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. . PETITION FROM THE "COMITATO CÈNTRALE DEI CèMMERCIANTI", .MOGADISCIO 
· .:~~ · '"'i:.: .< ê:~~cEmiiNG 's~N~LILANb. UNDER ·ITAtiAN ADr-nNniTRA':ÙoN ,· · 

~ .. -·~:. • h ~· ) ;·: •• ~ ... - ". ;'•.. . • • . ' : '. 

~ ; . 

·.:: ~>·· · -~ .! ·:NOte· 1ïÎy·-' the ·s·ecretUry•GenérUl·: IIi ac·cot'duri~é · Wi·th ±'-Ule· 84 and 

': '''·sûppiénieiitary rule·a F orid t of 'the rules ·or ·procedure ·for the TrU:stleeship' . 

. ; c6tindil, thé Secretui-y.::aene'ral baS' :the' honour to traricmit ·ta the memberG ·o"f 

the Trustcesbip Council, to the Governmcnt of Italy as the Adrnlnistêrin:g · 

Authori ty_ of the Trudt Terri tdry. Of· 5oni<.üflana:; and ·to the Governments of 
• . • ''• ~ •• ~ ~ ' ~ ' 1 - • . • ' • • • 

Colonibia,· Egypt;-:nnd ·thè Philippines as membèrs of the':Advisory Coundl · 

<.~ ';ior' 1the. Truôt Terri tOry of Somcliland, a: communication ·duted 4 September ~951 

from the "Comftnto' Centralë 'd:ef Cornmeréia:nti"·, Mogadiscio c-olicerning .·the . 

Tr.JJt~:TéÇxiit&·y of Somnlilarid · un'der-rits.lian· àdmiriistration.'-

Thi~;·~·~~~~ic~Ù~~ w~~ t':r~~~~~itted .t·o.·the Seèretary-Gem~iai:by· thè United 

Natiol!~·Yi~~~i:n~ ~~,~-s~on to TrtÎst Territoriés in Èast Af~ic~. · 
-~- :;,.l,;' .... l~.::' '.-t:·., ·: ' • .. ·: . .· -= ' .. •• : t 

... .. · ... :;- ... 
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To The ironourable Vi si ting Mi;s~ôn , •ôf thè United Nations. 
~;·_ ./. \-:· ~· J • '· < ' ~ .. 1 

' . 
'; .. 

1-iogàdiscio 
. ·:· "{."' 

' .. ': ~·. 

Th~ Central Committe~ of Merchants trading in Mogadiscio has the 

honèÛr- and duty to' b'Î·iD:g·the 'foiiawing remntkà 'ë.~ncerning the·' gèn.~rai. situation 

of the co~tryt s tracié ~a· indÜfrt:f.y t'~' the att~'ntion:·' ~d -fair jtid:sm~nt ·'of the 

honourable Visiting Mission: 

Spmaliland•s_ trade .and industry, ~s well as all the big export and 

im:po~t finns ~-.ar~; m~mop~+~z.ed b;y the:. !t~lian~; _-wb~fu ,tb_e- ·i\F;$· hêlps and _faveurs 
. ' . ' 

bJ' f.air means. Qr _ :fo:ul •. , To pgint out. seme characteristic and more important 
• ' • • 1 -. • ' i ; '.' • ... ,... •• ' .... 

instanc~s,.we note:_ , _ . , _ , , 

· .l),_The ,SAI~ .. -wbich, in spite of its .deceÜ.f\11 n.ame ."It~lian and 

Somali .rpi~:li. Stock P<?mpany'', .if:l e~clu~i~ely It~l~an, \fii~~~t ·a~; Soni~ii ;_, _ ·

.. parti·ciP,ation .... :mon~polize.s, the produè:tioi+ ·~d comme~ce ~i s~gar, bei~g free 
. . . .. ' . ' . . . . ' . . .} 

to f~ i ts ·priee regs_.rdless of any re sul ting çlamage to the iil.di.genpus ... · . . - . . ' . . . . . ' ' ' . '. . . ~ ' . ... :- . . ...; . 

inhabi tants, Anlong many oth~1;' co~plo.ints and peti tiens ~ent to. ,the .AFIS . , 

as king. for; protection~ vTe e~close .a C~py Of Our, OwU r,epb~t· ~n ;·~he SÀJ:S j . 

with the ·answer~:t. the Administrator. At Üiè 'timè 6f our reportj ·an 
\ ' ' ' .• ~ .. ' • ~ ! . -.. ·' • • • : ' ' ' • 1 . • ', '. . • . . 

22 Marcb 1951, the priee of sugar was 171.15 shillings'. pei:- quintal· (ène 

quintal equals 220 pounds) and, instead of obtaining the requested eut in 

' :<J ••. 

priee, sugar subsequently reached the priee of S/213.70 per quinta~; while 

in neighbouring Kenya the priee is S/70 and in Mogadiscio s/110. Neverthe~ess 

the SAIS still demande S/2o4 per quintal. This exploitation has actually 

been admi tted by the Manager of the SAIS hi.mself, who-, speaking not long aga 

before the Mogadiscio Chamber of Commerce, remarked that "the AFIS could not 

sell locally produced sugar for less than S/204 per quintal, because nobody 

could foresee what would bappen to the Company and its equipment in nine 

years; bence the Society was obliged to employ every possible means of 
. " exploiting production at the present time. 

