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PETITION FROM THE SOWu.I ~YOUTH LEAGUE, MOGADISCIO CONCERNING 
SOMALTIAND UNDER ITALIAN ADNINISTR'\.TION 

I 

Note by the Secretary-General: In .accordance with rule B5 and . supplO'mentary 

rules F and L_ of the -rules of procedure for the Trusteeship council, the: 

. Secretary-General has the honour to transnii t to the members of the Trusteesh;ip . 

. Council, t"o the Government ' of Italy a~ ' th~ ~.dminis-~iing Autho;ity of the .Trust . 

Territory m: Sorral1J.and, a~d' to the Gover~nts of 'colombia, Egypt,· and. the : 
. ( . ;· ·. . . . . . . . . .. 

Philippines as members of 'the Adviso:cy Co'U.li~il . for 'the Trust Territory of : ... , . .. . 

Soma.liland, a cotm.ll1inica tion dated ··11. M9.y ,i952 from the Sonali Youth League J · 

Mogadi~cio; concerning _the. Tru~t TerX:itory ·of Sonaliland· under Italian .··· 

administration. · .· 
. , ;_.:_. _. , I . .. . : .• . . . . . . . 

This commune ia tion was transmi ttad·. to .· the Sec re ta.ry-Genera1 by the United 
. .- ! . ' . . 

Nations Advisory Council for the Trust Territory of Sorralilapd under Italian 

administration. '' 
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Copy 

SYL - Se:r.:n,li Youth League 
Head Office : Mogad1ahu (S6ma.liland) 1 
P.O, Box N . 352 . 
Telegraphic address : SYLMOG 

11 May 195? ,.. . 

I ' • , 

Dear Sir, 

Attached ia a letter vT~. addreas~d to the Chairnan of the Trusteeship .Coi.mcil 
·I 

· of the Urii ted Ne:tiona. · We respectfully ~eqtiest y~m, Sir, to forward it to ·the 

Trusteeship Council as quickly as. possible. ' v_te also ~equest that the said letter · 

be circulated to the Member States of .the Unite~ Natio~~ ~ 

THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
THE UNITED NATIONS 
NEW YORK,.t"N .Y. (USA). 

Thank1n~ you in anticipation. . 

Respectfully yours, 

(Sgd.) ·· ·Haji ·Far!ih :A11; · ·· 
.. Secreta:cy General: of SYT .. 

Received at li'hited Nations Headquarters on 16 May 1952 

/SYL 
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3YL - Somali Youth League 
Head Offioe: Mogadishu (Somaliland) 
P.O. Box N. 352 · 
Telegraphic address: . sYLMCG 

Dea.r Sir, 

fuge 3 

: \· ' 

.. ' 

7 May 1952 

In accordance with the decision of the United Nations General Assembly of 
·. . I . 

November 1949, Italy has resumed the provisional Administration of this Trust 

Territory in April 1950. · To our great surprise and indeed deep 1iisappointment·, . 

we did notice then tbat almost the entire officials of the new Italian 
. . 

Administr-c1.tion, particularly the senior officials, . were those who ruled prevlously 
. . 

here and t..he adjoining territories while :this part of Eo-et Africa was under the 
- ~ ' "" . 

~, colonial regime of fascist Italy. 
' •. 

From early 1950, these old colonial officials did everything in their power 

\ to ban the SOIJB.li Youth League; ·nm-:J.ely the largest and .the only effective eonnli · 
1 political party in this Trust Territory. : They do so on~y because this ·political 

Movement did oppose strongly the restoration of italian rule under any f~rm or 

guise. The League has sent representatives of ita own to the III, IV and V 

Sessions of the United Nations General Assembly when the Assembly .was considering 

the future of the fo:rm3r. italian ·colonies in Africa including this part of 

Soma.liland. 

As soon as Italy resumed the power, the officials of the ne~ administration 

lost no time to persecute and illtreat in an unhUJOO.n manner . the members o;f SYL 

and their sympathizers; up to now, these acts of reveng~ and hatred continue 

unceasingly. The very serious inctdent of Baidoa of April 1950 took place few 

days after Italy took over the provisional administration of ,this Territory. ,In · . 

this very serious incident several roombers of the_ League were killed, macy others 

vounded, vhil~ thousands SYL members, their f~lies . and sympathizers fl.ed to 

·elsewhere in order to save their lives. Theee . unfortunate . refugees lost th~ir 

. . I 

• I ~~-

' ,. ' . 

houses, shops and all other propert:i.e·s ·. including _cash, 11 vesto~k, commerc :fal. 
• > ' • /~ • .-·. -;:. 

goods·, house and store f'urni ture, personal clothings ate. Houses, shops and 

stores owned by the refugees were either set fire or destroyed in their presence,. · ·, 
..... ','J ' 

)while 
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whi1o B;ll the property inside them ,.,~re ·looted beforehand by the pro-italian 

eleme~ts of Hisbia Dighil Mirifle. 

During ~heir criminal operations, the above pro-i:talian elements received .. 

full support, protection and the blessings or the local italian authorityp namely 
. . . ~ . . . . ' .... - . 

the same. i talian author! ty who _ armed and ordered them' to attack · the League and 
. . . . . . 

ita me~bers. The pro-italian elements also df:)Stroyed ··the premises occupied py 

SYL Branch of Baidoa and ail League property such as furniture, and other 

materials. · 

Similar italian-instigated .incidents toolc place. in nany other districts of' 

the territory. By pursuing i~s p9licy of 'div:1,de. and .rule',· the _ administration 

alao .did instigate tribal f'ightings such as the · very serious tribal disturbances 
' .· ', . . . . - . . - ... 

which took place at Mudugh fi.ovince ._ in Augua~ 1950 and many similar ones • 

. We did submit to the Trusteeship council several docm:nents .giving full details 
• .• I • "', . -· I" > > • - , • • , " • " , • 

· of the incidents and tribal .f':i.ghttngs · ir,.atigated by Italy since ·aha took over 
..... . . . . ' , · . . - . ' 

. the administration of this 'i'rust . Ter~itoey s_ome :two years ago. · We also -did submit 

details of the continued persecutiona against the .members- of' this national . . - . . . ' ' ' ,. . . ' "•. / . . . 

