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. Note bY the. Secretary-Geheral: In acc'o~dance ~ith r ·,D_e . 85 and ·auppl~~~nt~;y 
rules F and L of the rules of procedm·e·· tor the· ~~t~eshipco~oil~ - th~_;, c : . . 
Secreta:r-y-General has . the honour to transmit to· the members of. -;~~ • :":. ·: ;_ 

the Tro~teeship Council, to th8 Government ·of Italy as the Administering ': 

· Authority of_ the Trust Territory of Somalilandt and to :the -Governments· of · 

Co:t.omoia; ·Egypt, and .. the. Phil:Ippines as members .of the · Adviso:r.y · Cotmcil-~ for the 

Trust; ']!erri;tory of Somaliland, a comfuuni~ticn dated 9 June i952 · from ·Mr,. ·-Iarane 

.Il,.ahad Q-uda'i :.a.nd others concerning the Trust Territory of Somainand under : -

Italian _'a.d;r:ni:nietra tion. 
, , · ,.. 

This 'commuriication Wa.a· '~ranemitted to the':seeretary-General by the United Nations 

Adviso~y CoU!l~Il for ' th~ T~st Territory of S~maliland unde; I~lian ~dmi~i-~traticr 
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/To: His Excellenc: · 
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Translated from Italian 

To: His Excellency Minister Canino, - --

- Acting Administrator of" S6ma.lilarid, l~ogadiscio~ 

-To: His Excellency :the Chairman of ·the ·United 

Nations Advisory C-ounci~,_ J~ogadisc~_()• __ 

The undersigned in their name and as representatives of the inhabitants of 

the villages, of Bul~. Ibreno, Degai _ Bere · ahd Farhane have the honour to bring to 

the notice qf Your Excellency the :folloviing:-
. \ . ' . . - · : ' 

After the communication aidressed to His Excellency the Administrator of 

Somaliland on 9 February 1951, copy of which :is attached; in which a !!trong . .. . ' 

protest was mad_e against the abusive and ·arbitrary occupe.t:ion of 3o() hectares of 
. ' ' 

land- (50 of which are now illegally: posses~ed) l:_>elonging to the inhabitants of 

the above-mentione·d- villages on the pa;;.f/ of an Italian named Angeieri! on -4 June, 

to their amazement, the l,lndersigned, ' in their name and as representatives of the 

inhabitants of the above-mentioned villages; were called by the Residenta c~ 

Merca who informed _them that the Administration ha9. decided to give Angeleri, in 
' ' 

exchange for his old concession, which could not _ be irrigated - since water could 

not be made t ·o rise to it - , a piece of land consisting of 300 hectares m·med by 

the inhabitants of Bulo Ibreno, Degai Bere and Farhane. In addition the Residentr 

. insisted on the complete evacuation of the land by the legitimate proprietors in 
· .. 

favour of Angeleri; in addition the owners of the land of the above-mentioned 

villages have been asked to pay rent to the usurper Angeler:I. ·as )f tli.B land 
belonged ' to him • . The Residente of Merca ·stated th&t what he had said was just a 
notice, since an ordinance on the suhject was on the point or" being issued. 

On the basis of what lmr can the Residente demand the alienation of our . ' 

legitimate property? What right can the Administration and its 'representative 

{the Resigente} have to give oi.lr pro:perty tC? _Angeleri? The attitude of the 

Residente of Merca in the name of the Trusteeship Administration is contrary to 

all democratic laws for the protection of the property of others and an open 

violation of Article 14 of the Trusteeship Agr~ement for this Territory. 
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Angeleri pretends to have obtained the concession for this land from the 
former Fascist Government of Somaliland; this has no real foundation since in 

that case he would be able to ~how documents and _the degree of concession of the . . . . 

land in question. In addition, if this were true, the Italian Fascist 

Government would have lost no time in sending us army from the land in .qnestior: •. ·· 
' ' \ . 

But since no decree w~s published in the Somaliland Gazette and there was no 

transcription of the concession durinS the time of the . former gove~ent of 

Somaliland, all the pretentions of Angeleri are logically unjustified. 
. . . . . 