2) Thé Cosmo de Vincenzi Eleetric Company of Mogadiscio is left 

qui te free ta act as ft thinks . fit. Returning to Somali land in 1948 

M; .• Cosma de Vincenzi, .owner or' the Company, being the type of genti'ém8n.· · 

he is, dècided to ·raise the priee of electricity from S/0.45 ·to S/0.95 the Kwh. 

/Since July 
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c.:.. •f 
Since ;July 1951, Mr •. de Vincend bas been asking S/1.45 the Kwh. 

• • • • • • • • •• • ' • ••• : • > ' ~- •• t ;,_ : 1 ~- ~:.. . • '• • .•• . . • -

·As for. the, AF!p,. ~t. propo·sed _a. x:evision of the IJrice only -when i t saw the . 

·· fr:Lgh~eni~g r~actü~~ ~d trem~~d9~~· cr~tf~l~m ~f· the_pu~lic. ·_Ne~e,rtholes~~-·· 
• • ---~ .! • • ' ... • ' -~· .. ' • 

. Mr.,. de;Vincenz,i --_..a. we1l kn~~ fa~cist wh~ c~~~·t6 Somaliland in 1022 as a 
. . . . . ' . . . . .. . - . . . . - ~ . . .,., . 

lieutenant af.ld O,rugt?i~t and is n;~. ~ milÙ.onaire wi th interests. not: only in • 
' ,"' 

0 
1 A t ' ' ~ '' 

0 
< ' o ' o! • 

0 

, Sorn.~li.~ap~, bu_t _also in, It.!?-lY and e lse~he;-e abroad ..... has insis~ed on as king . 
• • . • • • • • • ••• • ~ 'l • 

hiS: un1a~Tfu1 priee, ~s is clearly demonstrated in th~ enclosed circtilar' 

.J,-e:t~erJ: date.d 24 ~-~~tember-1951, in ~p_it~ ?f. the_ fac~ .that such ~-prie~ •r?uld 

. be: in?dmi,s_sil:\;Le i~ ariy othe~ part o~ t.he Y?rld,- while discus~i~g these viœ1 

J?roblems. ve wis}?.. to pÇ>int out that ~oth th~ c.ompani~s mentièned .abovè · deal\.ù;h 

. ~ati:ve.' vTOrkers ,in .13. ma~ner \lnparalleled. :i.n: ~y ether c~untry· •. The- i~abÙant's 
...... '• . .' . '· . . . . ' '· : ~ : ' . "\ . 

bf .~he -~9wns _of Merca, Brav~ and Chisimaio are also ill':"trêated by the Itulian 
' ' .. . .. ~ . . . . ' . . . . . 

owners of the Electric Companies. De Vinc~n:~i t s· greed. becomes even mo~e · ,. 

appar~nt ~hen ,one remembers th!l:t. ~ll,t~e eq~ipment of ili~ c~~pany~-~a~· p~rché.sed. 
. ·- .... -. . . ' . '· . . . - . . .. ' 

in' 1925 •. , Hi!3 amazin& affl,uel'!ce has s~mp:I..Y :b_een sque~zed fr-om the. Smnali people. 
. " . . •' ·, -. . ,. . ' . . ' . 

,·, ._ . F .. · ... 3) . The two dr].lg sto:res in,Mog~disç::\o and the· one ·in Merca 1 \lnder 
I:t<üJ.,an management, ~har.g~. in~redi ble pric~s .,for d.rugs and othe~ go~ds ~ This 

• • • ' • • ~- ... • • •• • • '. ,' • p ' ~ 1 i'' 1 ' ~- . 

fact. is,.. moreover, 80 well lmown that the;re is no need to provide a detailéd 
. . :;_ . . . . . . - . .,_ ~- " . . . 

list· of t}leir priees~ , l~ anY .case,·· no· ·s~;rious action bas beÉm d~cided upon _by 
• • • ~ • • > / " 

the, AFIS to clle.ck ·the m,i.sdeeds of the se drug stores. • · · 

4) -:TP,e .. 's~A·C.A~ (Co~operative Agri~ul~~-al Join·t"i:itock_ Company) ·in· 

'Genale USE?S :the ab~olute methode of a ~nopoiy, since the r~q_uests' of 'several 

wèil:~kn~•m ~omal-i tradesmen for sha.res \~ th~: Company h~~e b~en. tur~ed do•m . 

and, the ir :app~~catio~ to ~xport bananas ~nd. pth~~ Soma:i :fru~t~ r~fused~ .·; The 

_trimsport of bananas. fro~ the .fams ta the ·c~st~ms: offi~e·s in Merca ·and: .. 
• ' • • < .. ••• ' ~ • • • • 

_Chisimaio is,-.~oreoyèr,,:· ent:r.ust~d for. t~e most. part to It_al~an ~orry 'o•mers 

a:nd the:!,.r associa.~es,.,le~v.ing the- Somali pe~ple o~t of· ~yearn:ings gained 

·_in _such a:n _impor:tant :t?:t;~nch i of worJ:t.. . . , . . . . 
- . ,_ ..... -. 5):: Cus.t~ms :tariffs ha~~ bee~ .. steadilY: ris.ing for b<:th ex:p~rts and··. 