Movement. · The· above documents ware submitted to the Trusteeship council' either 
·: . . ~ ' . . . " . ' . . 

"directly or thro':lgh the United Nations Advisory Council -for Sonnliland~ 

. After 'visiting the neighbouring East African territories of TanganyU:a and •. 
. ~ . ' ,., ' . 

Ruanda-Urindi 1 a United Nations Visiting MiSSion arrived in this capital t~r.n of 
. ' ' . - -- •, . ' 

Mogadish'li iri September last year. The Visiting Iv!ission spent here -_ about 2 '-reeks; 

during this very short period the Mission also did visit some of .the centres in 

the interior of the. Territory. Both in Mogadishu and in the centres of the 

interior visited, the . Visiting Mission had _ received representatives of the Somali~ 
inhabiting ir: the tmms and the rural villages. It also received representatives 

of non:ad . aorrali tribes 1nhabi ting _in the . interior·. The above somali 
. •. 

representatives complained against the Adminiotering,Authority for having 
. . . . . .· . - . ' . . . 

· violated· the Trusteeahip_Agreeirent for this -Trust Territory • . - Similar complaints 
. ' . ' ... , . . . . . 

were submitted to the _Mission by countless somali groups and individuals. 

Representatives of the Somali Youth Leagtill both here / in Mogadishu and in the 

interior ivere received by the United Nations Vis~ting Mission. These our · 

· representatives did point out that, with the exception of few co:r:rupt element~, 
• . 1. ; . 

the inhabitants of this· Territory, rnrt1cularly the educated and - ~he politically 

\ . ~ . . . . 
/~nded 
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minded Somalis,- are diasatief1_1;)d . \i~th the \te.;1' :in which things are blind led by the' -:-: 

italian officials since the~e h~t~itb'reaumed the Adiirl.nietration ofthis Trust 

. Territory in A:pril 1950. . I~ fact; th~e~·- old . colonial official~ of the present· 

Italian · t'_lirueteeahip.' Administration here · dfcl ·vio14te practically all the n:ain . 

provisions of _the Tru.ateeship Agreement, the Declaration of constitutional . . . 

Principles annexed thereto:, a~d the Universal Dec~tion of Human Rights. Fuil -'; (;: ' 

-particulB.rs concerning the · iil treatment and the Unh~n persecutions sUffered by 
the SYL members and their sympathizers since the 2 years of ita.lian· administration· : 

in this portion of Somaliland were submitted to the Visiting Mission. Also' ~a·.' ". 
did submit to the aaid Missi6n particulars concerning this Territot.y's ··:Present 

political:, economic, social and_ cultural conditione together with our 
. . . . 

recOIIIIII6nda tions. -

soon_ after the United Na tione Visiting Miss ien dei:6rted froni here, things 

_have turned from bad to worse' indeed veri . worse. . This tima the old colonial 

of:riciale of the Itali~n Administration did carry out, openly and continuously;, 

.large scale persecutiona against the zoomi>ers of this pclitict:~.l- :MoV6inent. · Here 'i~ .. · 

a brief sunmacy Of some of the ope-n persecutione we did suffer since the 
departure of the said Visiting Mission: . 

At the end Of iaat September a member of the . sri. named Mohiuiied - . N~ ~}l() ·a:cte:d·. · .· 

- as _inte~preter _in English when the United Nations Visiting Mia.aion did intervie~ 

our representatives in Ch1aillla.io District was arrested 'by the rta:iian .-Autho;itY.-' 
. . ' . 

there just the 'day after the Viai ting Mission left Chisilllaio f~r Bardera. After . '/ 

a detent~on Or several weeks 1 he was convicted for 5 months of impri.sonmeri·t with .· 

hard- ~bour. As soon as he ·. compieted his term of imprisonment, Mohanied Ntir . 
was forced to leave c~_ieinnio; _ in this connection; the local italian authority 

did issue an order to .'deport hiin to Galll:ayU, a centre in .Mudugh PrOvince which -18 
situated _ab.out 1,200 km~ fron{Chisi~io. By -.issuing such a deportation order, 

t~e Ital~ Authority deprived ,him his own business in Chisinaio. Under the , 

late British Militt:Lry Administration in Somaliland, Moh~d Nur was one of the 

sonnlie . trained as Police N .C ~Os" 
- . 
Ear~ in October 1951; soma 12 leaders of the SY.L inAlula District 

(Mijertain Province) were arrested by Dr. Lucchetti, . the Conmd.ssario _of the . 
. . . . .. 

Province a~d bY Dr. Pira.s, ·the Residente of Alula. Among ' the arrested leadets . 

there wa.e ~aji F~ Gheaot 1 ihe· Secretary of ~he Sn B;anch of Alula. - At ~ that · 

/t.iiDfJ 
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time, we did 'reques~,· that -ehe . l2 arrested Sl"'f, l~adera 'be released on bail pending ' 

their tria.l; unfortl.lilately, hoth the ProvinciaL Authority of Mijertain and the 
. . . 

aentra.l Italian Authority here iti Moga.dishu te,Uor~d thla request of burs.. · · 
After about 6 mon~hs of .detention, the al>ovo mentfoned 12 leaders,.~Te;r'e . all .... 

