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Independent Appointees (as at July 2019)
Name and Title Appointed Archives reviewed Reports
Angola - - Angola advised in April 2019 that colonial-era -
records were transferred to Portugal. See Report.
Belgium Mr. Guy Rapaille (May—Oct 2018), May 2018; Full and unrestricted access, including classified Oct 2018
Mr. Serge Lipszyc (from March 2019), March files and archives of both the military and civil (interim)
President of the Standing Comm. of 2019 intelligence agencies of Belgium, the General June 2019 (final)
Control of Int. and Sec. Services Intelligence and Security Service (GISS) and the
(Committee R) and Dr. Kris Quanten, State Security (VSSE), files and archives of the
Lieut-Colonel, Military Instructor and Ministry of Defence. Does not include a review of
Head of the Chair of Military History private archives.
(Royal Military School)
Canada Mr. Jeffrey Marder, Director, UN Oct 2018 Full access to the central archives and records May 2019 (final)
Division, Global Affairs depository of the Government of Canada, Library and
Archives Canada (LAC)(including also External
Affairs (EA) (predecessor to Global Affairs Canada),
Department of National Defence (DND) and the Privy
Council Office (PCO)), military archives managed by
the Department of National Defence; private archives.
DRC Mr. Daniel Felix Thabizé Yengolas Oct 2018 Full access to classified and unclassified archives, July 2019
Elemani, Political and Strategic Advisor including intelligence, security and defence (not (interim)
to the Military Intelligence Staff further particularised)
France Emeritus Professor Maurice Vaisse, May 2018  Full access to searches in the following archives Oct 2018
(Sciences Po), Editor of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs (La Courneuve (Seine (interim)

Diplomatic Documents

Saint-Denis) and Nantes (Loire atlantic)), Ministry
of Culture, the National Archives (Pierrefitte (Seine
Saint-Denis)) Ministry of Defense (or Armed Forces;
Vincennes), the General Secretariat of Defense and
National Security (SGDSN), Foreign Documentation
and Counter-Espionage (SDECE; Paris) as well as
private archives including Sciences Po History
Centre (Paris), General Directorate for Aviation
Civil Aviation Authority (DGCA)

May 2019 (final)
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Name and Title Appointed Archives reviewed Reports
Germany Ambassador Dr. Thomas Fitschen, Special Aug 2018  Full access confirmed. Archives not particularised. Oct 2018
Rep. for Cyber Foreign Policy and (interim)
Cybersecurity, Federal Foreign Office June 2019 (final)
Portugal Ambassador José Julio Pereira Gomes Feb 2019 Full and unrestricted access to all records and May 2019 (final)
archives, regardless of level of classification,
including Diplomatic Archive, including Political
Affairs Office of the Overseas Ministry, Historical
Military Archive, National Defense Archive, Air
Force Historical Archive, National Archive of “Torre
do Tombo™, Intelligence Services (PIDE/DGS),
Historical Overseas Archive.
Russia - - - -
South Ambassador Mxolisi Nkosi, Deputy May 2019 - -
Africa Director-General, Global Governance and
Contitutional Agenda, DIRC
Sweden Ambassador Mathias Mossberg Apr 2018 All archives and records, including of the Ministry for Oct 2018
Foreign Affairs (including migrated Foreign Office (interim)
records), Swedish National Archives (including Swedish .
Royal Board of Civil Aviation, and Swedish Criminal May 2019 (final)
State Police), Dag Hammarskjold Archives (Collection —
National Library of Sweden), Royal Board of Swedish
Civil Aviation, Military Archives, Swedish Military
Intelligence, National Defense Radio Establishment,
Swedish Security Service, private archives (including
Wallenberg, Atlas Copco, Transair, Virving, Hellstrom).
UK Graham Hand, Senior Sensitivity May 2019  Holds “necessary security clearances”. Archives and No report — see
Reviewer, FCO searches not particularised. letter
Response by letter of June 2019 — see Report.
US Eric Gaudiosi (Apr—Sep 2018), Joseph Manso Apr 2018;  Confirmed previous searches of Department of No report — see
(from Oct 2018), acting Principal Deputy Oct 2018 State, Department of Defence, CIA, NSA. Requested letter

Assistant Secretary, Bureau of International
Organizations, Department of State

CIA and NSA renew searches. Stated searches
ongoing.

Response by letter of April 2019 — see Report.
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Name and Title

Appointed

Archives reviewed

Reports

Zambia

Zimbabwe

John Zulu, Director, Office of the
President

Senator Dr. Sydney Sekeramayi, former
Minister of Defence and National
Security, and State Secretary

Feb 2019

Oct 2018

Full and unrestricted access to all records and
archives, including intelligence, defence and
security archives and regardless of level of
classification, including Civil Aviation Authority;
Directorate of Defence Intelligence under the
Ministry of Defence; National Archives of Zambia;
Zambia Army; Zambia Air Force; Zambia National
Service (an auxiliary wing of the Zambia Defence
Force; Zambia Police Service; and Zambia Security
Intelligence Service

Full and unrestricted access to all archives and
records of the Zimbabwe Defence Forces (ZDF,
successor to the Royal Rhodesian Army (RRA)),
Zimbabwe National Army (ZNA), Air Force of
Zimbabwe (AFZ, successor to the Royal Rhodesian
Air Force (RRAF)), Central Intelligence
Organisation (CIO, successor to the Rhodesian
Special Branch), Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP,
successor to former Rhodesian police organisations
and British South Africa Police), Civil Aviation
Authority of Zimbabwe (CAAZ, successor to
Rhodesian Department of Civil Aviation), Zimbabwe
National Archives.

June 2019

May 2019
(interim)

June 2019 (final)
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APPOINTED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL PURSUANT TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 72/252

REFERENCE:

. . ) . .
United Nations @ Nations Unies

EMINENT PERSON

(DAG HAMMARSKIJOLD INVESTIGATION)

Le 20 mars 2019
Cher Mr. Tkouebé,

I’ai I’honneur de me référer a la résolution 72/252 adoptée par I’ Assemblée
Geénerale le 24 décembre 2017 relative a I’enquéte sur les conditions et les
circonstances de la mort tragique de Dag Hammarskjold et des personnes qui
I’accompagnaient (1’enquéte Dag Hammarskjold).

En tant qu’Eminente Personnalité, mon mandat actuel comprend 1’examen et
I’évaluation de la valeur probante de toute nouvelle information, et, dans la mesure
du possible, 1’aboutissement a des conclusions concernant les enquétes déja
menées. A cet effet, je compte faire un rapport au Secrétaire Général dans le
courant de I’été. Le Secrétaire Général en ensuite informera I’ Assemblée Aénérale
plus tard dans I’année.

