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Mogadiscio, 16 November 1953 · 
• J .•. : 1, ," ,',t ' • ';' ' . : ·J•: .. , ._: .t: :, 

H. E·. Dag .. Ham:na.rsi\j_old, . . 
Secretary-General or' ' the Un:t'ted '°Nations 
New Yor-k · • · r . ·, · :: ,.· t·. 

. ·, ... ~ - ·:. 
.. _.,. · .. ~ ' . . ., ~ 

' ':I, : . . ; . . ~ 

. . , ,. 

: • !'-! • • • , •• :• : . • !', • • ,. i \ .'••• ' • ' '' '-<' , :~ • ♦ •. ' ' , • , : t • :• ' , I ; • 

We have the· honour to expresa our 'devotion and tender our respectful greetings. 
: · ' \ •. • ) -I : • • • ~ • • ' • • : • • •• ~ : · •• ~- ; ;. • .. ' : ' _; ' f • ' • ' 

We feel it an urgent duty to submit to your enlightened attention certain data ' 
. :·.. : . \ .. . " ', .. ~ .. . ; . " '· ·:, . · .. : .. '• .. ... .. : . ; ,. . ., ,. ., : .> .. . ' t 

and particulars concerriing the present genui~ely distressing and disturbing ,state of 
• • • •• : ~ I ! ~ • : , , • ,• ~ ' ' l -{ 

affairs prevailing in our ·country. Sontaliland, pla·ced under -Italian TrU:ste.eship in 
. . . ~ : : ' 

compliance with e. United Nations mandate, is again bei,ng s11bjected to the former. 
'. ; . -~ . '.. . . ~ .. ·. .., . . ' ,:· ~; . . ·, ,. . . . ' . . . . ·. . ; ,. ~ :• 

colonial and fascist system, the brutal methods of which eaµ never be forgotten by 
. : • ·. -~ : -"' . . ,. ·: '. \ _; ~: ' ·. · .. :_"!. . . . ·.· .' -,;· ·.~ ~~ ,. . .... .~ . .· ": ·.·''/ . . . . .. ·_; . ; . 

any of our people, either · of this or any future generation, since they are _. · 
. , .. ,, ~1··- . _; ~ . : . . ' . :; ' . . . ='- . 

indelibly imprin~ed in our memory. 

h The e~-6nomi~' ~rohlent ~o-nstitute_s the princ:ipa.1, ·· i~porta~t and v:ital factor in 
~-·, .· , . . :: . • :. • . . ;, - ·· " ·, •: • 1.' ' , . , . ¥ • 

the 'exist~nce and progress · of every people, espec:i,.a.lly in. this new historic era 

under the ·banner of the Unit~d Nations, when civilized pe~ples have . ;-eached_an 
.: ·. ,:' .. _.: • • • • : •• ~ ., . • ' ;._. . ·" : ... . ~ .. · : _1. .. ,, i :'•: .. :· 

advanced st.age in financial and economic development~ The S,omali people are .. ,, / . ., .,. '. . . . ~ . •. . 

~ompletelyd~~trodden in this r~~pect and ru~ · the risk of extermination~ ' The 
• . . V : . . 

2ntire Somali' popuia.tion lives in the most abominable and incredible misery, pov~rty _ 
·,. . . . . . .. ~ ' 

1nd hunger which expose it to infection·and a :general .spread of disease. 

Tuberc~lo~is is rampant itbr~ugho~t Somalilan~~ s:inc~ _as ~~plai~ed ~b~~~ there ar,e no 
• • , ,. ,• j • • • • • , • • ~ ; ~ • , t. ' :. • . • 

services for the prevention and cure of this fatal disease. 

2. Wholesale . trade .: is t~ta1i~ :~onopolized \y ~··gro~~ o/ prosperous Italians, and 
" . .. : . ··. . . . . . ; : ' . . . ·" . . . . . . ·., ~ . 

we shall quote the names of a few of them, as supporting evidence: Boero, Carlo 
·: · · . . ~ . - ., 7 ,._ .:. •. ·. · · • .... i . .... . · . . · · : ~ .. ,. . . ·. · . . , 

Vecco, Bria.ta, Montoneri, Monti, _Massimini, Co~mo de Vihcenzi, all of them old 
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colonial s·ettlers cQnnected with the :f'irms s .A.I.S., S.A.G.A,, S.A.c., s.c.r.s.s.r. 
They control the.Somaliland Chamber of Coil!Inerce and act as counsellors on the 

Economic Committee of the ItaJ.ian Administration. Under the present 

Administratio~, .which is cQntrolled and filled by Italian_colonia.l officials and 

employees, those pe;sons d; ,;h~t .th~y i~ke -t~ . ~e~;r~y ail th~ ec~ri~mi:c ·:;itaii ty 

of the Somalis, for the leopard does .not change its spots. The Administering . 
; . . . . - .. . . ' •, . . 