Since., as we ~ve said, t,he eo-called rights of Angeleri on the land in 
' ' 

question are not proved in any -..ray ~hatsoever and since we· do not believe that . 

the expropriation of the land in favour of others is right; we 'request Your" · . 
. . . . . 

Excellency that the Administration take a;l.l necessary measures to r.ave Mr. 

Angeleri ev~ouate the. 5o hectares of land.that legally belong to the inhabitants 

of the abo~e-mentioned v!llagee whfch we repre~ent, and that all claims of 1 

. . . . ' . . 
Angeleri :to the c:>ther 250 hectares be considered without any real merit. . . . . . . . 

. Whilst awaiting a , favourable reply from Your Excellency, we take the occasim: · 

to thank you and we .- have .the honour to sign ourselves in our name. and · in . the -name 

of the persons represented by them: 

1. · Iarane Mahad Gudai, · Chief of the Villages of .Buslei and Degai Bere 

2. Eino ·Hussen Media, Chief of the Village of Bulo · Ibreno · · 

3. Idle Ido JJarache . · 

4. Mohanied Ab.dulla Assir · 

5. Sciardi Raghe Haiou 

6. Gure Afrah Egalle 

7. Mohamed Einta' Fido 

Mogadiscio, 9 June 1952 

Received by .the United Nations Advisory Council 'in Mogadiscio on 9 June · 1952· 

/Moee1iscio 
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To: ·B::ts ·Excellency the Admini-strator of SomalilaD:d, 

·· Mogadiscl6~ 

. Original to! Resid'ent o:f Me~ca 
... j· ··. : ·•. .'".: · .... . , · .. ·· 

Copy ·for: information directly to: 
. ·. ·· ... :, '• .. '. . ' . 

- ... 

.. ,: _ .· 

His ~~c 01ien~y the Administrator . . ~-- . ... . . . . . . . . : . ·. . . . 

Your Excel.lenc;y::_ . _ i . _. · · r , · 

. . . 
. ' ', ._ I 

The undersigned indigenous farmers of Bulo Ibreno, Degai Bere, .Busle~ and 
~· I .' • • • ' ' ' • ., '', , t ' ~ ' ~ "" •' • ' 

Farhane of the district of : Herc~, have the -honour to bring to your notice the 

fa~t· that ~hen ll.r· •. An8~i~ri' Vi ttori~ ~rbf~raril; took possession of .the f~-~s 
belo~~ing .·to the popul~ti.on of Ibreno viilag~, some of the legitimate .·· 

· propri-~tor~· ~f 'the farma ·coilli>lainea . o~ • 26 Novemb:e~ .1956 .to the .. Resid~nt of Merca 
I f • <• '" ' ·' " ..- • • .•, ' . ' • ·. ", . ' 

a~d sent ' a. copy of the complaint to the . Commisaario of Merca. The Resident of 

Merca told t he complaina~ts towait ~~d that-h~ · would call. the~- aft~nia~ds ·. . .. 

Whilst th: · c~mpla.inants were waiti~ to be call~d · by the Resid·e~t t~ obtain . . 

'just:tce, · they ea.w the Conn:nissario accompanied · by the Resident and by a surveyor 
. . . 

arrive . on 24' January 1951 at the indigenous· farms .!..of the above-nii:mtioned . villages 

and the Conn:niseario ·ordered the surveyor to measure 3oo hectares · of ·land belongii. 

to ind i genous ·· ff!orma for Ang~leri Vitt_orio.; the population of the above-mention~d 

villages who were disposs~ssed . ?f their _legi timat~ . property protested ·the . 

surveying of their farms and the Commissario ·told .them not to resist but to come 

to him after eight days and that the population would then obtain justice and . · 

their rights would be respected. After eight days a part or' the population of_. 
. . 

the above-mentioned villages including the chiefs and the elders went to the 

Commissario to obtain the promised justice and he told them that the only thing 

he could do was to intervene in order to enable the indigenous inhabitants to 
. \ 

rent their own farms; he added that the indigenous owners _would h&ve to agree to 

work for Angeleri in order not to be dispossessed from their farms; the indigenous 
. ~ . 

complainants answered that to work compulsorily -for Angeleri was the system used 

by fascist __ dolonialism and that they could not accept a compulsory colonialism. 

