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Note by the Secretar&-éexzeral- In accordance with rule 85 and supplementary L
rules F end L of the rules cf procedure for the Trusteeship Council, the. ’ Y
. Secrotary-General has the honour to transmlt to the members of the Trusteeship o
- Council, to the Govsrnment of Italy a.s tne ﬁdministering Authority of the Trust )

Territory of Soxralila.nd, and ‘bo the Governments of Colombia, Egypt, and the
Philippines a8 members of the Adeory Cotmcil for the Trust Territory of'
Somaliland, a commtmication dated ll Nhy 1052 from the Somall You‘bh League ;-
Mogadiecio ; ooncerning the Trust Territory ‘of Sonaliland under Ttalian -
 administration. ; ; s , '
‘ This communcistion was. transmitt:ad to the Secrate.ry-(}eneral by the. United
. Nations Advisory Council for the Trust Territory of Soma.liland under Italian

~

administration.
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Copy

SYL = Scrmll Youth League .
Head Office : : Mogadishu (Son'ahland) /
P.0. Box 1. 359

- Telegraphic address ; SYIMOG

11 May 1952

Dear Sir, : \ A : ;
Attached 18 a letter ve, addressed to ‘ohe Chairman of the Trustaeship Councll__

-of the United Na:tions. We respeotful];y request you, S1z', to forward it to't
Trusteeship Councill as quickly a8 possible.r We also request that the sald letter -
be circulated to the Member States of the Unlted Nations.
Thanking you in anticipa‘bion.

Re spectfully yours s

(Sgd Y Hajl Farah 411, o
-Secretary General of SYL v

THE SECRETARY GENERAL
' THE UNITED NATIONS
. NEW YORK,.-N.Y.(USA).

A}

Received at United Netions Headquarters on 16 May 1952

" oYL - Samli
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SYL - Somali Youth League
Head Office; Mogadishu (Somali]and) .
P.0. Box N. 352 | ,
Telegraphic addresss snmoc. o ,
| T May 1952

Dear Sir,

In accordance with the declsion of the U‘nited I\Iatlone General Aseembly of
November 1949, Italy has resumed the provisional Admin* stration of this Truet ‘
Territory in April 1950. To our gree.t surprise and indeed deep disappointment ) '
we did notice then that almost the entire officials of the new Italian . -
Administmtion, rerticularly the senior officlals, were those who ruled previously
here and the adjoining territories while thle partc of Eust Africe. was under ‘the
* colonisl regime of fascist Italy. . '

From early *990, these old colonial of*’icials did everything in their power
to han the Somali Yeuth,League, namely the largest and the only effective somali-
political party in this Trust Territory. .They do so on;y becauge fc_his‘pdlitical,
Movenent did oppoee etrongly the restoration of italian rule under anyl form or
guise. The Teaguo has sent representatives of its own to the III, IV and V_V'_

Sessions of the United Na,tions General Assembly when the Assembly was considering. -

the future of the former italie.n ‘colonies in Africe. 1ncluding this part of
Somaliland, N C ‘
As soon as Italy resumed the power, the officie,ls of the new administmt

lost no time to persecute and illtree.t in an unhumen manner the members of SYL

and their eympathizers 3 up to now, these acts of revenge and hatred continue ,
unceasingly. The very serious incident of :Baidoa of April 1950 took place few
days after Ttaly took over the provieional administration of this Territory.

this very serious incident several members of the League were killed, many others
wounded, vhile thousands SYL members ’ their fa:nilies and sympathizere fled t0 -
elsewhere in order to save their lives. These Lmi‘ortunate refugees lost their
houses, shops and all other properties ‘including caeh s 11vestock, comnercial

‘ SOOdS ; house and store furniture, pereona.l clothinge etc. Houses, ehops and
stores owned by the refugees were elther set flre or destroyed in their presence y

/while
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- while all the propertv insiue them.weve 1ooted beforehand by the pro-ltal*an
elements of Hisbia Dighil Mirifle, . e e T . &7, :

Durire their criminal operatiene, theo abave pro-italian elemente received
full eupporu, protection and the bleseings of the local 1talian‘autherity, pamely_.
the same itallan suthority who armsd and ordered them to attack the Teague and
1ts menmers. The pro-italian elements also deetroyed“ﬁheipremises occubied;by
| SYL Branch of Baldoa and all League property such as furniture, and other
materials.ﬁ

Similar italian-instlgeted 1ncidenbs tooL place in many other dietricts of .
the territory. By nursulng 1te policy of ’divide and rule* ‘the adminlstratlon B
also d1d 1nstigate tribal fightings sucn as the- very serious tr:!’bal disturbances
which took place at Mudugh PrOV1nce in‘August 1950 and many similar ones.