Authority has not issued a licence to . a sini;le ·s?mali· for the export or · import · 

oi goods, even from adjacent and bordering countries. The only country excepted 

is Italy~ where the price .demanded,. :for goods is so exorbitant that its payment 

would impose an unbearable burden on our people. _To quote a. simple ,examp~e, 

sugar is imported from abroad solely by Ita:lian·_:rirms. · :Its c .• i.f. price 

warehouse Mogadiscio is exactly So.90 per quintaL The authorities, for their 

e:xclusive ben~fit, bav~ fixed its saJ.e priC'E': for purchase by the indi~enous 

population at So.210 per. quintal. Even the sugar locally produGed a~d sold .under 

the monopoly of. the well-known Italian firm _S.A.I.S. is sold at -S~.210, whereas 

its • real cost . is So. 7(). The latter figure applies in · nearby Kenya and Ad~n·, .. 
. . .. . 

wbere native labour is -paid on a basis of equality while the S.A.I.S. _pays SomaJ.i 

labot1-r So. 0. 80 for a whole day.' s work. 

3. Those of our traders who had some capita.]. or savings ,are now red\lced .to a 

state of bankruptcy, and all their immovable property ·and_buildings are mortgaged 
. . . . . 

to Italian banking houses .and prosperous __ ;ItG1-lian residents. . " . . . . ·. . ' . . . , 

4. The Mogadiscio • industrial electricity coi:npan:r b.~longs to 'the old colonial · 
' ' -' . _, . 

settler C_osmo de Vincenzi, _ 8.?}4 charges, 1-1ith the ::f:i).l consent .of the Admini~t~r:lng 

Authority, the. phenomen~l rate. of So.1-45 per Kw., while_ in the .neighbouring . . . . ,, . _. .. . . 

B~itish colqntes,· of Keriyaand.Ad~n the ,p:r;-ice, never· exceeds So.0.25 per Kw. Even 
. ' . ' . . ; ., . ' ' . . 

in -the :other ._ localiti~s of the ~errito~, such as. Merca, Afgoi, Chisimaio and 

F..:ava, the people ,_, s.1.lf'fer fr9m tQe exorbit~nt ;rates f ,or ele~tric _light, charged 
. . . . . . ·, ·. ' .·. . . 

by th~: Ital.ian owners of the eleqtricity companies • . ' . ' 1' . \ . ' ..... • 

There is no industry under Smnaliownership. ,A few.~ttem~ts. have been made 
. . ' . . . ' . . . 

tc establisµ _Somali;..owned ~ndustrieR; 'qu:t .they were immediately .thwar:ted, the 

premis~s Glosed and the goods . conf;i.s9ated on gto"1IldS v1hicp. the .. ~~th~ri:ties· . .. .. . . ·.. . . . 

diabolically d~scribe as _ ";t'ai,lure t _o c9mply, :-11 thi p:rovisi9ns" • . ·. Eyeri . the tllr~e . . 

·bread bakeries belonging to Somalis in Mogadiscio have peen closed, and their 



, :!- ·' ... , . 

. i -'' 'i'/PET~lJ./382/Add..l 
,. _ -English , - , - . 
· )age · 3 · · 

' . 

owners fore eel to leave the field clear to , the :f'i \re Italian -
0

b~kerie~ ~ , Our present 

Administration wishe~ every 'advantage and benefit and. the entire economy- of the 

Territory to remain u.vider private, Italian · control: 

5. Since the end of the British Adm~istration· and tbe"transfer of P?wer to 

the Italians, Somal"i motor transport contractors hav~- been idle, _and tli~ir · -

mac:i.ines ho.ve remained in the gara:;e, •because · even the smallest transport ~_perati"on _ 
... . ~ ' ' 

is carried out either by the vehicles of the ·A. F. I. S. itself or ·_by those of 

private Italians. 

6. Indigenous agriculture is almost non-existent. Since the . return of the 

present Italian Administration, the whole of' the wide fertile belt -along.the . - .-

river banks has been occupied, as in the days ·of the former I ·tal:i.ari Goverrurient 
. ' . . . 

in Scmaliland, altbough 1during the British' 1?ccupation and under British 

Administration tbe authorities protected and defended our lan'a. 'right~ ~nd interests • 
. . / 

These Italian farmers of· the former or present Italian colonial regime are 
. . . 

grouped in'three cco.panies named'S,A.G.A. ·, S.A.c., and S.A.I.S., ,~hich are the only . 

concerns autho:-ized 'to export their agricultui-~i-prodU:ce, such as· bana:nas and.' 
. . 

cotton, while not a single Somali enjoys that p1•.i\~iiege. - ·The Son:aJ.is can only 

wait for the rains, and.·the little tobacco, .cotton and maize whic_~ they s~cceed 

in culti va ·t.ing has· to be handed · over the the A. F. I. S. Monopoiy ;· · Nor' ar~ tb~y 

r.bsoiutely free to deal ~{i th third parties, particularly in tob~cco and cotton. 