· .importa •." ,-.~~e .. sam~. i~ tr~~ pf all. ot_her :-t;;axe~ •.• Every. trading ·Ji~rmi t . in any 

field· ts àubjected. tQ the-- .levy of. ~ari~~s taxes, to so.y nothip.g of 'taxes for 

oec~pa~io~ oi',:.PU~~H~-.·~a~d,; o~ h~t~, ~ui:iai~gs, ;~~~~', gr~ina~d ~attlé ~arkets. 
A.t~x.is levied·~ven.up~~ an_egg o~ a.boti>le_of y~gourt •. By taxin{a caif 

··- ·/from the 
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fr~~~\h~.~ B~d~f~ tJ -~ogad.isdi'6· '~a~kêt':~ fÔr' inËrt'ânb~,t~ô.nct\)rt throu~h th 
:~·.·: ~-: 4i·-.(. ~-~~ '-1.\·t·f~4 ··:~!':··. ~-· ~":r·~{ ."''.tri!. t*~· ,. 1 !-i·.· .. ..,.IV _ . _ , . b" e stock-

ya.rdt<;>.the.~istributor.~ tnè Ar. ts·c.'o'ilects'às~·niûch."~àâ"-'8/4o up.6n·t·.a'singl, ..... , · ·.,ç. 
•. • · ••• - ......... --· • ~ ~ f • -. , .... ~ • e ca~ • 

, •. ::. ·• .·~·. ".~:, ~'.
1

},;~?~v*.:.·:K~se""~~~.~:·~~·~.-~~~~·~t~~~'··êi~~~·éé ànà nùinero\1~· ·tYI>e~':·or 
~;nes, as. well as :Co jroclaim' .or·(~nforce nèw ·:tatts, '~thé AFlS 'bilsi:ài~;Hs··''à.ct1on 
/' • \.:"··:' ;._l·;· .~.·-.- ," ·.·1'). .-··,-· ~ï· :· ... , .. ·~-~. ~-.;- . ... 

.,\l;pon edicts issued from 1924 ;.;·;;. ''tlie .. yêar thé i'ir~t f~sh~t' GoY.ern6r .. ,, ;·:: :· ,: 
,···<::~"'.:~-·-; ,1·.· :~:·\·:.J:_·t-\-•''!:>. ·:~.'··-~ ,_ . .,. t_'; .- ··~ .. ;,. :;::""' ~- •'\· .. _,· • .. - ,y.fi .. '•· ., J ' ', ' 

Qua~~~~J:'o M~~a., Cesar:~n~.,Vècéhi~ ê~e. id Somaliiand:· ;:; to 1940:, 'inèiuding 

., ... t~os~,l~~~cté :~~:te~;f~g- tô t~~- l:t~Ùai('Enf:Pùk·, il1' .. Ëas~ Africa~· aeàpite .. the~ràct 
~· that in the Tr~steéship~·A.gre~ment 'the:l:tàliah·~ dbvètrliiièrit·<·as~Üm~d tlie· obiigation 

: ~ ... • ~ ~{· - '. ·., .t ' . ' ~- • . . ~·· ~ ,- ~ ~ ...... . . .. ! • 1 ..:. i . ' \. 

of enacting· new'· edicta·· and lù.ws 'â's soon à.s · it·· c'àîne· into ·power'· -ID.ore ·consistent 
-~' . ' . ..-;· ·.~:. ,~,·--~-.- .~. :::· ': ,,' . ; ~. ·~~ :. /'•"' ~:~- :. ,;,. .· j •.. · .. -:". ... • -~ . ~ i 

. w~~h ~he present needs of the'Territôry~_ · When 'it ia··-e6 t'heir"convenfence·;the 
:.: ·,: ;~ :•-r· .~ .·:"{· '•'·" ;-: /(.,. .. .. -•... ~ ·, : r •• ,.. ~- / ·. ;i .. ' . • . -. • 

. AF!S re-:-issûcs pro.clamatiôiù3 promülgrxteâ"b;f tnè'B'ritish àcdupatiozi autlibrHy 

~&~/ ~~·.- êor1~H ti6ris ~ .. · whÙé ·ail. th~ ':âti tiêh' l~ws 'c'ôrisidereâ. to be ·. tl.gainst" . 