‘We did submit to the Trueteeehip council several documents glving full detalls
~of the 1Dcidents and tribal flghtinge instigated by Itely since eha took over =
,the admivistration of this Truet Territory some two years ago. We also- did submit
details of the continued pereecutions against the nenmere of this national _7
Movement. The above’ documents Wera. eubmitted to the Trvsteesh1p Council either _
direotly or through the Uhited Nations Advisory Council for Somaliland.

After v191t1ng the neighbouring East African territoriss of Tanganyika and
\Ruande-Urindi, a United Netions Visiting Myssion arrived in this capital tom . of
" Mogadishu 1n September last year. The Vieiting Mieeion spent here. aboet 2 weeks;
during this very short period the Mission also did vislt some of the centres 1n )
" the interior of the Territory. Both in Mogadishu and in the centres of ‘the B
interior visited the Visiting Mission had received representatives of the Semalls
inhabiting iq the tqwns and the rurel villages. It aleo recelved representatives
of nonad'eomali‘tribes inhabiting in.theiinterior. The above somali ' '
representatives compleined againet the Adminlstering. Authority for having
N violated the Trusteeship Agreement for this Trust. Territory.v Similar complaihts,

. were submitted to the Miesion by countless somali groups and individvnls._
Repreeentatives of the Somali Youth League both here in Mogadishu and in the »
interior were received by ‘the United Nations Visiting Mieeion. These our 7
‘erepresentativee did point out that, with the exception of few corrupt elements,
’ the 1vhabitants of this Territory, particularly the edueated and ‘the politicallgr

/minded :
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minded sonnlis, are dissatisfiéd with thé Vay n which things ave handled 'by 'bhe

~ italian officials since ’chese lattefs resmned the Administration of this Trust
~Territory in April 1950 In fact, these old colonia.l officials of the present
Ttalian ¥rrusteeship! Administration here d1d violute practically all the main '
provisions of the Trusteeship Agreement, the Declaration of Constitutional . )
Principles annexed thereto, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Full o
particulars concerning the 111 treatment and the unhuman persecutiOns suffered 'by
the SYI. members and their sympathizers since the 2 years of italian administmtiOn
in this portion of Somaliland were submitted to the Visiting Mission. Also we = -
did submit to the said Mission particulars concerning this Territo+yfe present T
political, econonmic, eocia,l and cultural conditions together with our " T
recommendations, ' T : ' :

Soon after the United I\Iations Viaiting Miseion departed from here, things o
‘have turned from bad to worse, indeed very worse. This time the old colonial
officials of the Italian Adminietration did carry out, openly and cOntinuously g,
.large scale’ persecutions against the mem‘bere of this politioal Movement. Here ErEE

2 brief summry of some of the open persecutions we did suffer since ‘the o

departure of the sald Vielting Miseiong ' ~ ' '

At the end of last September a member of the SYI, named Mohamed Nur who acted"' o
- a8 Interpreter in English when the United Nations Visiting Misswn did interview °F )
our repreeentatives in Chisimalo District was arrested by the Ttalian’ Authority 2 \
‘bhere Just the day after the Visiting Misslon left Chisimaio for Bardera . After
a detention of several weeks, he wag éonvicted for 5 months of imprisonment with’
hard labour. As soon as he completed his term of imprisonment, Mohamed Nur -~ =
wag forced to leave Chisimio; in this connection, the local ltalien authority
did issue an order to’ deport him to Galkayu, a centre in Mudugh Province which ie ‘
situated about 1,200 ., from Chisimaio. By 1issuing such a deportation order,
the Italian Authority deprived ‘him his ovn business in Chisimaio. Under the
1ate British Military Administration in Sonaliland z Mohamed Nur was one of the - :
somalis trained as Police N.C.0s. : iy

Early in October 1951, some 12 leaders of the SYL' in Alula District
(Mijerta.in Province) were a.rrested by Dr. Lucchetti s the Commissario of the o )
Province a.nd by Dr. Piras, the Residente of Alula. Among ‘the arrested 1eadez‘s
there was Ha.,ji Farah Ghesot, the Secretary of the SYL Branch of Alula. At tha'b

~ * ‘ /time
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time, we did requeet that The. 12 arrested SYL iea,de.rs “be released on. bsnl pending
thelr trial' unfortunately, both the Provincfal Authority of Mi,jertain and ‘the
Central Ttalian Authority here in ‘Mogad1shu ignored this request of oure.