Un domaine d’étude potentielle concerne 1’avion « Dornier Do 28 » qui aurait
pu étre utilisé par les forces armées du Katanga en 1961. 11 est possible que cet
avion se soit rendu & Brazzaville au moment de la chute de ’avion du Secrétaire
Général. Par conséquent, je vous écris afin de vous demander si les archives de la
République du Congo peuvent étre examinées dans le but de déterminer s’elle
contiennent des informations sur:

- Siun avion Dornier Do-28A (possiblement avec le code d’enregistrement du
vol « KA-3016, KA-0016, KA-0019 ou KA-19 ») était enregistré comme étant
arrivé a I’aéroport de Brazzaville a tout moment en aofit 1961, ouentre 15 et
25 septembre 1961,

- Sl existe des traces d’un pilote belge, M. Jan van Risseghem, d’un pilote
ouest-allemand, M. Heinrich Schéfer, ou d’un homme d’affaires belge, M. Jean
Cassart, entré ou passant par Brazzaville entre le 15 etle 25 septembre 1961 ; et

- S’il existe des traces d’un avion Dornier Do-28A (possiblement avec le code
d’enregistrement du vol « KA-3016, KA-0016, KA-0019 ou KA-19 »), M. Jan
van Risseghem, M. Heinrich Schifer, M. Jean Cassart ou le société belgo-
congolaise « MITRACO » sont mentionnées dans des rapports de police ou de
renseignement de aoiit a octobre 1961.

His Excellency

Mr. Basile Ikouébé

Permanent Representative of the Republic of the Congo
to the United Nations,

New York, NY

19-13394
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Je ne sais pas précisément ot la recherche des informations indiquées ci-
dessus pourraient étre effectuées. Toutefois, les sources potentielles peuvent étre
les archives nationales, les archives de 1’acroport de Brazzaville, les archives de la
police, les archives du ministére de 1’Intérieur ou d'autres archives de
renseignements, de sécurité et de défense.

Je vous remercie par avance de [’attention que vous porterez a ma requéte et
j’attends votre réponse par email a [’adresse suivante dh.investigation@un.org.

Je vous prie d'accepter I'expression de mes sentiments distingués.

Al

Mohamed Chande Othman
Eminent Person

119/139

19-13394



A/73/973

. . 7N . .
United Nations @ Nations Unies

EMINENT PERSON
APPOINTED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL PURSUANT TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 72/252
(DAG HAMMARSKIJOLD INVESTIGATION)

19 March 2019
Dear Mr. Kuzmin,

I have the honour to refer to note verbale no. 1853 of 15 May 2018 from
Mr. Dmitry Polyanskiy, Chargé d’ Affaires, Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation
to the United Nations. I have the further honour to refer to note verbale 3620/n of
5 October 2018 from Mr. Gennady Kuzmin, Deputy Permanent Representative,
Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations.

In note verbale No. 1853, it was stated that the competent authorities of the
Russian Federation continue to review their intelligence, security, and defence archives to
determine whether information relevant to the Dag Hammarskjold Investigation exists.
Further, in note verbale 3620/n it was stated that “no information relevant to the
investigation has been discovered in the archives so far”.

I take this opportunity to reiterate that it would be of immense assistance to the
Dag Hammarskjold Investigation if the Russian Federation were to appoint a specific
Independent Appointee, in line with General Assembly resolution 72/252. Further, I
would at all events be grateful for confirmation that a summary of the searches undertaken
by the Russian Federation will include the following items, as listed under the topic of
“Content of Reports” of my correspondence to the Russian Federation of 15 June 2018:

2 A statement regarding whether the Independent Appointee [or person conducting
the searches] has received from his or her Government an explicit statement or
declaration confirming full access to all records and archives, regardless of level of
classification.

2. A description of the methodology applied.

A description of the searches carried out, including confirmation of the categories
of records and archives that have been included in the searches, noting which, if
any, have been partially or wholly unavailable, and the reasons therefor.

4. A summary in index form of relevant information identified, including a
description of the type of information, its location, what it is relevant to, and its
retained classification, if any.

5. Subject to retention or classification of specific documents, full copies (print or
electronic) of all relevant materials identified.

6. Any further relevant summary of activities, or other comments.

Mr. Gennady Kuzmin

Deputy Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation
to the United Nations

New York, NY

120/139 19-13394
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L In conjunction with the preceding, if a review does not identify relevant
information, I will request an explicit and unequivocal statement to that effect.

Most importantly, with reference to item (7), I am requesting an explicit statement
confirming that searches have encompassed all records and archives, without limitation
and regardless of level of classification, including within intelligence, security, and
defence archives. As I noted in my 2018 Interim Report, “without an explicit statement
confirming the precise nature of the searches, particularly into the intelligence, security
and military archives and records, an identification of whether relevant information exists,
and an indication of the reasons for non-disclosure, the non-cooperation of any Member
State may be seen as a failing in the international community’s collective and ongoing
effort in the search for the full truth of the tragic event”.

Given that I am required to consolidate my reporting to the Secretary-General
within the coming months, the Russian Federation’s agreement to appoint an Independent
Appointee would need to be confirmed by the end of March 2019, to allow at least two
months in which to conduct the work. Although there is only a short amount of available
time remaining within my current mandate, I am hopeful that we can work together during
it to make constructive progress in support of this collective effort. I will await your
response.

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

I S |

Mohamed Chande Othman
Eminent Person
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APPOINTED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL PURSUANT TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 72/252

REFERENCE:

. . RN . .
United Nations @ Nations Unies

EMINENT PERSON

(DAG HAMMARSKIJOLD INVESTIGATION)

19 March 2019
Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to my letter to you of 20 March 2018, confirming
my reappointment as Eminent Person in 2018, and requesting confirmation by
20 April 2018 of the appointment by the Republic of South Africa of an
independent and high-ranking official to conduct a dedicated internal review of its
intelligence, security and defence archives. I have the further honour to refer to
subsequent correspondence of 30 April, 15 June, and 17 August 2018, in which my
request was restated.

As is evident from correspondence sent to South Africain 2015, 2016, 2017,
and 2018, it seems likely that unreleased and relevant information is available in
the intelligence, security, and defence archives of South Africa, as well as political
and diplomatic archives. Apart from the general historical context suggesting this,
specific information on the record indicates that relevant information is likely to
exist. It was for this reason that in 2018 South Africa, as well as 12 other Member
States, was requested to appoint an independent and high-ranking official to
conduct dedicated reviews of its own intelligence, security, and defence archives.
Of those Member States requested, 9 have responded constructively, and from the
work already done by a majority of Independent Appointees, significant new
information has been identified. Although I have not received a response from
Angola or the United Kingdom, I hope that progress may be made in respect of
their engagement.