· convicted with prison terms ranging fro.m 9 to _l2 months of hard labour by the 
!' ~-- -~ 

Mijerta'in ~ovincial Court. · :rt. ; i~ r interesting . to point out that· this court was· ' ,,· 

presided by Dr. Luccnetti, .namelY . :th~ same COm.issario of the Province who issued 

the, order to. arrest -~h9 . convi~ted SYL leaders~- ~ Like many similar others, .this : 

conviction: yas based. entirely on tframed· .. upt charges; in fact, such political · · 

convictions are very conmion nowadays. ii{ . this Trust Territory • . Almost all · the 

victi:ma of this form of politiool 'Perseou.tio~ :are members and oympathizers of : · ·_ . · 

this anti-colonial poiitical Movement~ · a · Mov~ment which advocates the complete 
' . . - . 

independence. of Somali land vi thin the shortest · po~sible time. · . _ 

In JunE:), last year, the Ital~a:n Author~ty 'of Mijertain also did arrest 14 

members ·Of the League including -some leaders and 'influential personalities, 
"(_ , ,. • • - • f • • 

all reaidtng ~he ~ame Dietl'l:+ot .of Alula •. After >:several. months .of detention, the 
. ' 

Regional Court ot Mijertain did pass 'Prison sentences against them. · These new 
' . 

victims of the .notor1ous political convictions -·practised quite often. by· the 

Itali~n 'Trusteeship' Adminis_tration in this Trust Ter:r:itory .. were. sentenced -to 

·prison . ~e1 ·ms _ ranging · f~cm 7 to 18 . months .· of bar~ labour. · 

last February a 'very serious incident organized by· the same Italian Authority 

of Mijertain did occur at Bender Belia, a small sea-port centre. in that Province. 

This centre is inbabited .almost exclusivelY by members of the:SYL, their fa~lies 

and aympe:fJhizers. On February 4, 1952, armed Ilaloes (irregular district police) 

stationed there did 01J9ri fire on 5 dhows owned by_ member of the Somali Youth 

League. The en~ire crew and the passengers of :the said 5 dhows were · members of 

·the League and "Weir families • . · Together with. the reguJ..8.r Police also stationed 

there, the Ilaloee did open fire on unarmed civili~ns gathered in the streets ' . ' . . . . -

. and the markets .of the centre in questi-on •. As a result of . this firing, . 6 persons 

including a woman and two children were wounded. The conditions of Hindia 'Farhan, 

the woman and two men: · Sheikh Muraal Mohamed and Said .!snail were -described as 
very serious • , .· . . .:(.1 ,. · · 

_,. ·. 

This .. terror and lawlessness. compelled most of '.the · inhabitants of· Bender :Beila ' 

to seei<: . ~f'uge elsewhere living-~beh~nd ·their homes; and -other property~ When the 

/Residente 
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Residente or the Distric~ ,Commissioner of G~~e arrived at Bender Boila .three days 

after the incident, hiS first jOb WS to order a wholesale .arrest Of the IOOmbers ; .._ · .. · · _ · :: · ·r-:~~t -J: ~ - . · • - = . - • · · • • • ·• .., •· • • 

9~ the sYL who still remined thc;:t:'O. Dr. Bedini, the Residente of .Garde' District .. 

comprising · th~· .Sn:idl t6Wn. :oi D~nd_e~ Beila .. ttaelr, . ~lso did order to transfer . · · · · 

to the Prcvin~ia.l · Prison · of Bender iassim 21 i~aders of .the SYL including Sheilr.h 

Mursal Mohemed and said ·!sna.il, /both·: e~r:i.oue1y wounded in .the said i~c ide~t ., .- · 
. · · . . t ' • . . . 

. The 2l SYL leaders ~e st'ill detained in the abp~e provincial Prison, · : '· .· 

Undoubtedly; their fate will .be the same a:e that of thousands of innocent sonnlis .. . . . -

'Who were convicted on. '~ramed-up' chargee~ . Despitr;) the repeated .protests. a:nd 

re11ueats ~e· submitted to the highest:Italian Auth~;ity here in Nogadishu nothing 

has been done so far to establish the catl,Be or. causes of .the .very aer:lous incid€;lnt · · . . · ' 

of Bender Beila and thus punish those . responsible for it. ·On the con~ary 

Dr. J3endini and hie Illaloee at Bender J3e1la continue ,to do their pest in order -

to create f'urti'.er serious incidents . there·. 

'rn the nlght ·of March 6 th:\.e: year ~ .leader of a local pro-i talian party :was .· . · · 

ilounded with ~ bulletts; he receiv~d two ·alight wounds from which he recovered 

few d:1ys after the incident; . This to~k pli:i.ce here : in MoBadfshu where -he .resides. • .. 

The \rounded pro-italian leader is named Moha.rited Sheikh Os:rran ~better lmO"tm as : · .. ·· 

~dmondo Umberto~ a Chris_tian name under which he ~ras baptized -_when he . converted .· 

hi:nself into Cathol-icism. Edmondo Umberto ·is the head of 'Unione Africani della , 
. . 

Sonalia', . a party founded and fi~nced by , the i talians • . 
- .. 

