Ideology has invaded the human soul itself to
expel from it God and the dignity with which He has
endowed us.

With such methods, ideology has always left a trail
of death, ignorance and misery wherever it went. I am a
living proof of that. I was cowardly stabbed by a leftist
militant and survived only by a miracle. Once again, I
thank God for my life.

The United Nations can help to overcome the
materialistic and ideological environment that
undermines some basic principles of human dignity. The
Organization was established to promote peace among
sovereign nations and social progress in freedom, in
accordance with the Preamble of the Charter of the
United Nations.
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With regard to issues such as climate, democracy,
human rights, equal rights and duties of men and
women and many others, all we need to do is to behold
the truth:

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.” (The Holy Bible, John 8:32)

All our means, both national and international, should
ultimately be directed towards that goal.

We are not here to erase nationalities and
sovereignties in the name of an abstract global interest.
This is not the global interests organization; this is the
United Nations Organization, and so it must remain.
With humility and confidence in the liberating power
of truth, I reassure the United Nations that it can count
on the new Brazil that I have presented to the Assembly
today. By the grace and glory of God, I thank everyone.

The President: On behalf of the General Assembly,
I wish to thank the President of the Federative Republic
of Brazil for the statement he has just made.

Mpr. Jair Messias Bolsonaro, President of the
Federative Republic of Brazil, was escorted from
the General Assembly Hall.

Address by Mr. Donald Trump, President of the
United States of America

The President: The Assembly will now hear an
address by the President of the United States of America.

Mpr. Donald Trump, President of the United
States of America, was escorted into the General
Assembly Hall.

The President: On behalf of the General Assembly,
I have the honour to welcome to the United Nations
His Excellency Mr. Donald Trump, President of the
United States of America, and to invite him to address
the Assembly.

President Trump: Seven decades of history have
passed through this Hall in all of their richness and
drama. From where I stand, the world has heard from
presidents and premiers, even at the height of the Cold
War. We have seen the foundation of nations. We have
seen the ringleaders of revolution. We have beheld
saints who inspired us with hope, rebels who steered
us with passion and heroes who emboldened us with
courage, all here to share plans, proposals, visions and
ideas on the world’s biggest stage.
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Like those who met us before, our time is one of
great contests, high stakes and clear choices. The
essential divide that runs all around the world and
throughout history is once again thrown in to stark
relief. It is the divide between those whose thirst for
control deludes them into thinking they are destined to
rule over others and those people and nations who want
only to rule themselves.

I have the immense privilege of addressing the
General Assembly today as the elected leader of a nation
that prizes liberty, independence and self-government
above all. The United States, after having spent over
$2.5 trillion since my election to completely rebuild our
great military, is also by far the world’s most powerful
nation. Hopefully, it will never have to use this power.
Americans know that, in a world where others seek
conquest and domination, our nation must be strong in
wealth, in might and in spirit. That is why the United
States rigorously defends the traditions and customs
that have made us who we are.

Like my beloved country, each nation represented
in this Hall has a cherished history, culture and heritage
that is worth defending and celebrating, and which
gives us our singular potential and strength. The free
world must embrace its national foundations. It must
not attempt to erase them or replace them. Looking
around and all over this large, magnificent planet, the
truth is plain to see. If you want freedom, take pride in
your country. If you want democracy, hold on to your
sovereignty. And if you want peace, love your nation.

Wise leaders always put the good of their own
people and their own country first. The future does not
belong to globalists. The future belongs to patriots. The
future belongs to sovereign and independent nations
that protect their citizens, respect their neighbours
and honour the differences that make each country
special and unique. That is why we in the United States
have embarked on an exciting programme of national
renewal. In everything we do, we are focused on
empowering the dreams and aspirations of our citizens.

Thanks to our pro-growth economic policies,
our domestic unemployment rate reached its lowest
level in over half a century. Fuelled by massive tax
cuts and regulations cuts, jobs are being produced at
a historic rate. Six million Americans were added to
the employment rolls in under three years. Last month,
African-American, Hispanic-American and Asian-
American unemployment reached their lowest rates
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ever recorded. We are marshalling our nation’s vast
energy abundance, and the United States is now the
number one producer of oil and natural gas anywhere
in the world. Wages are rising, incomes are soaring and
2.5 million Americans have been lifted out of poverty
in less than three years.