. ~ta~l~~ i~f~r~~~~ ha v~ b~~n· ~up~~esà~d~~~ . , :-~, < ; : :; . ':· ... .. ~ ,, · 
~.~t.·:~~ ~- "~ 'I ,·t~ .. ',t ,. •.••• :-~-;·"' ~- ~ .' :-. • ' •. · .: •• ~ or;• ·. ,..,..• _,,-,·.,.t,. · 1··· • 

1 
.· • ' 

,. ~ ·. . . . .. To. crïu3h'· ariy inorai i'ea.'ctiôn' of: the ·somtùf 'pe:0Ple1' 'the :AFrif ·sêreéns 
~ ' ~ , , ,,,..., :' • ~_1 • t ,-> ."' • •') • A • • , .. • • · . , ' •, ' r • ·, ·, 

... ·.· i tself ·with'. :i ts. "so-~~iled.'. 1'l~w~11 . or 'tl:lê i8:sc'ifèt :. editts m~htfôn:ed "aboVe _.: ' 1 

r· ... ~ -~- < ....... •. ~.· .. :' .- -~ 'tÇ'' • --~ 'Î~._:r· r."'r. ' ·' .. (•. ~- ·:·~: ,:; . >;_,...,; .. ''·. • . 1 1 , • . -~<-: 
. . .' 7) The State MonopolY_ of'·tobaccô anà. matehe's has ·ëveh"·forbid.den the 
~-· ·.~·r·,:·"' -~.,.·_!1 t., '·' , .. ;' .. ·t ,!·~······ -~'.~-· .. ·' . .__ ... · 

.. small 9_uant~ty'former1Y: impôrteci'fj:,e'ely: trgmr:za.Dz'ib.ar ··and: ust:id.-'by thé 'nàt1ves 
. l ·-. ; . .i- . ~ " •••• 1 • .. •• • ~ .. • ~ • • < •• 

as chewing tobacco... The st'ate Monopoly has tàken· bver·· this éh:e~ing· 'tobè:cc·o 

:, ·~~d i
1

~ ~~.} ·s~il.l.~~'it ~t ~ .. ~e~'i'h'igh p'tic~/·· By a recent··âécr·è&- ~-.. 'No.~'l23 of 
19 september·.1951 --.th~··A-Fis···ha·i/·increak~tfth'e•p'tice oi:" s8oa:i:tsold by1 thé: 

:·~ .. ~".~-:,·"~--.~ ... ·~ .(~--~\<:< ~-·-~'· .. ~ :~~~.:i ~'\t'·: ":'' .. '· '1,•' .,.,. '\ -· ... ' ' .10'·· ... 

Monopoly~ that' ·ia·· tà say'all kinà.s of 'cigàretteâ antt matches' mad~ in Italy, 
~ :"',f',.~ ·.-~l ·:, ·~ -~ ::~f.·~-t :; ~ ~ . ,; ....... ··,_:' -~ ' ) r .... · ··.·; ,· ' . ·:· .. 't • •.. :·· •. ' ',·-..• .; '.•... .--, ••• •' •• ~-- r 

which are of a poor quali ty and 'the 'ki nd we' likè "least • ·· ·-The priee• of- matches 
'j•·'-·:.~·. ~--.:·~·;,··~~.·~ ~~·.-.. : l,•l-:~.1 ''" .""• .•• ··; ,r(·'. '. f' ••· _.,,: ,< . • , .• "t- ~- • 

. . ha s' been. increa'sed' by 5o per . c'ent' . whilê fàreign ''tobacèà~~ ·'the'·1mpèirt:: 'of: ·\iliich 
... , •• -~~ .... ~ f_ :·~-.:':_ ~-'~;'<"~·~·: .~--."'·;:,..'·:·~ ~·~·f ... _ .•.• ; ',!, .; .. ·.,., :. ~~·- .; '-. •. , t , . .t "." l ...... .. .. 

is strictly :forbidden, is allnost iinpos·siblé to flnd; althoûgh 'formerly· it>~1as 
;'tt! (· ... ~·,: : ~, .. 1'·"1' f' ~-. '1< •• ·~·-·~. < .•f'· •• ,. '. •' ,, .•·, , ' • 

much cheaper and 'n1ù.ch' moré' i:)opular~· ... ' '• ·f,. •':.··' : ; .·~ ·.' ;::, :1 '':f·;•l' ·~·' 

·';\ :, .~:, : ;;n;.è) ~-ù~ to' ~~~· ~ii~-~ Ê~lts ô~ene<l by tile· hlî'Is. ha\teé· ho't ·sh'own' ·any:··"~ 
~--i-~-::~~:t:- ··."'"-':•r:·-.~·'/ t' ....... ':.v ',•,__ .. , ,";·i-·.,._.-~;- ~:·..-~. ·._,;· .... :~ · .:\}·'r·-~! _· .• .-·(• .. ·.- · ~' 

satisfactory signs ··of be'lping Somali businessmen, even those.···whti' 6\m Iarge· 

. estates in ~Ogê-discio, while the smallei:.e..:Ii.tall.arf farmer:;· trà:desman 'or!..: 'î.~ 
~-~; ~- ~·,.':'·~~:-"'•.:-~- :·'.,~-.~1;·· .. _,,,,;_•· i~ ·.:-·:-\~;., ··~. }''.··:.:, -:. .. r .. ; ;: , /,-. • ),"'·::':"··,, ....... ' • .. i:. •· ,_ 

industrialist gets âny :tina.ricial· help lie ·~:ù3ks for, ho matter· ho'w. great •. 
. • ·~' ...... ,,~ ~ .• v 9)> Whe~ i\ 'c~~ tcî ':Pc~e·r;~·Îhé AFfS requfsiti~nêd'iotir:;bri~k-'büi'l:dings 

t:. ~ ~td :~~{~ ~iia ·i'~~ù'a.~; ~:rr·:t6:hif~· a:~â. .. ~]?l.6yt:les :iiihci ail~ tta.i:fana': .. .fhi·.gener~~;--.: 'i 
·.,'::· . .'.:-~._, -..;~~! .w "'·.·,.,: ~ • .-" · .. f. ':.·. --~;·'<-.· ;··r ',' • •,7', ~-~v· ";:.: ·t<;.~ .· ·•··"_t' ~ ,; 1~·· ... . • ·•· ~ • • • !f -. ~~, '"". , ... - -._.; .. 