'fiithin few ·holirs 9f . the incident, fully ar:rnsd policemen surrounded .t.~e · : 1 

sorrali qu&ste;s in this Cap.:i.tal town of Mogadishu. .Of course, this· sudden ·poliqe -- :: 

raid has caused a general rnnic among the native popu:J..& tion inliabi ting in the 
- - . .. . . . -

said quarters. During. the whole night of March 71 somlis were . arrested on sight • . · : 
. ' . . . . . ~ 

LoaC.vd With g~arded police trucks 1 the arrested persons were led to the 
. ' . . 

various Police Stations where . they were asked .to state their names and tribes • . · :._. :_· 

Anyone giving his ~~ ~nd . full l'articulars but who de91ined ~o. state his tribe · 
' . ' . ' ' ' . . •' - ' 

'l{aa Wtained and · subjected to . every sort ot: . corpo~l punishment and h~iliations . : .. -' ·.: 

Those 'who declined . to state their tribes did oo because th~y consider :tribalism 

as a \ary prim:i.t.ive systl3m. All ~he victims were PlBmbers and 8ympathizers of . : 

... 

this progressive political M~v_ement, a Movement wh9se Statute. ~aa· it ~s well':"lmown-: · ~ · .. 

conde:nls a,U forme of primitive~ syete~ . particularly tribaf organizations. , 

/All the 

. ' . 
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All the Police Stations in this Capital town of Hogadishu were overcrovrded 

dththo'!;.~{l.nds of ao:ma.lis arrested during the night ofMa.rch,7, 1952.-In,group~ 
·- ,"::_' -

:Jf' hundreda, they were jailed _ in a s:onll~ airless, dirty jail-rooms originally 

built to accomodate not more than. a dozen of'. prisoners. When all . jail•roo:ms 
- ' ' -- . .· " . 

available were full, thousands of the detained aomalis were kept outside the 
' . , . ' . . .. . ~ 

police stations where they spent the whole night:and the day a~te~without a 

shelter from either the _cool nights or the hot .sunny days of this coastal centre.-
, - - . . ~ .. 

On l/f.arch 8, all the detc.ined ·persons ·-numbering about -3000- were .ordered to appear 
~ . ' . . 

before the Italian Ma.roscialloes_ er Police Insp0ctora for further qu~etioning., 

Again,· they wore asked to state their. tribe~ and those refusing ~ere returned to· 

the jail ·after being subjectedfurther huruiliations and physical punishments. . . 

For over 24 hours 1 no food was provide.d to the d{'ta.ined aorre.lia; on the 

contrary;_ th~ Police returJ"l.ed foods and drinks prought for the detainees by .their 

relatives. Soine of the. detainees were ;released in the afterpoon of Varch 8, while 

others · -m'!J.-nbe:.·ing sbme hundreds- were deported_ to different places· in the. interior. · 

on tte_following day._ Most of th~ae latters have homes, families, and positions 

· here in 1;1ogadishu. 

As we did mSntion above, all persons.vho.declined to stato their tribes 

were beaten, ao:roo of them seriously. The most serious case was tht}.t of Abdi 

Ibrahim, a. rr.ember ot: this political' Movement. On March 8,. he :was_:beaton, 'so badly 

by Italian Carabieries stationed in the Police Station of Boit-El-Ras. He was · 

unconscious for ·several hours, and nnny :persons in _that .station believed him dead;· 

in fact, a rumor about his death spread rapidly ln the_ ·town. Few weeks later, 

Abdi Ibrahim was- convicted on 'fran¥3d-upt ·charge_s; he was accused for resisting 

to public agents and sentenced ·to 7 months imprisonment with hard labour.-
' 

IIaji Dirie Hersi, a prominent member of the League r~nd one of' the leading 

sorrali busin~ss-men in the Territory, was· arre_sted few hours after the shooting 

on Edmondo Umborto and conducted to the Central Police Station .• _. Few days later 

he wac 'tra.nsfel'red to the Central Prison of Hagadishu. _ Up to now, he is awaiting 

trial. The Italian Authori t~ a·iao did a~et Sheiok Moh~d Siad; our Secretary 

of Dusa Mareb District, together with 2 members; Shireh Jama. and Ahmed Haji 

Hash1. Arrived here fr~ Duaa.Ma.reb the night before th\9 incident took place; the 

grou-p -was arreatAd on ~rch· 12, ·1952, and conducted to the Police ,Station of 

/Beit•El,.-Ras. 
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Beit·El-Rae • . The· . three men ·~~~ - ~~t . :there :f'or · ~,~~~~i days during which th~y were · 
• • • i • 

asked g_uesti6na ccncerning the shooting· of Edmondo 'umberto and then transferred 

:o the Centml Prison of M~ga.~liahu. , Sheil$ MOlla.IDBd s:i~d 1 the Secretary·, and Shieh 

Jarr:e. were' relt'lased few days ago. We ¥Tish to !JOint out, however, that 't~e t'IVO 
' . 

above na.IllSd members were ·1inpr1aoned for· a period of about seven weeks without 

any reason whatsoever. ·A~d -H~j1 Ha~hi, the 'third member, -is still deta:ined in -
.. · 

the cent~l Prison· ofMogadiahu. . 

As we· stated above, aorris unknawn person or persons fired on Edmondo Umbe~to 

wounding him slightly; · the · said pro-Italian ~ader rec'overed :few days later~ The 

in0iclent which did oc-cur in the · night ·of :r.-Iarch 6, 1942, had ~ave consequence, 
' ' : . 

indeed a vel'y grave one. This _incident vrill aiwaye be re!llSmbered by those innocent 

aomlia who . paid a very dear p;lce for it • . The, above brief summary shows ol~arly 
- • . .... . . . • . . . : ! · .; - ' . . - . 

how the Italian Police Authority did · terrorize t}le '!-thole native population of 

this capital town of Mogadishu '; fo.; almost- ~ week, . they contintled t _o arrest ' 

thousands of sonniis-, illtreat them, ail.d finaliy deport them into d-ifferent places' · 

in the interior. With the excuse of discovering those responsible fo:c_: th~ _ : _. 

incident, the Poli~e had a very -good chance in 'orde-r · to persecute the nationalistic 

elawnts, Pa-rticularly those suspected to belbng this , political Move!llSnt; in fact, 

these. latters were used as ti1e · mai~ targets · o:r· the Police persecutions. 