My requests for the appointment of an independent and high ranking official
in 2018 followed from conversations held in April and June 2017 with you,
various other Government Representatives, Advocate George Bizos, and a former
researcher within South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC).
Following these discussions, it appeared to be the case that your Ministry of
Justice and Constitutional Development had located documents referring to a
purported “Operation Celeste”, allegedly conducted by “the South African Institute
for Maritime Research” (SAIMR), which were handed over to it by the former
Chairperson of the TRC in 1998. I requested that these documents be non-

His Excellency

Mr. Jerry Matthews Matjila

Permanent Representative of the Republic of South Africa
to the United Nations

New York, NY
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invasively tested; although I was informed that such permission would hopefully
be forthcoming, no access to the documents has been granted.

Additional information obtained recently would also, if correct, confirm the
existence of SATMR and its operations in South Africa during the relevant period.

On the basis of the above and other information I have reviewed, I assess that
it would remain essential for the comprehensiveness of the Dag Hammarskjold
Investigation that South Africa appoint an independent and high-ranking official to
conduct a dedicated internal review of'its archives, including intelligence, security
and defence archives, in accordance with resolution 72/252. This would include,
without limitation, information contained in the archives of Republican
Intelligence, the Defence Forces, Bureau of State Security, National Intelligence
Service, Police (including Security Branch), State Security Agency, the TRC, and
any destruction certificates or other information concerning archives that once
existed. Further, it remains crucial to fulfilling my mandate to determine whether
the purported SAIMR documents are authentic and reliable.

Accordingly, I renew the request made one year ago in March 2018 that
South Africa appoint an independent and high-ranking official to conduct the
necessary review. I also renew my request as a matter of urgency and utmost
importance that South Africa make appropriate arrangements with me for the
forensic testing of the SAIMR documents. Given that I am required to consolidate
my reporting to the Secretary-General within the coming months, South Africa’s
agreement to take these steps would need to be confirmed by the end of March
2019, to allow at least two months in which to conduct the work. I am hopeful that
these requests do not seem novel, noting that they are based on the same
fundamental requests for information and assistance that were made under the
United Nations led processes in 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, and again this year.

As I noted in my 2018 Interim Report, “without an explicit statement
confirming the precise nature of the searches, particularly into the intelligence,
security and military archives and records, an identification of whether relevant
information exists, and an indication of the reasons for non-disclosure, the non-
cooperation of any Member State may be seen as a failing in the international
community’s collective and ongoing effort in the search for the full truth of the
tragic event”. Although there is only a short amount of available time remaining
within my current mandate, I am hopeful that we can work together during it to
make constructive progress in support of this collective effort.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

- S

Mohamed Chande Othman
Eminent Person
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EMINENT PERSON
APPOINTED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL PURSUANT TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 72/252
(DAG HAMMARSKIJOLD INVESTIGATION)

REFERENCE: 15 March 2019

Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to my letter to His Excellency Mr. Matthew Rycroft
of 20 March 2018 confirming my reappointment as Eminent Person in 2018, and
requesting confirmation by 20 April 2018 of the appointment by the
United Kingdom of an independent and high-ranking official to conduct a dedicated
internal review of its intelligence, security and defence archives. I have the further
honour to refer to subsequent correspondence to you, including that of 30 April 2018
and 15 June 2018, in which my request was restated.

On 6 November 2018 Sir Alan Duncan responded to my letter of March 2018.
In that response, he stated that the United Kingdom would not appoint an
independent and high-ranking official. The reason given was that all information of
direct value to the Investigation was said to have been made available by the
United Kingdom in previous years, or had been released and was available publicly.

It is noted that a similar position to that stated on 6 November 2018 had been
communicated on 10 June 2015'. However, that position was reconsidered in 2017,
which led to beneficial results by way of additional new information being located in
the United Kingdom’s diplomatic archives. Based on the matters elucidated further
below, it is my respectful submission that it would appear to be highly likely that
additional relevant information is available in other archives of the United Kingdom;
specifically, intelligence, security, and defence archives. As I noted in my Interim
Report of November 2018, which was adopted by the Secretary-General with
approval and presented to the General Assembly in December 2018, the deeper we
have gone into the searches, the more relevant information has been found. Among
other possibilities, the intelligence, security and defence archives of Member States
have now been identified as probable sources for the generation of new and relevant
information. Moreover, as the body of knowledge has expanded, further potentially
relevant areas have been revealed.

!“The vast majority of UK material relating to these events has already been released to the National
Archives at Kew and is available to the public there. The FCO has coordinated a search across all relevant
UK departments. None of these departments have identified any pertinent material”.

Her Excellency

Ms. Karen Pierce

Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom
to the United Nations, New York, NY
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As previously noted, both the general historical context as well as specific
information on the record indicates that further information exists. This includes a
report from a Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) officer operative in Northern and
Southern Rhodesia and the Congo, including in Katanga, in 1961 ; Federal
Intelligence and Security Bureau (FISB) reports; statements made both on and off
record by British officials; information received from other Member States; and
other information. As an annexure to this correspondence, I include selected details
of this information, and outline thematic areas for potential future searches.

It is moreover noted that previous official correspondence stated that the “total
amount of information withheld [in diplomatic records] is very small and most of the
redactions only consist of a few words””. However, a review of information in
British archives in 2017 indicated that there are still significant redactions, even
within diplomatic records. I would be prepared to provide further particulars of this,
should it assist.

On the basis of the foregoing, I would make the respectful observation that the
record suggests that British intelligence, security and defence archives may not have
been fully included in searches to date.’ This may also have been the case with
certain other Member States as well. It is for these reasons, and with a view to
ensuring that information available to the Dag Hammarskjold Investigation is
comprehensive, that in 2018 the United Kingdom, as well as 12 other Member States,
was requested to appoint an independent and high-ranking official to conduct
dedicated reviews of its own intelligence, security, and defence archives. Of those
Member States requested, 9 have responded constructively, and from the work
already done by a majority of Independent Appointees, significant new information
has been identified, including within archives that were once classified, closed or not
subject to access. Although I have not received a response from Angola or South
Affica (in addition to the United Kingdom), I hope that progress may be made in
respect of their engagement.