~ After about 6 months of detention, the ebove mentioned 12 leaders. we:re all
/convicted with prison terms ranging from 9 to 12 months of hard labour by the .
Mijertain Provincial Court - It.iisr interesting to point out that this court Vasf‘.—’ s
presided by Dr. Lucchetti y- namely the sams Comniesario of the Province vwho issued
the, order to arrest. the convicted SYL leaders. aLike many similar others , this®
convictlon. wvas based. entirely on 'framedmp* oharges- in fact ’ such political
convictions are very:common nowadeye in this ‘Trust Territory. Almost all the
| victime of this form of political persecutions are menmbers and sympathizers of -
this anti-colonial political Movement, a Movement which advocatee the comolete
independence of Somaliland within the shortest possible time ‘ :

In June last year, the Italian Authority of ‘Mijertain also did arrest 1
membere ‘of the League including some leaders. -and influential personalities y e
all reeid_ing the same District. of Alula. After ‘several months .of detention, the
Regional Court .of Mijertain did pass prison eentencesvagamst them. - These new ~
victims of the. notorious political oonviCtims«practieed quite of'ten by the
Italian ‘Trueteeship' Administration in this Trust Territory were. eentenoed to
;prison terms. ranging’ from 7 to 18 months of hard labour.:

Last Februery a very serious incident organized by the same Italian Authority :
of Mijertain did occur at Bender Belia, a small sea~port ‘centre.. 1n that Province.
This centre is inhabited almost e€xclusively by members of the’SYL, thelr fami_lies
and sympathizers. On February 4, 1952, armed Ilaloes (irregular district police) -
_ stationed there did oper fire on 5 dhows owned by member of the Somali Youth
League. The entire crew and the passengers of ‘the sald 5 dhows were members of
the League and their families. Together with the regular Police also stationed -
there, the Tlaloes did open fire on unarmed civilians gathered in the streets '

‘and the markets of the centre in question. As a result of this firing, 6 persons

" including & woman and two children were wounded. The conditions of Hindia Farhan, -
the woman and two men: Sheikh Mursal Mohamed and Said ,ienail weredescribéd as
very serious. - . . . . T T : T

This .terror and lawleeenees compelled most of ‘the inha‘bitants of Bender Beila :
-to seek refuge elsewhere living-behind - ‘their homes,. and.other property. When the

/Ree idente
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Residente or the Dlstrict Comniesioner of Garde arrlved at Bender Bella three days
after the 1noident, ‘his first ,job was to order a wholesale arrest of the members
of the SYL who Bt11l rennined th‘.ro, Dr Eedini » the Residente of . Garde District,
comprising’ the ‘sxrall tom of Bender Beila. itself » also did order to transfer

to the Provincial Prison of Bender Kaseim 2l leaders of the SYL including Sheikh
Mursa.l MOhamed and Said Isnail, both seriously wounded in the said incident.. ’

_ The 21 SYL leadors are still detained in the above Provincial Prison, - .
Undoubtedly, their fete will be ‘the same as that of thousends of innocent somalis N
who were c0nvio'bed on. ‘”ra.med-upf charges. DeSpite the repeated protests and
requeats wo submitted to the highest Itallan Authority here in Mogadishu nothing
kes been done 80 far to esta'blish the cause or. causes of. tne very serious incident
of Bender Beila and thus punish those respongible for it. On the oontrary
Dr, Bendini and his Illaloee at Bender Beila continue  to do their best in order
to create “urther serious incidents there. :

“In the night of Ma.'*'ch 6 ‘chis year a 1ee.der of‘ a local pro-itallan party was -
wounded with gun bull etts- he received o slight wounds from which he ‘recovered -
fow daye a.fter the incident. This took place here 'in Mogadishu where he resides.. 2
The wounded pro-italian leader is named Mohamed Sheikh Osman -better known as
FEdmondo Umoerto, a Christian name under which he vas baptized when he. converied -
hizself into Catholicism. Edmondo Um'berto is the head of *Unione Africani della s
Somraliat, a narty founded and financed by the 1ltallans. : sooaSe T