The Co):llmissario said that_ if ·they · memtioned --.fascism he would put them . in prison, 

furthermore the Commissario said that he would ask Angeleri to give the 

- . ' 

t ; . . . , ...... 
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farms usurped from the natives, in rent to the _natives at a reasonable pr:.ce. T::c> 
.. ~ . ' . : ~ . . J ··. ': ,· :· • ··~ . . ''· . ~.. . - ' .: ' . ' . ' . • . • ' 

indigenous' complaiila.nts answered that tb.ey could not agree to, pay rent on their 

own properties-. and finally the Commissario t-~ld th~ indigenous. complainants. to 

appeal to the Administration through ·th~ -~s;al channels, adding not to appeal 

against him. The natives had declared to the Commis.sat.id ttat. the· 1aDd c ·:. ··· ~ ·· : 

'hy him for Angeleri was all priifa_te property, 'not public '1ahd, and that the c:rn8~~D 
.. ad_ inl1erited thi$'property from their anc~stors who had also· cultivated it, and 

• • r • 

that there was no public land in- the distriCt and: that the Co:rmnissar:!._o lmew 

everything and knew the truth of .what had. been said by the indigenous compla1.nantu 

because he had seen with his otcm eyes that the land he had ordere~ to be surveyGd · 

for Angelerl was all cultivated. and that there was no uncultivated land in .the . . 

district. The ·natives hacf aiso declared both to the Con:nnissario and to the 

Resident -that Angeleri. was ,.the mmer of a concession of 250 hectares near Goluen, 

that he had rented it to Mr. Elliott, District Commissioner of !v!erca at tile time 

of the former British Adminis.:tration, that this concession is now occupied by 
. ~ . . 

f~. Elliott and that f1wthermore Angeleri has also another concession of 50 

hectares at Caivero.. The former Italian Administration had not expropriated the 

indigenous farmers of the above-mentioned villages to give the land toAngeleri 

and it seems strange that something not done by a colonialist and dictatorial 

government should be _done by a democratic administration of a trust territory who 

should take greater care of indigenous interes~s._ In. the opinion of the undersigr£ 

the Coimnissario of Merca has taken an interest in the question only'for B: feeling 

of fellowship and because he is a compatriot of Angeleri, without thinking of the . ' . 
rights of others or of the 1500 souls of human beings who live in the district 

and who would be completely ruined if they were dispossessed of their propervy 

which is their only means of livelihood. The agricultural season is now 

approaching and the population of the above-mentioned four villages are in urgent 

need of working their lands in time and they do not possess other lands that can 

be cultivated except the lands surveyed for Angeleri. 
i 

~he undersigned have not thought it advisable to let all the ropulation of 

the four villages c.ome to Hcgadiscio to protest against the attitude of the 

Commissario of Merca because they are con~inced that they will obtain just~ce,frcm 
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. Yo~ . Exceilency and certaicl.y .if ~h~;, .d~· ~~~··. ~~·~ei~~ ... s·~~~sfa~·tion 1~ time ·to 

cultivate. their lands they wiil .be obliged to ~ co.m~ to. l-1ogadiscio; men, women and 
. - . -. . . . 

children, in order to protest this injustice • . _ .. ·. , .. .. . 

Therefore . the undersigned have .the honour _ resi;;ectfull~ to reques-t Y9ur 

Excellency to. ret~rn .at the earliest poss~ ble mo~ent .the .. farms ·. usurped by 
. . . 

Ange~cri to thE~ population · of' the abpve-mentioned villages arid they onerget:I.cally 

protest against ' the attitude of the Commissario of Merca~ 

In the certainty of obtaining justice the undersigned thank you. 

(Sgd) · Moham.ed Abdulla, Sciardi :Raghe 1 Gure. Afrah, Mohamed Mohamud, Mohamed Ente, 

Abdi !tur Sceghei Abdi, Seek Ali Abdi Qmar, Moh8?1ed Ueledi Mu~: sa, Bargas Said Abdi, 

Iarani Mahad; Ali Baghe, Mudei H~i Omar, Idle Idor; Ali I'Iur, Mohamed Siad, 

Nur Omar; Mohallim Iusuf, Iusuf ~1ohemud. 
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