As we rebuild the unrivalled might of the American
military, we are also revitalizing our alliances by
making it very clear that all of our partners are
expected to pay their fair share of the tremendous
defence burden that the United States has borne in the
past. At the centre of our vision for national renewal is
an ambitious campaign to reform international trade.
For decades, the international trading system has been
easily exploited by nations acting in very bad faith. As
jobs were outsourced, a small handful grew wealthy at
the expense of the middle class.

In America the result was 4.2 million lost
manufacturing jobs and $15 trillion in trade deficits over
the last quarter-century. The United States is now taking
decisive action to end this grave economic injustice.
Our goal is simple. We want balanced trade that is both
fair and reciprocal. We have worked closely with our
partners in Mexico and Canada to replace the North
American Free Trade Agreement with a brand new and,
hopefully, bipartisan United States-Mexico-Canada
agreement. Tomorrow I will join Prime Minister
Abe of Japan to continue our progress in finalizing a
terrific new trade deal. As the United Kingdom makes
preparations to exit the European Union, I have made
clear that we stand ready to complete an exceptional
new trade agreement with the United Kingdom that will
bring tremendous benefits to both our countries. We
are working closely with Prime Minister Boris Johnson
on a magnificent new trade deal.

The most important difference in America’s new
approach to trade concerns our relationship with
China. In 2001, China was admitted to the World Trade
Organization (WTO). Our leaders at that time argued
that that decision would compel China to liberalize
its economy and strengthen protections against things
that were unacceptable to us and in support of private
property and the rule of law.

Two decades later, that theory has been tested and
proven completely wrong. Not only has China declined
to adopt promised reforms, but it has embraced an
economic model dependent on massive market barriers,
heavy State subsidies, currency manipulation, product
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dumping, forced technology transfers and the theft of
intellectual property and trade secrets on a grand scale.

As just one example, I recently met the Chief
Executive Officer of a terrific American company,
Micron Technology, at the White House. Micron
produces memory chips used in countless electronics.
To advance the Chinese Government’s five-year
economic plan, a company owned by the Chinese
State allegedly stole Micron’s designs, valued at up
to $8.7 billion. Soon the Chinese company obtained
patents for a nearly identical product, and Micron was
banned from selling its own goods in China. But we are
seeking justice.

The United States lost 60,000 factories after China
entered the WTO. That is happening to other countries
all over the globe. The World Trade Organization
needs drastic change. The second-largest economy
in the world should not be permitted to declare itself
a developing country in order to game the system at
others’ expense. For years, those abuses were tolerated,
ignored or even encouraged. Globalism exerted a
religious pull over past leaders, causing them to ignore
their own national interests.

But as far as America is concerned, those days
are over. To confront those unfair practices, I placed
massive tariffs on more than $500 billion worth of
Chinese-made goods. Already, as a result of those
tariffs, supply chains are relocating back to America
and other nations and billions of dollars are being paid
to our Treasury.

The American people are absolutely committed
to restoring balance to our relationship with China.
Hopefully, we can reach an agreement that would be
beneficial for both countries. But as I have made very
clear, I willnotacceptabad deal forthe American people.

As we endeavour to stabilize our relationship,
we are also carefully monitoring the situation in
Hong Kong. The world fully expects that the Chinese
Government will honour its binding treaty made with
the British and registered with the United Nations,
in which China commits to protecting Hong Kong’s
freedom, legal system and democratic ways of life. How
China chooses to handle the situation will say a great
deal about its role in the world in future. We are all
counting on President Xi as a great leader. The United
States does not seek conflict with any other nation. We
desire peace, cooperation and mutual gain with all. But
I will never fail to defend America’s interests.
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One of the greatest security threats facing
peace-loving nations today is the repressive regime
in Iran. The regime’s record of death and destruction
is well known to us all. Not only is Iran the number
one State sponsor of terrorism, but Iran’s leaders are
fuelling the tragic wars in both Syria and Yemen. At
the same time, the regime is squandering the nation’s
wealth and future in a fanatical quest for nuclear
weapons and the means to deliver them. We must never
allow that to happen.

