UNITED NATIONS CENERAL

TRUSTEES Hip e
COUNCIL '

- ENGLISE
ORIGINAL: -ARABIC

PETITION FROM THE SOMALI YOUTH LEAGUE, BRANCH OF BARDERA
CONCERNING SOMALIIAND UNDER ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION
Noto by the Secreﬁém-ﬂeﬁei‘all . Ix.'; abéordanéé with i';\] o ‘85 and.
supplementary rules F and L of the rules.gf procedure for the. Tmsteeshlp
V Councnl the’ oecretary-General has the honour %o transmit to the members of
" the Trusteeahlp Councll to the Govanmen‘h of I'ba.ly as the Administering
Authorlty of the Tmst Terrl’cory of Somalila.nd and to the Governments oi
Colombia, Egypt and the Phillpplnes a8 members of the Advisory Council
for the Trust Territory of oomaliland a cable dated 7 March 1951 and an
undated communication from the Somali Youth league, Branch of Bardera,
concerning the Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italisn administration.
This communication was transmitted ‘to the Secretary-General by the
United Netions Advisory Council for the Trust Territory of Somaliland
under Italian administration.
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~ Copys of a”éable (trenslated from Italian) to the United Nations Consultative
"'Commi851on, Mogadishu

Bardera local authorities continue to make the same serious mistskes

as on 31 March 1950, . o
IR . (signea) SYL

Note from Mr, Salaheddine Fadel, Egyptlan representative on the Consultative
Commlssion (translated from Arabic} o ,

I have seen and spoken to- members of the ucmall Youth League about
this question.:' ‘They have asked the secretary, Qf the League 8 Bardera branch
to supply furthar details and have prowised to inform me of these when
‘received . ' : : ~

e (signed) Saigheddine-FAQQl

L

/Copy
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Translated from Arabic {by-the Consultative Commission).. :

To His Excellency Salsheddine Fadel

United. Nations Representative in Somaliland -

-~ We have the honour to present our:compliments, ‘together with a
complaint againgt the actions of the Italiam Goverriment.at Bardera, Heithex
. 1ts conduct -nor its policy have changed., -..In their anxiety to colonize and:
dominate the people the Italians are behaving like Fascists.. They are at
present stirring up discord and guarrels among the Semali people. -~ The
follcw1ng facts will bear out this statement:

1. The Government has ascted unJjustly towards the aged Somali Sheikh -

Abdullah Sheikh Miyo, who was a principal Imem-and was immensely popular.

+Hls father was the principal administrator.of Islamlc law and was known

throughout the .land. He inherited some land from his.father which was

- cultiyvated by his family and h;skemployees,@‘ Some police officers tried

.forcibly, to confiscate theiland. | Sheikh Abdullah Sheikh Miyo complained.
répeatedly and vainly‘to the Government which, instead. of putting a stop to. |
this oppression, supported hisna¢ve;sarie§." The Government sent to the spot
an Itallian police officer called Carini, ﬁho gathered together Sheikh Abdullah's
,menlénd announced that the land did not belong to them. . Sheikh Abdullah came
to Bardera and presented a petition to the Government, to which he has: received
no reply.. A1l this iS»being done in order to foment a.quarrel:between the
Sheikh!s men and his opponents,

.2, .. Nopolo Indreio, police, sergeant, sent. one of his men, en -

1L Febru&ry, to fetch the wife of Abu Bakr Osman Moharmed, a member of the
Executive Committee of the Somali Youth League, and the wife of a Somali,

Adam Jenih _and forced.them to undergo a medical examination, on the prétext

,:that they had spread disease among the soldiers,  They said to him: “You -

‘ have shamed and grossly 1nsulted us. We challenge you to produce a witness -
to bear out your accusations,” X . o )

, Thls 1nclqent was reported to the Re81dent at Bardera and to the
Commlssioner foxr Jubaland who d1d nothing to rlght the matter. All this was
done to foment 111 feellng. - They bring similar accusatlons ageinst, the
wives of members of the uomali Youth League in order to arouse the League -

to revolt. ﬂ . . e e 3 -
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3. On 6 March, Abed Sheikh Daron, of the Somalil Youth League, was
attacked and beaten on the highway by "six police officers and one soldie? in
the presence of several witnesses; he called .-upon the ‘Somali for'hélé. A
fight almost broke out between the soldiers and the Somall inhabitants. At
sundown the Government sent a number of well-armed soldiers to maintain order
and. arrest passers-by. - That night they gratuitously imprisoned some learned
men who were not causing any trouble and arrestéd other ‘learned men and- Sheikhs
in order to incite the inhabitants to revolt. '

We ‘do not object to the: impriscrment of offenders and trouble-makers,
but we do obJject most strongly to the imprisonment of innocent persons and
crude violence on the highway.: ' - )

On T March, they closed the road leading from the Mosque to the Afis,
that 1s to the office, with the obJjsct of inciting the people to make a disturb-
ance. - As soon as we realized that the trouble was spreading we wired to the
United Nations Consultative Cormission at Mogadishu, to the Fornari Administrator,
and to the Somaltl Youth'Leagﬁé." To avoid a revolt we called the people together
and Instructed them to maintain order. ' ' o
L, " On 10 March, the' Commissioner for Jubaland came to Bardera in the hope
“of settling the incldehts ‘which had’ taken place. His intervention proved
ugeless, On the night of his arrival the police beat a Somali; next morning
we complained to the Resident. He replied that he would stop thé %roops from
doing such things. The night after we had received his reply two Somaliuhere
beaten. - | ' )
5e Saintwity Banadlity, a captain in the Army}'issued'ah'order forbidding
his men to mix with the Somall or to Join their league. Any member of the
armed forces discbeying this order would be dismisséd. - |

On 11 March, the sergeant Mohammed Abdullah ordered his men to patrol
outside: tha barracks ‘in groups and to beat any Somali they met on the road. The
Captain announced that he would dismiss any soldier who failed to do so. The
ignorant soldiers began to beat the people, thig’ they are still authorized to
do. It is oclear from the above that it 1s the Government's purpose to sow
discord among the Somali rather than to serve their general interests.

6. 'There was a ferry over the Bardera River which was useful to all‘thé
inhabitants of the reglon. In order to sow disunity among the Somali the
Government stqppeg the ferry, although 1t Xknew that the river

would overflovw. It 1is clear from  the above that  the
/Government

I
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Government does fiot thB the interests of 'the country at heart.

T The development of the dountry dépends on education, but we have no
schools, although Bardera has a large population, We have asked the Government
repeatedly for schools but without avall. We appeal to the generosity of the
United Nations to provide us with schools.

8. Your Excellency, we at Bardera, which is densely populated, appeal to
the generosity of the United Nations for a largs hospital and & sufficiency of
medical supplies; we have a small hospital of only twelve beds.

We have asked the Govermment for a hospital and have received e
satlisfactory reply. However the Govermment makes promises which 1t does not
fulfil,

9. Your Excellency, we are Somall and ask for rights In our beloved
Fatherlend; we do not wish anybody who 1s not a Somall to derive profit from
our country unless our wishes are granted.

(signed) MOHAMMED SHETKH HASSAN
Secretary of the Executlve Committee
of the Somall Youth League

Seal of the Somall Youth lLeague