Dr. Wagner, · tho r.ommiasario of Lawer Juba, and Dr." Piras; the Residente of . 

Chillinaio District -(the former Resident of Alri~- : Diatrict), did .issue_ ~11 order. 

to arrest Jama. Musa, our secretary of Chisima1o Branch, together with a Inembcr ·. 
. . . . ... .. ~ ~ \ . . . 

0f Local. Committee named · Mohamed Is sa • ·_ These two leaders of the sYL were falsely 

charged of abuaing public officials. · ~1le arrest took pla~e at · Chistnnio 6n March 

22, 1952, and the following day soma policemen escorted them to the Central Pr1eon 
. - ~ - : ~ 

of Mogadiehu where they are detained up to nO\-r. _As usual, our r~queat that the 

't)ro above-mentioned SYL l~adera be released- on bail pendi~' their trial _was · 
flatly rejected by both . the regional and the higher Italian Authority here in 

Mogadishu. '· ' 

/ 

• • • + l ,I ,. ' ' • ; . .' . • . . • . . ;: ~ . ; 

Dr. Wa.'gner and D;r. Piras also did arrest eight mambers of the Local Committee '> 

Of Chie ii!laiO :B~ch. These SYL leaders were a~~:> eted on March 25' l952. They 

iere ansated in connection with an incident ~h.ich took place at Chiafmio the 

ntght before their arrest. In trui:t night, a mn called ~alah Onar was hit by ·'arl , ' · · 
• 0 • • 

llnknown person. There is no evidence whatsoever to prove that all or even one 

/or the eight 
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· of the eightCon;mittee members h8,ve something to do with the .above incident.- : 
. . ' . - · . . . 

Ne-rort:'loless, they a.re . still jailed in tlle ·P!ovinciai Prison . of Chi?im:iio; these 
t 

innocent loaders will Ulldou'btedly rem in. tJ;ler~ at least for -several months,: 

On ~!arch 121 19521 some: policemen s~tion~d at Brava didar;est Iraji 
. . . · . :· . . . . - . -· . .... . . 

. . 

Mission }'l'hich '\-TaB touring to some_ cantors in the · 'interior including BraVa.. . ,·, __ " - . -

Arrived there few hours earlier, th~ ~{O members of the said Mission were- escorted 

to the )3rav;a Police Station where they IllBt the. Italian M:lrescia.llo :who ordered 
- - · _· • - . - . • .t - • ' . -

the policemen to arrest them. · When .. the · two :mmbera asked the Marescia11o the · 

reason of the arrest, his prompt_ answer .wa,e that ·they irero tnew-comers t. ·After 
·.· - .· ' . . .. - ' ' . 

being subjected .to 111-:"treatment and humiliations, the . -two above -named :memoers 
; ' . - . ' . . 

. , 

of the Inspecting Mission vrere_ jailed and then conducted to the. Brava Prtaon -
. . . ~ ' . - . -

·where they span_~. the whole night . arid the day: after. Had t~e Signor r.n~esciallo 

of Brava to arrest all the 'new•cqr..e~ t he · viould. certainly have no enough S:fXlce 

for - them. But the fact is that · our leaders who happen to visit· some of the . · 

centres in the interior -such as Ih:ava, .whethQr -on duty or otherwioe 1 are the . 

vnly -pe~sons. _cor:sidered as tnew-ccmerst. ·Accordingly they. are arrested _ ·_.· 

1minadiately and _deported to elsewhere if necessary: -. .. · 
... _. ·· -. ' . . . - . ,. ·-
· The fo-.v s~cific cas~s just outlined· are a , etr.1e.ll, a : relatively errall- part of· 

the Ulldemocratic activities in which the_. se:;J.ior Officials of the ,present •

Italian 'Trusteeship' Administration here :are engaged ·._ .What we understand is . •·, ,.. 
• • • I - • • • • • • • • 

that Italy, -as the ~dministering Authority, is here to assist and guide the so:rrali~ 

· until they obtE;l,i,n their independence within the next eight years~ In :the 

n:eanti!ll.e 1 she .is , obliged to advance th(3 political, _economic, social and .cultural 

conditions of t;he inhabitants • . Far from this, the old colonial officials who 
. . - - . - . ' . ' ' 

practically control the Italian Administration in this Trust _r;perri tory are doing 
\ ' 

eve~Jthing, they _ can to res.tore cond~tions _which exis:t;ed -. during the pre•war days 

when this part of Sonaliland was under the . colonial .resime of- fasc 1st Italy. .. -
. .. ,. .. - . 

These senior officials of_ the Administration are mainly engaged· to persecute, 

almost daily 1 these progressive elements who oppose the restoration ·of colonial 

regime. Of course 1 the v:ictima of . such political . persecutiona are the member? 

and Sj~pathizers .of this anti·colonialiat Movement. -

The undemoc~tic activities of _the old colonial officials of the _Italian 

Administration are increasing daily. Such activities were intensified· since a 

/United Nations 
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United Nations Visiting Mission iai't he~ last Oetobei- after· a abOrt via:i.t;~ sirice 
) T ' : • ):• ; 

then, countless members of our Movemant \.Tare convicted on political grounds. 