On the basis of the above and other information I have reviewed, I assess that
it would remain essential for the comprehensiveness of the Dag Hammarskjold
Investigation that the United Kingdom appoint an independent and high-ranking
official to conduct a dedicated internal review of intelligence, security and defence
archives, in accordance with resolution 72/252. This would include, without
limitation, information held (including by the FCO) that is not yet due for

? See response of 10 June 2015.

3 By way of official response, the United Kingdom was requested in November 2015 to confirm that its
search of “all relevant UK departments” included a search of “all security and intelligence agencies”. A
response was received from the Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom on 23 June 2016, in which it was
indicated that “the United Kingdom’s position on release of information has not changed since [its letter to
the Panel of 10 June 2015]”. On the topic of whether “all relevant UK departments” included a search of “all
security and intelligence agencies” the response merely repeated the question itself, stating “the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (FCO) coordinated a search across all relevant UK departments”. This is understood
to mean that searches did not include intelligence, security, and defence archives.
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declassification, is closed, or has been retained, as well as that within the records and
archives of the Security Service (MIS5), the Secret Intelligence Service (MI6),
Government Communications Headquarters (GCHQ), the armed services (and
related intelligence services such as Defence Intelligence), as well as the Federal
Intelligence and Security Bureau (FISB), the intelligence and security arm of the
colonial Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. In addition to these archives, it
would be beneficial if it could also be confirmed that searches have included within
the Special Collections at Hanslope Park (and in particular, those archives relating to
Rhodesia), related files at Whitehall, the Permanent USG’s department, documents
covered by individual, blanket, Lord Chancellor’s Instruments and/or other
Instruments (including freedom of information exemptions), the “Top Secret
Independent Records™ (1953-1963, including the inventory thereto), Ministry of
Defence archives, including at Portsmouth and Swadlincote, and any destruction
certificates for archives that once existed.

Accordingly, I renew the request made one year ago in March 2018 that the
United Kingdom appoint an independent and high-ranking official to conduct a
dedicated internal review of its intelligence, security and defence archives in respect
of this matter. At the same time, I request a meeting with the head of the Secret
Intelligence Service, given that the Report of Neil Ritchie remains a highly relevant
document and a starting point for further enquiry. (So do the specific thematic areas
I have summarised in the annexure, and which also invite searches.) Given that [ am
required to consolidate my reporting to the Secretary-General within the coming
months, the United Kingdom’s agreement to take these steps would need to be
confirmed by the end of March 2019, to allow at least two months in which to
conduct the work. T am hopeful that these requests do not seem novel, noting that
they are based on the same fundamental requests for information and assistance that
were made under the United Nations led processes in 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, and
again this year.

As I noted in my 2018 Interim Report, “without an explicit statement
confirming the precise nature of the searches, particularly into the intelligence,
security and military archives and records, an identification of whether relevant
information exists, and an indication of the reasons for non-disclosure, the non-
cooperation of any Member State may be seen as a failing in the international
community’s collective and ongoing effort in the search for the full truth of the
tragic event”. Although there is only a short amount of available time remaining
within my current mandate, I am hopeful that we can work together during it to
make constructive progress in support of this collective effort by the United Nations
community.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mohamed Chande Othman
Eminent Person
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Annexure: Thematic areas for potential searches

It seems highly probable that unreleased and relevant information is likely to
be available in intelligence, security, and defence archives, including in relation to
the following matters:

Existence of the “Secret: Report by Neil Ritchie” (First Secretary at the British High
Commission in Salisbury and MI6 officer)

Neil Ritchie was an MI6 officer and first secretary at the High Commission in
Salisbury, who was in and around Ndola on an assignment relating to
Hammarskjold’s visit for six days before and after the time of the crash. He was in
frequent communication with Lord Alport and the British consul in Katanga, Denzil
Dunnett, throughout this period. The “Neil Ritchie Report” was not disclosed by the
Government to any of the official enquiries, despite the important information it
contained. Its existence and content confirm the presence of the British secret
intelligence services in the area, and MI5/MI6 key involvement in and reporting
about circumstances related to the activities of Hammarsk;jold leading up to the night
of 17-18 September 1961. To recall a summary of the relevant background, in
September 1961 Tshombe, the leader of Katanga, agreed to meet with
Hammarskjold to discuss a ceasefire. Preparations for the meeting and
reconnaissance of the venue were facilitated through Ritchie and Dunnet. On the day
of the proposed meeting, 17 September 1961, Ritchie went himself with two small
aircraft to collect Tshombe and Dunnett to travel to Ndola. He liaised with local and
international diplomatic and corporate figures including Sir Ronald Prain, head of
the Rhodesian Selection Trust, and Henry Fortemps, the assistant director general of
Union Miniére in Elisabethville.

British officials’ own communications refer to Neil Ritchie, including at least
three communications of 17 September 1961 from Lord Alport to the
Commonwealth Relations Office. Despite the pivotal role played by MI5/MI6
personnel (in additional to other British and other personnel) in arranging the
meeting between Hammarsk;jéld and Tshombe, no relevant records have been
disclosed, even in redacted format. It would appear to be highly unlikely that no
further records were created by Ritchie, Dunnett, or others, including Lady Daphne
Park, stationed at the British Embassy in Leopoldville whose presence in the
relevant area with MI6 is a matter of record.

Van Risseghem

In 2015 information was received that a Belgian pilot named Jan van
Risseghem (also identified as “Van Reisseghem”, “Van Rysseghem”, “Van
Reisenghan”, “Van Riesseghel” and other variations) may have piloted a Fouga
Magister, which was said to have shot down Hammarskjold’s plane. Van Risseghem

was in the service of the armed forces of Katanga, and was a person of interest cited
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by the US Ambassador Leopoldville, as well as the United Nations. Recent research
and information indicates that van Risseghem was a pilot with the British Royal Air
Force during World War II, and that he was both the son of and married to British
citizens. Allegations from Mr Pierre Coppens in 2018 confirm this alleged
background, and state that van Risseghem admitted his involvement in an attack on
Hammarskjold’s plane. Van Risseghem allegedly stated ‘in life, sometimes you have
to do things that you don’t want to do, but they are an order’”. If correct, van
Risseghem’s military service in the United Kingdom and the citizenship of his
mother and wife, among other things, may make it likely that British intelligence,
security, and defence archives contain potentially important information on van
Risseghem. Of key interest to the Hammarskjold Investigation is the conclusive
establishment of his whereabouts on 17 and 18 September 1961.