Within few hou.rs of the incident, fully armed policemen surrounded the PR

Bomall questers in this Capital town of Mogad*shu. Of course, this-sudden oolio,e-—f“

raid has ce.used a general panic among the native populatiOn inhabiting in the

said quarters. During the whole nlght of Maroh T, somalls were arrested on: sight L

Load.d with 5uarded golioe trur'ks » the arrested persons were led. to the ’
various Police Stations where they were asked ‘to state their names and tribes.. f-’—A
Anyone .giving his name and full par‘biculars but who declined to state his tribe . |
was c.etained and’ subjected to. every sort of corpora.l punishment and humiliat.ions. w
Those who deohned to atate their Lrihes d1d go because they consider tribvalism - . -
as a 1ory primitive system. All ‘the victims were members gnd sympathizers of .« -
thie progressive political Movement, a Movement whose Statute -as it is well k:nown—
condexns all forms of prmitive syeteme particularly tribal organizations. - Lk

/All the
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All *bhe Po..lce Stations in this Capital town of Mogadishu were overcrowded
: ;:ri‘th tlﬂou ands of somalis arrested during ‘bhe night of March Ts. 1952.,, In, @oups -
5P hundredd 5 tbey were ;jai ed in a smll, air}.esa 3 dirty Jall-rooms . originally
‘built to accOmoda.te not more tha,n a dozen of prisonfars. Whon all Jail-rooms
available were full, bhousands of the detained somalis were kent outside the
police stations where they spent the wuole night &nd the day a.fter without a
- ghelter from either the cool nights or fbhe hot sunny days of ’onis coagtal centre .
Cn March 8, \Valvl the detained bperéons“—n\_im'beriiﬁgi abou‘b,\gboo— ;«reref ordered to appear
‘before the Itallan Marescialldes cr Police 'Inspeoto‘rs‘ for fur\;;her, questioning, -
Again, they were asked to state their tribes ‘and those refusin wore roturned to-
the ,jail after be:hg sub,jected further hmiliations and physical punishments. :

For over 24 hours »y DO food vas provided to the detained sozralis 3 on the
A contrary, the Police returned foods a.nd drmks broubht for the detainees by their .
relatives, Qome of the datainees were releasad in the afternoon of March 8, while
-others ~-nu.n1‘oe:‘1n¢r gome hundreds— were deporbed to differert p}aces 1n the. interior,u
on the following day. Most of" these Latters have homes, families s and positiOns
5here in Mogadishu. e Bt s RIE L , ‘

As we did mention above ’ all persons vho declined to state “their tri’bes .
were besten, some of thom seriously.\ The most serious case Was,that of»Abdi»
Ibralhim, a zmmber of this political Movement. On Maxrch 8, he .was beaten B0 badly
by Italian Carabieries statloned in the Police Station of Beit-El-Ras. He vas

- uncOPscious for several hours y and many persons in. that Btation beolioved h1m dead; -

in fact, a rumor about his death spread rapidly in the town., Few weeks later,
- Abdl Ibrahim vas- convicted on fframed-up’ charges he was accused for resisting :
to nublic agoents end sentenced to 7 months imprisonment with hard labour. .

HaJji Dirle Hersi, a prominent msmber of the League wnd one of’ the leading .
soma.li business-men in the Territory, was arrested fow hours af't;ezj the shooting
on Edmondo Umborto and conducted to the Central Police Station, . Few days later

ne wac “transferred to the C‘entral Prison cf Lagadlshu.'_ Up to now, he is swalting - =

trial, The Italian Authority also did arres’c Sheick Mohamed Siad, our Secretary .-
of Dusa Mareb District, together with 2 msmberS° Shireh Jama and Ahmed Ha Ji.
Hashi, Arrived here f‘rom Dusa Mareb the night before the incident took place; the
group wae\ax’msted on March 12, 1952, and nonducted to 'the Police .Statlon of
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Beit-El-Rés. - The three men were kept there for several da,ys during which they were
asked questions cencerning the shooting of Edmondo Umberto and then transferred ]
t0 the Central Prison of Mogadishu. Sheik., Mohamed Siad, the Secretary, and Shieh
Jare were re]x ased few days ago. We wish to 'ﬂoint out, however, that the two

above named members were imprisoned for a period of about seven woeks without ‘
any reason wha.tsoever. Ahmed Haji Ha,shi, the third member, s still detained in
the Central Prison of‘ Mo,gadiehu. I ‘