. :ev~n 'though ft was 'a:gailist our ''Will anâ. ''théy fi'Xèd' iriaàêqûately' lôw=rént'S•;;c 
:~·-.2 .. ··~· .' ~\ :_·- '-t•:·l' <· :;!_,,'~~1·~ .. ·,·,·:" ,1>·.: .. <~~- .. ~•f'_~\. .:... • .:<~. .'-'<1 ··i J. ' ... ,., • -

.... ~ • - ,, .. ·;~ i- /··--~ ";..~. --~~·~ ~· i.. -~ .. -1 ;~,.~;.-.-$-

/10) Under 
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.. 10) Under the former· B;i tish Administration· Ôrder: and securi ty vrere 

satisfactorily maintained solely by the Somali Police .. Corps:. · No~,· besià.e·s · 

the Somali Police Corps, the AFIS has reinstated· former fascist organizàtions, 

auch as the Guardie di Finanza; Vigiii Urbani and Carabi~ieri (Customs 

Police~· city Police, Military police) which, apart from causing an increase 

of expe!ldi tur.e in our budget, are harniful. for . our people and most of all for 

the tradesmen.. These military 'corps are superfluous and the Terri tory does 

no~ need.them. 

· 11) No widely known tradesman is allowed to pnrticipate in 

Territorial, Mun~cipal, aesidential or .Publ,ic ~ealth Councils~ ·The Somali 

repre?entatives in these councils are all chosen and subsidized (by ·the AFIS) 

to stifle the voice of the .. people. , 

To. sum.up, we ~ind.ourselves.at a.very low ebb and we suffer greatly. 

Instead of improving economically we are not far fr·om the miserable standard 

of living we bad under Fascist. rule, l-Thich lasted from 1924 to 1940 and of 

. wbich the memories make ~s cry:tears of blood~ 

· After 1941 Somaliland. revi ved. · It is a very young tree \-Thich needs 
. . ' 

fatherly care and help, while, to b~ outspolœn, this treè is ~ow shrivellinfj 

because the AFIS .'Waters it ~ve-,:y day with "hydrochloric acid and so~ milk". 
. . 

Unless saved by the justice and daily care of the great.United Nations,· its 

fatal decay and deatb:is undoubtedly assured. 

From every point of view we still need United Nations care and. 

guidance . if this great and supreme Organization still caies for Somaliland' s , . .. ' ' 

welfare. 
Witb the most sincere and deepest gratitude, please.accept our 

. ' .. · . ·' 

devoted homage.; 

* Sceri~ Akil.Abubaker 

* Mohamud Hassan 

* Hassan Barre 

* Omar Hassan 

.~ Scek Abd ulla 'Mobamed ... 

* Abmed Scek Ali 

THE COI•llv1ITTEE: 
Ali Mohamed known as "AfUene" 

* Hagi Osman Adan 

Mohamed .ossoble 

* Abdi H~gi Hussen 

*osman AhmedRoble 
' . ' 

* Hagi Hasci Abmed 

* osman Scek Oman kriown' as "Taliri" 

* Hagi Mobamud Abdulla 

* Hagi Abmed Barre ( signed in Arabie) 

Hagi ·Abo Imanchio 

* Those starred signed document personally 
/rrn  

------------------------------------------------~--  
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.. . · -.· To His .. Excellency .t.ne Amhassador• .Giocranni·/ Forna.r:l 
' ' ' " .• ',.-- . ,., . -.'. . . . . ,. . 

. Admini str.ator of .. $omaliland ... ' . . ..,.. . . . ' . ·'• __ ,.) ",_.:. 
. :·' ,•, 

:_·_-l!lnd_ to: ~Terrii;.orial.Counci;l,;,/.· .. ' -•, .. ,·,· 

··: .·· :Consu~tat}ve. Counci,l of.. the Un~ t~d ~at~ons :. 

