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PETITION FROM 2-ffi • MA.IIAMED NUR MAHAMED CONCERNING . 
SOM.4.LILAND UNDER ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION 

- . . -
In . acoordanee with rule 85. and supplementary 

rules F and L of the rules of proced.ure · for the Trusteeship Council, the -· 
. ; . . . 

Secretary-General has . the honour to tranemi t t; the members of the Trusteeshi'p 

Council, to the Gove~ent of Italy as .tho Administering Authority of the . · 
. . . . . . :- : . ·. . . . / . . . . 

Trust Territory of Somaliland, and to the Governments of -Colombia, Egypt, and ( 
. . - ' ' . ' ' ' 

the Philippines as members of the Advisory Council for the Trust Territory of 
' \ . . 

Somaliland, a communication· dated 16 February 1952 from Mr •. Mahamed Nur Mahamed . 

concerning· the. T~ust Terri~~~ of Somaliland under It~lian ~dminis~r~tlon,: .· . . 

- ' This· communication was trensmttted to tho Spcrotary-General b~- the U~tteci-
·. ' ·. . . - · . . 

administration •. · · 
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·· To: . T!te Se.oretariat of the United NationS~. Advisory Council, 
· ··· ·. Mogadiaoio. ,; . ,. · - , 

·. ·. ' .·.· 
·. Copy to.: The 'SYL Head Office:, Mogadisci_o 

. - ·';I. · .. ~ . 

' ~ ( 

· _ · Subject: Protest against unJ.aWful imprisonment by order of the 
C olDDlissario of the .: Lower · Juba · ProVince. ; ~ .' ... . 

· .-_. ... ' 

,I 

'. ·_ I, :the undersigned Mahamed Nur :Ma.hMlad; Of somB.li nat10l;lality', at_ p~sent 
residing at _Mogadisoio in the· Scuraran. quarter, h~rewi~h . a~bmit the follo'wi~ 

. · . statement to the Ad:vis~ry · Countll f~r .1 t'a Information and :f'o; the pticy~se of .· 

' protestin~ against ~hat nappened tb' me;' recently; - a~ ltisma..-ru • . - ·. <.· ~- - · . . 

., In this statement I sluil.l try to explain ~ 1nteresttng f~cte_ ~~ wh~ch 
-· the Secretariat. had better be iriformed; by doing· th1m; I do not clailn. any praise 

. tor wh8.t I:·· shtili objecti_vely relate hereunder •. . ' - . -

~Y fellow-students had asked me. to speak to the Economic ConmJ1flaion touring . 

Som8J.Uand and due to Yiait E:iamayu on .23 -September 19511 a}?out the problem of 
\ .. ' . ' . . ' . . . . . ' . . ' . . . 

· · ~chools .in genei'al _and the local school in particular; so I did1 and on that 

· _occasion I mentioned the fact that all the school e~uipmant had been ·collected 

... ·. at random just two' daya before the Commission's. arrival . and that the school- · 

· tealfther himself had _been put inbo of:fic·e .. only .thre~ days_ earlier, ~hlie imtil 

. then the locai priest had acted as . teach~r~ · _ Aitho~gh I was speaking the truth 
' -- . 

·I knew I · was rutming th~ risk of being imprisoned 1 nevertteless, because I had 

· been ' entruste_d with that ~sk by m;r ' reilow-stuq.emte~ I stat~d the. fact~ as they 
- ' . . - ~ . . ' .. . 

-. were. 
' . . ' . ~ ... .. ' 

On 25. September.'· ! was asain aakeQ.])y .the notables of the ~ge and by 

the pol1 tic~ parties . tci relate . those f~ta also .~ ta :the -second Tfust6eQhip , 

Commission that had -arrived on. that dey ~ · Al~hough ~e had mention~d all fa\llts-
- . .. ' . . . ' . ' 

~f ,the Administration as well as its' merfta 1 Md _a.8a1n oocailse I IW:a been _asked 

~ to tl:'analate these facta' by ~he 'political paJ:Wtie~ arid. by the . ei~era·; 'r dld not ' 
' . ,_ . ·., . . · . ,. "? ~t·.~ - . · . . ··:·; ... . · · ·,·: .. '-~ - . .._i 

' ' . ~ : . . ,. . 