As we stated above ’ some unknown person or persons fired on Edmondo Um'berto
wounding him slightly, the eald pro-Italian leader recovered few days later. The 9
incident which did occur in the night -of March 6 ) 191L2, had grave consequence, / /
indeed a very grave ome. This incident will always be remembered by those innocent
somlis‘who-paid a rery dear price for it. The, above brief sumnary shows clearly
how the Italian Police Authority did terrorize the whole na.tive pOpulation of
this capital town of Mogadishu for almost a week, they continued to arrost :
thousands of sommlis, 1lltreat them, and finally deport them into different places .
in the interior. With the excuse of discovering those responsible for the - .
Incident, the Police ‘had a very good chance in order to persecute the nationahstic B
elements, particularly those suspected to belong this oolitical Movement in fact s
these, latters were used as the main targets of the Police persecutions.

Dr. Wagner, “the Momissario of Lower Juba., and Dr. Piras s the Residente of
Chisimaio District (the former Resident of Alula ‘District), did issue an order
t6 arrest Jame Musa, our Secretary of Chisimaio Branch, together with a 'nember ,
of Local Committese named "Mchamed Issa,. These two leaders of the SYL were falsely
charged of abusing public officials. The arrest took plsce e.t Chisinaio on March - -
22, 1952, and the follosing day some policemen escorted them to the Central Prison’",ﬂ_
of Mogadishu where they are detained up to now. As usue.l, our request that the N
two above-mentioned SYL leaders be released on bail pending their trial was
flatly re,jected 'by both the regione.l and the higher Ttalian Authority here in '
Mogadishu. ' oo ) »

Dr. ngner and Dr Piras also did arrest eight members of the Local Comnittee
of Chisimaio Branch. These SYL leaders were arrested on Msrch 25, 1952. They "
¥ere arrested in connection with an’ incident which took place at Chisimaio the
night pefore their arrest. In that night, a man called Salah Omar was mt by ‘an .
Unknown person; There 18 no evidence whatsocever to prove the,t all or even one

~ [of the eight
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“of the eight, Comiittee members have gomething to do with the above. incident. -
Nevor waless, they are still Jalled in the Provincial Prison. of Chisimaioj these -
innocent leaders will undoubtedly remain. there at least for several months.

On March 12, 1952, some . policeman stationed at Brava dia arrest Haji-

- Abdirehmen Mohamed and Mahamnd Yusuf Aden, both members of a SYL. Inspecting

M’Mission which was touring to some centers in the interior including'Brava..-

Arrived there Tow hours earlier, the two members of the sald Misslon were. escorted -
to the Brawa Police Station whera they met the Ttalianimaresc1allo who -ordered
the policemen to arrest them. ~ When the two nznmers asked the Maresciallo the

reason of +he arrest, his prowpt ansver wae that they wero tnew-comers®. -After

being aubjected to ill- treatmﬁrt and humiliations, the . two above- named members

 of the Inspecting Mission were. Jailed and then conducted to the.Brava Prison
‘where they spent the whole night a1d ‘the day after. Had the Slgnor Mareaciallo
-of Brava to arrest all the 'new-comprs “he would. certainly have no enough space © -
‘Tor them. But the fact is that our lsaders who happen to visit some of the

"centres in the interior ‘such as Brava, ‘whether- on duty or otherwise, are the.

‘only persens considered as. 'new-ccmsrs 2 Accordinnly they are arrested .-
immediately and deported to elsewhere if necessary: _ - : L

i The fow specific casos just outlined are g mnall, a: relatively small part of .

. the undemooratic activitias in which the senior officials of the .present -

Italian 'Trusteaahip' AdministratiOn here’ are enbaged.- What we understand is ...~

that Italy, as the Administerin0 Authority, is here to assist and guide the somalif
“until they obtain their independence with n the next eight years. In the - &

) meantims, ‘she is. obliged to advance the political, economic, social and cultural
cond*tiOns of the inhabitants.. Far from this, the old colonlal officials who
Practically control the Italian Administration in this Trust Territorj are doing

“everything, they can to restore GOnditions which existed. during the pre-war days
when this part of Somaliland was under the-. colonlal regimo of fascist Italy.