' -~ . ' .. _ ... , .... , · Moga(].i'scio· .... 
' ''. /: ' .-- ,. ' ' f' ;"-" .· 

. ~~. 
>, .. ~~ , : ! ','~ - ~- '

0 ;1 ~ ,> :! j" :· ' ( •: •' 
0 

M 

We 1 t_be undersigned members of' the Commi ttee of Somali' tradesmeri 
~--,-~ -·. ·~_"; __ :..:-'. ~: . . • -~';. ~- '• • ·-. • ': ' • ... '::· .. :;''.. • ' 1 ='. -~~- .,_-· .' ; 

for the "Makaie" and grocery shops in Mogadiscio, wi th e,ll the· respeèt due 
,. t . 1 • 

to Y our Excc;I.lency 1 state the following in the general interest 'or oUr people: 

. . 1) . L~t~fy: .. conune;cë f~ su~~ 
1 

. t~e. m~-~t n~~~ssary f~~dstuff for the 

_ n~ti y es 1 bas beco~e- mor:~ and ~~r~. dlfficul t ~ dete;iorat:i~g from. e~~ry p~:i.nt of 

vie~.'. This f~ ~he obvto~s co~s.eqt~.Èmce .of ~he m~nopoly now c~~t~oiled by the 

SAIS. This Italian company practises any aild_. èvery p~ssible syste~ 'to obtaih 

'·· . ·. , .illici t _be·n~fi ts .. w~thou( an; cons_idepa;tio~ .-.~6; t~e int~~est à.nd the eve~tual 
• .... 

harm to the natives; 
• '\ • • •• • -4 ·' 

2) The present system, useèi'by .thé SAIS for distribution of sugar, 
~ • • .. ·' • ~'. • j ' • • • ' • .'. ; • • • : ' ·'. • • :· • ~ • 

is .. no~ based upon any· principle of fairness 1 pi ty 1 or bumani ty. In effect, 
. . . . . '. . ' ' . / ) . l . : . ;. . . . .· . 

ro.cial and other discrimination is widely practised~ Seme E'uro:peans get all 
1 :.~... • •• ;~ ' • • • ;. • • • ' • • • • • • ,. ' • ' î . .. ' . • • . . . ' ;' .. 

. . the_ white . sugar tlley want daily ~- Moreover 1 'the SA!S grant à the largest · 

' po~si~le' Q.1lO.ntit~ or'-~ugar ,to~its '·s-~mali whoi~~aiers;" ev~n 'if they do nbt 

pos~ess the prescribed lice~c~ f6r trad~. . .. The~e . wholesalers, weil know±i: as 

s~;Lfish specula.torsJ sell th~' s~gar in 'th~- ~i~c~ ma~ket .for''ext~emelyhigh 
,, pr~~~s ... No. on~·.·c~n deny. the existence· of ·~lawful i~t~rests· 'behind the present 

. s~~t~m· of df~trib~~ion a~d sal~ of sugar. .. . · · · .. 

... _. .. ·. :-'_3). E~en more grave is the fact that, while it is impossible to find 
'· ·. . ' :. ' ' . ·.· .. :' ., .; ·' . .. .. .. '' . ' . " 

any sugar on the market,· the ·SAIS belps some fellovrs who. are ·not "reco:rnmended 

or licensed saiesmen and -vrho are able to obtain large quantities 'of sugar, 

which they ~eiion.th~·l'llack market for a priee nevë~' Ùss thari·s;2,34o p~r 
sack, while the re;il~: pri.~e is :S/l7l.l5; 

4) In c.onsequ~~ce, to obtnin one quintal of sugar th~ owners of 

the "Makaie" and oth~r gr~ce~ies i~ Z.1ogadiscio are obliged to go to .. thé SAIS 

offices every mo~.i~~- fo~ m~rë th~ a .mon th, remainirig thère' under the' hot 

SUfl, for -hours_. ~:m . end. 
•' .. ,; .. '' 

... 
. ' .. :- . /5) With 

. ..: ; " . ~ .· ' ' ~ . · ... 
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•< . , •• : 5) ;with; 'the ''fulf ··appro:,J~r ::i;i thë' ''orf'id~s 'd6~trolJ.i~g sugar 

distribùtion, the sA.IS ai16~ei the cirstl:'ilmt:ttirï at 'brown sugar ourY. "ta the' 

. ' nati'vè·s •.. , Înâke'à.~ s~1ne '~)~n:~iillowif ltaÙans àmong i the se' offitia:iè. ~heri · asked 
.~~·. -...··~. • -· /'• ... .r • ·' 

.. why such . imfair and' regret tab'le. treatzileztt ,• sh'èniid be maiiitained' "b:ns1·i~red:! . 
, fr· ., ... . ··: " ,, , "'. .··· ' ' ' >.· . . .·. . . ' •' ' . . . , . 

You are bro-.m end as such you shall get b:t<own sugar 1 the bthers (the Italians) 

··ar6 ·white .and so shalÏ'.gét. ~hi t~ .· suga1/." Let ·us . ask \.,hére ~ré 'the ·. liùman ~ights 

and the equalit! of democracy? We have been wounded by all types of injury, 

... And. on thiS qÛés·Ùon, we ·.r·e~itid Your Ex~elienèy that 'in se·v~ràl circumstances 

. br~wn sugai-' h~s be'en found darig.erous for the lie al th. ' ' ' ' 

' 6): 'Besides being a.' ~hoiesalè company; the' SAIS 'lias;·also practised 

retail trade which should have been rese;rved for the n~tives, by o:P~n,ing .: 

sped:al stores fo; the retail . saie of sugar; . ·' ,' ' . ' 

' ' .. 7) :'oUi- brothers ··com~· from. the interior.of.the Territory with ·regular 

:' pfu.clias~. iic~n·c~s· grâhtcêi. by · t~eir: âuthori ties, but 'after · a· painful sojourn 