Rhodesian archives

During the course of 2013 a release of some of the ‘migrated archives” of the
Northern Rhodesian files was made to the British National Archives. It is unclear to
what extent, if any, certain of these archives remained inaccessible at the time of
previous searches, or whether they have been included in searches at all. Northern
Rhodesian archives have never been conclusively searched, and remain important
for many reasons, including that the recent Investigations have been able to rule out
the possibility that there was another non-Katangan aircraft in the air that night, or
what activity occurred within Northern Rhodesian airspace. If migrated Northern
Rhodesian intelligence, security and defence archives exist in the United Kingdom
and have not been fully searched, they are likely to hold relevant new information.

Information on intercepted communications

Various diplomatic records refer to the interception of United Nations
communications, which the Rhodesian and British authorities were apparently able
to decode. As one example, correspondence of 13 October 1961 from the Foreign
Office to the Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom to the United Nations
forwards the details of military movements of United Nations forces obtained by
means of “wireless intercepts” and “signals intercepts”. The intercepts include
communications from United Nations Headquarters Katanga Command to its air
operations in Leopoldville. Further, in documents received from the United States,
the United States Consul in Elisabethville also reported by cable of 5 January 1961
to the Department of State that the British Consul in Elisabethville had “read [him]
the text of intercepted cable from [the] UN Commander at Albertville, reporting to
[United Nations representative] Dayal”. Further to this, the findings of the 2015 and
2017 Reports that US and British services monitored and decrypted Secretary-
General Hammarskjold’s official code cables have not been challenged.

Authorities including Rhodesian and British appear to have intercepted United
Nations communications in a systemic manner in the Congo in 1961. It is feasible
that a better understanding of the extent of interception capabilities may clarify
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whether there is a likelihood that there was a true absence of further communications
on 17 September 1961 from flight SE-BDY, other than those already known. Either
the presence of additional communications, or the absence of them despite ongoing
interception monitoring, would greatly assist our knowledge of events.

Communications transmitted from Hammarskjold’s plane

In a telegram from Lord Alport of 18 September 1961, he reported that the
“Plane from Leopoldville assumed to be carry Hammarskjold passed without landing
or making contact”. Dunnett however stated that on the night of 17-18 September he
overheard a radio call between Hammarskjéld’s flight (“SE-BDY™) and the Ndola
Control Tower in which SE-BDY reported that it would be landing at Ndola within a
quarter of an hour. Although Dunnett’s account has not been denied, no such records
have apparently been searched for officially in British archives. If there were such
radio communications overheard by Dunnett, it is most likely that their existence (as
well as the existence or absence of other similar communications) was recorded, and
may hold important new information. This is a significant possibility, noting the
matters referred to in the preceding paragraphs regarding interception of
communications.

Time of discovery of crash

British diplomat Sir Brian Unwin, the assistant to Lord Alport at the time of
the crash, has stated that he and Lord Alport were informed by Lord Landsdowne
between 1330 and 1500 hours (local time) that “there had been a crash and they’d
found it and Hammarskjold was dead”. These comments indicate that he and
Lord Alport were informed about the discovery of the crash site before the official
account of the site having been discovered by the authorities at 1510 hours
(Lord Alport has stated that the time was 1400 hours). If high ranking British
officials had been made aware of the crash before the official discovery time, it is
likely that there is documentation that has not been disclosed regarding initial reports
upon which these notifications were based.

Paul Abram — statement regarding GCHQ

US citizen and former US Air Force Security Service Officer Paul Abram has
stated that he recorded information on a tape regarding an interception of an attack
on Hammarskjold’s plane. He stated that the tape would have been shared with the
US National Security Agency (NSA) location in Fort Meade, Maryland, and with
GCHQ, in original and by fax. GCHQ records may be able to confirm or deny the
existence of the transmission Abram states that he heard on the night of 17-18
September 1961.
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British influence on initial enquiries

In a letter of 24 April 1962 from Alan Campbell, Counsellor of the Permanent
Mission of the United Kingdom to the United Nations, addressed to Michael Wilford,
of the Foreign Office, Campbell makes various references to the United Kingdom
having been provided with the 1961 Commission’s report in draft before its issuance
— a fact of which he acknowledged there was “a certain delicacy about revealing”
— and to the United Kingdom having negotiated changes to its text. The letter states,
“I think the Secretariat have now produced a satisfactory revision of the draft”. It
mentions specific changes in the draft that the United Kingdom sought from the
Secretary of the 1961 Commission, and it appears that at least one of the revisions
sought by the United Kingdom made its way into the text of the final report. In the
same letter from Campbell to Wilford, Campbell noted that it was “regrettable™ that
the “Commission ha[d] decided to stick to their own draft” instead of altering their
conclusions to agree with the suggestion of ruling out sabotage or external attack.

Further, an attempt to influence the 1961 Commission was apparently exerted
by a British member of the Rhodesian Commission of Inquiry. In a letter of
19 February 1962 from Justice Lloyd-Jacob to the United Kingdom Secretary of
State, Earl Home, Justice Lloyd-Jacob stated, “I hope you are not too apprehensive
of the possible conclusions of the United Nations Committee. The members of it will
I think (and in private discussion with two of them I have so urged them) concentrate
upon the preflight position in the Congo...”. Justice Lloyd-Jacob also advised Earl
Home that “on the issue of causation of the crash I should expect them [i.e. the 1961
Commission] to concur in our findings”. Ifit is the case that an attempt was made to
influence the 1961 Commission to rule out sabotage or other malicious action as a
probable cause or causes of the air crash, further information may exist to confirm or
explain why this outcome was sought.

Commercial records

Further to the preceding, it may be possible for the United Kingdom to
facilitate queries in areas additional to intelligence, security, and defence archives, in
a manner that has not yet been fully explored. As one example, British companies
including Tanganyika Concessions, the Rhodesian Selection Trust and the British
South Africa Company operated in the area at the relevant time, and had links to the
British Government, as well as to US and South African mining interests. Union
Miniére also shared directors and had close relations with Tanganyika Concessions.
Given the role of British officials in cooperating with Union Miniére to facilitate the
meeting that Hammarskjold was travelling to when his plane crashed, it is possible
that relevant information may be identified that refers to or is within the archives of
these or other British companies.
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24 March 2019

Dear Mr. Manso,

I have the honour to refer to correspondence from the United States of America
dated 12 April 2018 confirming Mr. Eric Gaudiosi’s appointment as independent and
high-ranking appointee (the Independent Appointee), mandated by the Government of the
United States to conduct a dedicated internal review of its records and archives, including
intelligence, security and defence archives, to determine whether information relevant to
the Dag Hammarskjold Investigation exists. On 3 October 2018 I was advised that you
would replace Mr. Gaudiosi as Independent Appointee; this change in your role
notwithstanding, I note that you had previously been included on communications with
Mr. Gaudiosi since shortly after his appointment.