- These senior officials of the Administration are mainly engaged to persecute,v,,;:
: almost da*ly, these progressive elements who oppose the restoration ‘of ccloniai -

reglms. Of course, the victims of such political persecutions are the menmerg L

and sympathizers of this anti-colonialist Moverent. - o

‘ The wndemocratic activities of the old colonial officials of the Italian

Adndnistration are inecreasing daily. Such activities were intensigied since a

/United Natlons
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United Natlons Visiting Mission le'ft here 1ast Ostobob after s short visit; since
then, countless membors of our Movement were convicted on political grounds.

Some of the 0ld, colonial officials » namely: Dr. Piras, the former Residente

of Alula District now Residente of Chisimaio; Dr. Wagner, the conmissario of Lower
Jite Provinee; Dr. Lucchetti, the Commissario of Mijortain Provinces Dr.. Bedini ’
the Resident of Gardo District; Dr. Ducati, the Residente of Mexca District, .
Dr, Scanu, the Public Prosecutor; and meny others were quite active in their o
attempt to wreck the Somali’ Youth Leaguo., ' o .

The repeated protests, both in oral and iIn written, we submitted tc the
highest Italian Authority had no effect whatsoever. Attached is a copy of the 3
letter we addressed to0 ’che Acting Administrator of thie Trust Territory and the -
Chalrmen of the United Nations Advisory Cowncil for Someliland on Moy 1, 1952.,

-We respectfully request the Honourable members of the Trusteeship Council h
to consider carefully this petiticn of ours as well as those we did su’bmit o
 through the United Nations Visiting Mission which visi'bed here last September. e
All necessary steps should be taken 1n order to end the Administering Authority's o
continuous viols.tiOns of the 'rrusteeship Agreemen‘b for thia Trust Tarritory, ’che
Declaration of COnstitutional Principles e.ttached thereto, and the Universal L
Declaration of -Human. Rights.' In particular the Trusteeship Council should stoP
as early a8 possinle the persecutions and politica.l convictions directed S,y by
exclusively against the members and sympa.thizers of this progreseive political
Movement. £7 1 L 4 ' Lo ‘

- Respect:i"ullly yours,
(Sgd) Haji Farveh Alf,
" BSeeretary General,.

~ For the Central Committee
of SYI. ~

TE UNITED MATIONS, ' T o
NEW YORK, . mwoax., R S

' ‘/Ti‘ans]a‘bed .
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Trenslated from Ttellan
SOMALI YOU‘I‘H LEAGIIE o T ey 192
i ( 2 . . ) - e p 2 5 R v R =Y * e -

To:H.E. Minister Cenino, . e . ettt
Aoting Administmtor of Somliland ’ Mogadisoio. : R e

To H.E, The Chairman,
Uhi%ed Na.tiomz Adviaory Council, MOgadiacio UL

Further to what was set forth verba,lly to Your Exoeilenoy in our . .

- conversations of about" three weeke ago and to the repea'bed pro’oee’cs presen*bed 'by
'us to H.E. Ambassador Fornari during the two years of Ita.lian 'I'rusteeship

. Administration in this Territory, we take the liberty of presenting to Your

- Excellencies our strong protests against serious abuees and oersecutione o

- commi oted by somse of:t‘icials of ‘ohe AFIS 3 of ’bhe police and of “the Judicia.ry, _

| especie.lly by the' Pu'blic Prosecutor, Dr. Scanu, 'by the Comniesioner of Kismy/u,iﬁ.__

" Dr. Wa@er, ard by the Resident of Kismayu, Dr. Pirae ’ against members of our -

¥ party, and we beg the intervantion of Your Excellenoies in order that the abuse _

and perseoutions e.bout which we oompla.in be eliminated. .

1. 7 On 4 Februavy of this year sorious incidents took place at Bender :Beila A

(Midjertein Province) The ilalos on’ duty there ’ wi’ch the pretext that _some A

persone refused to holst the Ita.lia.n flag on some dhows , Tired at the unarmed .

population vounding aix persons of whem two were boys and one was a woman. The .