' .··, < " · I . , ,: ; ' ' · . ~;:-.. : .· 

· :1 ·. . • · - <, · ' ' _ _ ' ... : .. ,_ . .. _: ' /om.4'!J - ~cything 
·.·:. · ·~· · ~-- :·~~ --~ -~.::__--~---~: .. ~~ -~~~~~-----~ ' .f . < 
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·omit ~nythiP8 .. Personal, I poirit.ec. out to the President of the Commission the 

fact that the : R~sldcni: liad.< ~dlnitied.:\;;io:; ~h~' ::;6bm:_;¥heh·e· wa-r ~et/e ' bei-r~.8 ' 1nt~'!·viewed · 
. . .. : ·. : . .. . . . . " , ,. . . .. . .. ' 

some ~en, .. Pa.id by, the. A:J.mtn~stret. ion~ in 6~~r' that lilci~~ could/ 'at' ·a '1ate1~ · <iat6~ '· 
' • : ' ~ . ' .. . ; . . ' ·: • ' . ···, . "' ": '. . ! •.• ' ;. . ~ .. : ' . . ~ ,. 

inform the authorities. of a~r· ·:we ha& said. td t,he ·C'omfasi on. \ ~ "''' .· . . . .. J. ,' . ... 

The Presid~nt., bein~; · tt~~ ·~t~o:rnl~'a ;r th& ::Pres~t.de 'ii{ t:he ::room :-o'r ts.trangera 

and i3eeir::g that th~ oth~;~ ~e~ d:·i~ cot ~fant 'to: · U:tt~r · a' ·w;rd·~ ·tbok'lt upon himself' 

to free . thf3' room bf the pers~na ; wh~/had. imk~ed in·· on behaif . o:f'. tho = ·~: < . .. . ··:, . . . . . . 

Ad.miniGt~ation • .; After r.8.ving exPlained, according ··to ··our wish, all problems _; 

CO:J.c:orning the village' I said I felt sure that as soon· as the Commission had. 

left," I would be impriso~~d· by the Conmission ·had left, I would be imprisoned' 
' • •. I• ' " 

by the . Adminis'tratiot). for the follcn-;ring reaacr..s: . 

l. For ha~ir..g reported to the Econorilic Commission· on 23· September and for 

havi~g qu~rl •:Jll0d on the following evening with tho n~w· school-teacher, who on 
. . . . . . .. I 

that occasion'• b~d provoked· UB by insulting ' the. Soilll:l.li people ·:1n a public meeting, . 
. ' I I • ' • ,o, • ' ' • ' • 

for whic'll riar:or.. the . quarrel r..ad a cer-tain sequence well. known· to p,ll ~t-ud.ents . . 

ani to th~ population; of vrh~ch I shall fJJ;Je::::lt on a later occasion.- . 
. . . ' 

2. For ha.ting . driven the paid. men out of the room where 'ViG were being 

intervi~wed. byo. _the Gon::mist:i~n . and for having spoke~ in d.etail .about ~verythi!lfi 
concerni~ the ~clh~r.ence ~~ the TrustEJeshil_) ].greement by the Italian · 

M-ministration~ 
• t. 

The President as.k;ed 

, or on the mo;r-n.ing of their c:.~~rmrtu.'re. I answered t:h~t· I thought I would be 

~pri£pned upon .. their cle·9a~tu1~e ~ram Kis~yu a:1d that . ~r~~ ~xa~tly what happened. 
. .. .. . - . . .. .. ' 

~Qt ~ven 12 hours after the ,conferonce haci taken playe' i.o. on the mornin£r. 

of 'the 26th, whtJ.6 the _Commission >ia~ proceai~e to ' d~b~~ to' fake 'the - ~ircJ;'aft, 
• ' ~ ' I ' ' • • ' 

I vras escorted by ~rmod -policemontvrho arrogantly . orde~ed . me to folloW thetri and. 
·,·. 

iu:mediately: put mo lnto :prison. . . 