Some o:f t~e. ~ld, colon:J.al officials, nru:ne ly: Dr. Piras ,· the :romer Residente 

of Alu:ul Diotri6t now Reeidente of Chiaimio; Dr .. Wagner, the Colljtlipaarto, of Low~r 
Juba Province·; Dr. Lucchetti, the Commiesario of Mijorta.in Province~ Dr. Bedint 

the Resident of Ga.rdo District; Dr., Ducati, the Reaidente of Mares Distri~t; 
Dr. Sce.nu,· the Public Prosecutor; and mnyothera were quite active in their 

attempt to wreck the Soneli Youth Laa.guo. 
. ' 

The repeated protests, both in oral and in written, we submitted to the 

highest Italian AuthoritY had no ·effect whatsoever. Attached is a copy of the ' 
. . '· .. -

letter we addressed to the Acting Administrator of thie Trust Territory and the 
•• •. • , .; ' ' I 

Chail'IIRn of the United N~tiona Advisory CoUncil for Somalil.and on May 1, 1952. 
' . , 

. We reapecttull;v. request the Honourable members of the T:rUateeehip Council 

to consider: carefully ·this petiti~n bf ours as we 11 as those we did sub}ni t ·. 

1 through the.United N:~.tione Visiting Mission which visited here last September. 

All necessary steps should . be· ta.ken . in order to ~nd the Admir~1stering Authority fs - · 

continuous violations o:f' th~ Ttu~teeehip Agreement for fuia TrUst 'l'erritory, the''.' 
' • >. :- l . <" < -- • • • •• ..· • ' • 

Deolara.tion· of Constitutional Principles at~ched theret61 a.nd the Universal .. _, 

Declare. tion o:r IIUlllan Rights~~ ~In particular the Trusteeship couricil should s_to~ . 
as ear'iy as possinle tlie perae~utions and political conv:ictions directed .. ·. , .• 

exclualvely against th~ membe:t::~ and ·sym~thizera of this progressive poli·U~~i 
Movemen~. . . 

THE . CHAIRMAN . . 
.TRE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL, 
TllE 'UNITED.· NATIONS,·.-
NEW YORK, , NEW· YORK. 

/ 

.. : ... , 

(Sgd} 
·~ -F ' ••• 

,, .•' 

Reapect:fully yours, 

Haji Farah Ali, . 
Secretary .General,. 
For the Central Com.f ttee 

of SYL 

·'.: :· 

/Tra.nala ted 
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T~nalat,ed from Italian 
·. '; · : , . 

' ~- ! '• - . . . i • ' . 

.. SOMALI YOUTH LEAGUE 
. ·::·_"..(:';' - - ~- ' . l : ~-..· : -~ : . ' · 

. - ' ... 

,· ·, 
~ ., . 

•, .• • ',1 I 

ANNElC• 

' . ·, ~ ~ 

·. '• .. . 

. - - -.~ ' 

To •.H~E. · Minis~e~ .canino, · ; .. . · . 
Acting Administrator of SonB111a.nd, Moga.discio. : 

To H.~~ The C~i~n, . . . . . . . . . . :.·:· -; .. 
· Un:i.teci ·'Na.tions Adviso!j council, Mogadiacio . · · . · 

-.. ~·-:· ,-:_.·. f 

,,. ,_ .. 
' :: ·-< >:. 

' .: t ••• ; 

. ·-.· 
.. 

' .. '.· 

' - ~ .. 

- -·-· .. :--

. . ,,• -. . . 

1 May .1952 

.-. ~ -

. \ .... . ~-

. f:. 

' •• • - . ;I •• ,. _!.. •• ,·.: . '" .., ... 

Filrther to what wa.a · set forth Verbally to Your Exceilency in our . . , 

conversations of about three' weeks a.go - ~nd to the ·~e~ate~ p~~te~ts pres~~'ted . by .· 
. ~ : . ' '-~ . . .. 

us td H.E. Ambaae~dor rornari dUring .the two . years· of Italian Trusteeship · .. . 

Administration in this Territ~~y-, ' ~~- take the lfb~rty of p~eentf~ to Yol.lr 

Excelf&nc.iea our strong protest~ ~~inst • seriou~ ~b-~se·e. and persecuti~~s ... : . 
r ~ , , ' •_' .' .. _., ;,., • " •' • '- <' • , 

0 
,}-. ~· ~· • • ... • 

0 

:. ' ' • 
0 

• f 0 ' • 

_ . . . ; · 

commS 'tte·d by BOXIJ6 officials 'of the .AFIS, of the police and of the judiciary, 

·especially b;y: the · Public P:i:-os~c~~r; . ~r. s~~n~, 'b;"th~ commisaione~ of Kia~yu, 
- ' ~- . ~ ' .-·· . '. . . .. •' ._· .. · _ ··,, ·, -~ .: - ., .• , · - !.~ ': :.; :~7 ',• .· .- ~1" \ ~ •. 

Dr. Wagner, ar.d by the Resident of Itiamayu, Dr. Piras., against . ~mbera of our ... 
· .,. ' . . . ,·- . . i · . :.·. _: : ' ' . - ~ -' ... .. ,.,.-.-. -,.- _; ~; ~ -· . ~ - - -~- .. • · :' · . ··: ·: . . : . . . . .· . . ,. 

1JB.rty,· and .we beg the intervention 'of Your .Excellenoies in order that the. abuse ., 

~nd. pe~sacutfone abOut which we ~-om~~-1~ . be' ~i:i~i~ted •· . . . 
. 1. :;. on ·4 February of thi~ year serious in~iderits took ph,.ce at 'Bende~ :Sai~ , .i. . •. 