. ;~f se~~:iâ1 iveek~ iri 'Mogaais·cio 'they 'are not able to·.'àbt'~in more 'than five 

, ;· . , pèr :beÏlt ;r 'the q_'l;anti.ty autho'r:Ùcid by théi~ district.·officiiÙs ;· ~htici the 

of:ficials of the SAIS re tain the ir. licences 1 making i t look as if., the' who le 
-, ~ ,"' -; . '. : . ' . . . - : ,. . ... 
quantity they were entitled·to had beert given out'~. 'Where "d'ces the difference 

. ·' 

', '·'' èj The wholèsal~ priee· bf. locally· prodÜéed sugar 1 :fixed by·'the SAIS 1 

i~ .excessive. , Â. quintal ot sugar cè.sts S/17Ll5:while in nèighbouring Kenya 

its p;lce :i~ ·s/'rb.oo~ ~-le. a.re told ·t:hat sugar cannat be 'importe~ becà.usé the 

SAIS have obtained monopoly rights on sugar granted by the authoritiès :in 

Rome, forwhich they pay the.AFIS a.t~ ot·sjl45~00 p~r quintal. This means 

tri~t n~'cénsidét~tidn is given to the interests of the population of the 

Territory or the. damage which théy subseqÜently suffer. It would be fairer 

to consider the interests of the n~tivès,''by fi~aing'some systèm-~hich'could 
function in the combined intere~ts of .both the Itâl:i:Eins ,·and our:·pèoplej '' 

9) It has been brought to our knoyrledge that the SAIS-bas taken 

upon i tself the obligation of ptoduci~g all the sugar hèbessarj to .meet' 'the 

total· needs of the population in~·the··:rerritory, in brder·:to àvoid·free: trade 
. r. • ..... ·· , ·.. ..· .. 

in this product. Nevertheless· we -·liavê· ascertained thât this''coinpany cis ·' 

completely unable to meet our need of sugar; 
... ~ . ! -~·- .~ ~ ,: • ·, ':. 
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lo)' During thé-~ritish'A'dminfstrat:ton•:.;;,. a'period of- full-scale 
~ • •• • > ' J . . ,· • • . ·., .'. ', . • . • ' . ~ • -~ ' . • : • • 

waf · a.rid la ter" of mili tary occupation-·.;...; we never-- had ~uch confusiort. _or· so· 

ni~ difri~ul~i~s over sug~r-~s we d~ n9w; eve~Y;tbing was ~éll 'and int_~~ligentl~ 
organized';. all 'sh~pâ' ~ere classifi,eq.' ~n ~~io~s; èate'gorie's",:'· _on- the' ·basis ;'of a 

. } • "( ·. ' ' . . !_ " • . : ~ 1: .. ' . : . :. ··,. . . ; -·· . . . ; . . \· . ;, ·~ . • '' . - ' "; . ·. . . ; .· :. 0. / • 

·_·fait principlè: of distribution, ·by whtch we were. able to obtain large quaritities 

· . ·br· sugart;· keep in.·stor~se; which 'ie.ter~ was soid. in~~dciiti~~ to. the susar . 
-, ,.: ' .j • • ' ' ' • • ' ·~ " • : ; '. ' • ••• .' • • - • 

. ration.' . ''· 

11) . It is our duty''to-- state that ·we· ~ave, dontinuousli_ informed the 

Office of Industry, Internàl Trade a.ùd Work,• aiidprotestedabout the s:i:t1,1ation, 

· · aiwàys rêquesting; seme· ;emedy •. · · .. _B~t, :unf~rtunate) .. y :we h~ve 'obt_àined no 
~ ' • • • • ' • 1 ' • ' • 

sat~sfactory resulta~ · · _;• · ~ • ' 1 

Y our Excellen.cy: . The · above-mentioned.- facts ·whi~h we take the liberty 
. ' ' '• . .- ~ . . ' ' . ' ~ 

of placing before Y our ·Exciellency · trù1y ·rèpresént :. the present situation,. wi th 
' . ' / . ' - ' ... 

·. neÙher 'é~aggèrà:tions. nor .lies •. · Accordi~gly 1 vfe'. ·beseech' Y our: Excellen~y to 

be good. ériou~~. to rrciteêt> thé: ~ati ves,. once. and tor all,, in· ac·~~rdance ~Ù;h · · · and -· ·· - - , . . . . . ..· 
democratie j~stice; jto· ~afeguafd: the:i.r intérests ag~inst th~ yoke of.·the·BAIS 
' -· . . ; .. . . 

. menopoly • .' :_ ' .. ' .. . ' 
' \, •• C• 1 

We beg Your Excellericy a~thoritati~e-ly and fairly to examine .. t:be 
j . • ' • ' . • •• 

p~ssibili ty ~f de~reeing1 as ~ first mea.Sure 1 the COlUplete freedom of· t~e 
.. · sugà.r trade in· Soinalilàrid~ permi tting the i~~rt- fro~ ~bread of. what~ver. · 

_; . - ~ . . . . 

quanti ty is: ne~ded. · We also ·beg Y our. Ex~elleri~y · to adopt' whatso~ver measures 
. '. ' . ' . : . . . . \ :,-,: ' . 