By letter of 13 June 2018 I outlined the general methodology requested of
Independent Appointees. As part of this, I requested that a brief interim written report be
provided to me in October 2018, identifying, inter alia, whether full access had been
granted to all records and archives, regardless of level of classification (including
intelligence, security, and defence archives); a description of searches carried out; and an
identification of relevant information that had been identified. Despite following up on the
matter on multiple occasions, I did not receive an interim report from the United States in
2018. T was however advised that searches remained ongoing. On 6 December 2018, 1
provided you with a copy of my Interim Report to the Secretary-General.

The record suggests that searches for relevant information in this matter that were
conducted before 2018 may have been limited to diplomatic and/or political archives in
various Member States. Indeed, documents received from the United States Government
in previous years appear to have been entirely from such sources, notwithstanding that
both the general historical context as well as specific information of record suggest that it
is highly likely that additional relevant information is available in other archives of the
United States. For example, the existing record includes: statements and documentation
from Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), National Security Agency (NSA), and armed
services personnel who were stationed to or worked thematically on the area within and
surrounding the Congo during the 1950s-1960s; information received from other Member
States; and other information such as that in private archives, as well as, for example, the
summary records of the Church and Pike Committees, which indicate that their complete
records (which remain inaccessible publicly) may contain further relevant information.
Moreover, sources have shown what may be a possible conflict or difference between
official US Government policy vs. CIA activities over the period in question, which, if
true, makes it even more important that archives beyond those in the diplomatic and/or
political spheres are examined.

Mr. Joseph Manso
By email
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With a view to ensuring that information available to the Dag Hammarsk;jéld
Investigation is comprehensive, in 2018 the United States, as well as 12 other Member
States, was requested to appoint an independent and high-ranking official to conduct
dedicated reviews of'its own intelligence, security, and defence archives. As I noted in my
Interim Report, which was adopted by the Secretary-General with approval and presented
to the General Assembly in December 2018, the deeper we have gone into the searches,
the more relevant information has been found. Moreover, as the body of knowledge has
expanded, further potentially relevant areas have been revealed.

Indeed, the responses given by the United States in previous years have themselves
continued to evolve. By way of example, in 2015 and 2016 the United States stated that it
did not have any responsive information regarding the following matters, all of which
have been assessed as having probative value to the Investigation: the presence of US
aircraft in and around Ndola in September 1961 the supply of Fouga aircraft to Katanga
in 1960-61; and the service record of Mr. Paul Abram. However, in 2017, when presented
with information that showed that the United States was involved in and had relevant
information on these matters, documents were provided to me confirming that was in fact
the case. As an annexure to this correspondence, I include selected details of this
information, and outline thematic areas for your ongoing searches.

On the basis of the above and other information I have reviewed, I assess that it
would remain essential for the comprehensiveness of the Dag Hammarskjold Investigation
that the United States confirm the exhaustive nature of its dedicated internal review of
intelligence, security and defence archives, in accordance with resolution 72/252. This
would include that searches have also been conducted of, without limitation, information
held (including by the Department of State) that is not yet due for declassification, is
closed, or has been retained, as well as that within the records and archives of: the CIA
(including but not limited to any records held by the Department of Plans; the Directorate
of Operations; the Directorate of Intelligence for the Africa Division, the Congo /
Elizabethville station, the Congo / Katanga base, the Johannesburg station, and British
Rhodesia liaison office; Project ZR/RIFLE; and Office of Current Intelligence); the NSA
(including but not limited to any records held by the Office of Signals Intelligence
Operations (SIGINT) including but not limited to in “G Group” for Africa (formerly
ALLO of “all other countries”), and the Office of Research and Engineering in its Intercept
Equipment Division for Africa); the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA, established
1 August 1961) (including but not limited to any records held by the Directorate for
Management & Operations and its sub-directorates for Collection Management, Attachés
and Training, and Plans and Policy); the Air Force Intelligence Service (including but not
limited to any records held by the Directorate of Operational Intelligence and Directorate
of Attaché Affairs); the US Navy and the US Army Intelligence and Security Command
(INSCOM); the US Department of State (including but not limited to, any records held by
the Bureau of Intelligence Research (INR)’s Office of Analysis for Africa, and the Central
Foreign Policy Files, and Bureau of African Affairs);, the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI); and the complete records of any relevant congressional, senatorial, judicial, or
executive bodies (including but not limited to the Church and Pike Committees, and the
Rockefeller Commission). Searches should of course include among any indexes or
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reference material referring to archives that once existed (such as destruction certificates
or equivalent).

As will be recalled, in the coming months I am required to address my final report
to the Secretary-General. Although I initially requested final reports from Independent
Appointees by 30 March 2019, other Independent Appointees have requested additional
time to conduct deeper searches, on which basis I have extended the deadline until
30 April 2019. This would, however, represent the latest date on which I could receive the
final reports and still have time to meaningfully review and convey their results. [ would
therefore again reiterate my request that your final report be received in a timely manner,
addressing in full the methodology conveyed in my letter of 13 June 2018. Should you
have any queries, I would hope that the additional time available will allow you to raise
them immediately, in order that we may address them constructively together.

I am hopeful that these requests do not seem novel, noting that they are based on the same
fundamental requests for information and assistance that were made under the
United Nations led processes in 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, and again this year.

As I noted in my 2018 Interim Report, “without an explicit statement confirming
the precise nature of the searches, particularly into the intelligence, security and military
archives and records, an identification of whether relevant information exists, and an
indication of the reasons for any non-disclosure, the non-cooperation of any Member State
may be seen as a failing in the international community’s collective and ongoing effort in
the search for the full truth of the tragic event”. Although there is only a short amount of
available time remaining within my current mandate, I am confident that we can work
together during it to make constructive progress in support of this collective effort by the
United Nations community.

With my sincere regards,

e Py

Mohamed Chande Othman
Eminent Person
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Annexure: Thematic areas for potential searches

It seems highly probable that unreleased and relevant information is likely to
be available in intelligence, security, and defence archives, including in relation to
the following matters:

Intercepts or other evidence of communications transmitted from Hammarskjold’s
plane, or other planes, equipment, and facilities.