Mr. Carlo Vecco, a well-known · urospcrous rta"lian arid our Municipal Commissioner 
..... . • _,,,t - , 

for Mogadiscio,. is always reac.y and waitinc; to purchase the balan9e -~f -the' maize 

and sesame supplied .to the A.F.:i:.S. ·at a petty and unreaiistic pri'ce~ ciniy t~ 
store it for_ resale to the population, when he ccnsiders it 'eXpedient and. 

convenient, at ten -times that price. ' This ' al•;;ays happ~ns with the assistance, . . 

sometimes even tte financiel assista;ice of the l0cal Administrati·on:, and, 'When: 
necesss.ry, even of the banking · houses. Tl:e 'I'talic.ii farmers are given every 

assistance, · coi:tfr:i-t and encouragement by the Administ~ring Author:i. ty.; while_ the 

Somali farmers are given none, despite the false propaganda in the press and 

radio of the Administering Authority about plans for assistanc·e ·ancf · ih~entives 

for the indigenous ;l.n~abitants ~-
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7. Since the return of the Italian Admintstration; two new bodies have been· 

created to supplement tbe police, which sbould be adequate to maintain public 

order and safeguard the interest ·· of the authorities. These are the Finance -

·I .1spectors ( Guardie di Fine.nza) and. the City Militia (Vigili Urbani). The · 

former check a Somali trader.1 s_ busi~ess every morning and evening, in order to 

ascertain .how much he has sold during the day unl _the amount of his takings and 

subsequ?ntly to impose, through the new Direct Tax Office, an astronomical incom~ 
. . ' 

tax, or else to increase~ unlawfully and by force, fines and. taxes and duties-on 

('.!Ontracts o:f tenancy, and so forth.. Tue latter body issue summonses daily. for 

fabricated offences, contrary to all civil and hur:ian law. Yet the Municipality ' 

still demands an annual licence fee _varying between So.52 and 350 or even 500 

and more, besides a fee for occu;,ation of the public .domaiµ, amounting to So.0~20 

per .square metre. Every petition addressed to any -department or office of tbe 

Italian Administration must be written -on stamped paper, to the value of .So.0.80, 

1.20, 1.·60 and aoove . . EYery possible means ,is employed to impoverish the 

Somali and to 4amage his morale and aspirations, though this tragic and 
. ' 

unfo~tunate people is. already reduced to its present miserable state. 

·s. The _~employm~nt crisis among the indigenous population, to.whom every means 

of livelihood is barred,. has now reached a most serious stage, and the people .are 

ontbe_brink of final catastrophe which _t:a.n only_ be averted by the immediate arid 

effective intervention of United Nations O~gans and dependent bodies. 

So far, the Itaiian Admi:1.ist:ration A .. F.I.S. ;has bureaucratically maintained 

f1ve or s:i,.x Italian officials· ~r employees in every civil service or _ labourer' ·s 

post where only on_e person ia necessary, and' it has no intention of providing-~ 

any work or . employment for any competent a.nd sui ta"J:!.e Somalis. · Even the private 

Italian firms ~ndcoricerns _a.re expected to follow the directives of the 

authorities in hiring _Somali staff or labour. Work and bread is to be provided 

. only for their fellow . Italians, · anA, the Soreali is to receive nothing •. , · A Somali 

wo.rkman i~ _paid_ les·s than the co_st of f~eding a::i Italian t s _dog. 

9·. Hardly he<1; the Italian Administration assumed power, when it openly 'embark2d, 
. ' . 

o~ a large scale and with every means at its disposal, on a policy of. persecuti0n 

and res~riction. ~..any thousands of Somalis vrere forced, by the torture and 
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suf'fering inflicted on them by the police, to flee abroad, at night, to an unknown 

destination. A vast number of them are still dispersed and no news of them has 
- -

filtered back to this day. We do not mow whether they are al:i. ve or dead. Several 

thousand bave spent yea::::-s in· prison \rithout trial and witbout 'ser.ter.ce'. . Yet none 

have been released and many have been deported to u...,known places. 
' 10. The freedom of relieion and ,.forshi p, and the dissemination of Moslem 

teachings are denied us. , Anyone who openly and -piously preaches in the mos(l_ues 

or other holy places is arrested ai'.ld dep·orte·~. 
I 

;11,- There is no assistance, nursing care or oedical treatment in the hospitals, 

nursing homes:, iufirme:~·ies and mobile medical units . . The inmates receive almost 

no nourishment. It is only when sor.ie internati::ma1 · mission or cOmmittee is 

expected that the prera:i,ses are ar:::-anged and put in order. _pnmediate,ly after the 

mission's. departure from -the Territury everything reverts to its original state. 