Resident of Ga.rdo, Dr.Bidini, on whom the area dopends administratively, having

| arrived inmedia*bely on t,he Bpot, proceeded to arrest all members of our party,

'\ including also those wounded » who are stlll detained in the Jail of Bender Kessim,
The Chief of the Office of Internal Affairs whom we had informed of the occurence
bad asoured us that he would ‘{nstruct seaxrching investigations to be made as to the

: mot.ives of the incident, but unfortunately ve cannot but affirm 'bhat this task has
been on‘brueted preclsely to those who had deliberately provoked the inciden'b. It

18, therefore, difficult to es‘.:a‘blish the truth In this Tanner. ‘ '

-2y In Kiome.yu the Secretary of our loeal branch, Glama Hagl Mussa, accompanied

'by 8 member of the 1ooe.l committes, Moha.med Isse Giame. ’. had gone to the Judge

-

| | Jof vthe
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of the Commissa“iat at the beginning of Mkcr'oh of Jchie 3ear in order to appeal ‘
& sentence p“oncunced ‘oy this ;}udge against 8ix members of our vaxrty s Having had
. a private discussion with the Judge, tiey were first accused of ou’crage to a pu'blic
magistrate and Su‘bsequent.y arrested and transferred to the Central Jail of ~
Mogadiscio where they dre still detained. Deepite the interest of Your ‘ ‘
Excellency in' the case, provisional freedom has been denied to the eforeeaid persons
by the Public. Prosecutor, Dr, Scafiu; mainly for political reasons. '

- St111 in Kismayu, seven members of our local conmi ttee have been u.nder
arrest for:ebout two months because an Arab was wounded by unlmovm persone." The
Somall Scek Mohamed Ibrahim is also in prisen in Kismyu for he.ving Tede a . ! e
religious and political speech in the mosque and at our Eeadquarters. The indeed
precarious and deplorable situation which Dr. Wagner and Dr. Plras cree.ted in o
Galecaio and Aluls; where they discharged the functione of Commissioner and . T _
Resldent respectively;‘and huw the situation beame normal after their tranefer, =
are sufficiently: knmm to the AFIS from complainte received. Now 'by obliging our
people to become members of pro-Italian parties, 'by threatening the chiefs and ‘
the employeea of the AFIS with’ dismissal, they are: crea’bing a similar si‘cuatiOn
in the Lower Juba regioni™ Théy go in person to ‘towms and villages to preside £
over the opening of branches of pro- Italian pa.rties 3 accompanied by individuals _
expressly. appointed for this task, such as, for ineta.nce ) Hagi Musa Samantar and o
others. . - : ; S
3. The head of our section at Dusamreb, Soek Mohamed Siad, together with two ;, ’-,
others, who arrived: ‘here on- the: evening of 5 March of this yoar, were all L fi‘
errested, we do not.Jnow upon. vhat’ grounds y & few da.ys af‘oer thelr arrival, with
the eAception of one (Ahmed Hagi Giazra), a,nd ‘bhen set free again vithou’o any, trial
after forty-five days of imprieonmen’c. E - TR, "
lhk "The incident of 6 March ‘of this year when t‘ae Sonali ’ Mohamed Scek Osman ',
(Edmondo Unmberto), was. injured by wnknown ‘persons had given ~*o the police the
possibility and the occesion to attack the memoeis of our party. For two o
cOnsecutive eveninge, &3 we communicated verbaily on the evening of T March to :
the Chief. of the Office of Internal Affairs, thousands of Somalis ’ eepecially
those who' replied o the inquiry as to their trive 'bo be Somalis ‘and those
recognized as 'belonging to the S.Y .L. y Were arreeted and bea’cen on public roads 'by"'
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police efficials. Sevelal hu.ndred bf these unf'ertunates after a few days of

deten’oion were ‘ordered by the police o' lea,ve the tovm vhe?‘e many of ‘them 1ive and
have thelr 1nterests. During this police ra,id the Somsli Abdi Ibrahim wa,s o

" severe]y beaten by the police for having refused to state his tribe, g0 much so
that is was rumoured that he had dled as a result of the blows received. This
unluclqrman, after he,ving undergOne thie ALl t”eaument, was sentenced to 8ix months!
imprisonment for resistanee to the pelice authorities and to one month for refusal

’ to give personal data (hietribe) _ Tnepolk.ice, in order to ,justify ,this abuse, -
told tho Somali citizens that they d1d not peeseesan identity card, a card which

they themselves: know has not yet been ]ege.lly established by the AFIS.