One of the primary areas of interest for potentially relevant information relates
to what occurred during the actual flight; this may include radio intercepts and
related records (including, for example, tapes, transcripts, secondary/tertiary
information and other material), or other potential communications between aircraft,
ground forces and air traffic control. The historical record strongly suggests that
Governments, including the United States, which had a presence in and around the
Congo region at the time, may hold such evidence. Any such information, if
verifiable, will be likely to either prove or disprove one or more of the existing
hypotheses of the tragic event, bringing us more proximate to closure.

In respect of the United States, it has been noted that from the specific
evidence of US radio monitoring activities at Ndola airport, as well as from the
broader evidence of the NSA’s worldwide monitoring activities around 1961, it is
highly likely that all local and regional Ndola radio traffic on the night of 17-18
September 1961 was tracked and recorded by the NSA, and possibly also by the CIA.
In this regard, of primary importance would be any recording, transcription, or any
other record of such radio traffic intercepted, received, or relayed by the NSA at any
station worldwide, on the night of 17-18 September 1961, concerning: the Secretary-
General’s plane; the landing or approach of any aircraft at Ndola, Northern
Rhodesia; and/or an attack on any aircraft.

Information on intercepted communications — Paul Abram

Paul Abram, former United States Air Force Security Services Officer has
described hearing transmissions related to the shooting down of an aircraft in or near
the Congo on the night of 17 to 18 September 1961 while stationed at a United
States National Security Agency (NSA) listening post in Irakleio, Greece. As
previously reported, Abram stated specifically that on the night of 17 to 18
September he heard someone say over the radio: “Here comes the plane ... the plane
is well 1it”, followed by someone on another frequency stating in non-American
accented English, “the Americans just shot down a UN plane”, which was followed
by a significant increase in “radio chatter”. Abram stated that he recorded the
information on a tape and that the tape would have been shared with the NSA
location in Fort Meade, Maryland, and with Government Communications
Headquarters (GCHQ), the British intelligence and security organization, in original
and by fax. He stated that his NSA supervisors were in Irakleio and at the United
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States Air Force Security Service Headquarters at Kelly Air Base in San Antonio,
Texas.

The United States did not respond to requests for information regarding
Abram’s service in 2015. In June 2016, the United States stated that it did not have
information on Abram. When I provided further information received from Abram
concerning his service record in 2017 (including his including his Force number and
service record, education record, and identifier/code of “AbelBaker”), the United
States again stated in June 2017 that “[w]e have been unable to locate any further
information about Mr. Abram. We are unable to authenticate the documents you
provided purporting to show Mr. Abram’s service. We are not aware of any
information or documentation in the possession of the US Government which would
support or lend credence to Mr. Abram’s claims.” However, a mere number of days
prior to finalizing my 2017 Report, I received information from the United States
confirming that Abram had been a “voice intercept protocol specialist”, but that
“United States Air Force records ... provide that Paul Abram’s tour in Crete began
on October 24, 1959. The records further provide that the date Paul Abram returned
to the United States was April 7, 1961. Thus, it appears that Paul Abram was not in
Crete in September of 1961”. In response, Abram stated that the dates listed on the
form could not have been correct (he based his recollection on other important life
events that had occurred at or near October 1959), that he had definitely been in
Crete in September 1961, and that he believed the record (including both the
duration and the start/end dates of service in Crete) to have been misrepresented.

During 2013-2017, the United States had advised that it did not have
information regarding Abram, notwithstanding the fact that significant details
including his service location, role and service record number had been conveyed for
verification. No explanation was given in 2017 regarding why a service record was
suddenly able to be located. If comprehensive searches were not conducted before
2017, then it may be the case that all matters considered and searches conducted by
the United States before then would need to be reviewed. In any event, in 2018, I
requested the United States to follow up on the information that confirmed Abram to
have been an intercept specialist operating in Crete. Specifically, matters that need to
be ascertained include: why Abram’s service record was not located until 2017, full
details of Abram’s service, including but not limited to his attachment to the NSA;
Abram’s claim to have been stationed in Crete in September 1961; an explanation of
the new documentation received in 2017 (which appears to be an internal military
form with many abbreviated words, including in military vocabulary); whether,
regardless of Abram’s presence, the records of the NSA listening station in Crete
(and other such relevant facilities) have been exhaustively reviewed for records of
communications on 17-18 September 1961; whether it is correct that tapes or other
records of such communications were shared with other US entities (including the
CIA) and/or GCHQ, or other foreign intelligence, security, and defence entities;
whether other service personnel at the facility in question, or similar facilities, who
were working at the relevant time, have been contacted to confirm whether they
recall hearing or reading a transmission, recording, or transcript, as described.
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Information on intercepted communications — Charles Southall

Charles Southall was a “processing and reporting” officer stationed at a naval
communications facility of NSA near Nicosia in 1961. He has consistently stated
that on 17-18 September 1961 he overheard a CIA intercept that was shared with the
NSA, describing an attack on what was understood to be Hammarskjold’s plane.
Southall stated that four or five other staff also heard the recording or read the
transcript. Southall also stated that he was informed by his Communications Watch
Officer or another officer present at the relevant time that a Belgian pilot known as
the “Lone Ranger”, flying a Fouga Magister aircraft used by Katangan forces, made
the transmission and that the pilot “must be waiting for Hammarskjold’s plane”. It
will be recalled that the references to the “Lone Ranger” and the Fouga Magister
were also made by the United States Ambassador in Leopoldville, Edmund Gullion.

The United States confirmed in 2016 that Southall had joined the Navy in
1955, was released from active duty in 1969 and retired as a commander from the
Naval Reserve in 1978. However, the United States did not respond to queries
whether Southall was stationed in Greece or whether he worked in support of NSA,
as he had stated. In 2018, I requested the United States to follow up on the
information regarding Southall’s service record and claims. Although in 2018 it was
stated that the United States was not aware of any information which would support
or lend credence to Southall’s claims, specific matters remain to be ascertained,
including: full details of Southall’s service, including but not limited to his
attachment to the NSA; whether the limited nature of searches regarding Abram
(described above) that led to relevant information not being discovered in 2013-2017
may also have affected searches regarding Southall; Southall’s claim to have been
stationed in Greece in September 1961 ; whether, regardless of Southall’s presence,
the records of the listening station in Greece (and other such relevant facilities) have
been exhaustively reviewed for records of communications on 17-18 September
1961; whether it is correct that tapes or other records of such communications were
shared with other US entities (including the CIA) and/or GCHQ, or other foreign
intelligence, security, and defence entities; whether other service personnel at the
facility in question, or similar facilities, who were working at the relevant time, have
been contacted to confirm whether they recall hearing or reading a transmission,
recording, or transcript, as described; and the full details of any internal US
investigations into the allegations made by Mr. Southall, during the 1990s or since.