The. Somalis are perishing -from sta:i:-va:tion, lack of care, disease. and unemployment. 

12. Instead of establishing or strengthening the services for ensuring public 

security and maintaining order within the Territory, the Administration encourages 

every act of violence, aggression and strife among the inhabitants. It sends 

pre-sel.ected e~issarie~ to places where it ~ishes to provoke bloodshed, only so 

that it may subseqi1ently- ·appiy its famous ,lcollective punishments of fines anq. 

imprisonment, accompanied ,by the seizure of the . entire population t s _·cattle. 

In fact, hundreds of innocent persons have to suffer materially and morally for . 

the wrongs of one or two individuals, We do not -comprehend what civil law in 

the world can be used as a basis for measures ·of such severity. 

13. To this very day the Acts and Orders promulgated by the former Italian 

Colo~ial .Q-overnment for Somaliland, the Proclamations and Ordinances issued in 
I • ' ! • . 

the mic;l.st of war by the British occ·u.pation authorities a·re in force, , all of which _ -

are naturally detrimental to ·the development and advancement of the indigenous 

population .. 

-14. Th~ food provided-for persons detained in prison is completely inadequate in 

quantity and not fit for human consumption. 

minimum standards of .bygiE:ne _and srmi tat;ton. · 

' -

The premises do not comply with the. 

,, 
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15. Ev~ry recommendation or suggestion made by. ·the Trusteeship Council to the 

Administering ~utbority is shelved, and we have never seen any effective result. 

Even the -local United .Nations Advisory Council •in Somaliland bas always -answered 

our demands for intervention and evidence of interest by.stating that: 'it has bo •: 

power and that it is merely: a body for e.a:.risi:ng the Administering Authority-~ 

16. Und~r t _he existing taxation system, which is rigorously imposed on the ·' -· 
• , I ' , . . . 

· inhabitants in every field of activity and which includes hut.and garden tax as _ 

well as the taxes referred. to :above, and disproportionate customs -and postai dues-
. . ~ .. 

and. so forth, no benefit is derived by the incigenous .inhabitants•or :by our: 

country; the advantages devolve solely on Italians of every rarik and; position · 
' · . 

both here and. in Italy where their families live •. • 
. . . . . , ' . 

We have ta:i;:en . the liberty ·or providing you with this summary acccnmt in· ·'. · 

order to draw attention to the fact tbat, since .the return of the Italians to 
, ,· .· . . . . . 

Somaliland, ruin and misfortune have befallen us on all sides, while it would be 

impossibl~ to speak of. progress . in,,any sense. Even if it is the ' intention to·· · 

. eliminate all Moslem, .tea::!hing and cultur~ among the Somali people; •it is 
note.worthy -that nothipg of any r .eal .or concrete value is being · taught 'in the 

Government ?coools. If the pres_ent si tua.tion. in Somal'iland continues for another 

year, it is quite certain that the count_ry will. be destroyed and its people driven 

off the face of the earth. It is equ~lly certain that .our -country will ' tben be 

.owned and inhabited_ by an9tber people, who, will have usurped it froin -its 

legitimate sdns and etbnical.inhabitants. 
I 

Tbe _United Nations ·Cha:z:-ter provides tpet every people is to enjoy its own 

national we~lth, that there should be mutual help among nations and tbat·aJ.I· 

oppression and in,.iquity ·.should .b.e eliminat~d. The United Nations General Assembly, 

which bas placed. us U.'1der the Trusteeship of' the Italian Administratibn in order 
. _, ' , • '· .,· . I - • , \ . 

that we may be led towards progress, welfare and independence, must save us · from 

the pitfall of destr.uctio~ and r',lin in, which we now are enmeshed, and·'extend to ' . ... ' , . . . , , . 

us a helping han~ ~Itmediately so that _our COtL.'1:try may advance ·towards tbe · noble 
- ' objectives set by the United Nations: s9vereignty· and independence. Moreover; ' 

\ 

\ 
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any assistance from United Nations organs and agencies must -reach ).ls directly, , 
. I 

and not through Italy which will · certainly . use ft exclusively for the benefit 

of its own sons. 

We should be grateful if you would kindly distrib'ute this petition to all 

the States Members of the United Nations, and in human sympathy intervene 

personally on our behalf, in the . interest of justice, hwnanity and understandibg. 

"'=.I 

' , 
' 

Please send all communications to our address: 

Tahir Schiakur Hussen and Herzi Guled Farah, 
Via Cardinale Massaia, 
Mogadiscio 

(Signed) The following petitioners: 

(28 Signatures) 

We attach copy of a telegra~ sent to the Italian Government ~n Rome.!/ · 

Note by the Secretariat: The above-mentioned enclosure has already been 
circulated as T/PET.11/382. 

• 