To stop Iran’s path to nuclear weapons and missiles,
I withdrew the United States from the terrible Iran
nuclear deal, which has very little time remaining. It
did not allow inspection of important sites and did not
cover ballistic missiles. Following our withdrawal, we
implemented severe economic sanctions on the country.
Hoping to free itself from sanctions, the regime has
escalated its violent and unprovoked aggression. In
response to Iran’s recent attack on oil facilities in Saudi
Arabia, we just imposed the highest level of sanctions
on Iran’s central bank and sovereign wealth fund.

All nations have a duty to act. No responsible
Government should subsidize Iran’s bloodlust. As long
as Iran’s menacing behaviour continues, sanctions will
not be lifted; they will be tightened. Iran’s leaders will
have turned a proud nation into just another cautionary
tale of what happens when a ruling class abandons its
people and embarks on a crusade for personal power
and riches.

For 40 years, the world has listened to Iran’s rulers
as they lash out at everyone else for the problems they
alone have created. They conduct ritual chants of “Death
to America” and traffic in monstrous anti-Semitism.
Last year, the country’s Supreme Leader stated: Israel
is a malignant, cancerous tumour that has to be removed
and eradicated: it is possible and it will happen.

America will never tolerate such anti-Semitic hate.
Fanatics have long used the hatred of Israel to distract
from their own failures. Thankfully, there is a growing
recognition in the wider Middle East that the countries
of the region share common interests in battling
extremism and unleashing economic opportunity.
That is why it is so important to have full normalized
relations between Israel and its neighbours. Only a
relationship built on common interests, mutual respect
and religious tolerance can forge a better future.

Iran’s citizens deserve a Government that cares
about reducing poverty, ending corruption and
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increasing jobs, not stealing their money to fund
massacres at home and abroad. After four decades of
failure, it is time for Iran’s leaders to step forward and
stop threatening other countries and focus on building
up their own country. It is time for Iran’s leaders to
finally put the Iranian people first.

America is ready to embrace friendship with
all who genuinely seek peace and respect. Many of
America’s closest friends today were once our greatest
foes. The United States has never believed in permanent
enemies. We want partners, not adversaries. America
knows that, while anyone can make war, only the most
courageous can choose peace. For the same reason, we
have pursued bold diplomacy on the Korean peninsula.
I have told Kim Jong Un what I truly believe — that,
like Iran, his country is full of tremendous untapped
potential, but that in order to realize that promise North
Korea must denuclearize.

Around the world our message is clear — America’s
goal is lasting harmony, and not to go on with these
endless wars. With that goal in mind, my Administration
is also pursuing the hope of a brighter future in
Afghanistan. Unfortunately, the Taliban has chosen
to continue their savage attacks. We will continue to
work with our coalition of Afghan partners to stamp
out terrorism, and we will never stop working to make
peace a reality.

Here in the Western hemisphere we are joining
with our partners to ensure stability and opportunity all
across the region. In that mission, one of our most critical
challenges is illegal immigration, which undermines
prosperity, rips apart societies and empowers ruthless
criminal cartels.

Mass illegal migration is unfair, unsafe and
unsustainable for everyone involved. The sending
countries become depleted very fast, their young
people are not taken care of and human capital goes to
waste. The receiving countries are overburdened with
more migrants than they can responsibly accept, and
the migrants themselves are exploited, assaulted and
abused by vicious coyotes. Nearly one third of women
who make the journey north to our border are sexually
assaulted along the way.

Yet here in the United States and around the world
there is a growing cottage industry of radical activists
and non-governmental organizations that promote
human smuggling. Those groups encourage illegal
migration and demand the erasure of national borders.
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Today I have a message for those open-border activists
who cloak themselves in the rhetoric of social justice:
your policies are not just; your policies are cruel and
evil; you are empowering criminal organizations that
prey on innocent men, women and children; you put
your own false sense of virtue before the lives and
well-being of countless innocent people; when you
undermine border security, you are undermining
human rights and human dignity.

Many of the countries represented here today are
coping with the challenges of uncontrolled migration.
Every country has the absolute right to protect its
borders. And so, of course, does our country. Today we
must resolve to work together to end human smuggling
and human trafficking and put those criminal networks
out of business for good.

Our country, I can tell the Assembly sincerely,
is working closely with our friends in the region,
including Mexico, Canada, Guatemala, Honduras, El
Salvador and Panama, to uphold the integrity of borders
and ensure safety and prosperity for our people. I would
like to thank President Lopez Obrador of Mexico for
the great cooperation we are receiving and for right now
putting 27,000 troops on our southern border. Mexico is
showing us great respect, and I respect them in return.