Information on intercepted communications — UN communications

Various diplomatic records refer to the interception of United Nations
communications, which the Rhodesian and British authorities were apparently able
to decode. As one example, correspondence of 13 October 1961 from the Foreign
Office to the Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom to the United Nations
forwards the details of military movements of United Nations forces obtained by
means of “wireless intercepts” and “signals intercepts”. The intercepts include
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communications from United Nations Headquarters Katanga Command to its air
operations in Leopoldville. Further, in documents received from the United States,
the United States Consul in Elisabethville also reported by cable of 5 January 1961
to the Department of State that the British Consul in Elisabethville had “read [him]
the text of intercepted cable from [the] UN Commander at Albertville, reporting to
[United Nations representative] Dayal”. Further to this, the findings of the 2015 and
2017 Reports that US and British services intercepted, monitored and decrypted
Secretary-General Hammarskjold’s official code cables have not been challenged;
indeed, in 2017 the United States advised that it did not have any comment to make
on this issue.

It is feasible that a better understanding of the extent of interception
capabilities in general may clarify whether there is a likelihood that there was a true
absence of further communications on 17 September 1961 from flight SE-BDY,
other than those already known. Either the presence of additional communications,
or the absence of them despite ongoing interception monitoring, would greatly assist
our knowledge of events.

Information on intercepted communications — US facilities

It has been established since the initial enquiries in 1961-62 that at least three
United States Air Force Dakota aircraft were in Elisabethville or Ndola on
17 September 1961, and that all three were in Ndola by 18 September 1961. A
communication from the United States of 10 June 2016 stated however that US Air
Force searches on this issue had not found any documents or information. Despite
this statement, in response to contradictory information I provided in 2017, the
United States confirmed that in fact a US Army and Navy Attachés’ aircraft had
been in Ndola between 15 and 18 September 1961, that two planes (a US Air
Attaché plane and a US Pretoria Attaché plane) were in Elisabethville from 15 to 17
September before moving to Ndola on 18 September, and that there were therefore
on 18 September 1961 at least three US aircraft in the Ndola area.

Other information establishes that the US equipment and facilities were
transmitting communications from Ndola to Elisabethville, Leopoldville and
Washington, D.C, by the “single sideband” radio on at least one of the planes.
Rhodesian and United Kingdom authorities had also previously reported that US Air
Attachés’ aircraft in Leopoldville and Pretoria had been parked for some days on the
apron at Ndola airport, in continuous contact with Leopoldville, Elisabethville, New
York and Washington, and from time to time with UN aircraft in the air. Lord Alport,
then UK High Commissioner, had also stated that “we thought it possible that this
[Dakota] aircraft was in communication with [Hammarskjold’s] plane”, and former
British diplomat, Sir Brian Unwin, as well as Squadron Leader Mussell of the Royal
Rhodesian Air Force, also confirmed their respective understanding that the US
planes were turned on and transmitting messages. Accordingly, specific matters
remain to be ascertained, including: whether US aircraft or other equipment may
have sent a transmission on 17-18 September 1961, or whether any of three Dakota
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aircraft discussed above may have received, intercepted or acted as a relay station for
other radio communications; whether any US aircraft (including the Dakotas) were
used as a recording and/or relay station (e.g. a field command post) for any VHF or
other transmissions in the area; whether any other means of collecting information
through signal and communications intelligence in and around the Ndola area was
conducted or received by the US at the time in question.

Air forces of Katanga — equipment and personnel

In 2015 information was received that a Belgian pilot named Jan van
Risseghem (also identified as “Van Reisseghem”, “Van Rysseghem”, “Van
Reisenghan”, “Van Riesseghel” and other variations) may have piloted a Fouga
Magister, which was said to have shot down Hammarskjold’s plane. Van Risseghem
was in the service of the armed forces of Katanga, and was a person of interest cited
by the US Ambassador in Leopoldville, as well as the United Nations.

Communications between 15-18 September 1961 from US Ambassador
Edmund Gullion claim that Hammarskjold’s plane “may have been shot down”, and
provide reports of a “flash in the air”. According to the communications, one or both
of these pieces of information were also passed on immediately to the White House,
the Secretary of Defence, the Army, the Navy, the Air Force and CIA. Ambassador
Gullion had also reported in preceding days on aerial harassment of UN aircraft by,
and the possible visual sighting of, Van Reisseghem [van Risseghem].

Recent research and information indicates that van Risseghem was a pilot
with the British Royal Air Force during World War II, and that he was both the son
of'and married to British citizens. Allegations from Mr Pierre Coppens in 2018
confirm this alleged background, and state that van Risseghem admitted his
involvement in an attack on Hammarskjéld’s plane. Van Risseghem allegedly stated
‘in life, sometimes you have to do things that you don’t want to do, but they are an
order’”. Various information in US diplomatic archives already reviewed may make
it likely that US intelligence, security, and defence archives contain potentially
important information on van Risseghem. Of key interest to the Hammarskjold
Investigation is the conclusive establishment of his whereabouts on 17 and 18
September 1961.

Gullion’s and others’ communications around the relevant time also describe
night attacks by a Fouga, air-to-air attacks by Katangan forces (including on US
aircract), and the possible operational presence of more than one Fouga in
September 1961. It would remain to be confirmed that the United States’ searches
for information on van Risseghem (including spelling variations) and the aerial
forces of Katanga have been conducted across all potentially relevant records and
archival sources, including those referred to in this letter.
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SAIMR

In 2017, the United States advised that it had “been unable to locate any
information regarding a purported ‘Operation Celeste’ or the ‘South African Institute
for Maritime Research [SAIMR]>”. Given that new information from other sources
has been received in 2018 regarding the existence of SAIMR and its operations
between the 1960s — 1980s, as well as the alleged involvement of the CIA in the
purported ‘Operation Celeste’, it would be necessary to confirm that United States’
searches for this information have been conducted across all potentially relevant
records and archival sources, including those referred to in this letter.

Other

Investigative journalists Joe Trento and Dave Roman in their August 1978
article in Penthouse Magazine titled the “KGB In New York: The United Nations
Soviet Spy Base” mention (1) a secret 1962 CIA report given to President Kennedy
that stated “[t]here is evidence collected by our technical field operatives that the
explosive device aboard the aircraft was of standard KGB incendiary design™; and
(2) areport about a Soviet KGB agent named S. A. Vinogradov being involved in
the death of Hammarskjold. Please confirm whether references to such records exist
within archives.
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