. ·Y our. ~xce~lency. may deem wise ·in order to ~ectify the, si t~tio~- we. have. 

dE7~crib~d. · :. · · .. -~ 
. . . 

With tli€! most profound respect, 

. ; ~. 
' THE COMMITTEE: 

· _1) Ali Mohamed, known as. ·"A.tuen"· ( signed)'- ·· 
l. . - .. . . ,. 

. · Mogadiscio, ... 22 M~~-~p' lsl51 
- . . ~ .· . 

: 1 -~ ' 

.· .. 

2) Mohanièd Far ah Hassan· . ~-; . . ' : ·-
. ( signed). ·: :_· · 

~') ~ed scek A+i 
_•: :~) . $ayd:i Herzi. Nur 

· ~-- 5) ~~~~i scék Ab~de.k~r 
6) Osl!lan· Àhined R.<>ble ·' 

. 7) Abbas Farah Hussen 

8) .Mohamed'l:ssa Ali 
~ .. • ~ ' ' f \( -

9) Mohamed Uehlie.Barre 

·'·-fsigned). 

(·si~e'd) 
. . . . '· . 

(signed) 

(signed) 

10) · Abda1la Abdu:raman, known as 
Ci dea ( signed) 

11) Mohamed Omar Mohamed . ( signed) 

'· . 

. .... : .. -; . 

• '•' 

'1 

1 

1 

1 
f 
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. ·A.F.i.s~ 
OFFICE OF UiDUSTRY, INTER! OR: TRADE •· AND WORK 

Prot. N. 378005 

Subject: Sugar trade 
Mogadiscio, 10 April 1951. 

To: Mr. Ali Mohamèd, othèrwise lillown as Afuenne, representative of the 

Commi ttee owners of "Makaie 11 and food shops. 

Mogadiscio 
Reference is made to your statement of 22 March. 

The results of a careful inquiry into the difficùlties described 

in your petition are the following:· 

1) · The difficulties pertaining to the distribution of sugar have 

indeed increased. The cause of this must be found in the exceptional increase 

of consùmption. The average sale per month is now more than double the 

quantity distributed according to thé rationing scheme introduced by the 

former Administration. 

2) 'wo monopolies of any kind and in faveur of.anybody exist. 

Durin~ the second half of 1950, several companies imported about· 10,000 

quintals of sugar _fr.om abz:oad and three different companies are at present 

importing more than 30,000 quintals of sùgar • 

. 3). Thè Administration has b~en concerned for some·time with the 
i 

distribution of sugar and tbe problem of eliminating the troubles you complain 

of. To this .end it. has detached t-v1o sergeants of the Custom and Duties Corps 

for duty at the SAIS;as far as is known, they execute their duty with perfect 

alacrity, fairness and courtesy, in spite of the frequently aggressive and 

menacing behaviour of the tradesmen. 

Moreover, it has been possible to ascertain that the personnel of 

the distribution branch have never addressed any kind of abusive language to 

anybody. 

4) Distribution is carried out according to principles of absolute 

impartiality laid down by this Administration. Last month, in comparison 

with 5,477 quintals of sugar distributed to the native tradesmen, only 221 

quintals were granted to the ·managers of Italian shops and bars, vmich 
/moreover are 
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moreover are patronized by na~~v:~: ,customers 1 and 159 quinta1s vrere granted 

to the factoi-ies ma.king syrup~ ap.dca.ndies for the a.lmost exclusive use of 
) . . ~ 

the natives. 

5) The yel1ovr augar (SIC) at present on sale is perfectly e_dible 

·. anQ. noi-r ;epresents a very small part of our _production,- 'Hhereas ,formerly the 
·, i' •• 

proportion of the yellow sugar was often eightyper-cent.of the total 
' . ~ . " . . .. . ' . . . ~ 

production. . ..... . ' 
6} Tradesmen coming from the interior have to wait a long time to 

•\:.' 

be served be cause of the:i.r exhorbi tant demande, .,,hi. ch in some instances reach 
0 • • ' • •' ~ • • 

ten times the normal requests. Some difficu1 ti es have been eliminated by 
' --. ~ ' '· ' . 

c~ntra1izing the issue of residents' warrants in theOffice.pf Industry, 
- , ' 

Interior Trade and Work. 

7) The sale priee o:f __ sugar has been fixed by the Priee Contr()l 

Committee on the basis of a rigorous·ana.lysis of production costs. . ~ . . . . ·:.. . . 
1 • • -

It shoula. be pointed out that the present priee asked Ç>y,the SAIS 
. . . ' 

(S/115.00 per quintal) is considerably che~per than the priees in the 

neigpbouring markets of Aden and Djibouti, where a quintal FpB costa about 
sj15o:oo~ . . . -

' .. \ 
•• 1. 

8) The SAIS has nQ ether organization for who1es~le.distribution 

except the SCIS, vrhich is the. Commercial Bra.nch of the SAIS ... 
. ~ ) ' . 

There is no evidence that the SCIS ha~.an~ retail branches. 

(Signed}'. G. Fornari ·'·-··- · 

: Admini strator 