: '(Midjarteiri Provin~e). The i:laloe ~duty there,· with the prete~·t. th~t soma, : · 

persons refused to· hoist tha .Italian flag ~ .. seine' d'i~~s; · fired ··~t- the ~~d. 
-,·,· 

populatiOn wounding siX persons of whom two !'Sl"e boys and one was a woman. The 

Resident of Gardoj I>r.B,.dini, on 'vhom the area dopende administratively, having 

arrived in:nediateq on tn.e spot, proceeded to arrest all~ membere of our Pll"ty, 

· includins e.J..ao those waunded, who are still detained in the jail of Bender Kassim~ 

The Chief of the Office of .. Internal Affairs whom we had informedof the occurenoe 

had asoured us that he would 'instruct searching investigations to be nade as .to the 

· motives of the incident, but .unfortunately we cannot but affirm that ·tJ:rta .. tatik iia.'s' 
f '. ' • ' • • • I ' . • ' • 

been entrusted pre?isely to 'those who had deliberately provoked the incident.- ·' n . 
is, therefore, difficult to ea~blieh the truth in this manner. 

2 ~ · . In Kismyu the Secretary of our looal branch, Gia.nla: ~gi .Mussa 1 accompanied 
. . ' 

· by a. member Of the local committee, Mohamed Ieee Gia.ma., _,had gone to the Judge 

/ot the 

i- .... ·\ ' 
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of the Commissariat at the beginning of March of this :JI!3ar in order to appeal 

a een;tence pioonouncedb;f this judge against six members of our party. navingliaci 
' a private diacu8Bion with the Judge, tlieyw~re ffrst accused of outrage to a· public 

magistrate and subsequently arrested and transferred · to the Central Jail of 

Mogad iscio where they are still detained. · Despite· the interest of Your 

Excellency in· the case, provisional freedom has been denied to the aforesaid persons 

by the _Public. Prosecutor, Dr. ScanU:; lffi.inly for political reasons~ 

- Still in Kismayu, seven members of our local committee have been under 

arrest for , about · two months because -an Arab vas wounded by u.n.lcriown persona. · -The 
' - . ~ - . ; . '-

Sona].i Seek MohalllGd Ibrahim is also in prison ii1 Kismayu for having made a 
. : . ,_. 

religious and political speech in the mosque and at our Headquarte~s. The indeed 

precarious and deplorable situation which Dr. Wagner and Dr. Piras created in 

Galyaio and Alula; ·:whet.e ;the'y ·. dis~harg~d the functions of Conid~-a:l.oner . ~nd . . 

Resident respectivel;yj ··and liuw the ·situation b~ame nonm.l after th~ir:. tr~n~f;;r, 
are sufficient~<known:-·to the 'AF!S from complaints received· ~ _ · Now ~Y ' obligi~ our -. . . . 

people _ to_ be~ome members of · proo.r'talian parties, by th~eatening the chiefs and 
' . -

the employees of the AFIS withcdism1eeal, they are· creating a ~·tiin.a:r s1ttiat1on .:_. .. 
in the Lower.Juba regibn:, ~~: -Th~y go in persOn to t~a and -villa.gee . tb ·p~side .·. . . 

. . . ' / . :1 ' . • 

over the opening .of branches of pro·Italian parties, accompanied by individua.~s 

expressly appointed for ·tliia _task, such as, ·for instance, Hagi .Mua~-'~iurtmtar and 
. ' . , ... 

others. -
.. 

3· .The :head of our se·ction .. at·nusamareb, Seek Moha:rned Siad, ~ogether with twO. ,· 
others., who arrived here ,on the _eVerting of 5· MS.rch .. of ibis year, were' all_ 

arrested, we .do not knowupon .what '"grounds-, · a:: few days after their arrival, with · .. 

thE? e:x:cepti~n of one (A~ed Hagi Gia:rm), and the'ri ~et free again without any trial : 
. . ' . . . . - ~ 

a~te:r f9rtY':".f'1ve days of imprisonment~ · ·· ·• A. .> 
4.. .· The. incident of ' 6'--Ma.r.oh ~~f this year when""th9 Soli::.8.11, M~ham3~ Seek OSIIlan_ <' . • ' • 

(Edmon~o Umberto)', -was- injured by unknown : persons hah· giYeri to the police the . . 
' . .. . 

poae~bility and the 'occe.aion to a:ttack the memb~:c·a of o,.ll' :Party- ~ For two 

consecutive. evening~, a3' we coimnUhicated vor'bally oh the ' evening. ~f "'( March to 

the Chief. of ·.the CT?fice of Internai Affairs, thou~ands of So~iis~ especially "·: 

those who: replied to the inquiry as to the it-'; tribe t ·o .. b~ so~lia and those · · 

recognized as belonging to the S.Y .L., were arres'ted an~ beaten on public roo.d_e by 
· ' . 

. ·,· 
• /:police ·-

. ·j. 
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, ; . 
police officials. Seve;t.""&,l hundred bf t;h~se l$fbi:"t'Uil(;J.tes after a few days of· 

detent:lonwere ordered: by the police to .leave the t~m where ·nnnt of ·th~m live and 
ha~ thei; int~reeta, DlU'ing .this ' police 'raid, the Soma.ii Abdi rbrahftn vas 

> • • ' ' - •• ,' 

· severely beaten by the police fol:' ha\ring refused to state hie .tribe, so much so 
tha.t is was rumoured. that· he had died as. a result of the ·blows received. This 

unluckyttan, after .haVing undergone this ill•tre(;l.tlnl:1nt1 'Wa.B: sentenced to Bi:X: monthal 

imprisonment fol:' ~esietance to the police authorities and to one month /for refusal 
'• ' . . 

to give pel:'sonal data (his tribe). The police, in order to justify this abuse, 

told the Somali citizens that they did not possess an identity card, a card which 

t..'ley themselves. know has not yet been legally esta.blish~d by the AFIS. 