In the United States we have taken unprecedented
action to stop the flow of illegal immigration. I implore
anyone thinking of crossing our border illegally to
please hear these words: do not pay the smugglers; do
not pay the coyotes; do not put yourself in danger; do
not put your children in danger because, if you make it
here, you will not be allowed in; you will be promptly
returned home; you will not be released into our
country. As long as I am President of the United States,
we will enforce our laws and protect our borders.

For all of the countries of the Western hemisphere,
our goal is to help people invest in the bright futures of
their own nations. Our region is full of such incredible
promise, dreams waiting to be built and national
destinies for all waiting to be pursued. Throughout
the hemisphere, there are millions of hard-working,
patriotic young people eager to build, innovate and
achieve. But those nations cannot reach their potential
if a generation of young people abandon their homes in
search of a life elsewhere. We want every nation in our
region to flourish and its people to thrive in freedom
and peace.
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In that mission we are also committed to supporting
those people in the Western hemisphere who live under
brutal oppression, such as those in Cuba, Nicaragua
and Venezuela. According to a recent report of the
Human Rights Council, women in Venezuela stand
in line for 10 hours a day waiting for food. More than
15,000 people have been detained as political prisoners.
Modern-day death squads are carrying out thousands of
extrajudicial killings. The dictator Maduro is a Cuban
puppet protected by Cuban bodyguards, hiding from
his own people, while Cuba plunders Venezuela’s oil
wealth to sustain its own corrupt communist rule.

Since I last spoke in this Hall (see A/73/PV.6), the
United States and our partners have built a historic
coalition of 55 countries that recognize the legitimate
Government of Venezuela. To the Venezuelans trapped
in that nightmare: please know that all of America
is united behind you. The United States has wvast
quantities of humanitarian aid ready and waiting to be
delivered. We are watching the situation in Venezuela
very closely. We await the day when democracy will be
restored, Venezuela will be free and liberty will prevail
throughout the hemisphere.

One of the most serious challenges our countries
face is the spectre of socialism. It is a wrecker of
nations and destroyer of societies. Events in Venezuela
reminds us all that socialism and communism are not
about justice, equality or lifting up the poor, and they
are certainly about the good of the nation. Socialism
and communism are about one thing only — power for
the ruling class. Today I repeat a message for the world
that I have delivered at home: America will never be a
socialist country.

In the last century socialism and communism
killed 100 million people. Sadly, as we see in
Venezuela, the death toll continues to rise in that
country. Those totalitarian ideologies combined with
modern technology had the power to exercise new and
disturbing forms of suppression and domination. For
that reason, the United States is taking steps to better
screen foreign technology and investments and to
protect our data and our security. We urge every nation
present to do the same. Freedom and democracy must
be constantly guarded and protected, both abroad and
from within. We must always be sceptical of those who
want conformity and control. Even in free nations, we
see alarming signs and new challenges to liberty. A
small number of social media platforms are acquiring
immense power over what we can see and what we are
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allowed to say. A permanent political class is openly
disdainful, dismissive and defiant of the will of the
people. A faceless bureaucracy operates in secret and
weakens democratic rule. The media and academic
institutions make outright assaults on our histories,
traditions and values.

In the United States, my Administration has made
clear to social media companies that we will uphold the
right to free speech. A free society cannot allow social
media giants to silence the voice of the people, and a
free people must never, ever be enlisted in the cause
of silencing, coercing, cancelling or blacklisting their
own neighbours.

As we defend American values, we affirm the right
of all people to live in dignity. For that reason, my
Administration is working with other nations to stop
the criminalization of homosexuality, and we stand in
solidarity with lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
queer persons who live in countries that punish, jail or
execute individuals based upon sexual orientation.

We are also championing the role of women in
our societies. Nations that empower women are much
wealthier and safer and much more politically stable.
It is therefore vital — not only to a nation’s prosperity
but also to its national security — to pursue women’s
economic development. Guided by those principles,
my Administration launched the Women’s Global
Development and Prosperity Initiative. It is the first-
ever Government-wide approach to women’s economic
empowerment, which will work to ensure that women
all over the planet have the legal right to own and inherit
property, work in the same industries as men, travel
freely and obtain access to credit and institutions.