. r : \v-~e,· l~ft . in ~rison ro~-; 6~ d.ays ~ vritf:~ut" oeine b~ought: to. t~ial, - and not_ 
• : t ' ._ . •• ¥~ •• ; ._' - · , · . :·I · . . : _ _- , • ~ ·.· .. . ·., . · ! . . ~ · ··,: ~ · . , , · , .,.. ., , • :. . . , • • · • • ~"·I .,·~·· 

!Mowing even the charge. o:f · ~rhich I ·waa accused, Not ed.fficing the· flict that I' 

had -bee~. :put - t~~t~ ·trison, · F~~s ·aiso· to.t:ntr:f0r ··sr.3ciuf t:t.;eu.tfn.~nt,be'ins closely, · 

~at~h~d.- th~ough ;,:co~~r61' 'dheoks · ~v~r!J t'en 'mi;,~tos ; ~ ::'::'":·· '1io5::.~,;6tricti;Y' f"~r"b"idd.~~{ 

/After 66 .days 1 
, . 

. ........ :.~:-: 
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After 66 d.ayt:1·, to m::: great ·consternatfon, I was brought before a fictitious 

tribunal, presided. by a, chancery official. The official defence was carried 

out by personnel of the Administration and tJ:1e jury c.onsisted of Italians; 

,moreover;,, several Italian~ from o~tside bad appeared in the court and. 
. , . 

continuously \vent to whisper into the earn of the President what they thought 
, -

!Bfme and wb~t they vi1shet1. ! should .be sentenced. The trial last less .than f~ve 

minu~es, after which I was again sent back to prison and the ne~t day i.e, on 

29 November 1951 I was sentenced -Go four mon\.,hs imprisonment. As the judgo had. 

not wanted to prolong the trial a:c.d had' taken sit'i.es with the jury, they had. all 

been in agreement as to the sentence before 1 t · was pronounced. Hhen I said I 

liked. to kLlOW the charge I had been sentenced for and WLO was the adverse party, 

not having be.en able to discover. ~TlY presumable oppontnt in the room, the judge 

reacted violently and in -public oroered'_me to shut up, explaining to me that ·in 

court it is n.ct. for the accused person' to ·lay down the rules that equally apply 

to everyone. :r:"e judge uit:so said in· public that I was an atheis-t not bel1v1ng 

in God or any ct~Jtomary rules (as to my relig1DI1, I· am a. Moslem and I think I had 

better point out that it r~S not th~ Judge:s Job to offend my religion); only 

because I continued to insist I wa.s ,·after the debate had b.een closed, faced 

with rn:-:1 opponent who tu:t'r.ed out to be the school~+oacher. I cannot -say how 

surprised I was, considering ~ho offence and provocation I had suffered in the 

quarrel of 24 November, -~~ ~}'>_;; c-1 ·'., of \-Thich the comp]_ainant had kicked me in the 

chest; yet I then had j~t'l!::i.. so CJtu~Jid as not tci protest pe.rsonally against his 

haYing offenced the atudey:_~s. as a. whole ·and particularly the Somali population~ 

I had, instead, taken it easy, because I had a very high regard for his position. 

as a teacher and. also because I had not wanted to create chaos amongst the 

s.tuden,ta for this · inc id.ent. · · 

I even admit that q_uar:,~els a.nfl fights rr.ay happen amongst men but never 

WaS ~mch an impuder~ce reacr.ed aS to create a cimilar tragedy 1 Which ShOvTS that . 

for the Italian A~~inistration all means are good enough for frightening and 

subjugating -the S6m.s.li p'opulation and, r:1rticu:..arly, the followers of the Somali 

Youth League. 

I feel t~t when I vro.s sent8nced .I.l::?,-:1. th:: r:.i~L.t to now who rr;~ opponent 

was 1 but I ne-ver thought that .tLe· ~Judge hiL;.self ·C-ould. have the taks of defending 

him. When, eventually, I was sentenced to_four'months ietentlon, I was ushered 

iiP. by 
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in by the ·'Police N ,C .o. and after a few worcls I was handed a paper of compulsory 

deportation, ·bearing serial number. 39.1 though noboC:.y had asked me about rn::1 place 

of residence J profession and -place of birth. 