5. On the 19~h of this month, the Somali Haasan Osnnn ca.I.led Deghe;t of . 

Villabruzzi who had ·Completed a ae~tence of eight months' imprisonment inflicted 
} . . . -. ' 

on him for political ~~:!aeons, before being l'(/llilaaed was questioned as to hie 

tribe by the Public :prosecutor, Dr~ Scanu •. · Upon Hassan;s reply that he was a 

Sonali,. ·the. Public Prosecutor aske'd the· court t6 impose e.. sentence of fi teen 
•, 'I 

days' imprisonment; this request. was· granted w1 thout question by. the jud_ge, and 

consequently Raasan Deghi was condemned. to fifteen days t imprisonment for refusal 
' ' . -' ' 

· rtO give personal .data {tribe). . . .. . 
' ' 

. As .we have verbally referred to Your Excellency i ·Dr. Scanu' acts in court 
'' . , , ·, ' 

more as a·political official than a Pv~lic Prosecutol:'; a proof of this statem6nt 
. . ' , 

ia found in the pol:t tical attacks openly launched by the above official a.gail18t 

our party when he preai.ded,' as Judge, at the trial against the ID:'adi. Seek Moham:ld 
. . 

Maha.Inud and Ragi Ab~u:ra~n Mohamed, 'both .from Galcaio, which took plaoe in · 

Mogadiscto at the beginning of 'last year.,, --We fol:'lmlly protested' against this to . .· . ' \ , .. 
R.E. Gor1n1 1 . then secre~ry-General of _the .f;.FIS, and to Mr. M6hamed Ta.laat Ragheb, 

delegate· of Egypt on the United Nations Advispcy .council; ~dentical judgmsnta and 

undesirable att~cks were repeated, by Dr. Scanu againa,t our party at the t:i-ial of 

Seek HU:~een Al1, Abscir Warsann and others, when he stated, among other · things, 

that the AFIS would mke uae of the law fiimlly to elimi:na ta this party. . . . ' ' ' . . 

The last unedifying incident is.the affair of Jiaaaan Deghei, since there 
•. - . 

was oert&inly no necesai~y for him to state his trib~, because he had completed 

his sentence and was about to be released. 

The prosecution for outrage to .a public official and for. refusal to state 

one ta tribe have beco~ legal and very easy means to strike at the members of our 

fpa:r:,ty. 
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party. In fact~ our branch chief of Genale, Mohamod Osman, has been · sentenced 

to ttree :O.:.(;n"Shst condH:;ional imprisonment for.a discussion he had -had with a 

sergeant of ·the Ge:1al0 p:):!.ice in a civil controversy existing beti-Teen Moha.:med 

Os~n a.!:d 1'.iB l!li.Yr~'29l"•ia·· J.v.~, in whi ch the sergeant had no juridical authority 

0'-l!' . b::.:anch cc:'_c~f' of S!zr .. ~. 9 . (M;.:"c:a), C'o;ro n !;bCl:J.raJ:rr.an, is at present on trial · 

for allege1 ir.su:ttng ~:::rrds •. ~ttJ ':':'<i\.i n~J.Ll. et. -r,L3 1,\;i::. ::.~~ ~ ··:i~~i.lo conm:amiing tpe police 
. . ' ' 

station, not in l:is yrcet:nce but !\i:f'e1.";.;'ec ·t~ I::.iw. by an Italian carabiniere, . but 

since, among ot~ert1:Lngs, t he cars.b1.n:i.ero dool3 net lo1aw Sor:nli, it is·· 

incomprehensible haw he could have tmderw!:ood the insult in queation.-

6. Since our main aim is the abolition of the tribal systom because i;t is 
. . . . 

the greatest . obstacJ:.e to the unity of our people, a·uring the past two years of 

Italian ·Trusteeship Administration of tho Territory we have insisted' to the . 

Central Administration that this state o-f things be terminated, · and , if the 

immediate aboiitfon were not possible, that it be nnde optional. Ambassador 

Forrari has repeatedly ass~d _ us t~t a decision of this nature was taken by the 

Reduced Committee of the Territorial Council last year. However, notwithstanding 

this, the state of affa:irs .of which we complain still continues, and as we have 

already written, funocont persons have been Sei1tenced for refusing . to state the 

tribe to which they belong. ·" · 

We wish -to point out that sinco the tribe is the 15th-20th ancestor of a : 

person, it cannot be conaidored as e. means of id(mtification. rt is plain that.' 

the tribal system is used only by non-emancipated countries. It is a system which 

is advantageously- e:~Cploi ted by colonial and imperialis~ic powers • .. 

The conflicts resulting in loa's Of life which have 'occurred among various 
. . . . - ' . . \. . . . 

tribes . during the-. two · years of -Italian Trusteeship Administration a~e we 11 known 

to the AFIS, as also the fact that hrindreds of persona have lost their lives in 
I ' • • I 

COnflicts between tribes in ma~ parts of the·Torritory. 

In view of what we have stated, we beg the _ intervention of Your Excellencies 

in order that measures be taken to eliminate the al:uses and -persecutions pointed .-. 

out by us whieh are not -vague or general ac.cusa tions but concrete facts~· 

Awaiting the favourable consideration of our requests, WO thank·you .,.in . I 

advance. 
The President 

Hagi Mohammed Hussein 

(sgd .in Arabic) 

·. -;. 