5. On the 19th of this month, the Somali Hassan Ostmn called Deghei of

4 Villabruzzi who had -completed a sentence of eight months? imprisorzmen‘b inflicted

. on him for political reasons, hefore being rmeased was questioned a8 Yo his

. tribe by the Public Prosecutor, Dr, Sce.nu.. U‘pon Hassanvs reply that he was a

Somell, - the Public Prosecubor aeked the Court to impose a sentence of fiteen

. dayst ‘imprisenment this request was’ pranted wi’bhout question by the judge , and -

" consequently Hassan Deghl was - condemned to fifteen days' 1mprisonment for refusal

o to give personal data (tribe).

. . As we have verbally referred to Your: Excellency, Dr. Scanu acts in Court.
\ ,—morege.s a,political official than a Public Prosecutor; a proof of Vthis statement
1a found in the political attacks openly launched by the above officlal against
our party when he presided; as Judge, at the tr‘ial against the Y?adi Scek Mohaﬁied :
Mahamud and Hagl A’bdurahman Mohamed » both from Galecalo, which took place in .
MOgadisciO at the beoinning of last yee,r. , “We fcrmlly protested against this to
H.E. Gorini ) “then Secretar-y-General of the AFIS , and %o Mr, Mchamed Talaa.t Ragheb,
delegate of Egypt on the United Nations Advisory Council- identical Judgments and
- undesirable attacks were repeated by Dr. Scanu sge.inst our party a'b the trial of
 Seek Hussen Ali s Abscir Wa.rsama and others, when he stated, among other things,
that the AFIS would make tse of the law finally to eliminate this party. .
' The last unedifying incident 1s.the affair of Hessan Deghei, since there
- was certsinly no necessity for him to state his trihe s beca.use he had completed
.his sentence and vas ‘about to be released o S

The prosecu’c.ion for ou’crage ’co .8 public officia.l and for refueal to state
onets tribe have hecome 1egal and very eagy means to strike at the members of our

/party.
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rerty. In fact, our branch chief o:t‘ Genale 3 Mohamed Osman, has ‘been eentenced
to three nonths?t conditional 1mprieenmen‘b for a discussion he had had with a
sergeant of the Genale poiice in a civil controversy existing between Mohamed
Oszzn and ris Lume”-m .u.,.'?v’ m which the sergeant hu.d no jurid cal authority
to intervens, ‘ : , v
' Our. branch crtief of Sﬁgr;.?e { Mﬁ"ﬂa* Oomon Abduralmen, 1é at present on trial
for alleged insq?:bmg vords ati a'w ageinet thoe {n:ree iaiio commanding the police
station, not 1in ol 13 i;r noe w’s rofe vred to hinm by an Italian cara'biniere . bu’c
since, among otaer ‘c,;mg,s, the cex z*wmer'e doos net know ueme.li, 1t 18 v .
incomprehensibls gow he could have undere tood the insult In question. .
6. Since owr main aim is the abolition of the tribal systom because 1t is .
the greatest obstacle to the unlty of our people , during the past two years of -
Itelian 'l‘rueteeship Administration of the ’I‘erritory we have inslsted to the ’
Central Administration that thls state of ‘oh:!nge be terminated » and 1f the -
imrediate abolition were not possi le, that 1t be made oPtional Ambaseador
Fornari has repea,tedly aesured us that a decision of this nature was taken by the ‘
Reduced Committee of the Territorial Cowncil last year. However, notwithstanding
this, the state of affairs of which we complain still continues, and as e have
already written, innocent persons have been sentenoed for refusing to state the
tribe’ to which 'they belong. ' s 7
We wish to point out that sinco the tribe 18 the l5th-20th ancestor of a L
Person, it cannot be ccmeidered as & means of identification. It is plain 'bhat
the tribval system ie uged only by non-emncipa‘bed cou.ntries. It is a system wh:xch |
is adv&ntageouely exploited by colonial and imeerlalistlc powers. - A
The conflicts reeulting in loss of life which haVe occurred among various -
tribes. during the two years of Ttalian Trusteeship Administmtlon are well known
to the AFIS, 88 a.leo the fact that hundreds of persons have loet their lives in
conflicts between tri’oes in nany parts of the 'I‘errltory. A ,‘ ge |
Tn view of what We have stated s WO beg the in’cervention of Your Exoellencies
in order that measures be taken 10 eliminate the abuses and persecutions peinted,
out by us which are not vague or general accusations but concrete facts., .
Awaiting the favourable cousideration of our requests , Wo thank-you in N

advance . : ,
The President
Hagi Mohammed Hussein

(egd in Arabic)
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