Yesterday 1 was pleased to host leaders for a
discussion about an ironclad American commitment to
protect religious leaders and religious freedom. That
fundamental right is under growing threat around the
world. It is hard to believe, but 80 per cent of the world’s
population lives in countries where religious liberty is
in significant danger, or even completely outlawed.
Americans will never tire in our efforts to defend and
promote freedom of worship and religion. We want and
support religious liberty for all.

Americans will also never tire of defending
innocent life. We are aware that many United Nations
projects have attempted to assert a global right to
taxpayer-funded abortion on demand right up until the
moment of delivery. Global bureaucrats have absolutely
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no business attacking the sovereignty of nations that
wish to protect innocent life. Like many nations here
today, we in America believe that every child, born and
unborn, is a sacred gift from God.

There is no circumstance under which the United
States will allow international actors to trample on
the rights of our citizens, including the right to self-
defence. That is why I announced this year that we
will never ratify the Arms Trade Treaty, which would
threaten the liberties of law-abiding American citizens.
The United States will always uphold our constitutional
right to keep and bear arms. We will always uphold
our Second Amendment. The core rights and values
America defends today were inscribed in America’s
founding documents. Our nation’s founders understood
that there will always be those who believe that they are
entitled to wield power and control over others.

Tyranny advances under many names and many
theories, but it always comes down to the desire for
domination. It protects not the interests of many but
the privilege of few. Our founders gave us a system
designed to restrain that dangerous impulse. They
chose to entrust American power to those most
invested in the fate of our nation, a proud and fiercely
independent people.

The true good of a nation can be pursued only
by those who love it, by citizens who are rooted in
its history, nourished by its culture, committed to its
values and attached to its people, and who know that its
future is theirs to build or theirs to lose. Patriots see a
nation and its destiny in ways no one else can. Liberty is
only preserved, sovereignty is only secured, democracy
is only sustained and greatness is only realized by the
will and devotion of patriots. In their spirit is found the
strength to resist oppression, the inspiration to forge
legacy, the goodwill to seek friendship and the bravery
to reach for peace. Love of our nations makes the world
better for all nations.

I invite all the leaders present here today to join
us in the most fulfilling mission a person could have,
the most profound contribution anyone can make — lift
up your nations, cherish your culture, honour your
histories, treasure your citizens, make your countries
strong, prosperous and righteous, honour the dignity of
your people, and nothing will be out of your reach.

When our nations are greater, the future will be
brighter, our people will be happier and our partnerships
will be stronger. With God’s help, together we will cast
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off the enemies of liberty and overcome the oppressors
of dignity. We will set new standards of living and reach
new heights of human achievement. We will rediscover
old truths, unravel old mysteries and make thrilling
new breakthroughs. And we will find more beautiful
friendship and more harmony among nations than ever
before. The path to peace, progress, freedom, justice
and a better world for all humankind begins at home.

God bless those present, God bless the nations of
the world. And God bless America.

The President: On behalf of the General Assembly,
I wish to thank the President of the United States of
America for the statement he has just made.

Mr. Donald Trump, President of the United
States of America, was escorted from the General
Assembly Hall.

Address by Mr. Abdel Fattah Al Sisi, President of
the Arab Republic of Egypt

The President: The Assembly will now hear an
address by the President of the Arab Republic of Egypt.

Mpr. Abdel Fattah Al Sisi, President of the Arab
Republic of Egypt, was escorted into the General
Assembly Hall.

The President: On behalf of the General Assembly,
I have the honour to welcome to the United Nations His
Excellency Mr. Abdel Fattah Al Sisi, President of the
Arab Republic of Egypt, and to invite him to address
the Assembly.

President Al Sisi (spoke in Arabic): At the outset,
it gives me pleasure to sincerely congratulate you,
Mr. President, on your assumption of the presidency of
the General Assembly at its seventy-fourth session. I
also express my appreciation to Ms. Maria Fernanda
Espinoza Garcés, President of the General Assembly at
its previous session.

Our gathering this year comes at a time when
the magnitude of the challenges facing our world is
increasing. It is therefore imperative that we all engage
in an in-depth discussion on the prospects for advancing
our work under the umbrella of the United Nations, while
upholding the noble values upon which the Organization
was founded. That can be achieved by reaffirming our
commitment to an effect