Hhim I pointed :out I; was born in Kismayu:, the police N .c ,.6. answered. that 

I had ·to leave' the village i~ediately;. no~ satisfie?-. with what I, had heard.· ·rrom 

the -police N,c,.o., I·went·to.the Gorr.missario, Dr,-Wagner, to whom I explained: 

my position; tte iatter, instead of' ·giving me an ansvrer as is customary. between 

gentlemen, used 9;ngry language, little suitable for persons possessed of' a public. 
- ' ' ·, 

spirit; he _even made me. understand that the Italian Administration coul('t not. care 

les1:1 for theAdvisory Council.and..the United Nations Institutions having every 

right even to , apply_ :i:njusticea · agai::st the population of this Territory. 

I did not fail to point out to the. Coron.issario that the declaration written 

on the deportition_papar had not been mad~ by myself but had been filled in by . ' ' ' 

the Police and. that I had stated. in court that I was }Jorn• at Kismayu and not at 

Galkayu. Tl:e (::,::mussario replied in an elusive rr.anner ·a:M said that rn::1 departure 

was compulsory an~ that a prorogation to enable. me to gather rr~ belongings could 

not "b~ grantecl; ' immediately after hav-ing ieft the office of the Commissario,. I 

was called by tl:e Police and informed that only 7 days had· be!'m granted which 

they said would be sufficient for l!l.e, although I. had explained that I had 

important perso.nal affairs_ to settle in Af!n.aC..u as yrell as at V.argheri ta and 

Gelib. All my -expla~atio~s 'ftrC"- .) ln vain and the So:r.:ali Inspector was. instructed 

ttat, should I .still bettn elK village after the 7 days had elapsed., I was 

ircrnediately to be re~arrested; these orders_ n~t being sufficient, I was also 

followed. by plain-clothes police~en who frighted·me in the streets and. also 
- '\ -· .. 

indoors. vlhen ori.ly 5 days hafl passed, I was again called. by .the Police and 
. . . . 

ordered to ~ake a seat in a lo~. that was about. to leave. As this loot period 

after ~Y release from nrison had been a 6ontinuous torture,and I could no longer 
~ . . . 

feel at peace, in my own :tousa owing t-o the co:..it.1:nuous police e·e~lt'Chf;ls and also 

because I wanted to enjoy so:m.e freedom, I decided that it was best to leave my . 

home village • · 

Finally I beg the Secre~ariat to f:lnquir0 t:.o:-o11£:~;ly into the facts I have 

9x:plained, ta.kirig well into. consideration t::::. S9T..3') o:" im~_;crtlality with which I 

have abstained from any persop,al judgment and not to forget the moral and material 
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hartri I. h~v~ .·s~ffered oeca'use · 1 £' 'is' i~~6~8 i"b.te t~· al>eak the :'truth -1n front of ii · 
. ' .. ' . 'f ,._:_' ':· '_ ' ' ' . :. ·. ~ '·. ) ... . . :· ,.-: ,· .Jo"'.... • . ' ·_· -;- . • • • .. . - •• • • , • " .• ·,' •• ' ••. - •' -·· '• • ~.. . ' _-:. . • ":_. 

Mission of Enquiry, in this Territory und.er·ltalian Ad.:m.inistration; . ··- · 

I~ add that I ret8:in the right 'to·6Ya:tm the privileges of a<rree 6ttizen .. 
-~ ,'•, 1 :-·"'.·····, O' • ., O ', ·, O o 0 , ~ '". ' ·: / -,:.·, •'' ,' O 00 ~:J. O 000 '' ' ' .'M:,,-~. ·; 

. in .8; free '-rorld, and ·r 'hqpe that the SeC':retar1at rray interfere_ for ·the continuous 

g~i~vances t'o ·~-rhioh :llariy S::nnalls·.:~re; e.ipoaed' and wifr. be :~pdtJ:ed. . 

. I 0.lso add. tt~t I e.in pr~pa:r~d, to. give· verballY 'any further explanations . 

which t11E--J Secretariat sho~ld ~require, at any time.· ,. ·'~· 
. . - . ·. . . ' • !~ . . " " ----

'' 
·Thanking you s i!lce.rf3ly, • •-• · 

. " .. 

.(si~ed)·. illegible .• · 
' .. ,, 

'•\ '·,,. ..r ·. 
" { 

ReceiVE)d by thO' Uni.~ed Na.tiono .A:dv:isoty C_ouncil1n .MogaO:-iscio on 28 Jfebruary1952 • 
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